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     A member of West Kent Community Diggers, Nigel informed us that he is not a qualified archaeologist, rather an 

independent researcher: one hesitates to use the term ‘amateur’, with its somewhat negative associations. Nigel has a 

tireless commitment to unearthing the rich history lying beneath our feet. Passionate about his work, he brought along 

several artefacts for us to handle. Very tactile, these flint arrowheads, potsherds, etc., many hundreds of years old, were a 

rare privilege for us to examine at the end of this engrossing talk. 

 

     Nigel’s interest is in West Kent and East Sussex, particularly that overlapping part of the boundary, largely overlooked 

in the past, which has benefited from his input for in excess of 30 years to date. Much of the finds belong to the Neolithic, 

Bronze Age, and Romano-British periods, with an early the iron working industry prevalent [also an important aspect of 

Wadhurst life in more recent centuries]. 

 

     Two new terms were given to us: one being LiDAR (light detection and ranging), formerly a service for which there 

was a charge, now free, allowing remote sensing beams to produce a ‘picture’ of what is under the soil, the other 

orthoquartzite [undoubtedly useful in Scrabble], a hard, non-foliated metamorphic rock in which prehistoric knives and 

similar tools have been unearthed. 

 

     Some of the specific areas where Nigel has worked are: 

 

●BARDOWN – Romano-British iron working site, a 4-year project (Stonegate) 

●BURGH HILL – overlooking the Rother flood plain, suggestive of an up-and-coming farmstead in its time 

●OAKLANDS PARK – one of the big three Roman sites, next to the Roman road down from Bodiam (Sedlescombe) 

●CINDERFIELD – metal detectors located a Roman oil lamp and several coins 

●BROADWATER WARREN – over 800 flints found in the 1960s; Neolithic 

●HIGH ROCKS – Mesolithic rock shelters, plus a well-populated settlement higher up, there being two distinct sites here. 

The famous Edward Hasted opined (wrongly) that the area was too densely wooded for any meaningful discovery to be 

made. 

●ERIDGE PARK – master knappers here had fashioned excellent items of workmanship during the Neolithic/Bronze 

Age. Late Iron Age Belgic pottery also discovered  

●BROKES WOOD – here is a mid-Iron Age bloomery furnace. Finds discovered not far underfoot lay unseen for 

hundreds of years. Charcoal has been carbon dated to 340BC plus or minus 30 years. 

 

     A Southborough & High Brooms Archaeological Society has been formed, providing not only hands-on work for 

enthusiastic diggers, but also valuable fieldwork for TWGGS schoolgirls and local scout groups, as well as the annual 

Heritage Days.  As Nigel pointed out, it is, perhaps, when undertaking this kind of fieldwork, that a young person decides 

upon taking up serious study of archaeology at university, having had the idea awoken during early exposure to such an 

absorbing area of interest.   

 

     Finally, Nigel observed that the local Tunbridge Wells Council tends to be resistant to providing the wherewithal to 

excavate sites, looking instead towards Kent County Council, although, sadly, neither the enthusiasm nor any budget 

funding seems to be forthcoming, so it is a great relief to know that those West Kent Community Diggers are beavering 

away, bringing literally groundbreaking history to us, some of their wonderful discoveries enjoying permanent display at 

the excellent Rusthall Library. 
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