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Protecting Wadhurst’s history for future generations.

Magpie’s windows still attract attention but we wonder how many people have spotted the mistake.

Have you?  (Find out later)

The world is in a very complicated and unsettled situation at the moment and the problems with our flooded
History Centre reflect that, albeit nearer home. Ours is “a little local difficulty” compared to the war in Ukraine,
the unrest in so many parts of the globe, political tensions at home and abroad, the economic crisis and the
effects of climate change. The loss of the Queen and the turbulent political scene in our domestic history have
disturbed the calmness further. We can only hope that diplomacy and common sense will eventually prevail
so that we can all return to some vestige of ‘normality’ as soon as possible.

Fortunately, the History Society has managed to enjoy the successful series of talks which has continued and
we ask as many of you as possible please to support us as we negotiate these difficult times into the new year.
During 2023, we hope to be able to organise an outing which will be as enjoyable as our trip to the Chichester
Cathedral Flower Festival proved to be. Any suggestions as to potential visits would be gratefully received.

In this issue we send the documentation for our Annual General Meeting and so please support our efforts
and bring your copy with you when you join us on Thursday 8th December.

The programme for 2023 will be published in Focus and in your membership cards so there is much
positive enjoyment to anticipate.

www. wadhursthistorysociety.org
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Since 2017, we have not increased subscriptions but
now, after long discussions, we have reluctantly had to
decide to raise the subscriptions by £5 per individual.
This is a direct result of rising costs generally, the losses
caused by Covid and the impossibility of using the
Centre following the flooding. This means that they
will be £25 for individuals, £40 for families and £15
for correspondence members.

The subscriptions are good value for money: they mainly
cover the talks and the hire of the Hall, the newsletters
and much of the administration costs. The increase is
modest as it is the equivalent, apparently, of a coffee
bought in a café, of a pint of beer or 500 g of Lurpak and
less than a day’s parking at the Station.

We hope you understand and will continue to enjoy
all the advantages of a subscription which will still be
lower than many others.

HM Queen Elizabeth I1
21% April 1926 — Wednesday 8" September
2022

The death of Her Majesty brought to an end the longest
reign of any monarch of this country and the news led
to a period of court mourning which was sincerely
felt by a large part of the population. She had fulfilled
the promise of her 21 birthday that she would serve
us throughout her life “whether it be long or short”
and the tributes from all over the world showed the
respect with which she was held by so many.

Her Majesty had brought this nation a gentle constancy
which was much needed after the turbulent years
following the Abdication, the 2" World War and the
relatively short reign of her father, King George VI.

The commemorations in St Paul’s Cathedral,
Westminster Hall, Westminster Abbey and the
military precision of the ceremonial were testament
to the affection of Her Majesty’s troops to “our boss”
and to a much-loved mother and sovereign. The WHS
Exhibition of 2018 was dedicated to Her Majesty and
we also created a smaller but ,much admired display
in June 2022 to mark her Platinum Jubilee.

To quote from our letter to Buckingham Palace of
2018:

“Your Majesty, we should like to dedicate this exhibition
to you as a thank you for all the years of service you
have given this country and the Commonwealth”.

Well done, thou good and faithful servant.

~~~~~

God Save the King.



Martin Turner

7" November 1933 — 4™ October 2022

The loss of Martin Turner has left a great gap for
Celia, Carol, Edward and their families and also for
the community of Wadhurst where he was a much
-respected and well-loved resident. From the early
years of the 20" century, Turners have lived at The
Colleens, Lower Cousley Wood and Martin was proud
of that long association and many will remember their
centenary celebration there some years ago.Martin
was associated with many organisations including
the Royal Artillery with which he served, the Royal
Ornithological Society, the Royal British Legion, the
Parish Church where he was a zealous carer for the
fabric of that building, often to be found at the top of
a very long ladder.

The Wadhurst History Society is extremely grateful
to Martin for his enthusiastic support of our efforts
from its inception in 2003. As a founder committee
member and the leader of the Industry and Agriculture
Task Group, he inspired particularly valuable research
on farming and forestry in Victorian Wadhurst, on
charcoal burning and bloomeries, on farming during
the 2" World War and on the Canadian Forces
stationed in Wadhurst from 1941, prior to embarking
for Dieppe in August 1942 until the D-Day landings
of 1944.

Martin and Celia were regular attendees at our
monthly talks and many were the perceptive
questions which challenged speakers as a result. At
exhibition times, he would stand on the forecourt
of the Commem persuading (forcing?) passersby to
come and see what was going on and so often this
meant they would return for a second viewing later.
Martin was also a very generous practical supporter
of the society at crucial moments and we thank him
most sincerely for his kindness.

Every History Society needs a Martin Turner.

Martin will be remembered for that lovely smile, for
his cheerful greetings, for his honesty and integrity
and for his love of Wadhurst. The crowded Church
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for his Memorial Service was a clear testament to the
affection in which he was held.

We shall miss him greatly and send to Celia and the
family our most sincere sympathy for their loss.

HVOW

MONTHLY TALKS
JULY 2022:

THE WRECK OF THE S.S. “RICHARD
MONTGOMERY”

by Frank Turner

In 1940, the UK Government was seeking to replace
ships lost to U-boats. J.L. Thompson & Sons of
Sunderland suggested 60 vessels of the “Dorington
Court” specification, but the USA, isolationist at that
time, proved uncooperative, having no spare facilities,
yet demanded payment in any case. Two companies
eventually agreed to build 30 ships each, of a simple,
low-cost, all-welded construction, employing mostly
female labour. It initially took 240 days to build a ship,
but eventually a 60 days turnround was achieved, the
“Robert E. Peary” being built in just 4 days 15 hours
29 minutes as a publicity exercise.

By early 1941, the USA, also losing ships to
U-boats, required 200 ships of the same design, so
2710 in total were constructed, dubbed by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt “Liberty Ships”. The “Richard
Montgomery”, completed at Jacksonville, Florida in
July 1943, was 441’ in length, 57° in beam, 82’ from
keel to masthead, with a 28’ draught. Weighing over
10000 tons deadweight, she cost about $2.1m [@ $4 to
£1]. A dry cargo vessel, she could do 11 knots, used 30
tons of oil a day, carrying a crew of 46 plus 35 gunners,
with a master and a military captain in joint charge.

In August 1944, loaded with 6127 tons of munitions, she
sailed from Hog Island, Pennsylvania for Cherbourg,
France, by way of a rendezvous with others in the
Thames Estuary, near Southend Pier (rebranded HMS
Leigh). She was directed by Lieut.-Cdr Walmsley of
HMS Leigh as to precisely where to anchor, despite her
draught being such that she would run aground at low
tide. The commander’s deputy, Roger Foley, advised
against this order, but was overruled, so consequently
the ship ran aground, firmly wedged on a sandbank off
Sheerness, her back broken. Abandoned in September
1944, she was partly unloaded, sank deeper, and,
with stevedores demanding extra ‘danger money’, no
further unloading took place.

Her ship’s manifest listed the various explosives
on board, including white phosphorus and cluster
bombs of 500 Ibs to 2000 Ibs in weight. Seven days



after the sinking, a Board of Inquiry concluded
that the harbourmaster was guilty of misconduct.
Foley was away but was not summoned, and it
seems that Walmsley simply wished to save his own
neck. Fortunately, Captain Wilkie of the “Richard
Montgomery” was exonerated and returned to duty
soon afterwards.

Nearly 80 years later, just three of the ship’s masts
are visible, but since the wreck lies close to shipping
channels, a real attendant fear of collision obtains.
The US Government did offer to remove the obstacle,
originally in 1948 and later, in 1967, but the UK
Government declined .those offers. Given the right
detonator, a potentially lethal situation could send
a veritable tsunami in a wave a few metres high,
whereby Sheerness would, conceivably, lose almost
all its windows as well as suffer considerable damage
to its buildings. Last December, the Royal Navy issued
tenders for the removal of masts and derricks, this
work to commence in June 2022, but the plan has been
shelved, pending further investigation.

So, in summary, this unfortunate little ship had an
active career lasting just over a year, failed to be able to
fulfil her intended role in the Normandy campaign, and
rests on a sandbank grave, her remaining cargo perhaps
safe, perhaps live, perhaps potentially destructive on a
huge scale. Who knows?

Stefan Gatward

SEPTEMBER 2022:

KENT AND SUSSEX VILLAGES NAMES

AND THEIR MEANINGS
by Simon Mansfield

This talk was a fascinating look at places in an area
between Eastbourne and Rye stretching inland to the
Weald. Surprisingly their names are related to their
geographical height above sea-level bearing in mind
that the sea level has varied since Saxon times and is
now considerably lower.

Simon originally discovered this by grouping the
names by their endings. It is generally agreed by
scholars that modern place names ending in ay, et,
ey, ly, ney, sea, ey, ye or is are all derived from the
Saxon word a&g which is pronounced ay and means an
island. Examples locally are local places such Rye,
Winchelsea, Pevensey, Romney, Langney etc  Simon
wondered why Pevensey is now landlocked when its
name meant a Saxon island. He then showed us 5 maps
all of exactly the same area but the coast varying as the
sea-levels increased by a metre each time.

The first map was at Current sea-level with ‘Saxon
islands’ ringed, all inland.
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Islands also appear in the same way at the Wash and the
Somerset levels. Analysis of the sediments indicates
that the coastline was 4.5 metres higher in late Roman
— Early Saxon times.

Simon then backed up his theory with a scientific
analysis of temperatures based on, among other things,
Alaskan midge data and air bubbles in the Greenland
ice-sheet! With the variation in temperatures he could
then predict a pattern for the variation in sea-level.
He was pleased to discover that his theory of Saxon
Islands correlated well with scientific data.

There are other clues that suggest the sea-level was
once higher:

AD1546 - Henry VIII built a 300 ton warship
the ‘Great Gallyon’ at Smallhythe, 8 miles
inland from Rye. There must have been high
tides to float it out to sea.

In AD1086 the Domesday Book recorded
many salthouses around Pevensey implying
nearby access to the sea.

In the Domesday Book there are no settlements
listed in the area which would have been under
sea-level at that time.



Apart from ‘@g’, Saxon Islands, there are 2 more
interesting groups of Saxon names, -HAM and —TON.
The only Saxon derivation that can explain - HAM is
the Saxon word hamm which denotes a piece of land
surrounded with paling, wicker-work, etc, and thus
defended against water, which would otherwise wash
it away, hence a valley settlement. The other group of
villages that have -TON in them are located on high
ground such as Whatlington, Dallington, Wilmington,
etc. Most of these villages are on hills and are
predominantly on the South Downs. The only Saxon
derivation that can explain -TON is dun which means
hilly hence a settlement on high ground. All these —
HAMs and -TONs are places listed in the Domesday
Book which it is said was written in Latin by French
monks having heard it spoken by Saxons!

Simon uses a Saxon dictionary from which he gathers
‘snippets’ which combine to give meanings to place
names:

Pevensey Festen ness &g fortress island

Wadhurst waad hyrst forest clearing
where woad is found

Tidebrook Tid broc The tidal stream

[but this was never tidal and Oliver Mason and Alan
Savidge thought it meant Tide’s meadow — whoever
Tide was]

Etchingham  wecg hring hamm metal mass
valley fort —iron industry
Alfriston el fyrs dun the eel village
on the gorse hill
Witherenden Pig pasture
land?

You can use the Anglo-Saxon Dictionary at http://
www.bosworthtoller.com There are more of Simon’s
historic findings on https://saxonhistory.co.uk

Joan Grace
OCTOBER 2022:
PASSPORTS, ASSASSINS, TRAITORS AND SPIES
by Martin Lloyd

This fascinating talk by Martin Lloyd took the form of
three stories given without slides or prompts.

The first story took the listeners back to the Paris Opera
House on January 14th 1855. Emperor Napoleon III
and the Empress were attending a performance. When
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the royal party arrived, three grenades were thrown
and it transpired this was a plot to kill the Emperor
by an Italian revolutionary called Orsini. He wanted
a unified Italy. He gathered together a group of like-
minded English and French revolutionaries to help
with the plot. To get into France Orsini needed a
passport. French and Belgian passports cost about
4/3d, and English ones (the one he needed) cost £2
7s 6d. There was much French anger that Orsini had
gained entry using an English passport so Palmerston
- PM at the time - introduced a Conspiracy to Murder
Law to appease them. Orsini was injured by his own
grenade, captured, tried in 1858 and executed in Paris.

The second story happened in 1914. Germany had
declared war and all US tourists were desperate to
get out. Charles Inglis, with the assistance of the
American Embassy managed to get out and re-settled
in Edinburgh. He took long cycle rides overlooking
the Naval Base at Rosyth. Eventually he removed to
Ireland and wrote many letters to a contact in Norway.
These letters were opened by the censorship authorities
and were found to contain military information for
the Germans. He was arrested by the Royal Irish
Constabulary for spying. His real name was Charles
Hans Lody and the reason why he had an American
passport was because he had been sent there to set up
a spy ring. Charles Hans Lody was found guilty by
Court Marshall of spying. On 11" November 1914 he
was executed at the Tower of London by firing squad.
After this, all US passports had to have photos in their
passports.

In May 1945 Captains Liquorish and Perry were
looking for firewood on the German border and
noticed they were being followed by a scruffy looking
fellow who said he was a German called Fritz Hansen.
It was in fact, William Joyce also known as Lord Haw-
Haw, and he was carrying an English passport. He
was arrested under the Treason Act of 1945 and all that
was needed to convict him was one witness. This one
witness was an Inspector Albert Hunt who recognised
his voice as he had heard him speak at rallies. Joyce’s
parents were Irish who emigrated to the USA and
renounced their Irish nationality. Joyce was born in
the USA but managed to obtain an English passport
saying he was Irish. He was found guilty at trial on 4™
January 1946 and hanged at Wandsworth Prison.

Wendy Barr

Thank you to our writer-uppers.



THE HISTORY CENTRE

Since 17th August 2022, the Centre has been
completely out of use following the disastrous
flooding of that day. We have been unable to do any
work there at all and this situation shows no sign of
improving this year and in fact two further instances
of flooding have complicated the issue - at the time of
writing — November.

Except for the conference table and a smaller table,
everything else from the Tabard and Michael Harte
rooms and the Store is now stacked in the Orchard
Room, with the most vulnerable boxes raised on
wrapped wooden pallets. Fortunately, because of the
care we had always taken as regards the careful storage
of the collections’ documents, artefacts, pictures etc,
only very minor damage was incurred. This means
that we have managed to honour our pledge to protect
the heritage of Wadhurst for future generations.

Because we have no working space, however, we have
had grave difficulties in various areas. The enquiries
still come in via the internet and any responses are
largely dependent on the breadth of our memories.
We are unable to welcome visitors and thus are not
receiving the information and further documents
which are so vital. Often such visits have led to
further involvement and the sale of publications and
that has financial implications. It also means that we
cannot continue with the cataloguing and archiving of
the collections we still have to do and that is creating
yet another backlog.

The bulk of the physical work which has arisen has
been done by Chris Ring who checks the dehumidifiers
every day (sometimes more than once, depending on
the weather) and we are extremely grateful to him for
all that he has done, Other committee members have
also been much involved. Thank you all very much
indeed!

The rooms still need to be completely dried out,
skirting boards replaced, carpets ordered and re-
laid, before we can supervise the re-installing by the
insurers of all the filing cabinets, shelving, furniture,
documents, boxes, books et al. When will that
happen?  Well, that’s anyone’s guess. We will just
have to ask you to check on the website, or in Focus
and on our notice-board on the wall of the Institute.

Fortunately our talks are continuing and the year’s
timetable for 2023 will be published in Focus and on
the new membership cards.

All this means that with great reluctance but after
many years without increase, the Committee has
had to decide to raise the cost of the subscriptions as
previously shown (p. 540).
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A further consequence is that Newsletters will be sent
out to members for two editions but, if membership is
not paid by the July publication, you will receive no
further issues. Those who are now reluctant to come
out on winter evenings can become correspondence
members for £15 instead if they wish to continue
receiving the Newsletters.

HVOW

~~~~~

Now for some original items beginning with one
inspired by our speaker in June.-

A Surrey Farm in the 1950s

Ian Everest’s talk on ‘A Sussex Farm in the 1950s’
was excellent. For me his film ‘A Year on a Downland
Farm’ was so nostalgic and took me on a personal trip
down Memory Lane.

I met my (future) husband Ian in 1950 when I was 7
years old. My parents, grandmother, older sister Peta
and I moved to a house in a country lane near Horley,
Surrey just opposite lan’s father’s farm. I can clearly
remember our first meeting. We were walking along
a footpath close to the field where Ian, his parents,
teenage sister and younger brother were flying model
airplanes. My father who had been a wartime pilot was
interested in the little planes and he introduced us to
our new farming neighbours.

Over the next few years, I spent most of my spare
time on the farm. We were so free in those days and
as long as we turned up for meals no-one seemed to
worry! [ soon made friends with Eddie the cowman
and would rush out after school to feed the calves and
help muck out the cow sheds. The holidays were great
as we could spend even more time there. As in the
film, there was a large bull (Friesian on our farm) -
no Al in those days - and I certainly learned the facts
of life at an early age from seeing the bull servicing
the cows and then the cows giving birth. I just loved
watching the calves coming into the world and Eddie
would let me know if there was an imminent delivery
so I could attend. It was magical and such a wonderful
experience. His wife Margaret was a lovely person
too and we got on really well. She taught me to play
the piano accordion and to knit. I was so sad when
they emigrated to Australia as £10 ‘Poms’ in 1956. 1
corresponded with Margaret for the next 50 years and
we met up with them several times at their house, just
outside Melbourne during their last few years. We still
see their daughter Janet during our yearly pilgrimage
to the Australian Open tennis tournament.

Landens was a mixed dairy and arable farm with a few
beef cattle and of some 170 acres. In all there were
about 40 dairy cows and youngsters and the milk was



collected daily in churns from the farm gate. Potatoes
and vegetables grown on the farm were sold weekly
around Horley. Eggs from the chickens kept by lan’s
mother, would also be sold on the round and when we
first arrived, a beautiful old wagon was pulled by a
large cart horse called Gypsy, such a wonderful sight.
Sadly, later, she was superseded by a van!

My first recollections of the harvest were of the
stooks which dotted the fields and I recall lan’s father
building the most beautiful round stacks. Later in the
year there was great excitement when the threshing
machine arrived to extract the grain from the straw to
be sent to market. I can remember all the mice and rats
jumping out of the stack and being killed by the local
boys armed with thatching sticks. The farm always had
tractors and by about 1955 had a combine harvester
and a baler which produced rectangular bales.

My father-in-law taught Peta and me to drive the
‘Fergie’ (Ferguson tractor) when we were about 12 and
13 years old and we were allowed to drive it slowly
around the field while the farm workers lifted the bales
by pitchforks up onto the trailer. By this time Peta and
I had started being paid to help with the potato planting
and picking. The planter had 4 people sitting on it, 2
either side of a large potato hopper around which little
metal trays rotated rather like a very fast sushi train. It
was our job to put one potato in each tray which were
then dropped at 1-foot intervals into the soil.

Ian Everest talked about Health and Safety! Or lack
of it! I think the potato planter was a good example of
this. It was lethal. A few years later my brother-in-law
lost the top of his finger when it got caught in one of
the cogs. We rode on the mudguards of tractors - no
cabs in those days - went for rides on trailers with no
sides, climbed up haystacks, and for the most part had
no accidents.

Peta and I saved up the money we earned to buy first,
transistor radios and then our beautiful red, 3 speed
Raleigh bicycles. We were so proud of them especially
as we had worked hard to afford them. Peta reminds
me that they cost 16 guineas.

At this stage [ wanted to go to Agricultural College and
become a farmer, but I can’t recall when I changed my
mind and decided to pursue a career in nursing instead.
Sadly, Ian’s father didn’t encourage the boys to take
over the farm and they both became pilots! I certainly
had an idyllic childhood and am grateful to lan Everest
for reminding me of this.

Sara Adam-Smith
Peta has looked at another activity which should tempt

some of us to venture forth once the warmer weather
returns.:-
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A WALK IN THE PARK

Earlier this year on a warm, cloudless blue day in
March, a couple of neighbours in Tunbridge Wells
decided to take a walk. Consulting their Ordnance
Survey map covering the region, they decided on
Wadhurst and drove across and parked in the village
centre before setting out.

They had trouble finding the path they had chosen
but eventually identified its access as a neatly cut
‘doorway’ in a high hedge opposite the new housing
estate on the way out of the village. This led them down
through Snape Wood and over the railway cutting.
This is close to where some of the oldest properties
in the parish are to be found, including several dating
back to families involved in the Wealden iron industry
of the 16™ and 17" centuries. Our friends’ clockwise
circular walk took them close to Snape, Scrag Oak,
Wenbans, and Risesden as well as Wadhurst Park
with its large lake, known in much earlier times as
Hightown. Before Bewl Reservoir was filled, this
was the biggest stretch of water for miles around.
When the route of our walkers crossed part of the
Wadhurst Park estate, they were amazed to see what
looked like a man standing atop a large Wellingtonia
gazing out towards Wadhurst, and took a photo. It
turns out that the distinctive figure, made of cast iron
now turned brown with age, is by Antony Gormley and
was fixed to the tree after it lost its top in a lightning
strike, possibly around the time of the 1987 storm!
Hans Rausing the owner of Wadhurst Park was a great
patron of the arts, particularly sculptures. One of the
gardeners working on the estate some years later and
by then also a certified tree surgeon tells me that he
was once instructed to climb the tree to brush over the
statue and trim back any growth from the tree that was
obscuring it. You never know what you might come
across when exploring the Hinterland of Wadhurst!

Owned by the Rausing family of Tetra Pak fame since
the 1970’s, the property was previously well known
to those in Wadhurst as the home of Julius Drew(e)
the founder of the Home & Colonial Stores. He and
his family lived there for about 30 years in the early
C20. At that time the estate extended to about 1800
acres. It was there that Drewe conceived the idea of
building Castle Drogo, which was built on the edge of
Dartmoor at Drewsteignton where he had a cousin who
was the Rector. Drewe and his business partner had
sold the Home & Colonial Stores after WW1 for a very
considerable sum and his share funded the enterprise.

By the time Hans and his wife Marit Rausing bought
the estate it had passed through several more owners
in quick succession including during the war years
and was very run down and overgrown. The original
mansion had long since been demolished; much else
was derelict and the land reduced to about 400 acres.
However, the new owners over time transformed
the property and increased the extent of the Park to



its current size of over 2000 acres, of which the deer
park extends to some 1000 acres. At the time of the
Millennium some in Wadhurst will recall that the
Rausings very generously offered the village the use
of the beautifully rebuilt Orangery for drinks before
the Ball held in the nearby early 20" century Riding
School (barn). The estate remains in the Rausing
family although Hans died three years ago in 2019 at
the age of 93.

Continuing on their 2)% hour tromp round the area,
our walkers eventually headed back across the railway
cutting and into Snape Wood once more before
emerging into Washwell Lane and back into the village.
It had been a most enjoyable and worthwhile outing.

Peta Hodges

Here’s a nostalgic memory which is particularly
appropriate at this time of year.

This photograph shows the Drum and Fife Band parading
in November 1964. Until very recently, the Band always
led the parade from Sparrows Green to the War Memorial
on Armistice Day.

Chris Gibson, Peter

The drummers left to right:
Humphries and Alan Newick; bass drummer Clifford
Mitchell and to the right Anthony Cosham — the only one
in step!

The flautist is John Barnes and Band Leader Eddy
Mitchell is behind him. The girls to the right are Maureen
Eaton and Susan Barden.

Anthony Cosham
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THE REVD LESLIE STEVENSON,
VICAR OF WADHURST (1908 — 1920)
AND HIS FAMILY.

Introduced by Rachel Ring

Earlier this year I bought a painting entitled “Running
Water — Fairy Glen 27, and signed Patric Stevenson.

I'liked the picture very much but it was the artist’s name
that initially caught my attention. I had seen that name
before, Patric without a ‘k’ at the end, and recalled a
drawing in one of our publications ‘Then and Now’
done by ‘Patric’. It was a WW1 drawing by the son
of our then vicar Leslie Stevenson and his wife Lettie.
Leslie was vicar from 1908-1920 and they were both
a huge presence in the community throughout the war.

Patric, their only child, was born in the Vicarage in
1908 and was around 9 or 10 when he did his drawing.

I started researching the Stevenson family after
they left Wadhurst and returned to Ireland, and
what happened to Patric when he started a new life
there, still a schoolboy, at the time when troubles
were brewing hard?  Did he become an artist? Is my
painting really one of his? I eventually found Rachel
McGowan, a Stevenson relative, who gave me a great
deal of information about Patric and many articles and
photographs. She in turn introduced me to her cousin
Adrian Stevenson, whom I actually had contacted
several years ago. Adrian holds some of Leslie
Stevenson’s diaries and it was through him I learned
that Julius Drewe paid for Leslie to accompany his son
Basil on a world tour.

Adrian then introduced me to Patric’s two children,
Leslie and Juliet both of whom offered yet more
information on their grandparents, Leslie and Lettie,
and naturally their father Patric.

Through all these new-found contacts we now have a
really good picture of our vicar and his descendants
as well as a little information on the period that Leslie
was private chaplain to Julius Drewe at Wadhurst Hall,
before returning from Ireland to Wadhurst as our vicar.

Let our articles tell you their story which is being

serialized in our forthcoming Newletters.
RR



The Revd. Leslie Stevenson:
the Early Years in Wadhurst

The Revd. Leslie C. Stevenson and his wife Lettice
were key figures in the life of Wadhurst during the
first two decades of the 20" century. Chapter 12 of
the WHS publication Wadhurst Back in Time records
their impact on the cultural life of Wadhurst and the
publication Wadhurst’s Black Sunday, contains many
references to their activities during the Great War. As
aresult of the extensive research we have done into the
history of the Stevenson family, we can now provide a
fuller account of the lives of this charismatic pair, their
artistically gifted son Patric and his descendants. This
first article in a projected series gives the background
to the Stevenson family and describes the lives of
Leslie Stevenson and his wife until the outbreak of the
First World War.

The Stevenson family originated from County Derry in
Northern Ireland and, more specifically, from Knockan,
a townland (subdivision of a parish) in the parish of
Banagher. In the early 1720s the Stevenson ancestors
lived in a farmhouse but in 1791 this was replaced by
a larger and more ornate dwelling which came to be
known as “Knockan” and was regarded thereafter as
the family home. In 1796 a second house, “Ashpark”,
was built in the townland of Knockan for the eldest
son. This was comparable in size to “Knockan” but
of a different design. Over the years Ashpark has
had a variety of uses either as a residence for eldest
sons, a dower house, a residence for various cousins
or even farm workers. It remains in the family to this
day. As we shall see in a later article, the Revd. Leslie
Stevenson returned to Ashpark in the final years of his
life and died there in 1961.

Leslie Creery Stevenson’s grandfather was the Manager
of the Northern Bank in Downpatrick and his father,
William Stevenson, was the Sub-Manager. Earlier
in 1878 William Stevenson had moved to take over
Ashpark after a branch of the Stevenson family had
died there. William was musically gifted and had been
associated with a number of amateur musical groups
in Downpatrick. He had seriously considered studying
music at Trinity College, Dublin but had baulked at the
formal requirements of the course. Leslie was born
on 14" June 1878, the first of William’s children to
be born in Ashpark. His mother produced a total of
eight children before dying at the early age of 37 in
1892. William remarried in 1895 and fathered three
more children before dying in 1902 at the age of 54.

From 1890 Leslie, like his elder brother James,
attended the Academical Institution in Coleraine
before proceeding to Trinity College, Dublin in 1896.
He had inherited his father’s gift for music and by
1898 had even composed a song, The Message of
the Shamrock, that was accepted for publication by
the distinguished American publishing house, Oliver
Ditson and Company. Whether Leslie received any
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formal music education at Trinity College is not
known but shortly after graduating in 1901 he took
holy orders in the Church of Ireland. Leslie started
his ecclesiastical career by serving as a curate to the
Rector of St Michael’s Church, Blackrock in County
Cork, George Kennedy Smyth.

George Kennedy Smyth was married to Leslie’s
Aunt Margaret and on 25" September 1901 Leslie
married their daughter (and his first cousin) Letitia
Stevenson Smyth in Blackrock. Letitia was nine years
older than Leslie; at the time of their marriage Leslie
was 23, his bride 32. Over the years Letitia’s name
underwent several transformations. Her pet name was
Lettie or Letty but this was seldom used in written
communications. During the 1890s, she preferred
to be called Lettice and this is how Leslie referred
to her, certainly during the years spent in Wadhurst.
Apparently, in later years, the preference for Lettice
slowly faded away and she became Letty/Lettie again.

Leslie and Lettice shared many artistic interests,
particularly music. Both were accomplished singers,
Leslie played the organ and both, in time, became
effective choral conductors. Lettice, like her mother,
also wrote poetry. During their engagement and in the
early years of their marriage Leslie and Lettice both
wrote music, mainly Irish songs. These were not merely
for their own amusement: some were published and
sold commercially. Before they were married Lettice
under the name “Lettie S. Smyth” wrote an Irish Ballad
called The Winding Sheet with words by her mother
M.A. Smyth. This was published by Aschenberg and
Co and copies could be bought for four shillings
each. Leslie composed two songs My Colleen Ashore
and Night on the Battlefield, the latter with words
by “Lettice Stevenson Smyth” and dedicated to his
father. Both were published by Mathias and Strickland
and also retailed at four shillings per copy. In 1900
Lettice composed a Christmas Anthem for choir and
organ : Behold I Bring You Good Tidings with words
taken from the New Testament. This was published by
Weekes and Co. - quite a notable achievement since
at that time Weekes published the music of such well-
established composers as Coleridge Taylor, Arthur
Somervell and Hamish MacCunn.

A few years into their marriage Leslie suffered a
potentially serious set-back when he was diagnosed as
suffering from a heart complaint. The doctor believed
that the rigours of the Southern Irish climate might
have been a contributory factor and recommended
a move to somewhere more benign. It appears that
Lettice took the initiative to scour advertisements in
the church papers for suitable opportunities and even
responded on her husband’s behalf. The eventual
outcome was Leslie’s appointment in 1904 as Private
Chaplain to Julius Drew(e), the founder and owner of
the highly successful Home and Colonial Stores which
at that time had over 500 branches and was showing
a profit of £220,000 per annum. Drew had retired



from the active management of the business in 1888
and in 1890 had married and bought Culverden Castle
in Tunbridge Wells. Eight years later he purchased
and moved to Wadhurst Hall and this is where Leslie
took up his new post. The move seems to have had
a beneficial effect on his health; whatever the heart
complaint was, it did not limit his activities and he
went on to live into his eighties.

The Kent and Sussex Courier of this period carries
many mentions of Leslie’s activities at Wadhurst Hall.
One of the first, dating from 17 June 1904, mentions a
visit of 25 members of the St John’s Brotherhood (an
Anglican monastic order for men, founded in 1866) to
Wadhurst during which “Mr Drew’s private chaplain
played the organ”. Although Leslie’s duties as a
Chaplain were - one presumes - primarily religious,
from the outset his role seems to have provided ample
opportunity for deploying his and Lettice’s other
talents. The Kent and Sussex Courier has frequent
references to various entertainments organized by
them and in which they played an active part:

1 July 1904 - An entertainment organised by Leslie
Stevenson in the riding school at Wadhurst Hall with 30
items on the programme including music and sketches.

27 January 1905 — Mr and Mrs Drew were confined
to bed with flu , whilst Revd. Stevenson organised an
entertainment for the benefit of the people on the estate.

26 January 1906 — A Grand entertainment at Wadhurst
Hall under the management of the Revd. and Mrs
Leslie Stevenson.

Leslie also had time for composition. What appears
to be have been his first piece of religious music, a
Magnificat and Nunc Dimitis in G for choir and
organ, was published by the Vincent Music Company
in 1904. He also continued to write lighter material
including some old Irish folk song “Bonnie Knockan
or Thinkin’ Long” with words provided by his mother-
in-law, Margaret Anderson Smyth, and dedicated to
“The Stevenson Clan”. This was published by Weekes
and Co in 1906 and sold at 1/6 per copy. For the first
time the composer of the music is stated as the Revd.
Leslie C. Stevenson.

This period of the Stevensons’ life, however, was also
marked by tragedy. On 28 May 1905 Lettice gave
birth to a stillborn son at Wadhurst Hall. Later, when
carrying a second son, she suffered a miscarriage.
Another bereavement, the death of Lettice’s father
the Revd. George Kennedy Smyth, resulted in the
Stevensons leaving Wadhurst and returning to Ireland
for a short period during which Leslie was employed
as the Curate of St Embarres Church in Cork.
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In 1907 the Revd G.G. MacLean, the Vicar of St
Peter and St Paul in Wadhurst, retired thus creating
a vacancy. At an earlier date Julius Drew had bought
the advowson of the parish (i.e the right in English
law to present to the diocesan bishop a nominee for
appointment to a vacant ecclesiastical benefice or
church living) and, having a high opinion of Leslie’s
capabilities, was instrumental in his being offered
the post. Leslie accepted and, in February 1908, he
returned to Wadhurst as Vicar.

The Revd. Leslie Stevenson and his wife Lettice

Leslie and Lettice found their life in Wadhurst very
satisfying. They found the village congenial and soon
developed a good rapport with its inhabitants. This
able, dedicated and energetic pair seem to have hit
Wadhurst like a whirlwind. On arriving in Wadhurst,
Lettice had promptly set about reviving the Wadhurst
Choral Society which had fallen into decline since its
inaugural concert on 22" February 1898. On 10" June
1908 she conducted what was billed as the first concert
of the 50 strong Wadhurst Choral Society in the Market
Hall. Her husband acted as one of the accompanists
and sang several solos to great acclaim. The parish
magazine gave an enthusiastic report of the occasion
and noted that a “large and fashionable audience was
present”. As might be expected, Leslie took a keen
interest in the musical aspects of worship in the church
and at his first Harvest Festival evensong his Magnificat
and Nunc Dimittis was performed. His missionary zeal
was not limited to the purely religious. On discovering
that too many in the village appeared to read nothing
but newspapers he urged them to make more use of the
parish library and, in particular, to embark on a course
of Dickens. To encourage this, in November, he gave
a dramatized reading of A Christmas Carol as part of
a programme of lantern lectures. In the same month
Lettice made her debut as a singer, performing duets
with her husband at a village concert.

The Stevensons’ life was also fulfilling at a personal
level: at 4.30 am on Sunday 5" September 1909 the



40 year-old Lettice gave birth to a baby boy at the
Vicarage. They had arranged for an Irish nurse from
Downpatrick to be in attendance at the birth but the
baby was one month premature and so the responsibility
for overseeing the birth fell to an Irish family doctor,
Dr Alfred Barcroft, who had settled in Wadhurst the
previous year, aided by the Parish Maternity nurse.
In her diary, Lettice recalled that after evensong on
the day of the birth the bell ringers returned to the
church belfry and rang out what she described as “joy
bells” to announce the safe arrival of the baby to the
village. She was delighted, proud and surprised to hear
them but then had “a great rush of bitter tears when [
thought of my first born little dead son lying under the
yew tree under the belfiy. No one knew about him as
the bells had never rung for him”. Lettice clearly had
a fascination for the church bells and their symbolic
importance because shortly after arriving in Wadhurst
her poem, Wadhurst Bells, appeared in the May 1908
issue of the Parish magazine. Rather optimistically the
magazine exhorted parents and teachers to teach it to
all their children so that “‘Wadhurst Bells’ will ring in
their ears all their lives long no matter where they may
roam”.

His parents had originally planned to call their son
Patric Leslie but, in deference to the wish of Lettice’s
mother that one of the old Stevenson Christian names
be used, the baby was christened Patric John. The
importance attached by Leslie and Lettice to their
Irish heritage is further illustrated by the use of water
specially transported from the River Lee “beside whose
broad tidal waters his mother's family were born and
bred” for the baptism. On the death of her husband,
Lettice’s mother had moved to Bexhill to be nearer her
daughter but, as her health deteriorated, she moved to
The Larches in Wadhurst where she was looked after
by Dr Barcroft until she died on 24™ November 1910.

The birth of their son did not result in any diminution
of the Stevensons’ many activities in the village That
this was possible could be to some extent attributed to
the fact that they employed a nurse, Sarah Miles, to
look after Patric. Originally they believed that the most
they could afford for a nurse was £20 per annum but in
the end they paid £32 per annum because Sarah proved
to be “worth her weight in gold” and was devoted to
her charge.

Leslie continued to expand his musical activities. In
April 1910 he conducted a Wadhurst senior choir in the
newly established East Sussex and West Kent Music
Festival held in the Pump Room in Tunbridge Wells. It
achieved third place overall in the competitions before
joining with choirs from eight other towns and villages
in a performance of Mendelssohn’s setting of Psalm 42
and choruses from Handel’s Messiah.
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The Stevensons still maintained close links with the
Drew family (since 1913 spelt Drewe). For example,
in January 1913, Leslie organized a concert by the
Drewe family string band in the Wadhurst Market
Hall. Later in the year he was asked by Julius Drewe
to accompany his son Basil Drewe on an all-expenses
paid world tour for which he was granted leave from
his position as Vicar for an extended period. Basil
Drewe and Leslie set out on 26™ June 1914 leaving
Lettice and Patric behind in Wadhurst. They sailed on
the P&O liner “Malwa” from London to Melbourne
and Sydney from where they proceeded to Tasmania
and New Zealand before returning to Sydney. Two
days after they left Britain, Archduke Ferdinand was
assassinated in Sarajevo and by the time they arrived
back in Sydney the 1 World War had broken out,
thus necessitating an immediate return home. On
22" August they rejoined the “Malwa” and, after a
diversion to Bombay, they arrived back at Tilbury on
5% October.

As we know, the impact of the war on Wadhurst was
profound and from the outset Leslie and his wife played
a key role not only in providing spiritual succour to the
village but supporting the war effort in innumerable
ways including providing practical support to those
suffering from its consequences. The Stevensons
remained in Wadhurst until 1920 when the pull of
their strong Irish roots and Leslie’s desire to serve the
Church of Ireland led them to return to Ireland.

Arthur Dewar and Rachel Ring
1o be continued
If you need more churches, move one!
Iron Church opens — 1898

A very large congregation assembled on Saturday
afternoon for the opening of the Iron Church near
Wadhurst Station.

The church, which can accommodate nearly 100, was
erected by the Rev. Mr MacMahon in the grounds
of Wick House and by hm it was bequeathed to the
Vicar of Wadhurst in the hope that services might be
continued.

The need of the western part of the parish being much
greater than that in which it stood, consent was kindly
given for the removal of the church and its re-erection
on a site which has been leased for 21 years to the
Vicar and church wardens at nominal cost.

The work has been accomplished in spite of
exceptionally stormy weather.

N.B. Wick or Wyck House lies near Woods Green and
by 1898 the Iron Church had fallen into disuse and was
dismantled and re-erected in Faircrouch Lane.

[ KS Courier].



Herewith the documents you need
to have read prior to the
Annual General Meeting

on Thursday 8™ December.

PLEASE BRING YOUR

Newsletter with you.
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Minutes of the 17" Annual General
Meeting of the Wadhurst History Society

held on
Thursday, 9th December 2021

in the Commemoration Hall,

Wadhurst

1. 33 members attended. Apologies for absence
from: Gill and David James, Ann and Geoff Hookway,
Dennis and Jill Brewster, Avril Temple and David and
Margaret Lloyd-Roberts.

2. The Acceptance of the Minutes of the AGM on
12" December 2019 agreed unanimously, proposed by
Stefan Gatward, seconded by Michael Flegg.

3. Chairman’s Report: (full report attached to main
copy) The Chairman, Heather Woodward, reviewed
the previous two years and reminded the members of
what had been done to keep them involved despite
the Covid restrictions. She encouraged everyone
to bring their friends and new neighbours along to
meetings and events. She pleaded for support with
organising the talks which are so important for the
Society, and briefly outlined plans for the New Year
of 2022. She then explained the “long and serious
discussion” which the Trustees had had about the
future of the Society and emphasised the unique
responsibility which we all have as regards the care
and protection of all the artefacts we are receiving
on behalf of the people of Wadhurst of the future.
The success of this project depends on eventual
permanent accommodation, suitable and adequate
storage facilities and costs. She ended by thanking
the members of the committee, most of whom have
been involved since the inception of the Society in
October 2003, for their hard work and sterling efforts
on behalf of the Society and its aims and objectives.
Wishing the membership well for the Christmas
season, she looked forward to meeting them all again
for the January talk on Canterbury Cathedral.

4. Treasurer’s Report: (2020/21 accounts attached
to file copy): The Treasurer, lan Adam-Smith, reported
that after a period of “normality”, the Society had
been much affected by the ever-changing Covid-19
restrictions which led to there being no monthly
meetings as a result of which fund-raising opportunities
were lost. Thanks to the members who had continued



to pay their subs and also to very generous donations
however, we suffered only a very small deficit of £185.
The Society had deliberately held down costs initially.
Various work in the Centre had been completed but
we still have the expense of broadband and telephone
fees to negotiate. Shown in the accounts was the
considerable increase of expenditure on printing and
postage incurred by the compensating activities which
had been organised over the period of lockdown. It
is very helpful to us that the Newsletters are now sent
out from the printer direct and that reduces the overall
cost of postage to the whole membership. The Bank
Balance now shows a small improvement and so three
new computers and a colour printer are on order.
These would ensure visitors to the Centre would have
better access to the archives. Because of the unusual
current circumstances, the Treasurer was not prepared
to make any forecast for the financial potential of the
year to come.

In answer to a subsequent question, the Chairman
explained that we could not do everything by e-mail
because over 30 members had no access to computers
and that was a substantial proportion of the membership.

The acceptance of the Accounts was proposed by
Michael Flegg and seconded by Pauline Willis.

5. Election of committee members: No other
members were prepared to come on to the Committee.
Fortunately, the current members of the Committee
were prepared to continue. Those standing for the
Committee were therefore:

Chairman Heather Woodward
Secretary Peta Hodges
Treasurer Ian Adam-Smith
Centre Manager Rachel Ring
Outings Organiser Anthony Cosham

Other committee members: Arthur Dewar and Joan
Grace with Neil Cumming and John Phipson as
independent Trustees.

The Election of these Members was unanimously
agreed, proposed by Phillip Cheung and seconded by
Rosemary Collins.
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6. Ideas and Comments from the Membership:

(1) The letters, Newsletters and Quizzes distributed
during the lockdown were described as “excellent”,
good fun (especially as there was time to do them) and
very enjoyable. If we were to be in the same situation
again, similar arrangements would be ideal. No one
came up with any other ideas.

(1)) Zoom meetings had not been practicable because
so many of the membership had no computer access.

(iii))  Any talks co-ordinator(s) could consult Arthur
Dewar about details but he will continue to deal with
the posters each month.

(iv) Visits and outings would have to be arranged at
relatively short notice and would usually be car-based
travel,

(v) Avisit to Newhaven Fort was suggested. The Fort
is post-Napoleonic, has wonderful views and a very
pleasant café for light snacks. £7.95 entry lasts for
a year. A number of members were interested in the
prospect.

(vi) The Chichester Flower Festival is planned for the
week following the Queen’s Jubilee in June 2022 and
we hope to be able to organise an outing for that.

7. A.O.B.

(i) Brenda Preston suggested that members should
look out for the Cameo Opera: a meal and the four
opera singers sing between each course, “excellent”.

(i1) The Chairman paid tribute to Arthur Dewar for the
outstanding series of talks he had staged over the years
and presented him with a book token which she hoped
he would enjoy. Arthur thanked her and said the gift
was greatly appreciated.

(i11)) Neil Cumming thanked the Committee on behalf
of the membership for the way in which they had
carried on during the Covid restrictions and said it had
been an amazing achievement.

There being no further matters, the meeting ended
at 8.30 pm, the hall was quickly reorganised for the
evening’s entertainment by Margaret Watson and the
audience recharged their glasses with mulled wine,
prepared by Harriet and John Phipso



Wadhurst History Society

Accounts fo the 12 months ended 31st August 2022

2020-21 2021-22

income £
Membership Fees 817.50 1832.50
Guests -and Meeting raffle 0.00 239.30
Income from Tabard Room 0.00 100.00
Profit/Loss on Events & Outings 0.00 -111.30
Profit/Loss on Publications 652.06 869.07
Profit/Loss on Refreshments 0.00 170.40
Gift Aid 295.10 295.29
Donations Received 2665.00 4831.50
Total Income 4429.66 8226.76
Expenditure
Equipment 219.95 1209.51
Artifacts & Library 42.75 145.64
Hire of Venues 90.00 565.00
Insurance and advertising 105.00 115.00
Miscellaneous 158.00 20.90
Postage 57.49 17.65
Stationery/Newsletters 799.37 640.65
Speakers 0.00 902.26
Donations made 30.00 30.00
Tabard Room/IT Costs 2588.55 3681.41
Depreciation 520.20 1007.91

4611.31 8335.93
Deficit for the year -181.65 -109.17
Balance sheet
Assets
Floats 40.00 40.00
Stock (books & wine) 947.57 810.64
Equipment at cost 17419.95 19492.35

less depreciation 15928.84 16936.75

1491.11 2555.60
Cash at bank - current a/c 11058.20 10021.47
Total assets 13536.88 13427.71
Liabilities
Creditors 0.00 0.00
Net Assets 13536.88 13427.71
Notes

1. Stock: (i) Books are valued at cost less 75%. From 1st September 2019 all

publication costs are written off in the year incurred.

(i) Wine is valued at cost.
2. Equipment: (i) ltems costing less than £500 are written off in the year of purchase.
(iiy Depreciation of items of £500 or more is at 25% of the reducing balance.

3. Tabard Room Costs:

e
—

Signed: _L. -

I. Adam-Smith (Treasurer)

Include rent, telephone and broadband access.

A i =5 bkt

Signed:

R.P. Lockwo Jéc_g(wmg———f

£02.i0.92



CHILDHOOD MEMORIES

Recent events have made many people look back with
some nostalgia at days past. As a result, we decided to
encourage people to write their memories of Childhood
so that not only can we remember but also we can
compare with the experiences of the youngsters of
today in the 21* century.

A few anonymous snippets will no doubt evoke other
memories for readers and it would be lovely to be able
to extend this “bank”™ of memory even further.

* We lived facing a pig farm and all of the children in
our road spent our time playing out on the road in the
field facing our house (now sadly these fields have all
been built on). The road had very few cars passing
through and I can remember playing hopscotch,
London’s burning, hide and seek and lots more outdoor
games. Entertainment came from the radio.

* We played Tin Can Copper, marbles, crickets and
skipping outinasidestreet. Indoor favourites were ludo,
snakes and ladders, draughts, dominos and Cluedo.
The most exciting adventures involved climbing into
bombed-out houses, balancing precariously on joists,
or getting down on the shore of the Thames where it
was a bit sandy. [We were] allowed to play in the side
streets [as] there were few cars and no driver dared to
interrupt our games. I could ride my tricycle in the
side roads but mostly we walked everywhere without
fear (and without adult supervision). It was nothing to
spend all day in the street on the bombed sites or at the
park when it was the holidays.

* Playing a skipping game part of which went “The big
ship sailed on the alley, alley on...”, in the playground
of the old Wadhurst primary school; playing in the
stream in the wood at the bottom of Washwell Lane,
always trying to dam the stream but never succeeding!
Grass cuttings — when Grandad tipped the cuttings on
the compost heap, we happily burrowed through with
our hands, making passages from one side to the other.
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From somewhere, Dad acquired a metal oil-drum
(empty) and we spent hours attempting to walk on it
like circus performers.

* 1 could roam all over the farm as I got older and
nobody worried. [ would go primrosing to send posies
up to London for some old fold to enjoy. I remember
combing and thrashing and the rats coming out of the
cornstack. It was a very happy childhood.

* In my freetime (after homework was finished) we
used to go out on our bikes (not much traffic then), go
for walks and sometimes camp in my friend’s garden.
We had something called Skid Kids in the Sparrows
Green playing field — this was an oval track which the
boys used to race round on make-shift bikes. Different
villages would compete against each other and had
names such as Wadhurst Lions, Ticehurst terriers,
Peasmarch Panthers and Northiam Knights.

1t all seems very innocent and straightforward, doesn 't
it? So many remember that they could be away all day
and, provided they came home in time for tea, parents
did not seem to worry. It makes one feel rather sorry
for today's youngsters who are not able or allowed to
have that freedom.

I think the next set of snippets will be about food!
Please send in your childhood memories. Rachel has
the forms for you to use and so have I. Just give us a
ring.

HVOW

~~~~~

Notes from the Editor.

The next Newsletter should appear in March 2023 and [
do hope that some members will do some independent
research and relate some memories of their past, having
been inspired by the contributions in this edition.

Send articles and comments to me as soon as possible
before the beginning of February. Any pictures? Any
scandals? Any funny stories? Please submit comments,
ideas, suggestions, information and articles for
inclusion to The Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road,
Wadhurst TN5 6LR or e-mailed to handew28@gmail.
com



Christmas Presents?

Packs of 5 Notelets, postcards, notepads make ideal
little gifts which will not weigh too much when sending.

We have a varied choice of publication also:

WHS PUBLICATIONS

Victorian Wadhurst (pubd. 2005) - the development of
Wadhurst from the late 1830s to the turn of the century. £9

Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion — South Park (2019) —
From a farmhouse to a sizeable mansion from the early 1830s

to the early 21* century. £12

The Story of George Street (2009) - the construction and

life of a small coherent community of Wadhurst. £4

Wadhurst — Then and Now (2003) Photographs provide
a snapshot of life in a market town during the dramatic
changes of over a hundred years. £12

The Last Great Prize Fight (2007) — The 1863 public
prize fight between Tom King and John Heenan. £4

Wadhurst Back in Time — 1901 — 1936 (2011) Wadhurst
faces change and challenge in the early 20" century.  £15

Wadhurstin the Second World War —Lifein a Wealden
Market Town (2008) How Wadhurst changed during the
war and the effects of the immediate aftermath. £12

The Day Wadhurst Changed (2006) The traumatic
crash of a Meteor jet in 1956 and its effects on the historic
centre of Wadhurst. £10

Wadhurst’s Black Sunday (2015) The Battle of Aubers
Ridge - its historical context, its consequences and its
effects on the community of Wadhurst. £10

Wadhurst — Town of the High Weald (2™ edition —
2014/2020). The ideal reference book to discover what

makes up Wadhurst and its history. £12.50

e Two postcards: Sussex by the Sea and Celia Turner’s
linocut of Wadhurst 50p each

* Notepads (25 pages) of paintings from a previous

WHS calendar (very useful) £2.
*  Mounted pictures of Wadhurst £4.
e Packets of Notelets £3.50
e Individual cards £1.50
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Under current circumstances, to purchase any of
the Wadhurst History Society publications and
stationery, please contact 01892 783212 or 783455.
Books are also available from Barnett’s Bookshop,
High Street, Wadhurst.

Please continue to look after
yourselves and stay safe until we
meet again.

To see more of our archives, consult

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org

Wadhurst
History
Society

And what was that about Magpie s window
display?

Jmoys Ajpau a4npord s1yy saop
Ay “putwd nod Ul punod j1 uing — punod
Avm Suoum ay s1 sydp.i3ooyd ayj fo 2uo ‘apis
puvy 311 2y} U0 uUMop Moy ‘yaiod ayp ujy

Newsletter printed by

Hi-Rez Design & Print,
Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DY
Tel: 01580 212118 E-mail: rez@hi-rez.design



