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80th Anniversary of D-Day 1944

 The individual sands and pebbles showing the different components of each of the Normandy beaches.

After some months’ delay because of circumstances beyond our control, we are, with apologies, at last able to present 
the 56th issue of our Newsletter and Journal.   

Unfortunately, the years of 2024 and 2025 bring many anniversaries of significant events which need to be commemorated 
rather than celebrated. In our own current unsettled times, the Society tries not to concentrate on war but one 2024 
date which was of major significance was the 80th Anniverary of D-Day, 6th June 1944. The Canadian soldiers who had 
been billeted in Wadhurst for months and even years prior to this deployment found themselves at the centre of the 
action there.   The subsequent Exhibiton we presented at the Wadhurst History Centre in june 2024 proved thought-
provoking and much appreciated as you will discover in the pages that follow.

In 2025, sadly, we still live in unsettled times in many troubled spots of the world.  Again we have to mark the importance 
of Remembrance.  Here in Wadhurst, plans are underway for VE/VJ commemorations and celebrations for the end of 
the 2nd World War, which  terminated  with the dropping of the two atomic bombs; we also remember the impact upon 
the community of Wadhurst  of  the Battle of Aubers Ridge in May 1915.  We are acknowledging therefore the 31 years 
of turmoil  from 1914 – 1945 and can only hope that the years to come will allow us to celebrate  happier events.  

www. wadhursthistorysociety.org
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insight into how Tudor people clad themselves and how 
dancing was a major source of relaxation for that era.

Glynis and David were dressed in beautiful Tudor-style 
costumes, which they made by hand themselves. They also set 
out a range of clothing, again handmade, and showed how the 
Tudor generation’s mode of dress would have looked. Glynis 
explained they would refer to age group and to how style of 
dressing could be dictated by position in society.   Choice of 
Tudor clothing was dictated by their being able to buy what was 
liked, as well as by one’s place in society, so the demonstration 
first showed how upper class babies would have been clad. It 
was interesting to hear that boys and girls were all dressed in 
exactly the same way until they were about five and then they 
wore  replicas of what mum and dad would wear. Initially babies 
would have been swaddled in wrappings to maintain warmth.   
Babies of wealthy families would usually have lace or black 
edging. The use of black edging for a baby, which sounds so 
inappropriate now, was a very expensive option and therefore 
announced that this baby’s family was of the upper classes 
and could afford to provide such lavish embellishment. Black  
made a statement of position in society continued throughout 
life for men and women.   Beneath the outer swaddling clothes 
the baby would have usually had ‘tail clouts’ which were often 
lined with dried moss, and as these were sometimes called 
diapers, we will understand their function. The babies of poorer 
families tended to have available materials such as rabbit skins 
to provide warmth while the upper classes opted for little caps, 
jumpers and scarves made from wool. Once the child could 
move and walk, both sexes wearing dresses as toddlers, made 
it easier to change the clouts.

Glynis demonstrated the complete outfit for a wealthy boy 
which she had made for her grandson. It was exactly like an 
adult outfit and the point was made that outer clothing was 
not washable and this had impact on how underwear had to 
be used.   Women began dressing by putting on their stockings 
while they could bend to pull them on. Once dressed bending 
was not really possible.   They had underwear, including 
knickers formed from two triangles of cloth, then came 
chemise and petticoats. The chemises could be changed two or 
three times a day as they could be soaked in perspiration and 
were washable. The next layer was a stomacher (corset) with 
very strong bones including a central bone which had a ribbon 
at the top to allow removal when necessary.   Breast bags were 
then positioned above the top of the corset facilitating feeding 
babies if necessary.

The ‘kirtles’ (skirts) whichever were fashionable at the time, 
were secured at the waist and had a separate piece of material, 
called a ‘forepart’ inserted at the front. The top was then 
secured to the waist. The sleeves were separate and tied at the 
shoulder; they also had slashes to show a forepart layer usually 
matching the skirt insert. Clothing, which was very heavy, was 
secured by tying or lacing, both of which could be extremely 
uncomfortable and so needed help with dressing;  ladies wore 
belts to carry reticules, essentials and keys.

Head dresses for women varied throughout the Tudor era. The 

MONTHLY MEETINGS:

April 2024

HOW TUDORS DRESSED AND 
DANCED

by Glynis and David Riddle

Our April meeting provided a rather different and fascinating 
talk exactly described by the title. Glynis and David used 
practical demonstration to give their audience an amazing 
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gable hood worn by Catherine of Aragon, which covered the 
hair completely, moved on to the French Hood because Anne 
Boleyn wanted her hair to be seen though this was initially 
considered a shocking choice! Fashions moved on and the 
reign of Queen Mary favoured the 
heart shaped hood which was the 
queen’s preference. The long hair 
of all women was put into a black 
velvet tube attached to the back 
of the headdress, unless the lady 
was wearing a bonnet with her hair 
covered by a snood. By the time 
Queen Elizabeth I ascended to the 
throne she preferred to show her hair 
and did so.

The men of Tudor times also began 
their dressing by putting on stockings 
and then Venetian trousers, often 
with decorative slashes showing a 
different colour. At the beginning 
of the era, trousers would have had 
practical gaps, in the appropriate 
places, simply covered by pieces 
of cloth. By Henry VIII’s later 
reign this had developed into a ‘cod 
piece’ designed to be a compliment 
by showing how very large the 
‘pot piece’ was needed to be to 
demonstrate virility!   At a practical 
level it also made a good purse and 
could be used for hiding jewels and money, but it could not be 
worn on horseback.   And possibly not in other circumstances! 
It quickly went out of fashion after Henry VIII died and was 
gone by the reign of Elizabeth I.

Shirts were to be worn covered by a top, sewn or laced to the 
trousers.   Sleeves were separate, laced in at the top and could 
be removed for work if that was needed. Men’s shoes were flat 
and were laced, the laces having ‘aglets’ at the ends. Men’s hats 
were flat bonnets of velvet, silk, taffeta or  wool. Decorative 
jewellery could be used to pin the brim of the hat to the crown, 
and various other decorations could also be used.

During Tudor times the process of dressing could take an hour 
and required assistance. The materials were heavy and so the 
multiple layers of clothing made dressing very tiring, at least 
for the wealthy.  For example, ladies could vary the number of 
petticoats worn and using two or three often made in red was a 
popular fashionable choice. Red was the colour which showed 
so strongly when Elizabeth I was ill. Illustrations show that she 
was in bed wrapped in red covers and the room was draped in 
red.

Fashion undoubtedly came from the Royal Family and passed 
through the class system in strict levels of what could and 
could not be accepted.   Barons could wear taffetas, silk and 
brocades; merchants, wool or linen only; working class cotton 
and basic skins. Colour was also controlled, starting with 

purple being the colour permitted for only the Royal Family. 
Under Henry VIII there were actually Sumptuary Laws related 
to clothing, stating what was allowed at different class levels. 
The law was very strict and at its worst carried a death sentence 
for disobeying!  This seems incredible but so it was!   

Clothes definitely demonstrated the level at which people were 
in life.  Jerkins were used by the rich to demonstrate their 
wealth. Black would be chosen as much as possible and gold 
also. 

Poorer people did not waste money on underwear and this 
became evident when, after the Tudor period, Oliver Cromwell 
destroyed the use of “evidence knickers” for burial as he, in 
theory, set out to remove the class system.  Some fashions came 
and went rather as they do now. Ruffs, which looked wonderful 
but were definitely not practical, restricting head movement, 
did not last. Other fashions, such as warm lined cloaks and flat 
shoes, which were practical, survived much longer.   

There coulod be  expensive extras for those who could afford 
them, such as glasses - recognisable as spectacles, although 
then held on by Venetian strings not the ear supports used now. 
Hobby materials would be an item only for those with money 
to spare. A popular choice of relaxation was French knitting, 
for which yarn such as ’Lucette’ cost as much as two shillings 
a yard (about £50) now!

Having described how heavy Tudor clothing was, Glynis and 
David went on to talk about Tudor dancing being a favourite 
occupation and how people managed to engage in it, despite 
the clothing-related restrictions of movement. Three dances 
were demonstrated: the first to the tune ‘Ding Dong Merrily 
on High’ -  very slow and dignified with no physical contact 
with the partner. For this dance Glynis and David were joined 
by volunteers from the audience, Joan and Stefan. No previous 
rehearsal had taken place so we were especially impressed! It 
was super!

Glynis and David then went on to demonstrate “the 

Catherine of 
Aragon

Anne Boleyn
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Washerwoman”,  a French dance and a pavane called “Pass 
Time in Good Company”. 

Many thanks to Glynis and David for such an enjoyable 
evening to listen to and to watch and to gain such an iintersting 
nsight into the Tudor Era, its dress and entertainment.

Judy Alexander and Joan Grace

May 2024

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 
CHRISTOPHER ROBIN

by Gilly Halcrow 

lan Alexander Milne [AA] was a wealthy romantic and met his 
wife while shopping one day.   They had a big Society wedding 
at St. Margaret’s Westminster.   Dorothy Milnes’ nickname 
was Daff and her maid Gertrude was part of her marriage 
settlement.   The original bear was made by Joseph Farnell 
(two years before Steiff) and he was originally called Edward 
Bear, then Growler.   Dorothy was very proud of AA’s writings, 
which had quite a lot of humour in them.

CHRISTOPHER ROBIN was born on 21st August 1920 and 
his parents were disappointed as they would have preferred a 
girl!   He was in the charge of his nanny, nick-named Nou, and 
she took him all over London, including seeing the changing of 
the guard at Buckingham Palace.

Alan Milne and Ernest Shepard were both working for Punch 
magazine, a happy meeting of author and illustrator.   After the 
1914-1918 war, Alan, who had won an MC, carried on with his 
writing and storytelling.   The inspiration for Winnie the Pooh 
was a regimental mascot bear at London Zoo. 

The Milnes rented a cottage near Arundel before eventually 
moving to Cotchford Farm near Hartfield in East Sussex.  AA 
loved cricket, golf, biking and a busy social life but became 
very close to Christopher.  They walked a lot in Ashdown 
Forest, enjoying each others’ company.  When at Hartfield, 
Christopher and Nanny found Dragon’s Bridge which was 
ideal for playing Pooh Sticks.  Gills Lap in the Forest became 
the enchanted wood.

Now aged nine, Chrsitopher went to Stowe School where he 
was badly bullied and unhappy.  He served in the Middle East 
and Italy in the 2nd World War but was invalided out with a 
head wound.  He then joined the Home Guard in Hartfield. 

He met his wife, Lesley in London in 1948 and they were 
married. As they were first cousins, sadly their only child, 
Claire, was born disabled. They moved to Dartmouth and 
bought a bookshop where he was very happy (unless you 
mentioned Winnie the Pooh!).

There were only ever four Winnie The Pooh books and Alan 
Milne was disappointed by this.   But, nevertheless, they were 
famous all over the world and still are.   Walt Disney made 
films of Winnie the Pooh but Alan would have been horrified 

by the inclusion of a chipmunk!

Christopher died in 1996, his daughter in 2012 and his wife in 
2014.

Wendy Barr

June 2024

BRUNEL’S KINGDOM 1806 - 1859
by Chris Green in aid of the Air Ambulance

After the invention of the steam engine there were many 
potential developments waiting for inspired engineers and 
surveyors. It was a happy coincidence that ISAMBARD 
KINGDOM BRUNEL was in his prime at the birth of the 
railways and steamships in the mid-19th century. He recognised 
the challenges and devised ingenious solutions giving us 
bridges and railways and tunnels still in use today. 

Brunel’s father, Sir Marc Isambard Brunel, also a gifted 
engineer, made sure his talented son had the best education 
available to follow in his footsteps. By the age of 20 when his 
father’s health was failing, Isambard took over responsibility 
for the project to build a tunnel under the Thames from 
Rotherhithe to Wapping. There were difficulties when the water 
flooded in, causing the tunnel to be temporarily abandoned. 
It was finally opened seven years later for horse-drawn carts 
and pedestrians but by then Isambard had gone to Bristol, as a 
bridge was needed over the river Avon.

The competition for building a bridge in Clifton was judged 
by Thomas Telford who rejected all the entries and instead 
considered his own design the best. Brunel, who had entered 
four designs, considered he could do better and at a lower 
cost. A new competition was run and this time Brunel won. 
Work started in 1831 but ceased four months later due to riots 
and financial difficulties. It resumed five years later when the 
towers were built but in 1843 all work stopped again. The 
ironwork was sold to another of Brunel’s projects. Later the 
suspension of the bridge was re-designed and completed but 
dedicated to Sr Marc who had died in 1841 

Brunel was busy planning the Great Western Railway from 
London to Bristol, 118 miles. In just 5 months he had surveyed 

Christopher Robin Milne
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the best route though not the cheapest to build. However, it 
avoided all difficult gradients and sharp curves making it the 
most economical to run thereafter. Brunel himself favoured a 
broad-gauge track of just over 7ft as that would have provided 
for faster, safer journeys than the Standard Gauge adopted by 
Stephenson’s engine in the mines. From Paddington Station the 
first hurdle was to cross the Thames at Maidenhead where the 
river was wide but the bridge had to be low. The result was the 
widest, lowest brick-built bridge ever built with broad gauge 
tracks. It opened in 1839 and 
is still in use today carrying 
trains ten times heavier than 
Brunel had anticipated. 

The other major hurdle for 
the Great Western Railway 
was between Bath and 
Chippenham where the Box 
Hill was too high to go over 
and too wide to go round. It 
took 2 years to construct the 
2 miles of Box Hill tunnel 
which was completed in 
1841. When the two halves 
of the tunnel met in the 
middle, they were just two 
inches out! The whole track eventually was converted to 
Standard Gauge.

Now Brunel wished to extend the journey between London 
and Bristol further still to New York. Wooden sailing ships 
were already using steam engines to drive paddle wheels. The 
problem was the ships could not carry enough coal to cross the 
Atlantic. As coal had not yet been discovered in Australia that 
too was quite out of reach. However, Brunel considered all the 
new technological developments and calculated that a metal 
ship would be lighter and therefore could carry more coal. Also, 
a bigger, longer ship but with a smaller cross-sectional area 
would have less water resistance hence needing less power and 
less coal. It also could carry even more coal. The third factor 
was to employ propellers rather than paddle wheels.

The first ship, the SS Great Western crossed to New York in 
16 days in 1853.  It was successful and operated for 20 years. 
Passengers paid 35 guineas, equivalent to £4000. 

The second ship, the SS Great Britain was a great technical 
success taking only 14 days. Unfortunately, it was too big to 
get into Bristol and instead docked in Liverpool. After just one 
year it ran aground on an Irish sandbank and it took another 
year to re-float it. After that it was a cargo boat taking coal all 
over the world. In 1886 SS Great Britain was badly damaged 
in a storm and took shelter in the Falkland Islands. She was 
abandoned there until, in 1970, she was towed all the way back 
to Bristol on a floating pontoon for restoration and is now open 
to the public.

The third ship, SS Great Eastern, was the biggest of all 
designed to take 4000 passengers. When launched in Bristol 

she had to be launched sideways as her length was greater than 
the width of the river. The launching blocks can still be seen on 
the river bank. She really was ahead of her time being too large 
for most harbours, unable to get through the Suez Canal when 
that opened and could not carry enough passengers. Instead, 
she became a cable-laying ship across the oceans as she could 
carry plenty of bulky cable. She was scrapped in 1889.

Although Brunel did not really build the actual Clifton 
Suspension Bridge, he did build in London the Hungerford 
suspension bridge for pedestrians over the Thames. This little 
bridge was removed when they needed to extend the railway 
into Charing Cross, but its redundant chains were used in the 
final Clifton Bridge. 

The Prince Albert Bridge over the river Tamar into Cornwall 
involved many ingenious ideas. It needed to carry the railway 
but could not impede the naval shipping in the river. Another 
challenge was its method of construction.  Interestingly, some 
of the iron from the original Clifton Bridge was used here at 
Tamar. Finally, Prince Albert opened the Prince Albert Bridge 
in 1859 the year, Brunel died. 

In just one hour Chris gave us a fascinating overall view of 
all the many projects undertaken by that superb innovative 
engineer, Isambard Kingdom Brunel.   

Joan Grace

July 2024

A SPORTING HISTORY OF SUSSEX: 
FROM THE AMAZING TO THE 

BIZARRE 
by Mathew Homewood

Appropriately enough, when the country’s television coverage 
is currently taken up with Euro 2024, Wimbledon, and the 
forthcoming Olympic Games, it was refreshing to receive an 
informative and entertaining talk about sport through the ages 
in Sussex, including games typifying that eccentric character 
for which the British are universally famous.

Back in 1786, apparently, the Lewes Assizes went ahead, 
despite there being no cases to hear, this fact allowing an 
excuse for attendance at the King’s Plate, a horse race run in 
the town that day. Racing proved popular, continuing in the 
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East Sussex county town until 1964. Brighton’s own races, in 
1783, coincided with a fair put on by the Duke of Cumberland, 
most enterprising of that nobleman, as it brought along crowds 
together with their money.

Cricket was played at Lewes in about 1800, while here at 
Wadhurst there was a match versus Biddenden in 1811, for 
a purse of 20 guineas. Curiously, the result was a tie, each 
team totalling 95 runs, so one wonders whether the prize was 
shared. A year later, Wadhurst took on the whole of Sussex in 
a challenge match, so highly did the Wadhurst cricketers rate 
their ability.  Unusual matches in the 18th and 19th centuries 
saw teams of one-armed men facing teams of one-legged men, 
as well as cricket being played in clowns’ costumes.

Brighton & Hove Albion was becoming an established football 
club in the opening years of the 20th century; Lewes Police 
played a yearly fixture for charity against local tradesmen, 
while earlier records reveal that Wadhurst FC had trounced 
Ticehurst 7:2 in the 1894/95 season.

Cycling was very big indeed at Lewes, with four leading clubs, 
although only Lewes Wanderers still exists. This was a sport 
where women were included as participants, unlike many 
others in those early days.

One sport in which both sexes were/are prominent was stoolball, 
an early invention not dissimilar to cricket. However, a Major 
W.M.Grantham. Grantham, realising that the game, being 
gentler than cricket, would be suitable for wounded soldiers 
of the Great War, arranged such a match at Lord’s in 1917. 
Two families well known in stoolball circles even joined in 
marriage: at Aldbourne in 1910: a Mr Fish wed a Miss Streeter, 
both promptly going off to play stoolball after the ceremony!

Athletics has always been well supported in Sussex, one 
famous athlete being Tom Mantell (1853-1928), a wonderfully 
talented runner from Lewes, who amassed a great collection of 
silverware by way of prizes. Another was Alf Shrubb (1879-
1964) from Slinfold, whose times for both the 5k and 10k races 
would still hold up in 2024, it being no surprise that he became 
a national champion. His leather boots [no trainers in those 
days] are on display at the Horsham Museum, a fascinating 
little museum, well worth a visit.

Of course, the sports mentioned above are readily recognisable, 
horse racing, cricket, football, cycling, and athletics still 
featuring strongly today, while stoolball is still played in 
Sussex. However, the bizarre aspect of certain Sussex games 
throws up most intriguing pastimes, a few of which are 

summarised below.

Examples include a hopping match at Seaford in 1878, in 
which a man hopping challenged a man running, and earlier, 
at Brighton in 1823, there were donkey races, sack races, 
“jingling”, and gurning through a horse collar. Menagerie races 
during late Victorian times saw goats, mice, hedgehogs, lambs, 
roosters, bantams, and even a wasp take part, presumably 
with some form of handicapping employed! In the early 
20th century, men engaged in a slow bicycle race, while, in 
following decades, “dwyle flunking”, pea throwing, piano 
bashing, and skipping races have featured.

Mathew demonstrated for us, in an interesting and fun way, 
how people of Sussex have amused themselves over the years, 
be that in the regular sports familiar throughout the land, the 
more arcane, such as stoolball, or in some bizarrely English 
pursuit of which few would ever have dreamt.

Happily, the bizarre is still with us, as I read, just one day after 
Mathew’s talk, that some young people participate in the sport 
of mobile ‘phone throwing, the object of which is to see who 
can launch the item the farthest.......

Notes:

1. Gurning is pulling a grotesque face

2. Jingling is an improved version of blind man’s buff

3. Dwyle flunking involves dancing while avoiding being 
slapped with a beer-soaked mop

Stefan Gatward

September 2024

ARNHEM  1944 - A Bridge too Far 
by Brigadier Hugh Willing

In this gripping talk Hugh Willing  took us through the 
complexities and drama of one of the boldest plans of the 
Second World War – the attempt between 17 – 25 September 
1944 to establish a 64-mile salient into German territory with 
a bridgehead over the   Lower Rhine River at Arnhem in the 
Netherlands. 

This would have created an Allied invasion route that would 
bypass the formidable Siegfried Line and lead directly into the 
Ruhr and northern Germany.    

The plan, “Operation Market Garden”, was the brainchild 
of General Bernard Montgomery, commander of the British 
forces in Europe.   This was to be achieved by means of 
two sub-operations:  the seizure of  eight key bridges that 
spanned the network of canals and rivers on the Dutch/German 
border by thirty thousand combined US and British airborne 
forces  (“Market”) followed by British tanks and infantry 
pushing up the narrow road leading from the Allied front line 
to relieve the airborne troops and cross the bridges (“Garden”).  
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Post D-Day progress by the Allies after June 1944 had been 
slow in the face of stiff German resistance. Montgomery 
believed that a narrow 
thrust deep into German 
lines would be more 
effective than an advance 
on a broad front and could 
shorten the war by six 
months.   General  Dwight 
D. Eisenhower    had taken 
over command of ground 
forces on 1 December, a 
change that Montgomery 
resented and his relations 
with the American Generals 
became acrimonious.  
Although Eisenhower 
favoured a broad front he 
eventually acceded - albeit 
with misgivings- to Montgomery’s proposal.  At this time 
Britain was suffering from the onslaught of V2 rockets and the 
urgent need to destroy their launching sites in the Netherlands 
added impetus to Montgomery’s demands. 

The troops who were to carry out “Market” were those of the 
First Allied Airborne Army comprising one British and two 
American divisions (plus an independent Polish parachute 
brigade) under the command of General ‘Boy’ Browning. 
These troops had been kept in reserve in England since D-Day. 
Browning had a mere seven days to prepare the operation 
during which he had to weigh up several conflicting intelligence 
reports one of which (from the Dutch resistance) suggested 
that two German Panzer divisions were approaching Arnhem. 
He decided, nevertheless, that the operation should go ahead. 
The divisions, containing the largest number of airborne troops 
in the history of warfare, were to be dropped by parachute and 
in gliders near the towns of Eindhoven, Nijmegen and Arnhem, 
to take the key bridges.  However, because of a shortage of 
suitable aircraft, the airborne troops could not be delivered in 
one go but had to be dropped over a period of three days. In 
addition, the formidable anti-aircraft defences near Arnhem 
made the landing of gliders near the town far too dangerous so 
the troops had to be dropped over seven miles away. 

On 17 September around 1,500 aircraft and 500 gliders took 
off in perfect weather and reached their drop zones. The 
troops landed as planned and started to advance towards the 
bridges.  The Germans reacted more quickly than expected, 
however, and the troops were soon under attack.  British troops 
heading for Arnhem were hampered by the lack of accurate 
maps and found it difficult to coordinate their attack because 
communications were bedevilled by faulty radios. Despite 
this, one battalion managed to capture the northern end of 
the bridge over the Rhine.   The Americans also reached their 
objectives only to find that the Germans had blown up many 
of the bridges.

XXX Corps, the land-based troops tasked with relieving the 
airborne troops and crossing the captured bridges, ran into 
difficulties because of the narrowness of the single road on 

which they had to travel and the determined resistance by 
groups of German infantry.  The road was barely wide enough 
for two vehicles to pass and the incapacitation of the leading 
nine vehicles by enemy action soon brought the entire column 
to a halt. By the end of the day, XXX Corps had advanced only 
seven miles and had not reached the first of their target bridges.  
By the second day, however, they covered over 20 miles and 
by the third they arrived at Nijmegen where the Americans 
were still battling to capture the bridge over the River Waal.    
The Corps XXX commander, General Horrocks, ordered a 
company of American troops to cross the river by boat and 
attack the bridge from the German-held end.   The crossing of 
the Waal proved enormously costly because the soldiers were 
under a constant hail of bullets and artillery fire and half of 
the company were either killed or wounded. However, those 
who survived to reach the far bank succeeded in capturing the 
bridge thus opening the route to Arnhem. 

The 1st British Airborne division under the command of Major 
General Urquhart was still holding the northern end of the 
Arnhem bridge but with increasing difficulty.The lightly armed 
paratroopers had few anti-tank weapons and were running out 
of ammunition and food.  German Panzer divisions had entered 
the town with devastating effect and the Allied troops suffered 
enormous casualties and were forced to abandon their positions 
near the bridge.

When XXX Corps reached the southern end of the bridge, they 
were unable to cross because German artillery had control of 
the river.  Eventually General Horrocks ordered the evacuation 
of the survivors but there were not enough boats to get 
everyone back across the river and only some 2,500 made the 
crossing successfully. The Germans subsequently took over 
6,500 prisoners, many of whom were badly wounded.

Despite the exceptional bravery and heroism of the troops 
involved, Operation Market Garden - despite some gains such 
as the destruction of some V2 launch sites - was a tragic failure. 

The operation has been exhaustively documented in such 
weighty publications as Cornelius Ryan’s A Bridge Too Far 
and Anthony Beevors ‘s Arnhem -The Battle for the Bridge 
1944. The reasons for its failure have also been much debated.  
These include: 

delivering the airborne troops over three days and landing 
of gliders over seven miles from Arnhem reduced the 
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element of surprise, conflicting intelligence reports and the 
underestimation of the strength and resolve of the opposing 
German forces, and poor communication and coordination due 
in part to faulty radios and inadequate maps.  

It has even been mooted that the Germans were forewarned in 
some way by the actions of the traitor Anthony Blunt.  

The British and Polish losses totalled 11,000–13,000 dead 
or wounded and 6,450 captured. The 1st Airborne division 
suffered the greatest number of casualties with only 2,000 of 
the 10,600 who landed surviving. US losses amounted to 3,996 
dead,  wounded, or missing. German casualties numbered 
7,500–10,000.

The failure of Market Garden had terrible consequences for 
the Dutch.  In retribution for the aid they had given to the 
Allied assault the Germans forbade food transportation and in 
the following winter 25,000 Dutch citizens died of starvation. 
and not until  February 1945 did the Allies manage to cross 
the Rhine again and only by April 1945 was Arnhem finally 
liberated. In May the Russians reached Berlin.  

If Market Garden had succeeded the Allies would have reached 
Berlin several months earlier and the post-war fate of Europe 
would have been very different.

Arthur Dewar

October 2024

LEWES AND BONFIRE NIGHT 
by Andy Thomas 

A Lewesian, Andy Thomas is rightly proud of his home, our 
East Sussex County town. Although describing its inhabitants 
as belligerent, stubborn, and full of themselves [we won’t be 
druv], he explained by this that Lewes has an abiding sense of 
pride in tradition, while one-time Lewes resident Thomas Paine 
(died 1809) has earned lasting fame in “the path of Liberty”.

To begin, Andy introduced us to the town itself, showing us 
several very beautiful views, particularly those taken from 
atop the castle. Apparently, Lewes, known for its many green 
mounds, was originally Hlæwas in Anglo-Saxon, meaning 
mounds. The 1264 Battle of Lewes saw Simon de Montfort 
defeat King Henry III, holding the monarch to account, thus 
giving us our concept of Parliament. Just under three hundred 
years later, Mary I, seeking to reverse the Reformation, had 
seventeen Protestant locals martyred by burning in this town. 
Much of Lewes is now peaceful and picturesque in its Middle 
England setting and it enjoys hilly views, the castle, remains 
of an old priory, a 15th century bookshop, Anne of Cleves’ 
House, Keer Street, twittens, various “mathematical” tiled 
walls, the twisted steeple of St Michael’s Church, and no less 
than three churches dedicated to St John, perhaps a reference 
to midsummer. 

In much earlier times, Lewes was a true port, the River Ouse 
having been considerably wider, the sea being nearer to Lewes 
itself. Industries included shipbuilding, ironworks, sculptural 

art and brewing, the last of which still flourishes at Harvey & 
Son’s, in spite of attempts by Greene King to consign Harvey’s 
bitter to history (a heinous crime if ever there was one).

As to the bonfire tradition, we must first revisit 1605, when 
Catholics suffered oppression during James I’s reign, and a 
group of conspirators, led by Robert Catesby, resolved to blow 
up Parliament: so-named Gunpowder Plot. The men having 
been betrayed, Guy Fawkes was discovered red-handed, tried 
and executed. 

Lewes developed its bonfire as a pro-Establishment event, 
rather than a radical matter, a kind of modern saturnalia, with 
fireworks, although, in the 1840s, it did gain a reputation for 
rowdyism. Seven organised bonfire societies were formed;  
displays take place on the same night, some of the members 
wearing striped guernseys as their uniform. (For the record, 
these societies are: Lewes Borough, Cliffe, Commercial Square, 
Neville Juvenile, South Street, Southover, and Waterloo). 
Despite the presence of “No Popery” banners (referencing 
Pope Paul V’s militant wing of Catholicism), there is absolutely 
no anti-Catholic aspect to the Lewes bonfire tradition, a great 
deal of money being raised for various charities, while the 
organisation of Bonfire Night employs pyrotechnics experts, 
event advisers, and the use of crowd control gates, all for the 
sake of safety.

Spectators come from far and wide to witness Lewes Bonfire 
Night, which has, happily, suffered few cancellations, 

principally during the two World Wars and recent Covid 
pandemic. A sense of freedom of the streets is manifest from 
4:30pm onwards, when the Lewes Borough Society parades a 
fiery symbol of the town’s key, while the Cliffe Society races 
barrels loaded with flames, from which torches may be relit 
and into which firecrackers may be thrown. The war memorial 
in the centre of Lewes stands close to the place of  the 16th 
century martyrdom, it being appropriate  indeed that wreaths, 
poppies, and seventeen blazing crosses are taken there, in 
remembrance of both the town’s armed services personnel and 
its ordinary folk who have died for their beliefs and the cause 
of freedom. 

It is worth mentioning, in conclusion, the various effigies 
which are burnt each year: not only has one seen the ubiquitous 
Guy Fawkes, but also Vladimir Putin, Bashar al-Assad, Rupert 
Murdoch, Boris Johnson, Donald Trump, Liz Truss, Rishi 
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Sunak, and Suella Braverman (it may be considered a matter 
of prestige for anyone famous or infamous to have their effigy 
burnt at Lewes).

Wasn’t it apparent, from the outset, with the marvellous 
illustrations which he showed us, that Andy holds his town dear, 
showing us its unquestioned beauty, the concept of freedom for 
its people to enjoy tradition, and the glorious symbolism of 
Lewes Bonfire Night?

Stefan Gatward

November 2024

LOCAL COMMUNITY 
ARCHÆOLOGY 

by Nigel Stapple

A member of West Kent Community Diggers, Nigel informed 
us that he is not a qualified archaeologist, rather an independent 
researcher: one hesitates to use the term ‘amateur’, with 
its somewhat negative associations. Nigel has a tireless 
commitment to unearthing the rich history lying beneath our 
feet. Passionate about his work, he brought along several 
artefacts for us to handle. Very tactile, these flint arrowheads, 
potsherds, etc., many hundreds of years old, were a rare 
privilege for us to examine at the end of this engrossing talk.

Nigel’s interest is in West Kent and East Sussex, particularly 
that overlapping part of the boundary, largely overlooked in 
the past, which has benefited from his input for in excess of 30 
years to date. Much of the finds belong to the Neolithic, Bronze 
Age, and Romano-British periods, with an early iron working 
industry prevalent [also an important aspect of Wadhurst life in 
more recent centuries].

Two new terms were given to us: one being LiDAR (light 
detection and ranging), formerly a service for which there was 
a charge, now free, allowing remote sensing beams to produce 
a ‘picture’ of what is under the soil; the other orthoquartzite 
[undoubtedly useful in Scrabble], a hard, non-foliated 
metamorphic rock in which prehistoric knives and similar tools 
have been unearthed.

Some of the specific areas where Nigel has worked are:

●BARDOWN – Romano-British iron working site, a 4-year 
project (Stonegate)

●BURGH HILL – overlooking the Rother flood plain, 
suggestive of an up-and-coming farmstead in its time

●OAKLANDS PARK – one of the big three Roman sites, next 
to the Roman road down from Bodiam (Sedlescombe)

●CINDERFIELD – metal detectors located a Roman oil lamp 
and several coins

●BROADWATER WARREN – over 800 flints found in the 
1960s; Neolithic

●HIGH ROCKS – Mesolithic rock shelters, plus a well-

populated settlement higher up, there being two distinct sites 
here. The famous Edward Hasted opined (wrongly) that the 
area was too densely wooded for any meaningful discovery to 
be made.

●ERIDGE PARK – master knappers here had fashioned 
excellent items of workmanship during the Neolithic/Bronze 
Age. Late Iron Age Belgic pottery also discovered 

●BROKES WOOD – here is a mid-Iron Age bloomery furnace. 
Finds discovered not far underfoot, unseen for hundreds of 
years. Charcoal has been carbon-dated to 340BC plus or minus 
30 years.

A Southborough & High Brooms Archaeological Society has 
been formed, providing not only hands-on work for enthusiastic 
diggers, but also valuable fieldwork for TWGGS schoolgirls 
and local scout groups, as well as the annual Heritage Days. 

As Nigel pointed out, it is, perhaps, when undertaking this 
kind of fieldwork, that a young person decides upon taking 
up serious study of archaeology at university, having had the 
idea awoken during early exposure to such an absorbing area 
of interest.  

Finally, Nigel observed that the local Tunbridge Wells Council 
tends to be resistant to providing the wherewithal to excavate 
sites, looking instead towards Kent County Council, although, 
sadly, neither the enthusiasm nor any budget funding seems to 
be forthcoming. It is therefore a great relief to know that those 
West Kent Community Diggers are beavering away, bringing 
literally groundbreaking history to us, some of their wonderful 
discoveries enjoying permanent display at the excellent 
Rusthall Library.

Stefan Gatward

 
DECEMBER 2024

Following the formal meeitng of the AGM  and the charging 
of glasses of mulled wine and more mince pies, by popular 
request we were entertained again by Steve Law, the brilliant 
fortuoso pianist and the son-in-law of one of our former 
Wadhurst residents. 

For his previous concert, Steve had  
played mainly Christmas carol music.  
This time his delightful  programme 
helped us enjoy a broad spread of 
composers: Scott Joplin. George 
Gershwin, Gabriel Fauré, Rachmaninov,, 
Prokofiev and two dazzling items by 
Steve Law himnself.

Once again, the audience was thrilled and the applause 
enthusiastic. We left with the happy feeling that this was a 
really lovely way to approach the Christmas festival.  Thank 
you, Steve. 
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***** 
We are very grateful to all the speakers and those who 

give us the write-ups of their talks for their presentations 
and work.  They are much appreciated especially to those 

who are not able to be present at the evenings. 
*****

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WHS 2024 
PROGRAMME WAS MARKING THE 80TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY OF 6TH JUNE 1944

We decided to present the Exhibitions and the relating of the 
Commemoration in the suite of the Wadhurst History Centre  
and the Orchard Room. On the beautiful sunny day (what 
a contrast to the original date!), the path down beside the 
Commemoration Hall was festooned by bunting and the public 
was clearly intrigued by the advanced publicity. Until after 10 
pm, a steady stream of visitors, including the eager youngsters 
of the Primary and Sacred Heart schools, thronged the two 
rooms and many people made return visits.  

Helped by WHS members and from the Wadhurst Twinning 
Association, visitors began to understand the challenges which 
had faced the troops inn 1944 as they approached the coast of 
Normandy:  through well-researched and expert explanations, 
via displays and photographs, Morse code messages, 
contemporary artefacts and personal accounts, nopt to mention 
the original Daily Telgraph crossword of 6th June 1944. 

The questions were often quite testing and challenging!

All the material, the documents and most of the 
souvenirs have been archived together under  24/

AM/……… in the  A2 D-Day case.

ADVANCE PUBLICITY came from SIMON FURBER, 
BBC Radio Senior Producer, who provided a flavour of 
what visitors would discover: 

It’s 6th June 1944.  Below the village hall of Wadhurst, various 
members of the local Home Guard are plotting updates of the 
Allied invasion of Normandy on a large map in their “Ops” 
room.   Thanks to clever interceptions of French resistance 
chatter and a lot of guesswork, events are played out on the 
central conference table.   The public is invited to experience 
the day minute by minute against a background of atmospheric 
noises and a regular series of operational updates through 
verbal and displayed briefings on the hour every hour till late.  
In another room, see displays of the intricate preparations and 
contemporary artefacts, along with detaIled information about 
those in command, their strategies and perhaps frustrations. 

GUY RADLETT’S ACCOUNT OF THE 80TH 
ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION:

On Thursday, 6th June 2024, the Wadhurst History Society 
(WHS), supported by the Wadhurst Parish Council (WPC), 
set a unique precedent for marking and commemorating the 
largest seaborne invasion ever mounted. 

The 80th anniversary of the Normandy Landings, an operation 

codenamed Neptune – more commonly known as “D-Day” 
– presented an opportunity to do something that perhaps no 
other History Society or organisation had ever done before: 
suspend disbelief and pretend that this remarkable feat of 
arms was happening across the Channel now, and that through 
intercepted radio traffic and a contact in the French Resistance, 
we, the Wadhurst Home Guard, could plot and track the 
historical situation as it was happening in real time. 

Indeed, the Society’s intent to mark the anniversary of an event 
as significant as the Normandy Landings, a vital step in ending 
the Second World War in Europe, was in itself a microcosm of 
the planning, logistics and daring that were required for Allied 
forces to establish a beachhead in Northern France from which 
the eventual liberation of Europe would ensue.  

Challenged by the WPC to commemorate the 80th anniversary 
of the Normandy Landings, the WHS, with key support 
provided by the society’s armed forces’ veterans and the 
Society’s committee, came up with an innovative and daring 
concept. It required effective planning, thinking outside of 
the box, hard work, and like D-Day itself, an element of good 
fortune, all of which ensured that the event did not flounder 
in the proverbial sea. Unlike the 6th June of 80 years ago, 
the weather was not a factor in the success or failure of the 
Society’s endeavour, nor were the Germans; but the support 
and interest of the community was, and in that crucial regard the 
society and the occasion were not let down by the enthusiasm 
of visitors young and old. 

That enthusiasm and thirst to learn about D-Day and its 
significance was encapsulated by the local primary school 
children who visited in several assault waves. Their visit 
more than matched the lived experience and memories of the 
few nonagenarians who were able to attend. It is difficult to 

Guy explains the action
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put into words the feelings of hearing a child aged ten ask a 
question about whether or not the Luftwaffe interfered with 
the invasion while the same bright-eyed boy scanned the map 
in the “operational room” during a briefing of the “current” 
situation in Normandy. It is also difficult to describe the look 
on their faces as they learned about morse code or were briefed 
about gliders purposely crash landing behind enemy lines at 
90 miles per hour. However, their enthusiasm made no more 
nor less of an impression on the WHS members present than 
seeing a 95-year-old pointing at pictures in a display book of 
all the landing craft he saw bobbing in the port of his home-
town when he was a boy on the eve of the invasion. At 95, this 
gentleman was equally as bright-eyed and full of interest as the 
child over 80 years his junior. 

The history centre had visitors from Wadhurst a plenty, but 
also from Germany, France, Australia, Canada, and the United 
States, as well as many from across county lines who travelled 
to the town wishing to pay their respects and support the event 
that was billed as “Wadhurst Discovers D-Day”. 

For those who were unable to attend the event, it took place 
in both the Tabard and Orchard rooms. The latter was an 
educational journey through Wadhurst’s war years, whilst 
also providing the strategic picture of the Allied invasion of 
occupied Europe in the summer of 1944. 

There were artefacts to touch and use, such as a working 
telegraph that the children especially enjoyed engaging 
with to learn some basic morse code. There were first 
aid boxes, helmets, artillery shells and other items 
including an American paratrooper’s “cricket” toy that 
often helped, but sometimes hindered, airborne soldiers 
identify friend from foe in the dark hours of the invasion. 

A busy NAAFI provided a constant flow of refreshment and 
there was no shortage of information to glean from the displays 
and expertise in the room.

The Tabard room was the “operation room”.

Here could be found a map of the Normandy coast plotted with 
counters depicting the Allied and German formations involved 
in the battle. Situation reports summarising the historical events 
minute by minute were displayed around the map, joining the 
table in thirty-minute intervals and enabling visitors to track 
the landings from the moment the first Allied pathfinders 
landed in Normandy, all the way up to the end of the event at 
approximately 22.00hrs. When ourdoors opened at 07.00hrs, 
reports from midnight were already displayed, and briefers 
were poised to deliver tailored explanations of the situation as 
it was happening to a willing and diverse audience of interested 
visitors. Donations rolled in, interest in D-Day and the Second 
World War swelled, and the event, like the remarkable event it 
was there to commemorate, was a success at the end of the day. 

With the sun setting after Wadhurst’s beacon had been lit, 
thoughts of remembrance entered the minds of many for the 
thousands of servicemen on both sides lost, as well as the 
French civilians killed on that day of days. 

As we always do, we will remember them.

And finally Reflections from 1944:

6th June 1944 - Invasion of France.  I felt cold when I heard the 
news and wondered whether either of the boys [my brothers] 
were in it.

Mary Harrison at RAF Medmenahm.

Today has proved to be D-Day.  We woke at 5 am to hear 
peculiar sounding planes flying over – gliders apparently.  On 
the 8 am news it was reported that the Germans had broadcast 
that we had dropped paratroopers in France.  By mid-day 
everyone seemed to know it had happened at last.  We’d had 
large convoys of troops in all sorts of vehicles passing through 
Worthing for the last two days and planes had been very active.  
We listened in at the Report Centre and heard that 4,000 ships 
had taken part and many thousands of small ones.  Normandy 
was the chosen spot and Mr Churchill made a statement that 
the first landings had been successful.  He wanted to go himself 
but was dissuaded.  Funnily enough it’s been quieter in the air 
over here today and there was “nothing to report”  on duty at 
the Report Centre.  

                                                                        Anon.

Philip found all age groups were enthralled
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 It turns out this really is the Allies’ big day - which unfortunately 
means that it’s ours too.   

                                    Luftwaffe paratrooper

This vast operation is undoubtedly the most complicated and 
difficult that has ever taken place    8th:  Great dangers lay 
behind us but enormous exertions lie before us.

Prime Minister, Winston Churchilll

July 1944:   Since the last issue of Parish News the first great 
step towards the liberation of Western Europe has been taken, 
and the forces of the United Nations are firmly established in 
Normandy. We all knew that it muct come, and that nothing 
less than a complete and decisive victory was the aim of the 
allied commanders.

That same month, it was announced that the first Wadhurst 
soldier to give his life as part of the D-Day landings in 
Normandy was Lt. Roy Fazan.   

                                        The Revd Ernest Mannering 
Vicar of Wadhurst

Thank you to Guy, Stefan and the many others who 
were involved in any way with Wadhurst’s D-Day 

Anniversary.

HISTORY SOCIETY 
TALKS PROGRAMME 

2025
Talks are usually on the second Thursdays in the 
Commemoration Hall with doors and Bar open  
7.30pm for 8pm.

Everyone is welcome for a small donation.

We have previously mentioned the importance of  talking about 
our memories and so may I reiterate:- 

‘With the ever-increasing spread of the Internet as the “only” 
means of communication, we are concerned about the 
generations of the future who will be unable to research their 
histories because there are so few written documents’.

•	 Remember to send in Wadhurst-related or general 
history questions! 

•	 Also if you are down-sizing or just clearing some space 
and find Wadhurst-related documents or goods which 
you and your family do not want, do let us know because 
future generations might be enthralled. 

Please tell us about your own stories and comments, be they 
written or spoken.    We see changes in Wadhurst practically 
every day e.g. yet another shop closed etc. Write a note to us so 
that we learn what and who used to be there; roughly perhaps 
can you be reasonably sure of which dates;  if there are pictures, 
can you name the individuals or the place.

Thank you for those from Wadhurst in years to come.

To see more of our archives, consult 
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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Date 
2025 Subject  Speaker

9 Jan Mr Garrick’s 
Fireside Pete Allen

13 Feb Trafalgar – an 
overrated victory? David Nicholson

13 
March

Victorian Street 
Life Delia Taylor

10 April
Toulouse Lautrec 
and Bohemian 
Paris

Martin Heard

8 May Georgian London Ian Bevan

12 June Smuggling Chris McCooey

10 July
Tales from the 
times of the Brit-
ish Raj

Rukshana Master

11 Sept
Battle of Britain – 
victory against the 
odds

Guy Bartlett

9 Oct Voyage of the 
Sunbeam Ken Brooks

13 Nov Sussex at Work Geoffrey Mead

11 Dec

AGM, mulled 
wine, mince pies 
and Christmas 
Entertainment


