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went to live with his aristocratic and pushy mother in Paris.  For a 
while he painted portraits including ones of his parents, but his 
ambitious mother used her influence and gained him a place at 
the studio of Bonnet in Montmartre, the area known for its 
Bohemian lifestyle and he did not stray far from there for 20 years. 
 
Bonnet moved on and Toulouse-Lautrec moved to the studio of 
Fernand Cormon in 1882 where he studied for five years alongside  
 artists such as Émile Bernard and Vincent Van Gogh.   Cormon 
encouraged his students to go out and paint en plein air and during 
this time Toulouse-Lautrec met Suzanne Valadon who became his 
regular model and muse.   It is believed that they were lovers.   In 
addition to his growing alcoholism, he visited prostitutes and was 
fascinated by their life-style and so painted many of them. 
 
The Moulin Rouge cabaret club opened in 1889 and Lautrec was 
commissioned to paint publicity posters to be seen throughout 
Paris which was good publicity for him.   Other artists disapproved 
of this but it was a way for him to make a living.   At the Chat Noir 
Club Henri Rivière produced a shadow play which fascinated 
Lautrec and influenced some of his works. This was a cheap 
entertainment for working and middle classes with plenty of 
alcohol, dancing on the tables, and music. A musician, Aristide 
Braun, at these shows, sold song sheets illustrated by Lautrec.   It 
is rumoured that he never got payment for these!    
    
The Moulin Rouge was a seedy place with Can Can dancers.  
Montmartre was the working-class area of Paris where women 
would dress up to attract male customers.   Lautrec painted a 
dancer called La Goulue – The Glutton. She was eventually sacked 
and asked Lautrec to paint posters advertising her “circus”.   She 
died in poverty in the 1930s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La Goulue 
 

There was a demonstration by students under the banner ‘La 
Grande Épidémie de Pornographie’, the banning of Pornography 
by the authorities.   There were Maisons Closées, Houses of 
Tolerance, which were premises licenced for prostitution.   The 
owners of these premises preferred to remain anonymous! 
 
     Toulouse-Lautrec descended into alcoholism, drinking a 
mixture of absinthe and cognac.  He walked with a hollow walking 
cane filled with alcohol so he always had some handy.   In 1899 
alcoholism began to take its toll and his mother sent him to a 
sanatorium for three months, but on release he returned to his 
studio in Montmartre and resumed drinking.  On 9th September 
1901 aged 36 he died at his mother’s estate in Bordeaux. 

Wendy Barr 
 

MAY 2025:      GEORGIAN LONDON 
by Ian Bevan 

 
   Despite it being half term, there was a good attendance at Ian 
Bevan’s presentation on Georgian London.  As a published author and 
licensed City of London Guide, his was a captivating talk! 
 
The Georgian period was ‘the eighteenth century plus a bit’.  When 
Queen Anne died in 1714, its population was about half a million 
people, which would double in size by 1801.  Ian’s first picture was 
that of the Lord Mayor’s show, by Canaletto, showing the many floats 
on the River Thames. 
 
Architecturally, this is the time of Christopher Wren, who rebuilt all 
the public buildings in London after the Great Fire.  Wren lived until 
he was 91 - and was still working on his last day.  Nicholas Hawksmoor 
took over the mantle, building six new churches under the Tories’ 
new Churches Act to cater for London’s expanding population (and to 
make a political statement).  Ian showed us photos of some lovely 
churches built under this Act: St Alfred’s in Greenwich, and St Anne’s 
Limehouse, a church that dominates the landscape, suggesting that 
worship here was a worthier affair compared to attendance at the 
surrounding non-conformist chapels. Ian showed us other churches 
worthy of a visit - e.g., like Christchurch Spitalfields, and St Mary’s 
Woolnoth, with its unusual towers.   
 
Sir John Vanbrugh was Commissioner for the new churches.  He had 
an adventurous background, dropping out of the army, becoming an 
English spy in France and getting locked up in the Bastille for his 
efforts!   He returned home eventually to become a spectacularly 
unsuccessful playwright:  all his plays were banned because they were 
so outrageous!  But his life’s triumph was as a gifted architect. He 
designed Castle Howard in Yorkshire, and Blenheim Palace.  Another 
church architect was James Gibbs, most famous for building St 
Martin-in-the-Fields in 1721 (George I became church warden 
there!).  Its design drew international acclaim, with nearly every 
church in New England copying it.  The picture of St John’s, Smith 
Square caused us to smile - its four corner pillars reminded Queen 
Anne of her footstool, upturned, and the church became known as 
‘Queen Anne’s Footstool’!    ‘Residential Squares’ first appeared in 
this period, the best-preserved being Bedford Square (1740).  
Palladian architecture became fashionable, brought back by 
aristocrats returning from the Grand Tour.  Examples we can see 
today are Burlington House and Chiswick House.  
 
London streets had a rude traffic system: basically, “chairmen” 
assumed right of way, and if you crossed their path, you were kicked 
aside!  Street houses reflected wealth: the more steps up to the grand 
entrance to your property, the wealthier you appeared, especially if 
you had installed an ornate fanlight above the door.  Unfortunately, 
there are only steps down to my property, and no fanlight… 
 
Shopping became a pastime.   Shops had windows displaying their 
wares, and perhaps the expression ‘going shopping’ was first coined 
in these times!  One surviving shop from this period is Fortnum and 
Mason.   
London at that time was a dangerous place, but Henry Fielding and 
his brother John became magistrates of Bow Street to bring about 
some law and order.  To assist them, they hired ‘heavies’ known as 
the Bow Street Runners.   John Fielding was blind, but boasted that he 
could recognize 3,000 criminals by the sound of their voices. 
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Socially, you could enjoy a nice evening out if you had a bit of 
money. One such venue was Vauxhall Gardens, where you could 
hire a box and be provided with food and drink while Handel 
performed one of his concerts. Or you could visit Hyde Park, or St 
James’ Park, both intended for aristocratic patronage only, of 
course. 
Many theatres were built in the 18th century, and when the 
Shakespearean actor David Garrett took over the Theatre Royal, 
he introduced some novel ideas:   
Rehearsing beforehand; 
and if you turned up 
after the third act you 
were charged only half 
price.  The actor and 
playwright Richard 
Sheridan was notorious 
for never finishing his 
plays in time - one 
example was ‘The Critic’, 
due to be played the 
next day but unfinished.   
So he was incarcerated 
in a church the night 
before with a bottle of 
gin and ordered to finish 
it!  The actor Richard Baddeley started life as a cook and valet 
before taking to the stage.  He bequeathed £3 per year to provide 
wine and cake at the Drury Lane Theatre’s Twelfth Night, a 
practice that’s continued to this day!  New theatre innovations in 
this period included the first iron safety curtain, and the 
introduction of gas lighting. Ian told us that, sadly, the majority of 
people were very poor indeed, their miserable state captured in 
Hogarth’s famous painting of squalor and mess, where people 
took to gin as a cheap way out.  
Many alms houses were built by wealthy philanthropists such as 
Thomas Coram, who with his wife set up the first foundling 
hospital to rescue some of the thousands of babies abandoned by 
women who simply could not afford to keep them.  The museum 
in Brunswick Square has poignant displays of the ‘tokens’ mothers 
left with the babies - buttons or material - in the hope that they 
might be reunited at some point. 
This was a time when the first ‘bypass’ was built - to force sheep 
drovers to go round wealthy Bloomsbury rather than straight 
through it.  It was also a period when new bridges were built over 
the Thames:  Westminster, Blackfriars and Waterloo, which 
encouraged the development of places like Dulwich and Clapham 
due to easier access to pleasant dwellings in the countryside.  
Ian mentioned many other interesting developments, like Carlton 
House, built over many years by John Nash at huge personal 
expense for the Prince Regent, who ultimately never lived in it, 
when he become king, so Nash knocked it all down! Nash also built 
Regent Street with its famous landmark, All Souls’ Langham Place.  
Other important structures of the period are Trafalgar Square, 
Nelson’s Column and the Dulwich Picture Gallery, built by Sir John 
Soane, with its glass roof that enabled the contents to be seen in 
natural light. 
Another famous architect was Thomas Cubitt, who designed 
Mayfair and Belgravia: he hired the best carpenters and 
bricklayers, and paid them well.  That’s why those good things 
survive to this day.   
]Ian was roundly applauded for his captivating talk. 

 Phil Hart 

 
JUNE 2025:    Our speaker on Smuggling had to be hospitalized as an 
emergency.  We later sent him our best wishes for a swift recovery.  
As a result, on the spot, Stefan Gatward, Philip Lenanton, John 
Phipson and Rachel Ring stepped in and offered insights into various 
aspects of their interests.  It proved to be a much appreciated  and 
entertaining evening.  We thank them for their initiative.  
 
JULY 2025:    

TALES FROM THE TIMES OF THE BROTISH RAJ 
byRukshana Master 

Rukshana Master gave us an entertaining and upbeat story based on 
the autobiography of her great-great grandmother, Dosebai 
Jessawalla (1831-1911), who lived in India at the time of the British 
Raj. Rukshana herself was born in India in 1949 but has lived in 
England for 55 years.  
She gave us a brief overview of that subcontinent’s history, and of 
how in the 17th Century the Portuguese, the French and the Dutch 
started to exploit its lucrative resources, with the British forming the 
East India Company to exploit trade opportunities.  When King 
Charles II married a Portuguese princess, the Portuguese gave him 
what they thought was a quite worthless dowry – Bombay – which 
the King promptly sold to the East India company for 10 guineas, in 
return for a loan of 50,000 guineas which, apparently, he never paid 
back.  

In 1858 Queen Victoria dissolved the Company and instigated the 
British Raj, under which - amongst other things - the education of 
Indian women flourished. The Raj ‘did a lot of good for India’, 
Rukshana said.  
Dosebai was a Parsi – a Persian immigrant group. The Parsis were 
hard-working and charitable, and Dosebai’s huge family were 
wealthy. Her forward-thinking mother had her educated in an English 
school, the first Indian Parsi girl to have done so. It was unheard-of in 
those days because Indian girls didn’t receive an education. Aged 
seventeen, Dosebai married a wealthy widower, whose family 
bestowed on her every luxury. Perhaps the first was an open carriage 
with horses – again unheard of at the time – Parsi women always 

travelled in closed carriages 
where no one could look out or in.   
Dosebai, adventurous and free-
spirited, visited the Durbah of 
1877, where Queen Victoria 
would be proclaimed Empress of 
India. Dosebai came to the 
attention of Lady Lytton, wife of 
the Viceroy of India. Lady Lytton 
was interested in the lot of Indian 
women, especially this lady, the 
first Parsi woman to attend the 
Durbar, wearing her embroidered 
sari and bedecked with jewels.  
They became friends, and on one 
visit Dosebai offered a cap that 

she had embroidered herself with pearls, gold thread and enamels.  
One hundred and forty-five years later, Rukshana discovered the cap 
in the Raj Exhibition at Knebworth House. 
Dosebai visited the Paris Exhibition of 1878 and seized the 
opportunity to go up in one of the first hot-air balloons. She refused 
to let her son accompany her, saying it was much too dangerous. She 
took a rock, a pencil, paper and a flask of brandy with her, so that if 
anything went wrong, she could write her last will and testament and 
throw it down! 



617
592 

 

 

From Paris she completed a European tour and managed to 
procure a private audience with the Pope. She was somewhat put 
off, however, when she was told that she would first have to kiss 
his feet.  She got out of that by saying it was against her religion, 
so she was allowed to kiss the Pope’s hand, instead.   
At the age of 77 – advanced in those days – she set off on a world 
tour, eventually ending up in England. She decided that public 
transport was too tiring for her, so she bought a car and drove to 
a royal garden party at Windsor, to be presented to King Edward 
VII and Queen Alexandra – albeit late because her car had suffered 
a puncture – but the King and Queen waited for her. 
Rukshana mentioned the travelling spirit of her grandparents and 
parents too: they bought a seven-seater car, loaded it with tins of 
food etc and travelled to Kashmir.   But en route they had a spot 
of bother: the Hindu nations would not allow corned beef in, and 
the Hindus banned pork. To get round this, they removed the 
labels from all the tins and ended up with some interesting meals! 
The King of Kashmir would not allow the British to buy land or build 
houses, so enterprising Brits built luxuriant houseboats instead. 
Rukshana ended her enjoyable talk by encouraging us all to put 
our own memoirs down on paper, because ‘even if your children 
and grandchildren aren’t interested, your great, great grandchild 
might be’.  Two books were available for purchase: ‘A Cap for the 
King’, and ‘As it Happens’ (‘A sparkling adventure through life on 
the bright side’), both by Rukshana Master. 

Phil Hart 
 

SEPTEMBER 2025: 
BATTLE of BRITAIN – VICTORY AGAINST THE ODDS 

by Guy Bartlett  
We watched as fighter planes flew over the English countryside 
(on film, at least), setting the scene for Guy’s excellent talk. The 
victory of the Battle of Britain was against the “odds” inasmuch as 
the Luftwaffe had 2600 aircraft against our 654, 2500 air aces 
against our 3000 largely inexperienced pilots, and high morale, 
following overwhelming successes against the occupied countries 
of mainland Europe. 
Thus, the time seemed ripe for Hitler to conquer British airspace 
preparatory to his launching Operation Sea Lion [Seelöwe] to 
invade southern England, but, in the event, poor weather and 
logistical issues (such as inadequate reserves of fuel) were to 
scotch his plan, yet neither was he able to control our skies 
strategically before implementing it. 
Britain had a number of significant resources:  home advantage 
meant that a downed RAF pilot was not liable to be captured, a 
damaged plane could limp home somehow, and less fuel was 
necessary for our defence, compared to the Germans’ need to 
travel considerable distances to/from the continent to take on the 
RAF. Squadron Leader Adolph ‘Sailor’ Malan of the RAF, 
commanding 74 Squadron, produced a booklet on battle tactics 
which was to prove invaluable to Allied pilots. Its detailed points 
could be summed up as initiative, aggression, discipline and 
teamwork. Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding introduced the 
Dowding System, managing very limited resources, including the 
Chain Home and Chain Home Low systems (pre-dating radar), with 
56 stations pointing their tall antennae into the sky. However, 
these antennae looked outwards, being rendered useless once a 
German plane had crossed into UK airspace. A humorous item of 
deception (today’s “fake news”) was a poster campaign promoting 
the regular eating of carrots to improve RAF pilots’ night vision, 
putting the apparently gullible Luftwaffe off the scent of British 
defensive applications. 

The introduction of radar operators, mainly women, later known as 
predictors, together with the Observer Corps’ tracking of enemy 
planes once they had crossed the Channel enabled accurate 
information (such as numbers of enemy planes, where they were 
headed, their likely targets, and how best to defend against them) to 
be passed to Bentley Priory, where the information was filtered, fed 
to the Operations Room and thence to relevant airbases for anti-
aircraft batteries, barrage balloons, and aircraft to be deployed as 
required. The Observer Corps was so effective that it earned the title 
Royal Observer Corps in 1941. 
Additional groups which 
were of paramount 
importance, although 
perhaps less heralded 
were Balloon Command 
(utilising 1400 balloons at 
up to 2500 feet in 1940), 
RAF ground crews (teams 
of two men repairing, rearming, and refuelling a plane in just 20 
minutes), and the Air Transport Auxiliary (staffed by female pilots and 
men either too old for combat flying duties or disabled), tasked with 
delivering new aircraft from northern factories to airfields in the 
south and east of England. 
 
The main benefits possessed by the RAF were: 
 
● Home advantage 
● In addition to RAF personnel, flying for the freedom of our skies 
were 595 foreign pilots, including 84 Czechs and 145 Poles. 
● Better intelligence (in the military sense of the term)  
● Better use of resources 
● Lower losses (a German bomber carried several crew, against the 
RAF fighter plane’s single pilot). On 18TH  August 1940, for instance, 
the RAF lost 68 planes compared to the Luftwaffe’s 69, but in terms 
of men lost, it was 60 for the RAF, 220 for the Luftwaffe. 
● The Nazis were becoming increasingly frustrated by their failure to 
subjugate Britain as they had overcome France and other European 
nations. 
● Hitler’s mistake was to redirect his venom against civilian targets. 
Although it doubtlessly affected morale, the “Blitz Spirit” entered the 
British psyche and was to prevail, while the RAF could regroup. 
Following that first day of the Blitz, 7TH  September 1940, Churchill 
condemned Hitler over the wireless in exceptionally strong terms. 
 
The outcome of the Battle of Britain, in statistical terms, was 544 RAF 
pilots killed (average age 22 years), compared with around 2500 
Luftwaffe, a ratio of almost 5 to 1. Although the Supermarine Spitfire 
remains the beautiful, iconic darling of the battle, the humble, rather 
plain Hawker Hurricane was actually more successful, but both, 
together with the men and women engaged on the ground ensured 
that no enemy invaded English soil at any time during the Second 
World War, thanks in no small part to the Battle of Britain’s victory 
against the odds. 
 
A 2015 anniversary film showing wartime era aircraft enthralled the 
audience as Guy brought this highly informative, educational, and 
thought-provoking presentation to a close, four days away from the 
85th anniversary of Battle of Britain Day.    
                                                                            Stefan Gatward  
 

  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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We are very grateful to all the speakers and those who give 
us the write-ups of their talks for their presentations and 
work.  They are much appreciated especially to those who 
are not able to be present at the evenings.  
 
   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
 

The VJ Day Exhibition was our Tribute 
to all the Allied  Forces who served 

between 1939 and 1945. 
Friday 15th August 2025 

marked the 80th Anniversary  
of the ending of the 2nd World War. 

 
The History Centre and Orchard Room housed two rooms of 
impressive and poignant information, intriguing 
memorabilia, personal reminiscences, and eye-catching 
displays and artefacts covering the years of 1815 to 1945 
and their consequences.  It was sad that we could hold it for 
only one day for the response to our visitors was positively 
tangible and they were clearly moved by how much we had 
learned. The subsequent evening performance by Mr 
Winston Churchill (aka Tony Harris) in the Commemoration 
Hall and the short Acknowledgement of Remembrance 
concluded a fitting tribute.   
We were exhausted but also very grateful for the support by 
so many who helped us in this ambitious project.  The 
message was definitely remembered  
 

When you go home, tell them of us, and say 
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.  

 
 

 
War Memorial, Wadhurst  

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Chairman’s Plea. 
 

The Wadhurst History Society               October 2025 
 
We have been in existence for almost exactly 22 years this month and 
some of us have been working from Day One - still actively and, we 
hope, productively, as just reporting of the recent VJ Exhibition.      I 
think you appreciate the monthly talks and their subsequent write-
ups, the Newsletters,  the Exhibitions,  the special events like garden 
parties and the performance of Fake News with Donald Trump,  the 
outings....... 
BUT 
You  are also certainly aware that we have become a very small group 
of people providing practical support.   Recently we have been really 
struggling to deal, however,  with what we should be covering as 
regards the general archival work of the Society -   mainly because of 
major health issues.    That is why we really do now need your support.  
 
Over the years, we have each developed our different skills and varied 
interests and have enjoyed the challenges we have faced and that is 
why the History Society has become such a success story. It  has 
become, in a way, the victim of our success.  It has become a valuable 
resource of knowledge and information, a visible history of our 
community which increases almost literally every day, and it is used 
locally, nationally and internationally – all from two rooms and a store 
room under the stage! 
 
You also have different and varied skills and now we hope you will 
take the opportunity to use your broad experience by supporting the 
Wadhurst History Society.  You also may know somebody in your 
family, or among your neighbours who would be interested in history 
in general and in the valuable assets of the community of Wadhurst - 
and would like to continue what we have started.  People’s 
reminiscences and knowledge are important as are casual chats in the 
shops, 
 
We do need your help. How could you help? How will you help?   
 –   helping in the Centre and giving technical practical support, 
researching, meeting and greeting, making tea and coffee?  Or what 
else could you do?  
Vital rôles do need filling now, but actually any help no matter how 
small would be welcome.  Could you give us some time in the Centre 
on the administration side, like filing so that you know your way 
around?  Then it will not be long before you will discover a visitor who 
pops in to seek an answer and it is actually you yourself who knows 
the answer!   You can make a difference and that can be very 
satisfying and intriguing.   
Remember - None of us -  Not one single one of us was an expert 
when we started so you don’t have to worry about “I wouldn’t know 
anything”.   Neither did we! 
Our addresses and contact details are on the second page of every 
Newsletter so please will you contact somebody?   Please do it now.  
Don’t wait. 
With you on board our Society (rather like “HMS Victory” or the  
“Mayflower” ) we can sail on with a fair breeze;  without you and your 
support, it could be a short trip.  

SOS _ Support (or Save) our Society! 
 

Heather Woodward  
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Diverse Delights 

As always we really appreciate your individual items of 
interest and here we start another addition to our WHS 
Publication” “Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion. South Park”: 
 
 

A Letter from Lettice Stevenson to her son Patric 
written in 1919 

 
 

While continuing to research the lives of the Revd. 
Stevenson, his wife Lettice and their artist son, Patric, we 
received a copy of a letter written from Lettice Stevenson to 
Patric while he was at boarding school.   
  
In an earlier article (Newsletter/Journal No.54) we 
mentioned that  Patric’s son,  Leslie, remembered “some 
talk of him having unhappily attended a prep school (St 
Edwards?)”.   We now know from the letter and the address 
on its envelope that in 1919 he was attending St Cyprian’s 
school in Eastbourne.    St Cyprian's was founded in 1899 and 
closed in 1943.  It was little different from other leading prep 
schools of the time in placing emphasis on the development 
of self-reliance and integrity in accordance with the ethos of 
“muscular Christianity”.  It had many famous alumni 
including Cecil Beaton, Eric Blair (George Orwell), Gavin 
Maxwell, Alan Clark and Cyril Connolly.  Most alumni 
seemed to have found their schooldays  a positive 
experience but George Orwell (who was there in 1915) was 
an exception. He wrote such an excoriating account of his 
time there that it  was considered  libellous.   
If Patric was unhappy at St Cyprian’s, however,  it is not 
reflected in Lettice’s letter.   
 

 
St Cyprian’s school, Eastbourne 

 
The 1919 letter transcribed below is merely dated ‘Tuesday’, 
but one can infer from the content that it was probably 
written on 10th June.  Judging by the eccentric punctuation 
and the many abbreviations it was written in haste.  The bold 
handwriting, the rapid changes of topic and the frequent use 
of under linings and multiple exclamation marks to give 
emphasis are consistent with what we know of Lettice’s 
exuberant personality. Her compassion for the wounded 
boy and the efforts she is making to provide practical help 
are also characteristic.  

 
 
Tuesday  2.10 p.m. In garden  
 
My darling Patric 
 
You do write grand long letters now. Your last is so interesting 
& thanks so much for telling us the milk is going down, that is 
lovely news ɤ we are awfully glad to hear it. Bostock’s  Circus 
has arrived in Wadhurst in the field opposite to Hill House they 
are giving 2 performances today but Daddy ɤ I are not going – 
of course if you were here at home we would go. Some man 
who saw it at Robertsbridge the other day says “it is a very poor 
show” . I will give your love to Daddy on Sat. he will be so 
pleased that you remembered his birthday. I am so interested 
to hear of the “Sale” ɤ will send you a little parcel of “goods” to 
sell. What is the Sale in aid of ? is it for Missions? ɤ is it on 
Wednesday 18th June? because if it is  I think Daddy ɤ I will try ɤ 
come down on Sat. 21st instead. So be sure to tell me when you 
write next. I think I shall be able to sell the bees – I might get 
30/- for Mr Lyon!!! Nannie and Mrs London are going to have a 
day in Tun: Wells on Thursday and I thought I would ask Nurse 
to buy some fireworks to start your “Peace Celebration” stock.  
You must learn to play tennis this summer. Nannie is going to 
make some little Rosemary bags for your Sale : it is too early for 
lavender. 
Your seeds are all coming up nicely . We sang our WhitSunday 
Anthem “God is a spirit”  on Sunday – I wonder if you had an 
Anthem?  We hope to have Sunday July 6 in Eastbourne ɤ then 
will attend Chapel if we may? 
We are going out to tea today with the Shepheard . Walwyns in 
their new home Cassiobury.  I got Bert Mitten the soldier boy 
that you used to pray for when he was so ill (after being 
wounded) to do up my cycle – he has only one arm ɤ he has 
done it so well. I want to help to set him up in a little business  - 
cycle mending le ɤ am going to see if I can get the little wooden 
shop Parks used to have opposite -Post Office  free of rent for 
him to start in  - it belongs to O.T. Corke.  Do you think he will 
let me have it?!!!.  
Heaps of love from all at home , especially Mother .xxxxxX 
 
In addition to giving an insight into Lettice’s busy life the letter 
mentions a hitherto unrecorded aspect of Wadhurst’s cultural 
life: the arrival of a travelling circus.   
 
Bostock’s circus had its origins in the Bostock and Wombell 
Menagerie. One member of the Bostock family, Edward 
Bostock, expanded the family’s business operations  to include 
a travelling circus which travelled widely in the South East and 
throughout Britain. As the illustration shows the circus was 
firmly founded on acts featuring various exotic animals.   
Judging from Lettice’s remark, audiences in nearby 
Roberstbridge were not overly impressed.    

Arthur Dewar and Rachel Ring  
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Part of Bostock’s circus on the road 
 
A very different slant for our local history:  
 

AN IRONSTONE FIND IN WADHURST 
 
Ironstone was quarried to feed the demand for iron.  The 
WHS has an example of a piece of ironstone, it is large and 
heavy for what seems a large cobblestone.   

 
The land around Wadhurst is rich in 
ironstone, originating in the Wealden 
Beds.  Around 136 million years ago 
rocks were formed beneath the land 
we now live on, in the early 
Cretaceous period.  Starting with the 
Ashdown sands, "beds" of sands and 
silts formed, with clay containing 
ironstone nodules overlaying. 

It was this easily accessible ironstone that was quarried to 
feed the early iron-working industry during the Roman 
times.  This continued to a much greater extent during the 
medieval period of history when iron was needed for 
armaments, such as for production of cast iron cannons.   
Trees cut down in the forested Weald supplied the charcoal 
needed to create the high temperature needed for the 
smelting of ironstone.  
This smelting process separates the iron from the impurities 
in the ironstone. 
As for the details of the large implement below, my 
archaeologist friend has confirmed it is ironstone, probably 
from the Wealden beds. It is iron rich and was quarried to 
feed the demand for iron. I weighed it and it was just under 
a kilogram in weight, - about two pounds in imperial weight 
measures.      

Neville Trippett  
 

 
 
 
 

The Memories of two young lads. 
 

STREET PEOPLE IN  BERMONDSEY DURING THE 
1940s/1950s 

Living, as I did, at my parents’ managed tobacconist’s shop in 
Bermondsey, I clearly remember the people whom one saw 
every day, during that period when we lived there, from my 
infancy until 5 October 1959, exactly one week past my 
thirteenth birthday. A few of them are remembered here. 
 
The Lamplighter was a man named George, who appeared on 
a bicycle in the early evening, with a very long pole, with which 
he lit the street gas lamp on the street corner. 
News vans came along each evening, one being crimson, 
another dark green and silver, and the third yellow, throwing 
out bundles of evening papers for the paper boy, who would 
then call out “Star, News, and Standard”, the names of those 
three papers. 
The Milkman, another George, wore a long apron in navy blue 
with thin white hoops, and always had a pencil poised over his 
left ear. Milk came in glass bottles, but there was also Suki Sun-
cap, a pleasant orange drink. My friends who lived in prefabs 
used to get their mothers to pour the drink into the ice tray to 
make a kind of ice lollipop. [Only the prefabs had fridges: we 
just had a cold slab in the larder] 
The Postman entered our shop early in the mornings, 
immaculately attired, like a guardsman, wearing his navy blue 
uniform with red stripe going down the trouser leg, a peaked 
cap, and carrying a brown sack over his shoulder. He even 
delivered on Christmas Day, when my father would offer him a 
small sherry; he was due to finish around noon, and then go off 
to join his family. 
 
National Servicemen would appear from time to time, wearing 
Army or RAF uniforms. They were the older brothers of some 
of my friends, intriguingly all of them seeming to have acquired 
a motorbike and a girlfriend! 
Tommy Steele (Tommy Hicks to us), was becoming famous, and 
would drive round in his white Ford Consul to get his Peter 
Stuyvesant cigarettes at our shop. I remember him once driving 
over to Telefusion to pay the TV rental, just after the lunchtime 
hooter sounded at Lipton’s factory. On his emerging from the 
TV shop, he saw his car bedecked with “I love Tommy” and 
suchlike in bright red lipstick, thanks to the adulation of the 
factory girls in their green overalls and white turbans. 
 
These are just a few memories, but I should also mention that 
all men and women wore hats, schoolboys wore school caps, 
and most adults smoked (which was handy for our shop’s 
business). My own father was never seen in public without a 
dark suit, tie, trilby hat, and a Senior Service cigarette. 

Stefan Gatward  
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Memories of a 1960’s morning paper round 
delivery boy in Wadhurst. 

 
As a 13 year old Schoolboy, in 1964, I started work for Mrs 
Kit Newington at Wadhurst Newsagents in the High Street, 
the premises are now occupied by the Barbershop opposite 
Jepson’s car park entrance. 
Early each morning the newspapers and magazines were 
collected from the Railway Station and delivered to the 
upper floor of the two storey warehouse at the rear of the 
shop. The upper floor was reached by climbing narrow 
wooden steps. The papers including The Times, Daily 
Telegraph, Daily Express,  Daily Sketch and the Financial 
Times were stacked in piles on benches and the rounds were 
compiled by Denis Weston and Phil Barrow who used 
separate note-books for each round which listed each 
customer’s name, their address and their required 
newspapers/magazines.  
At around 7:30 am in all weathers the delivery boys arrived 
by bicycle to collect their newspapers with their large square 
shaped delivery bags. On Thursdays the Radio Times and on 
Fridays the Kent and Sussex Courier added to the burden of 
the delivery bags. Because of the volume, on Fridays the 
rounds had to be split and delivered in two halves.  
Mrs Newington sold her business to Mr and Mrs Robert 
Graham in 1965 and I continued to work at the Newsagents 
for them. Their daughter Sally helped to compile the 
morning rounds. Mr and Mrs Graham kept a female Beagle 
dog named “Honey” who was great fun and would 
occasionally arrive in the upper room and cause chaos by 
getting on to the work benches and knocking over the piles 
of prepared newspapers. 
My round was the Town Round which was comprised of 
deliveries to many High Street properties including the flats 
above the newly built shops on the site of the 1956 R.A.F 
Meteor air crash disaster. There are steep steps at the rear 
to climb to make deliveries to them. I also made deliveries 
to Church Street and the Twitten, St James’s Square, 
Blacksmith’s Lane, Washwell Lane, Townlands Road and 
Courthope Avenue.  
Lower Town Round was a very long round and comprised of 
deliveries to properties in Lower High Street beyond St 
James’s Square from April Cottage onwards including 
Kemps, Walters Cottages, Mount Pleasant Cottages, Balliol 
Cottages, Laurel Bank, Wesley House, Brinkers Lane and 
Walland. The delivery boy at that time was Brian Hunter. 
Upper Town round included deliveries to properties from 
the Newsagents towards Sparrows Green Corner including 
the Vicarage, Hill House and Green Square.  
Other Rounds included Faircrouch, Woods Green and 
Ticehurst House, which was collected each morning by a Mr 
White Hyde. 
I worked for Mr and Mrs Graham until I left School and 
started my working life in E. P. Siggers and Co. Builders Office 
in Tunbridge Wells. 

Anthony Cosham 

And  local facts: 
 

How well do you know your area in Wadhurst? 

  
Jonas Lane, Wadhurst 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before WWII, at the top of the hill  Jonas Lane was a quiet 
country lane leading from Durgates to Old Station Road.  On 
the left you can just see the roof of the abattoir.  
 
At the end of WWII Italian prisoners of war built the first houses 
of Bankside in the valley at the bottom of Jonas Lane.  
Soon a crash programme of building extended to Queens 
Cottages and Prefabs were built where Bayham Court now 
stands. 

Anthony Cosham 
 
Can you tell us more about any other areas of Wadhurst which 
have changed radically?   Do tell us.     
And what about places who are going to change soon before 
they become unrecognizable?   Perhaps with photographs?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In preparation for the AGM please find herewith some of 
the paperwork required.    Please bring this Newsletter 
with you.  Because of circumstances which have become 
increasingly difficult for the Society, it is particularly 
important that as many as possible of the Members are 
able to come to this evening’s discussions.  
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Thursday 11th December 2025 

Commemoration Hall 
7.30 for 8 pm 

~~~~~~ 
 
After the business meeting, mulled wine and mince pies will be followed by the welcome return of  our delightful harpist, 
Margaret Watson, whom we last saw at Chichester Cathedral Flower Festival. 
 
The Minutes will be formally agreed and signed:-  
 

Minutes of  the  20TH Annual General Meeting  of the Wadhurst History Society 
Thursday 12th December 2024 in the Commemoration Hall, Wadhurst 

 
1. 44 members attended (including one new).  Apologies for absence were received from Ian Adam-Smith, David and Gill James, 

Stefan Gatward, Brenda Oakeshott, Wendy Barr, Val Tunbridge, Margaret  Anderman, Harriet Phipson, Chris and Rachel Ring. 
2. The Acceptance of the Minutes of the AGM on 7th December 2023 with the original reports attached was agreed unanimously, 

proposed by John Phipson and seconded by Carolyn Mowll. 
3. Chairman’s Report: (full report attached to main copy) The Chairman, Heather Woodward, started on a positive note and advised 

those present that, despite health problems within the committee, recent meetings with both the Trustees and the committee 
have been much encouraged by the support of the community with what we have done this year.   Our monthly Talk Meetings 
have provided very good speakers and attracted visitors.  The 2025 programme is now finalised with half the 2026 talks booked 
already.   The highlight of the year was, however, the D-Day Exhibition on 6th June which was extremely well-attended including 
notably by the two Primary schools.   For this event, we used the suite of rooms below the Hall and this worked well for telling the 
story to an ever-changing audience. The effort put in by both contributors and participants on the day was notable.   The day 
finished with the lighting of the beacon which thrilled all those who lasted that long!   In late November, we staged another Fund-
raiser featuring our old friend Tony Harris who morphed into Margaret Thatcher, a splendid evening!   We have now welcomed 
Philip Lenanton on to the committee, and are also pleased to note that the small team of members on the rota helping to run the 
Centre has increased but we are always ready to welcome more.   Those at the Bar chatting over a coffee or glass of wine often 
inspire bright ideas as was the case with the D-day exhibition.   In the Centre, we continue to receive enquiries from near and far 
with other local people now more aware of how we can help.  The Chairman then thanked all those who volunteered to run the 
Bar, thank the speakers, write-up the talks for the Newsletter, or host visitors to the Centre.   She finished by thanking the 
committee for their loyal support and encouragement, and wished everyone a happy Christmas and healthy New Year.    

4. Treasurer’s Report: (full report attached to main copy and the Annual Accounts ending 31st August 2024 previously distributed).  
The only query was whether an Interest-attracting account could be a financial advantage. One of our Trustees explained that 
about 0.08% increase was not considered worthwhile and this was agreed.  The acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed 
by Hazel Hemsley and seconded by Harley Hodges. 

5. Election of the Committee for 2025:   The current team of Ian Adam-Smith, Anthony Cosham, Arthur Dewar, Peta Hodges, Philip 
Lenanton, Rachel Ring and Heather Woodward together with Neil Cumming and John Phipson as Trustees was prepared to 
continue.   The unanimous approval of the membership was proposed by Jane Austin and seconded by Jenny Oliver. 

6. Future plans for the Society (a) A suggestion of starting meetings half an hour earlier was defeated by a show of hands.  (b The 
possibility of an outing in June was mooted, with the committee currently investigating potential venues and costs.   (c) Tony Harris 
has been booked again for Saturday, 25th October 2025 and we look forward to hearing who his sixth character will be.   (d) The 
committee is considering with the Institute, Hall & Field our concerns about the external lighting for the path down the side of the 
building leading to our History Centre.   (e) The committee is very much aware of 2025 being the year which marks the 80th 
anniversaries of VE (Victory in Europe) Day, 8th May and VJ (Victory in Japan) Day, 15th August: commemoration or celebration?   
When should we mark the dates?   The committee is veering towards a (neutral) date in July and staging appropriate displays and 
an exhibition with catering (possibly during three days) plus a major entertainment.   Further discussion would be  encouraged in 
due course.(e) On Friday, 9th May, we may have a group from the ‘Twinners’ from Aubers visiting for the weekend and marking a 
ceremony at the War Memorial for the 110th Anniversary of the Battle of Aubers Ridge, which part of the commemoration could 
be shared with the History Society. 

7. Ideas and Comments from Members: (a) New member Jane Austin asked if membership could be on a flat rate of £20 per person. 
(b) Margaret McAuley suggested celebrating local customs, e.g. village traditions, or maypoles.  

8. AOB  The Chairman finished by announcing the next meetings on Thursday, 9th January entitled ‘Mr. Garrick’s Fireside’ with Pete 
Allen, and Thursday, 13th February with David Nicholson’s ‘Trafalgar – an overrated victory? 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~
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HISTORY SOCIETY TALKS PROGRAMME 
2026 

Talks are usually on the second Thursdays 
in the Commemoration Hall with doors                       

and Bar open 7.30 for 8 pm. 
                           Everyone is welcome for a small donation. 

  
 

Subject         Speaker 

    8 Jan  
           2026 

F S Mockford – Air Radio Pioneer Dale  
Mockford 

     12 Feb Mr Garrick’s Fireside Pete Allen 

   12 March London’s Docklands Philip 
 Lenanton 

     9 April Women in Intelligence Dr Helen Fry 

    14 May Ration Book Britain Toni Mount 

    11 June Shopping through the Ages in England Gilly  
Halcrow 

     9 July The Titanic and her Times Dr Stephen  
Goss 

    10 Sept Napoleon’s Obsession:  Invasion of 
England 

Brig. Hugh  
Willing 

     8 Oct Frosts, Freezes and Fairs Ian Currie 

    12 Nov My L:ife in Comedy Colin  
Bostock-Smith 

    10 Dec AGM, mulled wine, mince pies and 
Christmas Entertainment 

 

 
We have previously mentioned the importance of  
talking about our memories and so may I reiterate:-  

‘With the ever-increasing spread of the Internet as the 
“only” means of communication, we are concerned 
about the generations of the future who will be 
unable to research their histories because there are so 
few written documents’. 

Please tell us about your own stories and comments, be they 
written or spoken.    We see changes in Wadhurst practically 
every day e.g. yet another shop closed etc. Write a note to 
us so that we learn what and who used to be there, roughly 
perhaps can you be reasonably sure about what dates;  if 
there are pictures , can you name the individuals or the 
place. 

Thank you for those from Wadhurst in years to come.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

To see more of our archives, consult  
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org 

Newsletter printed by Sustainable etc.   

etc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER TO SEND IN WADHURST 
RELATED OR GENERAL HISTORY 

QUESTIONS! 
 

ALSO IF YOU ARE DOWN-SIZING OR 
JUST CLEARING SOME SPACE AND FIND 
WADHURST- RELATED DOCUMENTS OR 
GOODS WHICH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
DO NOT WANT, DO LET US KNOW 
BECAUSE FUTURE GENERATIONS 
MIGHT BE ENTHRALLED. 

Newsletter printed by 
Sustainable Print Limited 
on 100% recycled paper

www.sustainableprint.co.uk
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To see more of our archives, consult 

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org 

Newsletter printed by Hi-Rez Design & Print, 
Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DY 
Tel: 01580 212118 E-mail: rez@hi-rez.design 
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