








The Sussex coast has been associated with tourism for over two
centuries. For example, Bognor’s tourist industry first started in
1807. Brighton was once a small village relying on fishing for a
living but emerged as a health resort in the 18" century and grew
into one of the largest towns in England by the 20" century.
Tourism was first facilitated by the upgrading of the road, the
downs, which made it accessible to stagecoaches from London but
it was not until the arrival of the railway in 1841 that Brighton
brought within the reach of day-trippers from London. And
tourism in the town really took off.

The railway did not just benefit tourism it had a major impact on
rural areas through which it passed; for example by making the
rapid transport of milk from farms to the metropolis possible.
Brighton also came to be of importance to the railway industry
itself after the building of the Brighton railway works in the 1840s,
one of the earliest railway-owned locomotive repair works and
locomotive manufacturing works in England. While the railway
remains an essential part of Brighton’s infrastructure, a section of
a subsidiary line that was closed in the 1960s found a new life as
the Bluebell Railway — a heritage line that is nowa major tourist
attraction in itself. This was just one example of how the
industrial landscape is constantly evolving. Another is how many
buildings of Brighton, originally built to provide accommodation
for visitors, now serve as offices for those working on computers.
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Over the years Sussex has seen some remarkably innovative
industrial developments. Amng them, it can boast the oldest
purpose-built commercial airport in the UK. Shoreham airport was
officially opened in 1911 and is the oldest commercial airport in
the world to remain in operation. It now has the alternative name
of Brighton City Airport. From these small beginnings serving
aviation has become a key Sussex industry: Gatwick airport is now
one of the county’s major employers.

Dr Mead gave two further examples of Sussex industrial
innovation. In 1896 a unique coastline railway, the Brighton and
Rottingdean Seashore Electric Railway was opened, which ran
through the shallow English Channel coastal waters between from
Brighton to Rottingdean but, despite its popularity, in 1901, it
closed to make room for new sea defences.

Twelve years later ,in 1913, Britain’s earliest endeavour to break
into the international movie-making business modernized an
abandoned army fort beside the sea at Shoreham. Because
electricity was not available, those early Sussex film-making
pioneers built a giant 75ft by 45ft house of glass as a studio and
relied for lighting on Sussex’s reputation for more hours of
sunshine than almost anywhere else in Britain.
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A key feature of Dr Mead’s talk was his fascinating series of
illustrations of industries past and present. His ability to show these,
however, very nearly came to grief because he had forgotten to
bring a critical piece of computer equipment. However, thanks to
the Chairman being able to provide a replacement from her home,
disaster was averted.

Arthur Dewar
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v\ A Our Christmas Entertainment = Unalloyed
-> Pleasure

Following the AGM and having topped up the mulled wine and
mince pies, the audience settled down with eager anticipation as
we gazed at the grace of the magnificent harp which stood in front
of us. Then Margaret Watson started playing a German Carol and
we were transported and delighted for an hour of sheer pleasure.

As she played the Wizard of Oz, the Gloucester Wassail and As Years
Go By with Mick Jagger, Margaret also explained the challenges of
being a harp player and we learned so much: you need strong arms
and hands but never use little fingers “far too weak — useless” and
you “harden your fingers with surgical spirit”.  Through César
Franck, Charles Aznavour’s She, the carol Il est Né, le Divin Enfant
(in the style of Mozart), to Ding Dong Merrily on High, we heard of
the differences between harpers who play with their nails, whilst
harpists like Margaret use the pads of their fingers.

The 47 strings of that harp reminded us that 90% for the instrument
is the Tuning and only 10% is the playing; not to mention the seven
pedals which are the equivalent of the piano’s black notes and the
fact that the harp has 1400 moving parts.

The variety of Margaret’s programme was excellently showcased
as she approached her finale numbers: Louis Armstrong’s What a
Wonderful World, Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach), Hallelujah
(Leonard Cohen) | Saw Three Ships, Sailing Away, a jazzy version of
Chattanooga Choo Choo and Silent Night. Plenty of foot-tapping
throughout!

After a standing ovation, Margaret was for a long time surrounded
by members of the audience discovering more about our guest and
the harp. That was a wonderful start to the start of Christmas-tide
and the really good news is that we can all hear her again on 6™
June 2026 when Margaret will be playing at the Chichester
Cathedral Flower Festival and a coach will be going there from
Wadhurst.

Thank you very much indeed, Margaret, for a delightful evening of
music and companionship. Heather Woodward

JANUARY 2026: Talk cancelled because of anticipated strong
winds and stormy conditions.



FEBRUARY 2026:

MR GARRICK'’S FIRESIDE — A PERSONAL HISTORY OF THE

THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LAN
by Pete Allen

The Theatre Royal, Drury Lane has provided entertainment for
every monarch since Charles Il. There have been four theatres on
the site, the first dating from 1663, the second from 1674, the
third from 1794 and the fourth and present theatre from 1812.
Pete Allen gave us an engrossing history of the four theatres as
well as telling some anecdotes from his time as one of the
theatre’s Redcoats (hospitality team) in the late 1980s and 1990s.

The first theatre was built by the dramatist Thomas Killigrew as
the Theatre Royal under a charter from Charles Il. Like all the
subsequent theatres on the site it did not have an entrance on to
Drury Lane itself. Killigrew’s company was the first to put female
actors on the stage. One of them was Nell Gywn who reportedly
struggled to remember her lines. The theatre prospered until it
was destroyed by fire in 1672. In 1674 the theatre was rebuilt on
the same site with Sir Christopher Wren as its probable architect.

This second Theatre Royal featured the plays of William Congreve
but from 1702 onwards it adapted the Italian Commedia del Arte
tradition to create the standard English harlequinade. In time
these harlequinades were transformed into the English traditional
pantomime. In parallel the style of acting on offer was evolving.
The actor Charles Macklin introduced a more natural style of
acting and was particularly famous for his portrayal of Shylock in
The Merchant of Venice. Notoriously Macklin killed another actor
by stabbing him in the eye during a fight over a wig.

The Theatre Royal, Drury Lane was
where the present national anthem, in
a setting by Thomas Arne, was first
sung in public. This took place on 28t
September 1745, after a performance
of The Alchemist. Shortly afterwards,
despite such triumphs as Macklin’s
Shylock, = mismanagement nearly
brought the theatre to ruin.

David Garrick

However, in 1747 it was rescued by DAVID GARRICK, now considered
to be the theatre’s most illustrious manager. Garrick was not only
a manager but a distinguished actor and playwright and under his
leadership the theatre became famous for its more natural style
of more scholarly Shakespearian texts.

After thirty successful years Garrick was succeeded by the
playwright Richard Brinsley Sheridan. Under his management, in
addition to numerous performances of his own plays such as The
School for Scandal there were famous Shakespearian
performances such as John Philip Kemble as Hamlet and the
actress Sarah Siddons not only as Lady Macbeth but as Hamlet.
In 1791 the second theatre was demolished and a new “fireproof”
theatre designed by comedian and dancer, Joseph Grimaldi,
become the most popular English entertainer of the Regency era.
He appeared in such Drury Lane productions as a pantomime
version of Robinson Crusoe. Audience participation was
encouraged.

On the evening of 15" May 1800 during the playing of the national
anthem a would-be assassin fired a pistol at King George Il while
he was standing in the royal box but fortunately the bullet missed.
The monarch’s lucky deliverance prompted Sheridan to write an
additional stanza for the national anthem.
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Old Drury Lane Theatre Fire:
painted from Westminster Bridge by Abraham Pether in 1809

Nine years later the allegedly fireproof theatre burnt down and was
replaced by a new theatre designed by Benjamin Wyatt. This fourth
theatre opened in 1812 but its prospects were gloomy until the
great actor Edward Keene came upon the scene.

His performances as Shylock, Richard Ill, Hamlet, Othello,
Macbeth and King Lear aroused audiences to heights of
enthusiasm and guaranteed large houses.

After the Keane era the theatre went into a relative decline until
it was taken over by August Harris in 1879. In the 1880s and 1890s
it again prospered as the home of grand melodramas and of
pantomimes staged by Harris. The leading English music
hall comedian, Dan Leno, became famous for his dame roles in the
annual pantomimes at the theatre from 1888 to 1904. During the
Edwardian era, Drury Lane was the scene of many notable
performances by the leading actors of the day including Sir Henry
Irving and Ellen Terry.

In 1922 the theatre was renovated and modernised and during the
interwar years musicals and operettas became a major element in
the programme. Rudolph Friml’s Rose Marie (1925) Jerome Kern’'s
Show Boat (1928) enjoyed long runs and during the 1930s there was
a vogue for the operettas of Ivor Novello and works of Noel Coward
such as Bitter Sweet and Cavalcade. When war broke out in
September 1939, the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane was requisitioned
to become the headquarters of ENSA (Entertainments National
Service Association). On 15™ October 1940, a high explosive
German bomb hit the rear circle causing damage but fortunately
did not explode. Later the casing of the bomb was mounted and put
on display in a corridor leading to the Royal Circle boxes.

After restoration, the Theatre Royal reopened to audiences on 19t
December 1946 and resumed its place as one of London’s leading
musical houses with the UK premiere of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma in 1947. This was followed by Carousel
and South Pacific. After a short season of Peter Brook’s production
of The Tempest with Sir John Gielgud as Prospero, in 1957, the
theatre returned to musicals with Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady
which ran for five and a half years. Thereafter there has been a long
sequence of successful musicals notably Hello Dolly, A Chorus Line,
Sweeney Todd, 42" Street and, most successfully of all, Miss Saigon
which smashed My Fair Lady’s record. This show required the most
advanced and elaborate stage machinery in the theatre’s history..

In 2019 the theatre closed and, under its new owner, Andrew Lloyd
Webber , underwent a two-year £60 million restoration project. It
reopened in 2021.

Pete described some of the legends and fascinating customs
associated with the theatre. It is believed to be haunted by several
ghosts who make sporadic appearances. These include those of
Charles Macklin, Joseph Grimaldi, a mysterious “Man in Grey” and



even King Charles Il. Drury Lane is the only theatre to have two
Royal boxes, designated as the King’s and the Prince’s. These date
from 1809 when there was an ongoing feud between George Il
and the Prince Regent and they had to be kept apart.

In 1794, Robert Baddeley a minor actor died and left a bequest to
provide a Twelfth Night cake, wine and punch to be enjoyed every
year by the company in residence at the Theatre Royal, Drury
Lane. The first Baddeley Cake was cut on 6" January 1795 and the
custom has survived to this day. The Baddeley Cake ceremony
takes place every January 6™, the cake having become increasingly
elaborate over the years.

During his time on the hospitality staff, Pete had the chance to
meet many leading theatrical figures including Stephen Sondheim,
Ronnie Barker and Dame Edna Everage and got to know several
others such as Catherine Zeta Jones before they became famous.
He also had several surreal experiences such as being asked to act
as a body double for Alan Jay Lerner and nearly being shot by the
Queen Mother’s security detail for making an unscheduled entry
to her Royal Box during a Royal Command performance.

Pete concluded his most entertaining talk by explaining its title.
“Mr Garrick’s fireside” has been used as a term for exchanging
theatrical anecdotes. Mr Hoare, the manager of Drury Lane from
1958 to 1982, implied that Garrick had such a fireside chat as the
theatre burnt down but this is a calumny - the theatre burnt
down when Sheridan owned it .

Sheridan’s extra stanza of the National Anthem in 1800:-

From every latent foe,P
From the assassins blow,
God save the King!

O’er his thine arm extend,
For Britain’s sake defend,
Our Father, prince, and friend,

God save the King!
Arthur Dewar

MARCH 2026: HISTORY OF THE ISLE OF DOGS
by Philip Lenanton.

If ever a name were famous in London’s docklands complex, it was
Lenanton, or, more precisely, John Lenanton & Sons, timber
merchants, possessing a fine fleet of articulated lorries in British
racing green, but this talk covered far more than mere family firm
nostalgia.

Marshy land had been turned into embankments during Roman
times, and later “inning” (reclamation) allowed for a fortified
centre of trade, the peninsula known as the Isle of Dogs becoming
synonymous with port operation, particularly once the docks were
“cut” in the late 18" and early 19%" centuries.

The West India Dock opened in 1802, quickly followed by the
London Docks, the East India Dock, Surrey Commercial Docks, and
St Katharine’s Docks, the Royal Docks adding to that number in
1880. Cargoes varied in each dock, but spices, tea, tobacco, wine,
brandy, timber, small imports, and premium goods were landed,
London eventually becoming the most famous docks in the world
(in decades not long past, together with New York and
Rotterdam’s Europoort, forming the top three). Such cargoes were
valuable, subject to pilfering, so the docks became walled, such
enclosure providing greater security. Indeed, the areas known as
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Millwall and Blackwall take their names from this practice of walling
the docks.

John Lenanton, a Portsmouth boy [like all the best people], founded
his company in 1837, an enterprise which ran for nearly 160 years,
almost as many years after John’s death, in 1917, as before it. He
modernised, with electrification, the handling and milling of timber,
specialising in softwoods. His late father, Thomas, had been a
shipwright to the Georgian Navy in the mid-18™" century.

During John’s time, he witnessed the Black Friday of 1866, leading
to the death knell of shipbuilding, the National Dock Strike of 1889,
and the fitting-out of Endurance for Ernest Shackleton’s polar
expedition of 1914. Mercifully, he was spared the bombing of
September 1940, when the docks were set alight and blazed for
days on end, and the rather inane unilateral declaration of
independence (UDI) by the docks of March 1970, which outraged
local womenfolk and was a regular topic for discussion on the
television news.

Painting in Lenanton’s board room.

Ultimately, there came a crisis and recession from 1988 to 1995;
Lenanton’s purchase of wood under what is termed forward
contracts, suffered, but, in common with everyone else at the time,
it experienced boom and bust (Lawson Boom), galloping inflation,
the ERM, Black Monday (1987), a severe recession from 1990 to
1992, and the housing market crash of 1995.

Trade declined massively, in any event not aided by the fact that the
docks never properly recovered from Second World War damage,
along with a lack of investment, so the new, revolutionary concept
of containerisation took business away to other ports, particularly
Tilbury (Essex) and Felixstowe (Suffolk).

Lenanton’s owned six acres of land, which increased in value,
and was marketed for sale. Although the proceeds were syndicated
from all over, the main purchasers were Galliard Homes and the
London Fire Brigade. Lenanton’s bank loans were paid and cleared,
a limited overdraft was granted (yet soon withdrawn), a CVA was
declared, leading to Administration, attended by the spectre of the
arrival of Coopers & Lybrand, and thus the end came for John
Lenanton & Sons
However, one cannot erase history, so the name of Lenanton, to
those of us who remember the firm, will always be synonymous
with a long-established company whose loyal staff were well looked
after, working with timber as a leading firm based in the heart of
the (at one-time) greatest port on earth, created out of the
centuries ago reclamation of Stepney Marsh, turning it into the Isle
of Dogs (or should that be Docks?)

Stefan Gatward



Thank you to all those who have contributed write-ups for this
Newsletter’s talks. We know that readers, especially our absent
correspondents, like to continue to follow what the Society is
hearing, learning and doing. The write-ups also serve as
reminders to those who are able to attend the meetings.

Above all, our sincere thanks to the Speakers
for all their research, hard work and presentations.

Each year, a great deal of new material comes into the History
Centre and it is always a pleasure to find some more information
appearing. First, however, it is important to remember the 70%
Anniversary of a tragedy which so markedly changed Wadhurst in
1956.

THE METEOR CRASH

New Wadhurst residents who have come to live here over
recent years are perhaps unaware of why our High Street is
so different from one side to the other. On the side of the
Clock House, you can see the traditional Sussex buildings
with tile-hanging and timbering and unexpected twittens;
opposite is a parade of modern shops.

Why?

On Friday 20" January 1956, an RAF Meteor in a wind of
nearly 40 knots, clipped the top of a tree and crashed over
the northside of Townlands Road and flew into the Queen’s
Head Hotel. The full story of this tragic event and its
aftermath is told in detail in the WHS publication: The Day
Wadhurst Changed. Thanks to extensive research, we were
able to picture Wadhurst before the crash, to provide the
background details and the lasting effects.

The two articles below give further different aspects of
what happened:
A TIME TO REMEMBER

As a mark of respect to the 70" Anniversary, we remember
the tragic deaths of four people who died as a result of the
RAF Meteor crash on Wadhurst at 3:15 pm on 20™ January
1956 .

Local man and RAF Pilot Flying Officer Leonard Stoate, the
son of Mr and Mrs Stoate of Durgates, was flying the Meteor
that crashed. A student pilot based at North Luffenham,
Rutland, Leonard was a popular member of the Young
Conservatives and Wadhurst Dramatic Club. Leonard’s
funeral took place on at Wadhurst Parish Church on 24
January 1956 where he is buried in the Churchyard.

Navigator Pilot Officer Alistair Paterson, aged 21 from
Prestwick, Ayrshire had joined the RAF for regular service on
leaving school and was the second member of the Meteor
crew. Alistair’s funeral took place in Prestwick.

Captain Christopher Soames, the Under Secretary of State
for Air visited the site and, whilst he was escorted down the
High Street, the bodies of the two airmen were recovered
from the International Stores by firemen and police.
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Thomas (Tom) Stemp, the recently retired Landlord of the
White Hart, was described as a real character, kind and alert,
always a pleasant and welcoming host. He had moved into
his new bungalow Raven Cottage in Townlands Road about
six months before the crash. Mr Stemp was carried, badly
burned, from his ruined home and taken to Pembury Hospital
where he later died. Tom’s funeral took place on 25™ January
at Wadhurst Parish Church

Both Leonard Stoate’s and Tom Stemp’s funerals were
conducted by the Rev. A.N.H. Roscamp. At Leonard’s funeral
the Rev. Roscamp concluded his address by saying that men
had to have great spirit —such as Leonard’s —to join the R.A.F.
atall.

Miss Emily (Emmy) Reed was Mr Stemp’s housekeeper, and
was with him in Raven Cottage. Retained Fireman Bob
Hemsley had been detailed to go with Rodney Bassett to find
Emmy Reed and the awful memory of finding her body
remained with him for ever. Her body was taken to the High
Street Undertakers Bloomfield’s at the property now known
as Novam. Emily’s funeral took place on Friday 26" January at

Gravesend.
Anthony Cosham

Bryan Bell, one of our WHS founder members, wrote An
Account
of the Meteor Crash and Its Consequences, in about 2006:-

“We have heard many interesting stories and memories of
the awful event and the fortunately small loss of life.

Keen’s the greengrocers and the Queen’s Head Hotel in 1906

My grandmother was inside Baldwin and Watts [now Celia
Hammond Charity Shop] when the crash occurred and
amazingly escaped injury. She was able, an hour or so later
to meet me, returning from school, at Sparrows Green corner
where all the buses were being stopped. Like many others |
can still remember the sight of the devastation caused to the
building in the centre of the High Street.

The loss of the Queen’s Head Hotel was particularly sad — it
was the largest Inn and used for most of the village’s large
functions, dinners and auctions. The building which was
timber-framed, dated from the late 16™ century with, |



suspect, frontage being altered tile-hanging and sash
windows in bays during the 18™ century. An earlier hotel of
the same name was sited further down the road but
demolished in 1888.

Between the Queen’s Head and Washwell Lane stood a shop
of similar age to the Queen’s Head and on the corner was
the International Stores formerly a tea room with a flat over,
of late 18™/ 19" century. A row of three cottages continued
down the lane. To the other side of the Queen’s Head was
an attached stable block which | don’t believe was badly
damaged. An alley way separated the stables from shops
including a saddler, set down a foot or so from the road
level, similar to Mayfield today.. Buildings on the opposite
side of the road suffered little damage apart from scorched
paintwork.

Reading extracts from the Parish Council Minutes of the
time for which | am indebted to Rachel Ring for her research
at the East Sussex Record Office, | am depressed to note the
lack of useful communication between Uckfield Rural
District Council and the Parish Council. The Kent and Sussex
Courier reported in May 1957 that the Parish Council at the
Annual General Meeting complained about the lack of
information from E.S.C.C. about rebuilding proposals. We
complain today but at least the Parish see details of planning
applications and our District and County councillors keep us
well informed.

The early reaction to the crash by Uckfield R.D.C. was that
“the opportunity should be taken to do away with the
dangerous corner to Washwell Lane”, with which the Parish
Council agreed. It was also stated that “the aged hostelry
will be saved and not pushed back and turned into a
modernised hotel”. These comments were quickly followed
by - “the opportunity should be taken to widen the street”
but no mention of appearance! This, viewed from 50 years
[now 70 years] on, is probably the only positive point gained
as otherwise the High Street would continue to the width,
as at present, outside the Clock House.”

Bryan continued: “l hope it is interesting to hear the
following quotations from the Parish Council Minutes
starting on 6" February 1956:-

We learn a Compulsory Purchase Order was published in
April 1957 for road widening and the International Stores
started rebuilding in January 1958.

Three-year restriction on low flying over Wadhurst area was
established..

“Redevelopment of the Queen’s Head and shop site —
application was submitted in April 1960 with building work
scheduled at end of March 1961.

The comments relating to this site rumbled on:_

3 July 1961 — local opinion might have been urged.....
Rebuilding as well as the car park were completed in January
1965 some NINE years after the crash.

Bryan concluded:

| believe the parish was poorly served by the District Council
with regard to the replacement buildings which are very
similar to ones built in the London suburbs. If a similar
planning application were submitted today, the District
Council would certainly have received Parish Council
observations and the views of parishioners would have been
sought and promoted by the Parish. The result would
certainly be more interesting in appearance and scale using

better quality material and quality hard landscaping.”
Neville Trippett
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More abut the Queen’s Head Hotel in her heyday:-

The Queen’s Head, Wadhurst was a coaching inn. The Eridge
Hunt would meet at various pubs but the Queen’s Head could
accommodate horses and had space to attend to them. This
was a big local event, with the livery at Hill House nearby.

Frank Skilton, grandfather of Val Tunbridge, trained
horses. Commissioned by Mr Bassett who had a mobile
shoeing service, Mr Skilton was the hunt farrier — fitting
special thick horse-shoes necessary to protect horses’ hooves
when they went across countryside. Valery would lead
horses and ponies to be shod to the Queen’s Head which had
stabling as well as being a hotel. Men’s, women’s and
children’s horses were all there.

Horse-shoe fitting created a lot of waste iron debris and so
Val would use a magnet to pick up all the iron filings which
had accumulated from the floor.

The International Stores (with ornate stone columns) [now
One Stop], the Queen’s Head Hotel, Baldwin & Watts, the
outfitter’s across the road, and the greengrocer run by Mr
and Mrs Keen, all had their buildings damaged or destroyed
by the meteor jet aeroplane on 20" January 1956.

Val, then aged 9, remembers being at school in a lesson and
hearing the roar of the plane circling too low overhead, more
than once, first with school building chimney pots knocked
down. School lessons stopped after the crash, the school
children, class by class were led past the doctors’ surgery to
the vicarage gardens. They waited there until they were
collected. Meanwhile Val's Mum, Nora, had been having
coffee in Tunbridge Wells but could not get back from
Tunbridge Wells straight away.

At that time the current White Hart pub was called the
Spotted Cow. And a travelling haberdashery business visited
Wadhurst every three or four months. The local Tappington
Manor often wanted goods such as Indian rugs, cushions and
furniture. Wadhurst primary school [now the site of Kingsley
Court]. was then occupying the buildings more recently used
as a Youth Centre, opposite current Uplands Academy The
Local Authority gave the old primary school to the Youth

Centre “on condition that the school was decorated.”
Neville Trippett
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DISTANT HISTORY:

“The Wealden Iron Industry has long interested the local
historian” wrote Richard Bugden of Frant in 1724 and so we now
turn to a current local resident providing background information
Ironstone was quarried to feed the demand for iron. The WHS has
an example of a piece of ironstone, it is large and heavy for what
seems a large cobblestone.

The land around Wadhurst is rich in ironstone, originating in the
Wealden Beds. Around 136 million years ago rocks were formed
beneath the land we now live on, in the early Cretaceous period.
Starting with the Ashdown sands, “beds” of sands and silts formed,
with clay containing ironstone nodules overlaying.

It was this easily accessible ironstone
that was quarried to feed the early
iron-working industry during the
Roman times. This continued to a
much greater extent during the
medieval period of history when iron
was needed for armaments, such as for
production of cast iron cannons.

Trees cut down in the forested Weald
supplied the charcoal needed to create
the high temperature required for the
smelting of ironstone. This smelting process separates the iron
from the impurities in the ironstone.

As for the details of the large implement above, my archaeologist
friend has confirmed it is ironstone, probably from the Wealden
beds. It is iron rich and was quarried to feed the kilogram in
weight, - about two pounds in imperial weight measures.

Neville Trippett
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Learn more about Properties in Wadhurst

Only recently we have seen the loss of the
WING GALLERY.
From our archives, we have found that during the early 20"
century, the Gallery was occupied by the following shops:

early 1900 door angled to the left — Bocking Shaving
c..1925 divided into two shops — Fields Family Butchers

1950s door angled to the left — Latter’s fruit shop

door angled to right — Mr E Gibbons — shoe shop
1960s/1970s door angled to left — Latter’s fruit shop

door to right — Joyce Sharp’s shoe shop
1980s door to left and to right

Joyce Sharp’s shoe shop closed 1984
1984 -2012 Jean Marie — Rosemary and Jean Lavender —
haberdashery

2012 -2026 Wing Gallery.

And more information from the archives, this time from Harold
Meech:-
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The HOUSE in SNAPE WOOD, FOXES BANK
and THE HALL OF COMMEMORATION
Harold Meech

Few people now living in Wadhurst will be aware that many years
ago there stood a house in the middle of Snape Wood and at the
highest point of the wood.
This house, where | was born was the Keepers Cottage, my late
father being Game Keeper to Capt. Watson-Smythe of Wadhurst
Castle. The Castle Estate embraced Snape Wood and the
surrounding countryside.
The moss covered foundation stones still remain where the old
house once stood.
The house was demolished circa 1916-17, when we moved to Foxes
Bank , which was a farm belonging to the Castle Estate. Foxes Bank
in those days was quite a busy place. The Sunny Bank Laundry,
employing several people and owned by Mr Tom Keep was begun
there.
| well remember dances being held in the laundry to the music of
Mrs Anderson’s Dance Band.
In 1921 we moved up to the village where my parents became
Caretakers at the Wadhurst Institute.
The Commemoration Hall was built in 1922-23. The area which is
now the Car Park was then a bowls green and quoits pitch. Trees
surrounded this area up to the main road, thus enclosing the
beautiful garden where the hall now stands. At the bottom of the
garden was a large covered rifle range.
The Commemoration Hall was built by Beale and Son of Tunbridge
Wells and the electricity, one of the first places in Wadhurst to have
it, was installed by Strange and Sons of Tunbridge Wells. As a young
boy | spent many hours with the builders and electricians as the
Commemoration Hall grew out of our beautiful garden.

Harold G Meech
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When cataloguing in January we came across some interesting
papers which were brought in by Brian Harwood’s son. (Brian has
recently died). Actually these papers are part of the Bocking
Collection that Brian catalogued many years ago and he must have
held on to the papers. The page showed name changes of
properties and farms in Wadhurst as follows and were taken from
Faden’s Map of 1795:-

Walkers Farm — now- Yeomans
Smith’s Farm — now- Wick Farm and

adjoining Smitherham Farm
Osbornes — now- Horsegrove
Lockyers — now — Great Durgates
Maplehurst — now — Wadhurst Castle
Skinners Farm — remains — Skinners Farm
Barrows Bush — now — Beggars Bush
High Town — now — Wadhurst Hall
Flatingden Farm — now — Flattenden
Finnybridge — now — Pennybridge
Whinmans — now — Wenbans
Lambkin Corner — now — Pook Pit

Rachel Ring



And now an intriguing on-going mystery:-
MAPLEHURST/ WADHURST CASTLE

In November 2025, an enquiry came via our website from France.
The enquirer was Gérald Grucker, who wondered if we had any
information about two of his distant relatives of circa 1810.

James Louis Lucadou/ West and his son, Henry Talbot, were the
names he mentioned. James Lucadou bought the ancient (1273)
Maplehurst around 1817, after he had petitioned George Il for
permission to change his name to James Lewis West. The actual
signed documents carried the signature of the Prince of Wales
(probably during a period of his father’s mental ill health). These
two papers are still held by the College of Arms in London with
whom | have been in touch.

Returning to Maplehurst: Mr Lucadou/ West bought Maplehurst
and its elevated estate with the intention of building a castle on
the site. Many stones used for the castle came from Faircrouch
which had fallen into serious decay. However, before completion,
Mr West died in 1819 and his son, Henry Talbot, inherited the main
estate and it was he who oversaw, mostly from a distance, the
completion. Later owners added wings.

For a few years, very early in the 1820s, Henry called the Castle
home. Old Wadhurst residents have probably heard of the “Little
Red Book”. It was Henry who wrote it in 1823 and gave it to the
then vicar, the Revd. Robert Barlow Gardiner. Why? No one
knows and no one knew what it contained.

People might wonder reading this why had father and son
different surnames. The answer to this is a long story and for this
item there is neither room nor time to explain. The mysteries in
this research grew with each piece of work undertaken.

When Henry Talbot married a French lady, he decided to leave
England and basically swapped houses with Aylmer Haly whose
French estate was called Beaudesert.

Philip Lenanton and | visited The Keep (East Sussex Record Office)
two months ago to see the Little Red Book. It was brought to us
on a cushion and measured just 37/8 inches by 2% inches. There
were 41 pages of very neat writing many of which were in Latin.....

At the moment Roberta Goodman is transcribing Henry Talbot’s
book.
Gérard Grucker supplied information to get the longer in-depth

research going.
Rachel Ring
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A Story of Nostalgia and Fond Memories of Service.

The Courier published a special contribution as heart-felt tribute
(undated) by MR C. J. LAMBERT of Beggars Bush, Best Beech,
in memory of the Gallups in 1954 (?).

These extracts convey days long gone.

BEST BEECH FORGE IS SILENT NOW

Mr Albert Edwin (Bert) Gallup who died last week was the last of
three generations of Best Beech smiths and farriers, and the forge
where he was once so busily occupied is now still and silent.

Mr Lambert writes:

For almost a century, passers-by have heard the cheerful ring of
hammer on anvil as they walked by Best Beech.

The sparks flying from the red-hot shoes fascinated the children as
they watched them being fitted for the horses standing by, while
the wheezing of the bellows of the twin forges thrilled them as they
forced the fires into glowing bowls of heat.

Bert Gallup and his brother, Frank, started to learn their craft from
their grandfather who had bought the site of the forge way back in
1855 but the family had been smiths for generations before that.
Before the Kaiser’s war, they served some 250 horses. The ring
from the anvils could be heard every working day for they kept a
stock of more than 1,000 shoes stacked in their sets of four, nestling
neatly round upright rows - for every horse needed at least eight
sets of shoes a year.

Shoes for donkeys, ponies, hacks — they were all there.

90 of the horses were taken for service at the time of the
declaration of war with Germany and the Gallups forged sets for the
Cavalry. Towards the end of that war, the day of the farrier was
moving to its close for mechanisation was coming in and the
brothers were increasingly active on repairs for farm machinery.
The Second World War saw the brothers contriving implements
whilst Frank also served staunchly in the Home Guard from start to
finish but the long hours and old age took their toll and he died in
1946. His brother continued but eventually had to give up because
the strain of shoeing became too heavy for him.

Towards the end of his tribute, Mr Lambert wrote of the Gallups:
“None of them would do a mean act or turn out a poor job. It was
not in them.”

Marking the death of Bert, Mr Lambert added:

“The forge of Best Beech is silent now where Bert worked as smith
and farrier for more than 69 years. Silent for the first time in
almost a century when the Gallups started their ringing blows on
their anvils.

Something big and clean and fine is moving from our lives”.

CJLambert SC/AM/100
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We have previously mentioned the importance of talking about
our memories and so may | reiterate:-

7

‘With the ever-increasing spread of the Internet as the “only
means of communication, we are concerned about the
generations of the future who will beunable to research their
histories because there are so few written documents’.

Please tell us about your own stories and comments, be they
written or spoken.
day e.g. yet another shop closed etc. Write a note to us so that we

We see changes in Wadhurst practically every

learn what and who used to be there, perhaps can you be
reasonably sure about what dates; if there are pictures, can you
name the individuals or the place.

Thank you for those who will be interested
in the life and the people of Wadhurst in years to come.



Two editions of Wadhurst Parish News
reflect glimpses of life over 80 years ago

From March 1941(20 pages)
- The parish of Wadhurst
has seen many changes in
the past twelve months _
church congregation
numbers were in some
cases decreased because
of “home duties or
shortage of petrol and
also fear of aerial
liveliness; Duties with the
Home Guard or as Special
constables: but also, on
the other hand, increased
by the presence of troops
in considerable numbers
and we have welcomed
the students and staff of St John’s Hill, Highbury.”

PARKH N

Recorded was the death of Lady Courthope “who brought to life
great charm and a keen sense of humour and filled with great
distinction her position of the Lady of Whiligh”.

War-work, has claimed our Choir Master, Mr Guthrie Foote, who
did so much to set us on the right lines in our music .......... and
the “trebles have been strengthened by including a number of
girls who are showing much eagerness. This constitutes a
hopeful experiment” . 26/AM/094

From January 1942 (10 pages): “1941 has been a better year in
many ways than we dared to expect after our experiences in
1940.”

The Revd. E. Mannering had to explain: “ Since | have had to try
to carry on alone here without the help of an assistant curate,
Canon Hichens and Mr Revington ...... and the students of St
John’s Hill have given invaluable aid in many directions. Mrs
Manktelow also has been taking the Children’s services with the
Bishop’s permission.”

“The atmosphere of the [Christmas] Service at 8 a.m. began in a
dark church which very slowly and by degrees got a little lighter
as daylight grew.”

“Mr L E Wood, for the past few months, has been training the
Choir in circumstances which make full practices impossible. He
has now been called up into the Navy and in both the Day School
and in the Choir he will be much missed”. SC/AM/470
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The 2" World War still provides our archives with quite a
feast of knowledge and reminders, whilst we are trying to
avoid the accusation of dominating the subject. Donations
do continue to appear in the Centre and two items arrived
recently on the same week:

A Ministry of Food pamphlet was published in the war with a
few extracts which might stir memories and perhaps think of
current diets:
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UK CHILDREN’S FOOD IN WARTIME

You want your children to be healthy and happy and to grow up
strong and sturdy, You can do much to make sure your children
build sound constitutions and healthy, active bodies.

WHY IS A CHILD’S
FOOD SO VITALLY 2OT
R CAR
IMPORTANT? pocto ols
Explained in three short Chl'/l/"e”‘f
sentences. % best

FOODS THAT BUILD .
BONES,
MUSCLE AND TEETH &
Basically milk in various disguises.

FOODS TO PROVD ENERGY FOR CEASELESS ACTIVITY
Bread, potatoes, rolled oats, rationed sugars.

TEACHING GOOD FOOD HABITS

~Introduce new flavours very slowly,
~with older children colour and attractiveness are most
important
~ do not force children to eat a particular food -
[I can remember the tears and misery for over an hour alone in
the kitchen staring at a congealing plate of by-then cold boiled

cabbage. It took years for me to eat cabbage again.]

On the eve of D-Day, Dwight D Eisenhower wrote to all the
Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!
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These extracts convey the gist of his message:

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade. The eyes of
the world are upon you. You will bring about the destruction
of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny
over the oppressed peoples of Europe and security for
ourselves in a free world.

Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle-
hardened.

But this is the year of 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi
triumphs of 1940-41. The tide has turned! The free men of the
world are marching together to Victory!

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill
in battle. We will accept nothing less than full Victory!

The full text is on 26/AM/111
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REMEMBER TO SEND IN WADHURST
RELATED OR GENERAL HISTORY
QUESTIONS!

ALSO IF YOU ARE DOWN-SIZING OR
JUST CLEARING SOME SPACE AND FIND
WADHURST- RELATED DOCUMENTS OR
GOODS WHICH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
DO NOT WANT, DO LET US KNOW
BECAUSE FUTURE GENERATIONS
MIGHT BE ENTHRALLED.

PLEASE NOTE

If your subscription has not been paid, this is the last
edition of our Newsletter and Journal (N° 58) which you
will receive. To settle the payment, please contact the
Treasurer (details on page 628) or it may be that you
would like to become a Corresponding Member. lan will
be pleased to help.

Thank you. Heather.

And back to today — well, not entirely............

One of the topics of note which excites plenty of comment
currently is the state of the roads and the potholes - none
more so probably than a stretch of the road to and from
Mark Cross.

Once upon a time, it was very different, positively
poetically nostalgic .......
MARK CROSS
by E. Ballantine, writing in 1892

Northward a sylvan maze the eye entrances,
Westward bright Crowborough meets the sky

While to the south old Mayfield’s spire enhances

A scene, quite Edenlike, that we descry,

And eastward, Beauty still unveils her face
The Weald in all its quiet grandeur lies

And Wadhurst with soft undulating grace
Completes the circle of this Paradise.

Vain would I linger where true rural charms
Invite Contentment with attendant Joy,
Till death should fold me in his carrying arms,
To yet a brighter land my song t’employ.

26/AM/101

Finally a couple of Snippets from the Centre:-

From the Daily Sketch edition of the Coronation Day of
HM King George VI

“It’s a wise hen that knows its own egg. It's a wiser one that can
anticipate the Coronation by a day as did a Sittingbourne (Kent)
hen... Yesterday it laid an egg with a letter “C” marked clearly
on the shell. The shell was brown and the letter stood out in a
darker shade of brown’ Daily Sketch 12/5/1937

“Canned cheese on the way — canned, crustless cheese will keep
fresh for months without going hard or dry, may shortly appear
on the market. The cheese is packed in a can fitted with a
valve, which permits gases given  off by the cheese to escape,
but prevents air from entering. Cheese has been kept perfectly
fresh in this manner for more than a year. The process is
American, and is being tested in this country.

Daily Sketch 12/5/1937 Rachel Ring

HISTORY SOCIETY TALKS PROGRAMME

Wadhurst 2026
History Talks are usually on the second Thursdays in the
Society Commemoration Hall with doors and Bar

open 7.30 for 8 pm.
Everyone is welcome for a small donation.

Date Subject Speaker
9 July The Titanic and her Times Dr. Stephen Goss
10 Sept | Napoleon’s Obsession — Invasion of Brig. Hugh Willing
England
8 Oct Frosts, Freezes, and Fairs lan Currie
12 Nov | My Life in Comedy Colin Bostock-
Smith
11 Dec | AGM, mulled wine, mince pies and
Christmas Entertainment
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o see more of our archives, consult

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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