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NEWSLETTERNO. 5-DEC 2004

In October last year, a meeting in the Commemoration Hall—attended by some 60 people—decided that Wadhurst
should have a History Society. By November this year, there were 150 subscriptions, of which 62 are family member-
ships, giving us at least 212 members. Such has been the appeal of the Society’s programme of talks that the original
intention to meet at the FTA had to be abandoned in May in favour of the Commemoration Hall; as a result of this confu-
sion some members have missed some of the subsequent talks—for which we can only apologise. All of the talks have
been written up in summary in the quarterly newsletters and on the Sodiety’s website at www.wadhurst.info/whs

The summer barbecue and the visit to the Weald and Downland Museum at Singleton were also well attended and both
made useful profits for the Society’s funds. At 30 September, the end of our financial year, the Society had a balance of
£1750.30; this is a very encouraging start and will allow the Committee to consider the acquisition of a decent projection
screen for the Commemoration Hall. Membership renewals for 2005 have been very encouraging and the Committee
sees no need to increase the rate for 2005.

 Working groups have beavered away: the original structure of 6 groups has been modified to give us S—details inside—

and the focus of attention has mainly been limited to the Victorian era for the moment. Reports, given at the Annual
General Meeting, will appear in the March newsletter. Orat History [OH] and Industry & Agriculture [IA] have interviewed
20 people who have lived in Wadhurst either all their lives or for a long time: most of these have been recorded on mini-
disk for transfer to CD and eventual transcription on to paper for future research use. This is proving a major bottleneck
so offers of help to type these recordings would be gratefully received! IA has done sterling work on several topics,
including farming at Whiligh, ironworks and brickmaking in Wadhurst, and brewing. Family History [FH] is a small group,
which has completed transcribing the gravestone inscriptions in the churchyard and is now looking at how to make the
information more easily available. Development of Wadhurst [DW] has studied the Victorian High Street in detail, using
the 1840 tithe map and census records as source material. Estates and Buildings [EB], formed by merging the groups
looking at the Great Estates and Medieval Buildings, has started work on the church, has had a rewarding visit to Wad-
hurst Park, crawled over Snape Barn and made repeated, as yet unsuccessful, efforts to get into Wadhurst College before
it is re-developed.

The Society is steadily collecting research material and books for its library. We are most grateful to all those who have
given items for our coflection; until we can find a permanent home, members are welcome to make use of any of it by
contacting any member of the Committee.

Progress—albeit slow—is also being made in building up an index of the material acquired with keywords being main-
tained to enable easier searching. In time, it is hoped that much of this will be available on cards and on the website but
more input would be appreciated.

The Annual General Meeting on December 8 will, hopefully, approve a constitution and elect a Committee to take the
Sodiety forward with confidence into 2005. Thought is also being given to establishing the Wadhurst History Society as a
charity to gain tax benefits—more of that anon.

To conclude—thanks to the membership for its support and to all the Committee for their work in running the Society and
getting it ready for 2005. And a happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to all our members MJH
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Chairman Michael Harte Greenman Farm
and Wadhurst
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01892 783 212
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01892 783 455 Wadhurst TN5 6LR
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Bocking/Parish  Bryan Bell Church House
Councit link . Church Street
01892 782 845 Wadhurst TNS 6AR
Cttee member John Breeze Puck Hill
Station Road
01892 782 586 Wadhurst TN5 6RT

Meeting Schedule for 2005
Commemoration Hall—19:30 for 20:00

Wed 5 Jan Geoff Hutchinson:
Mad Jack Futller and his Follies
Wed 9 Feb Frank Grey: {tbc]
Moving Images of Sussex
Wed 2 Mar Neil Rose: The Advent of the Railway Link to
Wadhurst and its Consequences
Wed 6 Apr Chris Wade:
Smugglers in Kent
Wed 27 Apr Paul Clark:
Dining—the History of Food, Drink and Manners
Wed 1 Jun . June Laycock:
Putting Batemans to Bed
Wed 6 Jul Joss Ledlercq:
Military Aviation in Northem France
Wed 28 Sep Ron Lewis:
My life as an Evacuee
Wed 2 Nov Heather Woodward:
: Nelson: the Myths and the Truths
AGM and members' talks

Wed 7 Dec

Working Groups

Development of Wadhurst [DW] - plotting the changes
over time as Wadhurst has grown. Contact Rachel Ring 783
455

Estates & Buildings [EB] - looking at the history of our
large estates and the buildings on them. Contact Val Tun-
bridge 782498 '

Family History [FH] - linking census and graveyard re-
cords to trace the links between Wadhurst families. Contact
Emma Richardson 01580 860 395

Industry & Agriculture [IA] - exploring the changes in
farming and industrial developments in the area. Contact
Martin Turner 783 803

Oral History [OH] - recording Wadhurst’s past on disk and
on paper from the memory of its residents. Contact
Heather Woodward 783 212

Members interested in helping in any of these areas will be
most welcome; just phone and find out what is involved.

Notes on Society Meetings

On Tuesday 15 June, Gwen Jones gave us a very inter-
esting and informative talk on ‘The Hop Industry in Kent
and Sussex’. Hops were grown in other areas, including
Hampshire and Herefordshire, but the south east of Eng-
land was the major producing area.

Hops have been cultivated in England since the days of
William the Conqueror, but prior to that they were im-
ported from abroad and the imported hops provided the

~nucleus for the hop industry as we know it today.

For hundreds of years, hops have been considered essen-
tial for the brewing of beer, partly for the bitter flavour
that they imparted to the beer, but also for the keeping
qualities that they added to the beer. When ale was
‘racked’ (filled) into casks (not barrels), a handful of dry
hops were put into the cask before the bung was ham-
mered home. For those enthusiasts of ‘real ale’ (really
cask conditioned ale), the reason for the advent of con- -
tainer beer was the fact that, for football and cricket clubs
where beer was served generally only once a week, cask
conditioned beer deteriorated and became sour, whereas
container beers, with a head of CO, retained their fresh-
ness for considerably longer. :

Incidentally, the reference to beer in barrels is a misno- -
mer: a barrel is a measure of volume. A pin is 42 gal-
lons, a firkin 9, a kilderkin 18 and a barrel 36 gallons;
larger casks are occasionally used but these are too
difficult to handle and are only suitable for outlets with a
large throughput. Also the word ‘water’ is never men-
tioned in a brewery, only ‘liquor’ hot or cold.

In the 18" century, the hop industry was growing in
Wadhurst—acreage increased from 457 acres to 1,885.

Hops are not grown in fields or farms but in ‘gardens’ and
it is important to recognize the terminology of the indus-
try. Hops are planted on ‘*hills’ or mounds and grow up
strings, which are spread between the hop poles. This
used to be done by men on stilts, but now more sophisti-
cated methods have taken over.

Londoners from the East End provided the labour for hop
picking for many years and for many families it was a
profitable holiday for them and their children away from
the ‘smoke’. ’

Gradually, however, mechanisation took over and tractors
replaced the picker and hop picking machines took over -
the separation of the hops from the debris. Incidentaliy,
there are still a few hop picker huts to be seen on the road
from Lamberhurst to Goudhurst: these huts measured 10
ft square and were home to a complete family.

Hops were originally—and for many years—used in bulk
but today the extraction of the value of the hop has been
concentrated into hop powder, hop oil and hop peliets.
This has meant a considerable reduction in storage space.
In the 1960s, due no doubt to the increase in holidays
abroad and to the increasing preference for lager beer,
the brewing industry built huge lager breweries and
started to import vast quantities of lager hops, principally
‘Hallentau’ from Germany. This spelt the dedline of the
ale hop industry and now the overall production of the ale
hop has dedlined considerably. However there are still
some local brewers who depend on our hops for their
excellent brews.

Gwen ended by mentioning the oast houses, with which
we are all familiar. These buildings, topped with their
white vanes, were used for drying hops for many years,
before being replaced by more efficient methods.

Nan Fuggle [her surname the name of a hop variety]



responded to the speaker and remembered that the men
who handled the hops had trousers that, due to the resin
in the hops, would stand up by themselves.

In all, a fascinating and sentimental look into the history
of an industry, which has played an important part in the
development of our countryside. Len Bishop

On Friday 17 September sixteen members and friends
followed up on Gwen Jones’ talk with a visit to one of the
last working hop farms in our area. Thanks to a sugges-
tion from Richard Froggatt and a kind invitation from Ian
Strang, we were able to follow the whole process at Little
Scotney Farm—from cutting down the hop bines, through
stripping the heads from the bine, separating the flower
from the debris and loading the product into pokes.
These were then carried through into the oast to be
loaded onto the horse hair - and nylon - screens for dry-
ing. Here we saw the truth of Nan Fuggle's comment on
trousers—we also saw that Richard Froggatt had green
feet! After drying we saw the hops shovelled into pockets,
compressed and then tied up and marked with a tradi-
tional stencil for dispatch to the hop co-operative.

A thoroughly rewarding outing: we have to hope that the
National Trust will feel able to continue to support the
growing of hops—and their subsequent treatment—at
Little Scotney for the years ahead.

On Wednesday 15 September, Pat Wright gave us the
opportunity to “meet our medieval ancestors”. Using her
superb collection of slides, she showed us paintings from
across Europe and took us on a journey, full of vignettes,
from birth to death.

Life expectancy was short — on average only thirty five
years. Babies began their lives in traditional swaddling
clothes but soon progressed to an active life, playing with
jacks and whipping tops. By the latter part of the twelfth
century boys were playing football. Life was not all play
for children and they were expected to help their elders in
their day to day toil. There was a picture of a group of
single women chatting by the wall and spinning - hence
the word spinster.

Religion, predominately Christianity, was at the centre of
life. It gave spiritual and cultural inspiration. The Church
was in the forefront of providing education and establish-
~ing universities and monasteries. Pilgrimages to religious
sites were a reason for travel and with travel came trade,
including trade with the Hanseatic League. Trade de-
pended upon currency and sterling coinage was well
respected.

Agriculture was the basis of wealth and depended upon
the cuitivation of land. While oxen were used, the intro-
duction of the collar and the tandem trace enabled a
switch to horses which were quicker than oxen. Food
production was primarily for local consumption and only if
there were a surplus was there any prospect of profit.

Mechanical skills were slowly becoming widespread.
Spectacles were available and even mechanical clocks.
The invention of printing in the middle of the 15th century
had an enormous impact in education and the dissemina-
tion of knowledge. Within thirty years of its invention
there were 2000 printed documents and in the next
twenty years there were six million printed books.

While there was gaiety and colour in the life depicted in
these vignettes, there is no doubt that life was hard, and
for most a hard physical grind. A final statistic — the Black
Death killed between 30 and 50% of the population in the
space of a few years. William de Salis

On Friday 15 October, Elizabeth Hughes from the East
Sussex Record Office talked on the theme ‘Graveyards—
and what they can tell us’. If like me you thought of
churchyards as sombre places only visited on sad occa-
sions then this talk, illustrated with slides, would have
proved very enlightening. She started by explaining that
today churches and churchyards occupy some 25,000
acres of the country and represent probably the most
stable structure in any settlement, telling us much about
local communities, their people, customs and tastes.

In ancient times burials took place outside towns. The
Romans buried their dead alongside roads and it was not
until 752AD that St Cuthbert obtained consent for burials to
be made around the church. Endosure of an acre of land,
normally of rectangular shape, followed and was the origin
of the expression “God’s Acre”. Much rarer are dircular sites
which are often raised indicating that they were probably
originally pagan burial-places. Burials would generally take
place to the south of the Church thereby banishing the devil
to the dark of the north - or was it perhaps to provide a
sunny aspect for the mourners? Lack of space ultimately
led to the use of land to the north, often followed by further
expansion as was the case in Wadhurst which was last
extended in 1907.

The familiar lych-gates, we were told, originally served a
practical purpose. The word lych derives from the German
word leiche meaning corpse and gives us a due as to their
original use. In medieval times coffins were rare, shrouds
generally being used instead, but many parishes had a
communal coffin and this would be placed on a table under
the ridge prior to being wheeled to the burial site. The
burial sites would often be marked by wooden crosses
which have long since disappeared and it was not until after
the Reformation that gravestones became common. Nor-
mally oriented west to east graves came in many shapes
and sizes reflecting the status and tastes of the occupants.
Headstones were generally made from local materials until
the 19" century when the advent of the train allowed
materials to be imported from further afield. Inscriptions
reflected the era, varying from the pious to the vulgar but
moare often extolling the virtues of the deceased.

Churchyard burials were the norm until the middle ages
when the burial of the clergy and the rich within the struc-
ture of the Church began. Plaques were often placed on the
walls and, sometimes, memorial slabs were laid in the floor,
those commemorating the ironmasters in Wadhurst being
fine examples. One of the strangest memorals is that to
Tiddles the church cat who watches over those entering St
Mary's Church, Fairford.
Almost all churchyards possess at least one yew tree but
why is not dear. Was it to cleanse the air from the poison
arising from the ground or to provide a source of wood for
longbows?  Outbuildings were sometimes constructed to
house the grave diggers’ tools and were also used as shel-
ters for watchmen in the days of grave snatching. Church-
yards were often rented out for grazing but Elizabeth con-
duded her most interesting talk by pointing out that today
they are more likely to be studied for the stable habitat they
provide, which encourages a great variety of wild life.

Ian Adam-Smith
Wadhurst History Society Visit to East Grinstead
Imagine a monotonous diet and harsh working conditions
where families were forced to separate. This was life in
the workhouses of England where many of the poor were
forced to enter when times were hard. Between 1835
and 1892, breakfast in the Lingfield Workhouse consisted
of a 'diet of flour and water gruel'.



A good number of local history groups, including Fel-
bridge, Lingfield and Ardingly, took part in an exhibition
held at the Meridian Hall, East Grinstead on Saturday 30
October. Four representatives of Wadhurst History Soci-
ety visited the exhibition. Apart from being a very pleas-
ant outing, we were impressed by the amount of work
and research that had been undertaken by some groups.
It needed several trips around the stands and a break for
home made cakes and tea, to enable us to examine the
different subjects and formats of the brochures that we
had bought. We were also able to look at the way the
stands were set up and have discussions with other en-
thusiastic people about their own societies,

One illustrated booklet of the Timber Framed Houses of
Ardingly, compiled by Jean Shelley lists the houses ac-
cording to type starting with open hall houses up to circa
1550. It indudes a copy of the tithe map of 1841, a
further outline of the 1841 map, with the timber framed
houses shown that still remain in 1999. Other sections
have more detail, showing field acreages. There is'a page
listing the owners and occupiers of 1841, together with
the plot numbers as shown in the Tithe Apportionment.
Another page lists those incuded in the Ardingly Hearth
Tax of 1662. The last page listed the local ironworks.

One of the Felbridge leaflets was titled Lime Kilns and
Lime Burning in Felbridge an interesting subject for those
looking at the development of agriculture. There were
many other leaflets for sale covering topics such as educa-
tion, churches, personal recollections and various parish
histories. Jan Comerford

On Wednesday 17 November, Jeremy Hodgkinson
from the Wealden Iron Research Group firmly placed
Wadhurst in the heart of the iron making region—both
during the Roman occupation and later in the 16th cen-
tury; he identified three key reasons—the existence of
iron ore, plentiful supplies of woed for charcoal and water
power to operate bellows. However, the only remains
from Roman times were traces from the bloomeries; later
there was the additional evidence of the ironmasters’
houses across the region. Nearly 800 sites found in the
Weald showed the importance of the area; they varied in
size: Bardown is the closest large site to Wadhurst, where
Roman tiles marked CLBR [Classis Britannica—the impe-
rial supply organization for the Roman fleet] have been
found. The Classis Britannica managed several large
smelting sites in the area around Hastings, such as one at
Beauport Park, near Battle.

With the departure of the Romans early in the 5th cen-
tury, evidence of iron making becomes hard to find; only
one mention in Domesday for the Ashdown Forest and an
earlier mention of a ferraria or forge at East Grinstead on
part of Edward the Confessor's estates. Excavation in
Rotherfield has uncovered the remains of a bloomery
dating from the 14" century.

By the Middle Ages, iron making had moved up to the
north of the Weald to supply London, Tonbridge and
Guildford and by the end of the 15" century, technology
had shifted from the bloomery, making small lumps of
iron, to the blast furnace, making molten iron on an
almost continuous basis.

Mining of iron ore has left many traces across the Weald:
as siderite was dug out from one shaft in the floor of the
woodland, the spoil was put into the previous hole; this
then settled over time leaving hollows in the surface,
which can still be seen today. The blast furnace also
needed much more fuel, leading to an expansion of cop-
picing, as hazel, beech, hornbeam, oak and chestnut were

cut for charcoal. Water power—for the bellows and for
the hammers—has also left a legacy of hammer ponds
and furnace ponds, created to build a head of water from
the small streams that flow through the Weald.

The introduction of blast furnaces had several conse-
quences: skilled workmen came from the Pays de Bray
across the Channel; gun manufacture became a major
local industry and iron masters—Thomas Hussey, Nicholas
Fowle, John Legas—accumulated such wealth that they
could build great houses—Riverhall, Scragg Oak, Hill
House, Scotney.

For Wadhurst, another legacy was the iron grave slab; in
the church of St Peter & St Paul there are 30 slabs inside
the church - “from the highly sophisticated to the quaintly
crude” as the guidebook puts it. The slab for Judith Legas
has inlaid brass initials at the head.

He then explained the technology for conversion of the
product of the blast furmace—the sows, which passed to
the forge, where the sow was re-melted and the carbon
content burnt off; the product was wrought iron, which
could be hammered into the final shape. Blast furnaces
all across the Weald must have polluted the atmosphere
and lightened the night sky.

Final products included the railings for St Paul’s Cathedral,
made at Lamberhurst, and iron guns from 1543 for King
Henry VIII, deployed at the forts along the south coast at
Camber, Deal and Walmer. 3lb and 6lb guns and the
shells they fired—essentially hollow cannonballs, which
required considerable skill in manufacture—were key
products but, by the end of the 18th century, Wealden
production had fallen away as our markets were taken by
ironmakers in the North and Sweden. Jeremy Hodgkin-
son concluded with a slide of the iron crest of a pig, cast
for Robert Hogg in 1581 for his house in Buxted. MJH

WADHURST PARK —concluded

Decay and renewal

On November 30, 1928, “The Magnificent Residential and
Sporting Domain" known as Wadhurst Park, “"induding the
imposing mansion Wadhurst Hall" was offered for sale by
the auctioneers Knight, Frank and Rutley. In all about
1,824 acres with buildings, gardens, grounds and park,
home farm (Flattenden), secondary residence (Sunset
Lodge), 550 acres of woodland, a magnificent lake, six
farms and twenty cottages were offered for sale. A beauti-
ful 30 page folder with 16 photographs gave all the informa-
tion deemed necessary. One selling point was the game
bag: in 1909-10 2,822 ducks were shot (1,652 in a single
day) and in 1910-11 1,667 pheasants.

The mansion and domestic offices were approached by
three roads; the entrance drive, the back drive and
“Buttons” drive coming up from the Wadhurst road. The
Hall, facing south-east and south-west, contained the Lower
Hall and the Great Hall, a study, a library, a drawing room, a
dining room, a smoking room, a billiard room, a lounge, an
ante-room, numerous doakrooms and WCs.; also the
enormous Oak Room or Ballroom, the winter garden with
the palm house and the fern house, the chapel, a boudoir
with sitting room, five bedroom suites, six extra bedrooms,
an extensive nursery wing and vast domestic offices with all
the up-to-date fadilities. Almost all the reception rooms had
oak panelled walls, stone mullioned windows, polished oak
floors and big fire-places surmounted by massive chimney
pieces of carved stone. Spanish leather covered some
wails. The grand staircase was guarded by carved lions.
The drawing room was done in the Adam style with pan-
elled walls hung in sitk. Mr Drewe exempted from the sale



This time Wadhurst Park was offered not only as a whole,

all tapestries in the house, the stained glass windows and
the whole of the interior fittings of the Chapel, the dock over
the garage and the children’s playhouse, known as Bunty
House. All these things went to Castle Drogo.

The rest, Wadhurst Park Estate in all its glory, went to a
solicitor from London, Grant MactLean, who had been in-
volved in a drawn out court case, which dealt with the
Barnato-Joel fortunes made in South Africa with diamonds.
He managed to produce new evidence and, thus, won the
case for his dient, who after many years of frustration
became very rich. Maclean was handsomely paid, and
used his money to buy Wadhurst Park. He lived there
during the 1930s and was known as the owner of the best
duck and pheasant shoot in South England.

MaclLean did improve some of the property. He renewed
the wiring in the Hall and reinforced the weir at the east end
of the lake with concrete and added overflow pipes. He also
built a nine-hole golf course by the lake.

During World War II Wadhurst Park was requisitioned as
quarters for the Canadian forces, and a prisoner-of-war
camp for Italian and German soldiers. Huts were erected in
the grounds for their use. One is still standing today, used
as a garage by Sir Willis Combes at Sunset Lodge. Wad-

" hurst Hall fell into disrepair and neglect. The gardens and

the grounds were used by the military as training areas.

In 1944 Grant Maclean put the estate up for sale by auction
in Tunbridge Wells. No buyer was found, despite the im-
pressive folder with 20 photographs this time, produced by
the 1928 estate agents, Knight, Frank and Rutley.

but also in lots. The mansion is not called Wadhurst Hall
any more and is not described as “imposing”. Wadhurst
Park is now a “very fine Residential and Sporting Property"
but not "magnificent” as in 1928. The acreage is about the
same - 1,820 acres.

Maclean did not live at Wadhurst Park during the war, but
he had a quantity of furniture, carpets and other effects
stored in the Hall and he reserved the right to retain this
accommodation and to hold a sale by auction on the prem-
ises.

In April 1945 Mad_ean sold the whole estate for £77,000 to
two contractors, Philip Cussins of Gosforth, Northumberland,
and Manny Cussins of Fulwood, near Sheffield.

At this point the break-up of the estate began. In 1946,
541 acres of Wadhurst Park were offered for sale in lots,
including Lodge Hill Farm, Combe Wood, Churchsettle Farm,
Hattenden Farm and Crouches Cottages.

The last people actually to live in Wadhurst Hall were the
Kahles, a German family with five sons who had managed
to escape perseaution by the Nazis by leaving their country
at the last moment just before the war in 1939. [The Kahle
family’s time at Wadhurst Park featured in Newsletter no.4]

Parts of the house were used as chicken coops and rabbit
and ferret coops, thus making it possible for the Kahles to
be charged farmhouse rates.

There were still two German prisoners-of-war living in the
grounds, when the Kahles arrived in 1948, but they left
soon after. They had removed fittings from the house and
installed them in their hut. The water supply was inter-
rupted, because pipes had frozen during. the cold winter of
1946/47. The same was true of the central heating. The
electricty was produced by a diesel engine, as the cable
from the lake did not operate.

The Kahles began by ploughing up the golf course by the
lake. The plough turmed up a land-mine. The police were
duly called, removed the mine and detonated it somewhere
else. They also ploughed the fields on the side of the drive
and the fields on the other side of the lake. A dairy herd
was bought and an electric milking machine installed.

Most of the timber along the drive and elsewhere had
already been cut down by an estate agent shortly after the
war. The Kahles’ dream of farming the land proved impos-
sible. Most of the land that originally belonged to the estate
had been sold and their best remaining land was held in
tenancy by a neighbour. They had wanted to buy Combes
Farm, but some Polish ex-servicemen had already bought it.

In December 1948 Marie Kahle died. She had converted to
the Anglican faith after the war and is buried in Tidebrook
cemetery. The family became involved in a lawsuit with
Grant MadL.ean, who accused the Kahles of stealing from
the two rooms he still maintained at Wadhurst Hall. The
family was acquitted at the court in Lewes, but felt bitter
about the accusation. They decided to give up farming and
sell their property. They engaged the estate agents Jack-
son-Stops, and after some difficulty Wadhurst Park was sold
to a Mr Hewitt, a farmer from Brighton. He paid £15,000
for the house and the land. He managed to add Sunset
Lodge to the estate and made it his home.

The Courier reported in 1950 that Wadhurst Hall was now in
the last stages of demolition. Mr Hewitt had sold it in March
19489 to a Brighton firm of building and demolition contrac-
tors, Lynn, Chaplin and Co. The richly ornate carvings,
staircases and interior effects had been preserved and were
now offered for sale, among them the six proud lions of
solid oak, which had been mounted on the main staircase.
An auction was held at Wadhurst Park on the 26" and 27%
of September that year, where the remaining material from
the demolition of Wadhurst Hall was offered. The items
induded a large quantity of sawn oak beams, panelling, oak
doors, oak cases, wall cupboards, brick slates, walling
stones, York stone steps, Bath stone pillars, plate glass,
lavatory basins, towel rails etc. Sic transit gloria mundi!

The magnificent mansion had lasted only 80 years. Nobody
had the money or the interest to preserve it. There had
been talk of offering it for institutional use, but nothing came
of it.

Not only did Mr Hewitt have the house tom down, he also
cut down and sold most of the timber left on the estate.
The entrance lodge and the head gardener’s cottage were
sold as well. In 1956, after having sold the land with the
farmhouse to Mr Zienkiewicz, a Polish ex-service officer, he
sold to Sir Willis Combes Sunset L odge, where he had lived
during this short spell at Wadhurst Park. Mr Zienkiewicz



belonged to a group of seven Polish ex-servicemen, who
shortly after the war had made plans to build a Polish com-
mune on Wadhurst Park land. They bought Combe Farm,
but soon fell out. Only two families stayed on, the Bzikots
and the Zienkiewiczs. They also parted after a while. The
Bzikots remained at Combe Farm and the Zienkiewiczs
bought what was left of Wadhurst Park from Mr Hewitt.
Many Poles still in the 1960s looked upon Wadhurst Park as
their area. The Doozes, on the other side of the lake, was
bought by a Mr Sikorski, whose son still uses it as a week-
end house. The cottage, which housed the Clubroom, in
present day Mayhurst, was a Polish guesthouse. Advertise-
ments were put in Polish newspapers promising “True rest
in a real Countryside resembling the foothills of the Carpa-
thian mountains, all in the largest Polish farm in the country
and with doctors recommending its healthy air and guests
praising ‘the good food””

The heavy day and steep hills make farming very difficult at
Wadhurst Park and in 1970 Mr Zienkiewicz sold his farm to
a Mr Howard from London. He did not have farming in
mind when he bought Wadhurst Park. Advertising in The
Courier, June 9, 1972, Mr Howard explains in a lofty way
how "a group of people from all walks of life, brought to-
gether by a love of the countryside, joined to buy Wadhurst
Park. Their principal aim was to conserve for the enjoyment
of their families a place of beauty once reserved for only the
very wealthy". One wonders what Mr Zienkiewicz and his
hardworking family thought of this declaration!

Mr Howard made his home in the chauffeur's flat in the
eoach-house and transformed his dub of like-minded people
into a Public Company with members owning the shares.

Wadhurst Park now offered a whole range of activities to
suit its public, who arrived by the coach load. There was
horse-riding, day pigeon shooting, trout fishing, boating,
sailing, canoeing, grass skiing, rides in "authentic" hay
wagons and picnic trails.

According to Mr Howard, preaching in The Courier,
"Wadhurst Park is an escape from the hectic pace of life in
the 20" century and from the brash commerciatism of
many other country estates”.

The last statement doesn't exactly fit with his offer of some-
thing called "Fiesta Sussex™ with "Grand Barbecue" and a
cabaret with "Vashti, the Oriental belly dancer”, direct from
Paris and the Hilton, Rome, and the Los flamencos from
Spain. The public was told that bookings were essential.
Special terms were given for parties of 30 or more. The
former cowsheds were transformed into a restaurant, which
could seat up to 200 guests. Mr Howard assured his mem-
bers that their investment gave them free access to the
Park and reduced fares for the facilities and - most impor-
tantly - the satisfaction to see their asset value grow as land
prices soared with the possibility of a future income.. He
gave a fandful description of Wadhurst Park’s recent history,
daiming that the Hall was bought by a Texan in 1952.

Mr Howard's feature page was rounded off with some
written complimentary comments by recent visitors to the
Park, with the added reassuring statement that the originals
of these and many others were kept at the Estate Office.

Wadhurst Park’s neighbours did- not share the views .of
these “authentic" visitors. They were deeply disturbed by
the goings-on at the Park, espedially the noisy restaurant
and the hundreds of people coming to daim their share of
the amenities.

Mr Gwynne-Evans, the tenor, who at the time lived with his
family in Rose Cottage, the former head-keeper's house,
had already pointed out in a letter to The Courier, that Mr

Howard needed planning permission and cash to provide for
his paying guests. Mr Howard had none. The local Coundil
said no to his already implemented plans, and money ran
out.

It was a great relief for Wadhurst Park’s neighbours. They
had come together and formed the Wadhurst Preservation
Society [WASP] to fight Mr Howard and his high-flying plans
to create an amusement park. WASP came out the winner.

Wadhurst Park changed owners again. This time it was
bought by Mr B A Maurice, a respected surgeon from Tun-
bridge Wells.

David Fox, who farmed at the other side of Batts Wood, had
been helping as a riding instructor at the Park and had also
farmed some of the fand for Mr Howard. He stayed, on a
part-time basis, and managed the Park for Mr Maurice, who
perhaps had not quite realized how big the problems were
at Wadhurst Park. The estate was completely run down.
Brambles and thorns, docks, nettles and thistles covered the
grounds. The dam was breached and the lake had run out.
Barbed wire, old and new, divided the hillsides, the buildings
were falling apart and the roads urgently needed repair.

In 1975 Mr Maurice asked Strutt and Parker’s London Office
to put up Wadhurst Park for sale. This time the name of the
estate was omitted. Wadhurst Park had long lost its allure. -
Instead, "A Residential, Agricultural and Sporting Estate with
great amenity and landscape value in the Tunbridge Wells -
Hawlkhurst - Heathfield triangle™ was offered for sale with
“an Impressive Building Site for a Principal House and with a
Substantial Period Farm House, a Secondary House and a
Modem Flat, 2 ¥2 mile 30 acre lake (!), arable, pasture and
woodland... All in all about 460 acres”.

The advertisement in Country Life happened to come to the
attention of Wadhurst Park’s present owners. Here a new
chapter begins in the erratic and unruly history of Wadhurst
Park.

Since 1975 new land has been added and Wadhurst Park
today has an area of 960 acres, 750 acres are fenced in and
constitute a deer-park with herds of seven different spedes,
Fallow, Manchurian Sika and Pére David, the Chinese Marsh
deer, being the most numerous. The other spedes are
Barasingha from Nepal, Axis from India, red deer and
Chinese water deer. The herd of the rare Pére David is the
second largest in the world. David Fox is managing the
deer-park.

The farmhouse, the coach house and the former cottages,
known as the dubroom and Glenhurst (present day May-
hurst) have been restored.

The gardens have been re-shaped and re-planted under the
guidance of Anthony Pasley, the well known garden archi-
tect from Tunbridge Wells.

A new house has been built on the site of the former Wad-
hurst Hall and connected with the reconstructed conserva-
tory of the 1870s.

In a competition for the best country house built in the
1980s, arranged by the Sunday Times and Jackson-Stops,
the land agents, The New House at Wadhurst Park was
dedared overall winner by a jury headed by Sir Hugh Cas-
son. The architect of the house is John Qutram from Lon-
don.

The house has received several other prizes as well and is
featured in many magazines and books on modem archi-
tecture.

Our thanks again to the owners of Wadhurst Park for pro-
viding this three part history
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JAMES STEVENS
What happened next

On Tuesday 12 December, the first day of the inquest into
the death of Frances Stevens, Mrs Rhoda Blackman, wife of
a milkman of Great Butts Cottages, had given evidence that
she was the daughter of the deceased, whose name was
really Frances Lee. Her brother was James Lee, not Ste-
vens, but she did not know the Christian name of her father,
who was then dead. Later she stated that James Lee's
father was a man called Horace Stevens, also then dead.
James Stevens’ workmates, Richard Stapely of Brickkiln
Cottages and George Dunk of Osmer’s Hill, gave evidence of
finding the body, and a dose neighbour, Mrs Fanny Hliza-
beth Hemsley of Pook Pit, stated that she had not seen
either the defendant or the victim that morning. At 9.20
she had left home with a baby and mail-cart to go to the
grocer. The Courier reported that she passed the doorway
of the deceased’s cottage. It was open but she saw no
person about. She left the mail-cart outside the cottage and
was absent for half-an-hour. When she returned the door
was in the same position.

Did deceased generally come out and speak to you as you
passed? - Yes.

Did she do so on this occasion? - No. I left the baby in the
mail-cart outside the house for two or three minutes and it
cried.

Did she tell you about herself and her son? - She told me
they occasionally had quarrels. She said last week she

would get a ticket and go into the Workhouse as she had
had nearly enough of it.

What did you understand she meant by having nearly
enough of it? - She could not get anything to please her son
who was always grumbling. He did not use to give her
much money.

Had she any means? - Only what she could earn herself on
the farm.  What she did earn generally went for rent. Her
son had only just started paying the rent.

On Friday 29 December 1905, the inquest on Frances Lee
[or Stevens] was resumed at the Balaclava Inn, Sparrows
Green; one juror—Mr Clarke—was unable to attend as he
had been nearly poisoned by gas the day before, but the
hearing opened with a reading of the evidence given previ-
ously. Mrs Fanny Hemsley was recalled to give further
evidence. The Courier continued: ‘She said that, on one
occasion, she saw the accused attempt to throw the de-
ceased worman into the pond near the cottage.’

By the Coroner: Have you heard him use bad language? -
He often used to swear at her in the garden. Did he ever
call her names? - He used to call her “black muzzle” and
told her to mind her own business.

Dr Rashleigh gave further evidence with regard to the
wound in the throat, and said that this might have been
caused by a razor, or any sharp instrument, but the incision
on the chin might have been inflicted by a pointed instru-
ment. Dr Woodhead, Public Analyst for East Sussex, said
that he had received certain artides from Superintendent
Criddle for examination, and he had examined a shirt, a red
handkerchief, a white handkerchief, a piece of blind cord, a
bottle containing blood etc, a large towel, a small towel, a
razor and a pocket knife. He found spots of blood on the
shirt on the inside of the right wrist-band. There was not
any blood on the other parts of the shirt. The red handker-
chief contained a great deal of blood. There were also stains
of blood on the blind cord; while on the jacket there were

two blood stains on the left wrist-band. These were very
small. There were also two spots on the left breast being
each about the size of a pin. There were three blood stains
on the back of the lining; one just above the inside pocket
on the right, and one inside the pocket. There was one
stain on the outside of the pocket. The large stain on the
outside of the pocket had soaked through from the inside.
The bottle contained fiuid in which there was blood. On the
large towel there were a number of smears, one of which
suggested itself to him as the impression of a knife handle,
or similar instrument. The small towel was also stained.
The razor, table knife, and pocket knife bore no stains of
blood whatever.

The Coroner: With regard td the character of the blood
stains, can you say whether the blood is human or other-
wise? - No; I cannot.

There is no reliable method of distinguishing between
human blood and that of any other mammal? - Not to my
knowledge. ’

Did you find anything in the waistcoat? - Yes. What was
it? - A rabbit snare and two or three hairs, which evidently
belong to a rabbit.

Summing up, the Coroner said that it was quite obvious
that the woman did not kill herself, and it was also apparent
that the murder was wilful and deliberate. He did not
suppose the jury would attach much importance to the
blood stains. In his opinion the only stains of importance
were those on the wrist-band; those on the coat being more
ancient, and possibly caused by the rabbit which had un-
doubtedly been in the man’s coat.

The Jury retumed a verdict of “WILFUL MURDER” against
James Stevens.

On Thursday 4 January 1906, magisterial proceedings,
begun on 13 December 1905, were resumed at Mark Cross
Police Court, Mr Lewes prosecuting and Mr R. Vaughan
Gower representing the prisoner. Evidence given at the
inquest was substantially repeated. Dr H. G. Rashleigh was
cross-examined.

Witness said the legs of the deceased woman were cold,
and the left forearm. The thighs were warm, and the body
was quite warm. The wound must have been caused by a
very sharp instrument, and it was improbable that the
wound was produced by the small blade of the knife pro-
duced, and the wound in the neck he did not think was
caused by the razor. At the post mortem examination, he
only examined the stomach, and it would be impossible to
say from his examination whether there were any ruptures
of the cavities around the heart. The action of the heart was
feeble in old age, and it was a symptom of a feeble heart
that the extremities should be cold.

Mt Vaughan Gower then cross-examined Dr Woodhead,
who confirmed that the blood stains in the right hand pocket
of James Stevens’ jacket might have been caused by a
rabbit. The Court then adjourned for lunch.

On returning, Dr Rashleigh confirmed that the hands of the
victim had been tied under her body after death. Where the
cord was, there was a great deal of blood. To put the cord
under, it would have been necessary for the assailant to put
his hand right under the body. The Court rose at 4.10;
during the whole hearing the Court was crowded.

The magisterial proceedings were completed on Wednesday
10 January. When the prisoner was brought from the cells,
he took his place in the dock and smiled at his acquaintan-
ces. PC Anscombe gave evidence as to several cracked and



Note from the Editor

The March 2005 newsletter will be available at the meet-
ing on Mar 2. Articles and material for inclusion should be
given to any Committee member, or to The Editor at
Greenman Farm, Wadhurst TN5 6LE or e-mail
whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 14 February please.

Q&A

This should be a regular feature of the Newsletter—the
opportunity to resolve problems that have been bothering
- you for ages: so send in your queries and the answers to
. earlier problems.

Information Wanted

Claire Burridge, who left Wadhurst in 1982 but during the
1970s was at Uplands Community College, commented that
One of her
friends would walk in from Cousley Wood, two others from
the direction of the train station and they would meet at the

in those days everyone walked to school!

wooden bench on the corner by the Primary School.

The bench would sometimes be occupied (and not just in
the mornings) by a man who may have been about 20
years old (although he appeared much older to the chil-
dren) who was what was called then 'a bit simple’. He was
given a little job sweeping up in the fish shop which was
somewhere near the garage. No matter what the weather
was he would greet everyone by saying, "Funny old
weather we are having". Her question was:. What was his

name? And, perhaps, what happened to him?”
Information Received

Several people have come up with an answer: He was
called Alfie Wilmshurst, nicknamed ‘Wiry’. He was a simple
soul and slightly handicapped, walking with a limp. He was
an only child who died aged about 60, and always wore
leather gaiters up to his knee; he lived in Bankside with his
parents. His father, also called Alf, worked at Bassetts

Forge.

‘Wiry’ derived from the fact that he always carried a piece of
wire to fiddle with, keeping his fingers moving to help the
limited movement he had in his hands. He believed the wire
to be his horse’s reins and often said ‘gee up—gee up’ as he
went along. He was a kindly soul who often gave sweets to
children in a paper wrap—chocolate drops covered in hun-

dreds and thousands.

The Saga of James Stevens—continued from page 7

broken plates of glass in the cottage windows. Mr H. P. Lee,
farmer and owner of the cottage gave evidence that the rent
of 2s. [10p] a week had been paid by the victim up to the end
of October; it had been kept up by the defendant until a week

before the tragedy.

The depositions were then read, and the prisoner, on having
the charge read over to him, pleaded not guilty. He was then

committed for trial at the Lewes Assizes on February 12.
The final stages of this saga will appear in March 2005

2005 Society Outings and Events

ENGLISH WINE AND CHEESE
On Saturday 12 February we are planning an evening in the
Commemoration Hall to taste a range of English wines and
cheeses. The wine tasting will be fed by one of our mem-
bers Michael Goolden and will indude a range of red and
white wines from our area.

The ticket price—likely to be around £8 a head—will include
tasting samples [probably of 8 or 9 wines] and bread and
cheese ploughman’s supper; you will be able to buy a glass
for glasses] of your preferred wines to complete your
meal—and bottles will also be on sale to take away.

The evening will also indude a fund-raising raffle—so offers
of suitable prizes would be most welcome. Any member of
the Committee will be happy to arrange collection.

LEWES
The first outing of 2005 will be to Historic Lewes on Satur-
day 14 May with a full day programme. We will depart from
The Greyhound at 09:30 and on arrival split into two groups
for our visit to Anne of Cleve's house—one touring the
house the other nearby gardens then a swap over. After
both groups have viewed this ancient property we hope to

visit the Priory (a 10 minute walk away) and hear some- -

thing of its history. A one hour break after this gives time
for a bite to eat and regrouping at the Castle and Barbican
for a 13:30 tour. Again we will split into two groups. We
have a Blue Badge Guide in the morning and-a Castle guide
in the aftemoon. We will arrive home at approximately
17.00. Cost will be £18.50 a head. Names and money
required by the meeting on 2 March.

THE 60/90 CELEBRATIONS

To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the end of World War
IT and the 90th of the Battle of Aubers Ridge, the Parish
Coundil are planning a series of events from Wednesday 6
July, when the History Sodety will be having a talk from
Joss tedercq from Aubers, who is an expert on military
aviation in Northern France. Our equivalent expert—Stan
Cosham—will be putting on a display of war memorabilia
and we hope there will be a 'Big Band’ dance on Saturday 9
July. There will be memorial ceremonies on the Sunday and
possibly a 1940s Street Party. The week-end will culminate
in a concert for the Wadhurst Brass Band.

CHATHAM DOCKYARD

Our second visit, by popular demand, will be to Chatham
Dockyard on Saturday 1 October, leaving The Greyhound at
09:00. On arrival we will have coffee or tea and then a 1%
hour conducted tour entitled ‘In the Footsteps of Nelson’.
This spedial tour for 2005 explains the links between Horatio
Nelson and HMS Victory with thie Royal Dockyard at Chat-
ham through the unique buildings and atmosphere of The
Historic Dockyard today. During the tour you will hear tales
of Nelson's history, induding the joining of his first ship and
see the site of the dock in which HMS Victory was built.

Time after this for lunch and private exploration. At 15:30
we join the Kingswear Castle paddle steamer at the Dock-
yard. The cruise takes in the sights of Upnor Castle, the
tree-lined banks of Short Reach, and the Napoleonic Forts at
Hoo and Darnet Ness. We will depart for home at 17:15 -
arrival in Wadhurst approximately 18:30. Cost to indude all
of the above is £28 per head. Names and money required
by the meeting on 6 July.

Heather Woodward, our secretary, will be speaking about
Lord Nelson at our monthly meeting in November 2005
which will tie in nicely with this visit. RR



