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Alan Alexander Milne was a wealthy romantic and met his wife while shopping one day.   They 

had a big Society wedding at St. Margaret’s Westminster.   Dorothy Milnes’ nickname was Daff 

and her maid Gertrude was part of her marriage settlement.   The original bear was made by 

Joseph Farnell (two years before Steiff) and he was originally called Edward Bear, then 

Growler.   Dorothy was very proud of AA’s writings, which had quite a lot of humour in them. 

Christopher Robin was born on 21st August 1920 and his parents were disappointed as they 

would have preferred a girl!   He was in the charge of his nanny, nick-named Nou, and she took 

him all over London, including seeing the changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace. 

Alan Milne and Ernest Shepherd were both working for Punch magazine, a happy meeting of 

author and illustrator.   After the 1914-1918 war, Alan, who had won an MC, carried on with 

his writing and storytelling.   The inspiration for Winnie the Pooh was a regimental mascot bear 

at London Zoo. 

The Milnes rented a cottage near Arundel before eventually moving to Cotchford Farm near 

Hartfield in East Sussex.   A.A. loved cricket, golf, biking and a busy social life but became 

very close to Christopher.   They walked a lot in Ashdown Forest, enjoying each other’s 

company.   When at Hartfield, Christopher and Nanny found Dragon’s Bridge which was ideal 

for playing Pooh Sticks.   Gills Lap in the Forest became the enchanted wood. 

Now aged nine, Christopher went to Stowe School where he was very bullied and unhappy.   

He served in the Middle East and Italy in the Second World War and was invalided out with a 

head wound.   He joined the local Home Guard in Hartfield.    

He                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

met his wife, Leslie, in London in 1948 and they were married.   As they were first cousins, 

sadly their only child Claire was born disabled.   They moved to Dartmouth and bought a 

bookshop where he was very happy (unless you mentioned Winnie the Pooh!) 

There were only ever four Winnie The Pooh books and Alan Milne was disappointed by this.   

But, nevertheless, they were famous all over the world and still are.   Walt Disney made films 

of Winnie the Pooh but Alan would have been horrified by the inclusion of a chipmunk! 

Christopher died in 1996, his daughter in 2012 and his wife in 2014. 
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