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Protecting Wadhurst’s history for future generations.

Summer has been and gone though she was somewhat reluctant to show her sunny face, it has to be admitted. At
the last count, | think it was three hot sunny days each for July, August and September.

It has been a memorable period of our history, this pandemic, but as most of us are probably now double-jabbed
and boosted we must look forward with our usual optimism and embrace any changes that may come our way.

Several shops of the High Street in Wadhurst have changed hands and décor so we welcome them and hope they
flourish. Roads have been closed for urgent repair as those of Tidebrook must be well aware and traffic lights have
become an almost regular feature of daily travel. On top of that there have been the queues for fuel. In October,
the railway line at Wadhurst has been closed for the stabilisation of the banking beyond the station to avoid any
further land slips. Throughout its history from its opening in September 1851 that line has been a cause of concern
as you will see in a short extract later in this Newsletter.

The Sacred Heart Church worshipped outside and the Parish Church ‘zoomed’ but now they are back in more
“normal” mode. Sadly, there have also been all too many funerals and much-delayed Services of Thanksgiving for
those we have lost from our community.

As we herald the approach of our Annual General Meeting, the Trustees and Committee wish everyone a much
healthier, more settled and peaceful new year of 2022.

www. wadhursthistorysociety.org
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You will notice in the above list that no one has yet offered
to help with organising our TALKS PROGRAMME
despite our appeals. Ever since
2004, the talks have been a
vital and integral part of the
success of our society, enjoyed
by members and visitors,
and covering a wide range of
historical topics and interests.
We need that to continue.

PLEASE. 1t does not have to

be done by one person; it can be a team. You would not
have to be on the Committee though it would be great
if you were. You would have plenty of support and
creating an imaginative programme is a very satisfying
experience. Could YOU and a friend (or two) plan our
programme for a couple of years e.g. 2023 and 2024,
perhaps? It would mean contacting speakers, sorting out
the administration of their needs and one of you being
their host(ess) on the night. The programme for 2022 is
done but to attract good speakers we have to be looking
further ahead.

PLEASE YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU.
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MONTHLY TALKS

SEPTEMBER 2021 (the first since
February 2020)

CHARLES IT and THE CIVIL WAR in
SUSSEX

by Helen Poole

Belief in the Divine Right of Kings, together
with other contentious views, including issues of
religious freedom, were instrumental in bringing the
English Civil War on Charles I during the 1640s, and
leading, inexorably, to his arrest, trial on a charge of
High Treason, and ultimate execution on 30 January
1649.

His son became Charles II, although he was forced
to flee from England in 1651 to safety in France for
several years while England, now a Commonwealth,
was governed by Oliver Cromwell and, subsequently,
Richard Cromwell. Charles was restored to the
throne in 1660, a time now known to history as the
Restoration.

Photograph by Michael Flegg:
A suitably spaced first Meeting after lockdown lifted.

How was Sussex affected during those years of
conflict? The county had a significant Roman
Catholic presence. Arundel and the west of Sussex
tended to be Royalist, whereas Chichester, Lewes,
and the ports favoured Parliament, in a proportion
of 1:2. Generally, the fighting did not affect Sussex,
there being just two sieges and one battle, the siege of
Arundel Castle in 1644 being the last major action in
Sussex. Chichester had been taken, then reclaimed,
before being demilitarised during 1647-1648, and
there were also hostile engagements at both Lewes
and Haywards Heath.

The main aspect concerning Sussex involved Charles
II, escaping following the Battle of Worcester
(1651), eventually passing, heavily disguised,



through the county from west to east in an effort to
gain a passage across the Channel to France. At 6’
2” tall and very dark haired, he was fearful of being
recognised, so his party, consisting of Lord Wilmot,
Colonel Gunter and Colonel Phelips, wasted little
time riding from Hampshire to Brighthelmstone [the
modern Brighton], stopping for meals on the way.
Plans were nearly thwarted at one point, when a
party of mounted soldiers came thundering past, but
the fugitives rode boldly through, much to the relief
of the king. A berth on board a coal ship, Surprise,
skippered by one Nicholas Tattersell, was acquired
for £60, quickly increased by £200 in ‘danger
money’ when Charles was identified, both by an
irate Tattersell and the innkeeper of the George Inn
at Brighthelmstone.

At length, at around 2 a.m. on 15 October 1651,
Charles boarded Surprise at Shoreham, set sail five
hours later, and landed at Fécamp on 16 October
1651. Two hours after the ship had left Shoreham,
a cavalry troop arrived there, intending to arrest
Charles, but he was safely away by then, leaving
Sussex behind as he began his lengthy exile in
France.

Stefan Gatward

~~~~~

OCTOBER 2021:
EVERY HOUSE HAS A STOREY
by Ellen Leslie

For anyone and everyone interested in a house
and its secrets, this was essential listening. An in-
depth interest in houses may include learning about
their general background, listed (and de-listed)
building consent, maintenance and repair, and
heritage statements. Ellen stated that she had dealt
with important properties, such as Anglesea Abbey
(N.T.), 17 Portland Place, a cottage at Yateley, and
Mill House, at Wetheringsett, Suffolk, as well as
acting as architectural advisor for the author Natalie
Livingstone at Cliveden.

Several useful resources are available, Ellen having
made use of all these:

Parameters to be considered include date of
construction, period of structural changes, the
original architect/builder, occupants over the years,
historical connections, and how/when the building
has been used. Not only the bricks and mortar, but
also the people of the house are of great significance.

Archives available include the National Archives
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at Kew, county archives, specialist archives, town
or local history groups, and online archives and
catalogues [Find my past, Ancestry.co.uk, Land
Registry, etc.].

Types of historical information include parish
registers, census records, sale particulars,
newspapers, plans, maps, drawings/photographs,
deeds/tenancy agreements, letters, diaries, and
valuation surveys.

Regarding census information, although the first
English census was undertaken in 1801, it is only
from 1841 that information is available, up and
including the 1911 census. In 2022, the 1921 census
details will be released under the 100 years rule.
No census took place in 1941, understandably, but
the 1939 register (for ID and Ration Book purposes
inter alia) holds considerable data.

Ellen spoke of 14" Century Horsegrove, concerning
which she had consulted a tithe map of 1840,
together with censuses showing the main occupant
as Wm Fenner (1851), Wm Walker (1861, 1871),
Wm Harrison (1881, 1891), who was Wm Walker’s
godson, Wm Newman (1901), and George Lavender
(1911). The 1939 register showed a Basil Nicholls
living there. Horsegrove was mentioned in the Kent
& Sussex Courier of 1879.

She had discovered sale particulars relating to
Paxhill House, Lindfield, a 17th Century Jacobean-
style house, with useful pictures from 1870, and a
mention in the Sussex Advertiser of 1828.

Finally, Ellen mentioned briefly four other properties
of note, all of which were of some age:

e Hammonds Place, Burgess Hill: 15" Century
(1783 manorial map, a tithe map of 1848, the 1937
Ordnance Survey)

e Black Swan, Ware: 16" Century (one could see
how the front of the building, originally an inn,
had been cut back, and that an adjacent building
demolished reveals the original dimensions of the
end wall of the inn)

e The Old Manor, Dorsington, Warwickshire: 15th
Century (photographs had proved invaluable in
tracing the evolution of the building)

e Mill House, Stoke Doyle, Northamptonshire:
1860s, yet late 16™ century in origin (1606 manorial
map, a tithe map of 1845, 1923 Ordnance Survey).

It was abundantly clear, from this presentation,
that such investigative work, while requiring
much patience and painstaking application, is both
rewarding and interesting in itself, besides being,



in Ellen’s case, work carried out professionally on
behalf of interested parties.

No doubt everyone present will view his/her own
property in a different light now, and may, perhaps, be
encouraged to carry out a little further examination.
Who knows what stories the house could be telling
them!

Stefan Gatward

Thank you, Stefan for these two reviews.

A REMINDER FROM NEWSLETTER 48

An Appeal To You.

When you notice/learn that a shop is about to
change ownership, that a development is being
planned, that a house or fields are going to
disappear, please could you take some photographs
BEFORE any changes are made and then take
more DURING and AFTER the project (ideally
taken from the same spot) so that we are able to
have a verifiable record of Wadhurst, Ticehurst,
Tidebrook, Stonegate and their environs as it was
and as it becomes.

It will be valuable to future generations if you
could give us annotated copies identifying the
location to catalogue for the archives.

Thank you.

NEWS FROM THE CENTRE

During the long months of lockdown, a careful
caretaking watch has been kept on the Centre making
sure that everything is safe and that the dehumidifiers
have been doing their job. They have! And they
have had to work hard! Three replacement machines
are now installed and everything is protected.

Once the “summer” came, a huge job of sorting,
cleaning, decorating and tidying was undertaken. It
was the first opportunity we had had since the Centre
was opened in December 2011 to do a deep clean.
Long overdue but very satisfying. No more storage
on tables is the golden rule!

Seriously though the Society owes a real debt of
gratitude to everyone who helped. Thank you.

Now I sincerely hope that all members who have not
yet visited the Centre do come down and discover
what a treasure trove there is for Wadhurst in its
modest space. What with that plus the website we
are clearly reaching a lot of people worldwide and
so it is quite a shock to hear Society members admit
they have never been to the Centre. It is now usually
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open on Tuesday mornings from 10 till 12.30 but
other times can be arranged with Rachel, either at
the Centre (Tel 784280 — Tuesdays or Thursdays) or
at home (783455).

I~~~ ~~~

A Query came recently to Rachel from Peter Miller
in Northern Australia. He is trying to track his
family’s history in Wadhurst:-

Peter’s father was the first to get a snow plough
through to Wadhurst on one occasion and this was
reported in a paper. However, he was unable to
supply any further information as to the year or
where from. Can anyone throw any light on that
story?

Peter has also had contact with David Storrie who
lived at 5 Walters Cottages and who played with
Peter’s father and his brother when they were boys
visiting the Pilbeam family of Forge Cottage, St
James’ Square.

Does anyone know David Storrie?

[Ed: Please let me know if you can help. RSVP]

EIGHTEEN MONTHS OF COVID
& STILL WITH US

Autumn is fast approaching: children have started
the new school year very punctually at the start of
September. All businesses are up and running again
although many employees are still working from
home, even if only part time, and the road traffic
is back to its pre-Covid levels if not more so with
folk unwilling to use Public Transport if they don’t
have to. The Railways still expect travellers to wear
masks as do the buses, and most shops request mask
wearing even if it is almost impossible to enforce.
The one-way guided systems with different entrances
and exits have been removed although where space
allows social distancing is still encouraged. Pubs
and restaurants are open for business again although
entering with a mask before sitting down at a table
is still in force.

During the summer holidays, a small percentage
of the population was prepared to spend time and
money in getting a holiday abroad but the vast
majority of British citizens had a Staycation, the new
term for holidaying in the UK! The cost of renting
a holiday cottage, staying in a B&B (if you could
find something suitable) or other accommodation
rocketed and the demand for motor-homes, now
more popular than the traditional caravan, was
unprecedented: to rent or buy became impossible as



every single one had been snapped up in the British
Isles. Have you ever seen a park with nothing except
rows of white motor homes? Do they ever come in
other shades?

After our cruise in the Baltic was cancelled for
the second year running, we felt we needed to get
away for a few days but far from any madding
crowds.  We were intrigued by the idea of a
Railways Holiday in the UK and signed up with our
travelling companions for a week’s trip to the north
of Scotland based in Inverness and the Isle of Skye.
We were somewhat bothered by unexpectedly being
asked to take a Lateral Flow Test 24 hours before
our departure, something we had not previously
come across. However, uncomfortable as it was,
both results were negative to our considerable relief.
Next day, wearing our masks, we set off from TW
station heading via London Bridge and the excellent
Thames Link service to Kings Cross. There we met
up with our leader, David (a gentleman of a similar
age to most of his charges), and the rest of our 38
strong party in the 1st Class lounge (not quite as
classy as that sounds!). We filled most of a coach
and were plied with snacks and drinks during the
whole journey! Our smart motor coach and driver
were awaiting us at Inverness Station, alongside
the side exit where we emerged, to be driven with
our luggage to the Palace Hotel just minutes away
beside the River Ness which runs through the town
to the Beauly Firth. All available entrance doors
were left open to the fresh air and mask wearing
requested in the public spaces when not eating or
drinking. Our second hotel on Skye, the Royal in
Portree, went one further and dispensed with buffet
breakfasts and requested pre-booked times for
meals. This was to avoid everyone turning up at
the same time. However, their cooked breakfasts
included both smoked haddock with a poached egg,
and generous smoked salmon with scrambled egg so
no complaints!  We were extremely fortunate in
the timing of our visit as the weather was for the
most part quite delightful with blue skies and warm
sunshine although it could be a bit fresh first thing in
the morning with mist over the hills or cloud cover
which took an hour or two to clear. Each day was
different with a ride on a steam train, historic diesel
or the regular service offering spectacular scenery
along the rail route to reach the Kyle of Lochalsh
where the Skye Bridge is located. = On Skye’s
Trotternish Peninsula we visited Flora MacDonald’s
grave beside traditional restored Black Houses
(forming a museum unfortunately still closed
because of Covid), and followed the coast road back
to Portree. This overlooks cliffs, waterfalls and the
crystal clear sea below where we got a glimpse of a
sea eagle on the wing. That afternoon we visited
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the ancient seat of the MacLeods, Dunvegan Castle,
beside its own sea loch (with seals basking in the
distance) and featuring a most beautiful garden
hidden below it in a sheltered glen.

After two nights, leaving the Cuillin Hills behind
us, we took the ferry from Armadale on Skye over
to Mallaig on the mainland with a pod of dolphins
accompanying the boat. Late that afternoon we took
the famous Jacobite steam train back to Fort William
over two hours away where our coach was waiting
to drive us back to Inverness. Our last morning
featured a cruise along the Caledonian Canal and
into Loch Ness as far as Urquhart Castle where
swallows and martins swirled round the ruins. In
the afternoon we were free to walk along the river
path to the Botanical Gardens upstream, sample
the shops just on the other side of the river from
our hotel, or just take it easy. Although there were
people around it was never crowded. Inverness is a
lovely small city.

By the end of the holiday we had discovered that
David, our Tour Manager, who lives in Henfield
along the A272, was strangely connected to us. He
was born in Aberdeen (and still has relatives there)
but I also come from Aberdeenshire and Harley has
a similar Scottish background. = However, David
was actually brought up in Mayfield not a million
miles from Wadhurst. He went to school at Skinners
travelling by train to Tunbridge Wells West Station
from where, back then, there was a service via Eridge
and Mayfield to Eastbourne. It is a small world.

Peta Hodges.

There is life after Covid! Thank you for a delightfully
evocative account of your Staycation, Peta.

I~~~

Many of Wadhurst readers will remember the reports
which were created by the very active journalist,
Len Young, in the Kent and Sussex Courier, and
the Wadhurst History Society researchers regularly
refer to his scrapbooks to answer queries or for our
exhibitions. He certainly put Wadhurst on the local
map. His son, Colin, wrote a very interesting life
story of Len including these extracts.

LEONARD CHARLES YOUNG

LEN was born in Hampshire in 1908 but, after the
early death of his mother, was taken to Tunbridge
Wells where he was brought up by his grandparents.
After leaving school, Len joined other family
members in the grocery trade and in 1933 moved to
Wadhurst to take up employment with local grocers.



Following their marriage in Tunbridge Wells in 1935,
Len and Maisie set up home in Western Road and
soon became involved in village life and activities,
notably playing tennis and table tennis. After war
service in the Army, Len returned to the grocery trade,
firstly with Tunbridge’s (in Sparrows Green) and
finally with Benge’s at Cousley Wood from whom
he retired in 1973. In 1946, a neighbour in Western
Road, Mr Collins, retired as the local correspondent
for the Kent and Sussex Courier, the Advertiser, and
the Sussex Express and County Herald. Len eagerly
seized the opportunity to take over Mr Collins’ role
and became a retained part-time journalist for the
three papers. Of choice and given the chance, Len
would have liked to enter journalism in his youth.

Len soon became a familiar figure in Wadhurst in
his new role. Armed with his trusty notebook and
pencils, he sought newsworthy material covering all
aspects of village life and for over 40 years, until
his death in 1989, ensured that reports of Wadhurst
events were well publicised in the three, later two,
local papers. No events were too small or too large to
be the subject of Len’s reports aided by contributions
by members of all the local clubs and societies and
his personal friendships with Arthur Godden, funeral
director, and Bill Clemmence, policeman.

During his early years of reporting, Len covered such
notable events as the visits to Wadhurst of radio’s
ITMA, Tommy Handley and Wilfred Pickles’ Have
A Go and the Wadhurst Charter Week celebrations
in 1953. In the immediate aftermath of the tragic
jet plane crash in 1956, Len’s reporting assistance
and local knowledge was greatly appreciated by the
national daily newspapers.

For many years, Len often accompanied by reporters
from the Courier, attended and reported in detail the
Parish Council meetings covering lively debates on
all the local issues. The Dramatic Club’s productions
were reported and reviewed in feature articles for the
papers. Due to Len’s persuasion and his excellent
working relationships with the papers, photographers
were often on hand to record many of the events and
the people involved in them.
In the years when Fuggle’s hop
farm employed people from the
East End of London who stayed
two or three weeks in the ‘hopper
huts’, Len wrote feature articles
for the papers which were widely
acclaimed.

Throughout his life, Len was a
keen follower of many sports,
most notably football and cricket.
Regular reports of matches

Maurice Tate
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played by the Wadhurst clubs were submitted, and
in the days when the Courier published cricket
scorecards in full, Maisie would assist in writing out
the details. Len extensively covered the Football
Clubs’ teams’ matches, attending the home games
in the stand, notebook and pencil in hand. When
the first team played in the Sussex County League,
often against opposition from large towns, Len
was contracted to phone half-time and full-time
scores to the Evening Argus. In recognition of his
many years’ coverage of Wadhurst Football Clubs’
matches, Len was presented with an inscribed rose-
bowl which he greatly treasured.

Len reported at length on the death of Maurice Tate,
the legendary Sussex and England cricketer who was
landlord of the Greyhound pub for a while. Another
cricket highlight was the opening of the new Cousley
Wood cricket pavilion by former England batsman
and captain, Peter May.

For the next Friday’s editions of the papers, Len’s
reports had to be in by the previous Monday’s
deadline so the week-ends were invariably hectic
for him. Seated in front of his ancient typewriter
often late into the night, Len jokingly referred to his
own “Deadline Midnight”, a take on the popular TV
series of the time set in Fleet Street. His enthusiasm
never waned and apart from a brief spell in 1982
because of illness, he reported local events for the
papers continuously from 1946 until a few weeks
before he died in 1989.

Len provided guidance and assistance to local
people who wished to place announcements in
the Courier and Sussex Express, often sadly about
the deaths of family members. Len’s sympathetic
understanding approach, helped people find suitable
words to express their sorrow. Len also wrote sports
notes for the Parish Magazine for many years and he
was always willing to write one-off articles of local
interest.

He was elected a Life Member of Wadhurst
Institute, Hall and Field in recognition of his work
as Treasurer. Len was also the Secretary of the Rose
Housing Trust and a member of the local branch of
the Royal British Legion.

Throughout all his years as local newspapers’
correspondent, Len kept cuttings of his reports
in carefully compiled scrapbooks, one set for
sports news and the other for general news. These
scrapbooks provided a historical record of village
life over a period of 43 years and are unique and
irreplaceable. They have been in great demand
by local residents wishing to look back on events
and people who made the news at the time. Len’s



enthusiasm, his talent and ability in his descriptive
writings helped to ensure that a long period of
Wadhurst’s history is preserved for posterity and for
future generations to enjoy.

14/AM/024

These scrapbooks are now held in the Wadhurst
History Centre.

I~~~

The Wadhurst Railway Cutting

Picking up on recent problems on the railway
line beyond Wadhurst mentioned on p.475, it is
interesting to re-read the particularly informative
chapter written by Neil Rose in our publication
Victorian Wadhurst, In The Railway Age, Neil
describes fully the creation of the main line from
London to Hastings which changed Wadhurst on
Monday Ist September 1851 when our station
opened and “its impact on the community would
have been immediate and far-reaching”. It was not
without its problems either........... As Neil explains:

Peter Barlow, the engineer, provided technical
evidence and was “rash enough to comment that
the geological characteristics of the terrain were
favourable for railway construction, being mainly
sandstone with occasional outcrops of blue marl.....
Although the hilly terrain meant a succession of
cuttings and embankments, he said the costs could
be kept down so spoil would not have to be carried
far for the tipping.....

The five miles through Wadhurst differed in some
respects from those originally planned - no viaduct
was built on the Frant border; Wadhurst tunnel was
260 yards shorter than planned; the deep cutting
ran behind Scrag Oak rather than in front and so
there was no viaduct there either. Gradients were
now 1-in-100 rather than the intended 1-in-132.
Wadhurst station stood at the top of a continuous
bank nine miles long, descending to the floor of the
Rother valley. Climbing this bank became a trial for
the up-trains as engines would regularly stop for
lack of steam.

To improve the situation, eventually, various changes
were made: speeds were reduced, six inches deeper
ballast was added, proper drainage and additional
culverts were provided, original rails were replaced.
BUT

In the years since, landslides on the line south of
Wadhurst have been frequent.

In Wadhurst Back in Time’ we read of one on Sunday
4" November 1909: “at first there was no sign of
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significant subsidence but, just as a gang of workmen
were engaged in regaining the levels, a train passed
over the embankment and caused 50 yards of the
bank to give way and release tons of earth into the
adjoining wood. Fortunately no one was injured but
all traffic on the line had to be suspended. In January
1930, a potentially disastrous accident occurred
when the 5.05 pm express was trapped in a landslide
in the cutting. The driver brought the train to a halt
but a further large fall of earth and stones piled up
against the rear Pullman coaches. In all, an area of
70 foot long and 90 foot deep had descended on to
the track due to a combination .of two weeks’ heavy
rain and the vibrations of passing trains.

Another landslip occurred in 1975 and several in
very recent years. Hence major works being done
on the same area beside the track in October 2021.

I~~~ A~~~

South Park and Lilian Baylis

During our researches for the book Wadhurst’s
Princely Mansion — South Park, we were intrigued
to find that on 17" July 1885 Lilian Baylis, as an
eleven year old girl, had performed in the musical
entertainment that constituted part of the lavish
celebrations laid on to greet the Scottish millionaire,
John Bruce, when he arrived in Wadhurst to take
possession of his newly built mansion. This gets
only a passing mention in our publication; herewith
therefore a little further background as to how that
came about.

LILIAN MARY BAYLIS CH (1874-1937) is now
remembered as the redoubtable woman to whom
we owe the existence of several of our major
cultural institutions: the Old Vic theatre company
(which ultimately became the National Theatre), the
Sadler’s Wells opera company (which evolved into
the English National Opera)
and the Sadler’s Wells
Ballet (which became the
Royal Ballet).

The architect who designed
and oversaw the building of
South Park was Adolphus
Croft (1831-1893), the
in-house architect of the
well  known  furniture
manufacturer Gillow and
Company of Oxford Street,
London. At that time, one of the company’s book-
keepers was Newton Baylis, an enthusiastic amateur
baritone who had gained wide experience singing
with many church choirs and who had aspirations
for a full time career as a singer and theatrical




performer. The source of these ambitions is not hard
to find. Newton’s passion for music was inherited
from his mother Mary, another gifted amateur
singer, and his enthusiasm for theatre came from
the influence of two of his mother’s closest friends:
the actress Fanny Stirling and the distinguished
author and playwright Charles Reade (writer of The
Cloister and the Hearth). Newton’s ambitions were
further fueled when he met and, in 1873, married
Elizabeth Cons, a student at the London Academy of
Music. Elizabeth, known as Liebe, went on to have
a professional career as a singer, pianist and teacher
and, after their marriage, Newton supplemented
his stipend from Gillows by promoting, managing
and performing in his wife’s concert parties. Liebe
pursued her career with great commitment despite
enduring ten pregnancies within fifteen years.
Sadly, of her ten children, only five survived beyond
childhood. Lilian, born in May 1874, was the eldest.

Given their parents’ passion for music, it is not
surprising that all the Baylis children received a
rigorous musical education from an early age and, as
they progressed, they were frequently called upon to
perform in public. Lilian made her début (as a singer)
at the age of five. Two years later she started to learn
the violin, initially under the tutelage of a retired
bandmaster but later as a pupil of John Carrodus,
the principal first violin at Covent Garden. Carrodus
was an exacting teacher and by the age of eleven
Lilian was proficient enough to perform regularly in
concerts and even to take on her own violin pupils.

Throughout Lilian’s childhood Liebe’s concert
party, under Newton’s management, performed in
countless diverse venues including the houses of
the aristocracy, cathedrals, churches, workhouses
and lunatic asylums. Newton claimed that they had
performed in almost every cathedral city in England
as well as in twenty eight lunatic asylums. This was
not so strange as it sounds because at that time it
was widely believed that exposure to music and
drama had beneficial therapeutic effects on asylum
inmates. For example, one of the young Elgar’s
first musical assignments was to provide music for
the Powick asylum near Worcester. A programme
provided by the Baylis concert party would usually
include instrumental solos, excerpts from popular
operas and operettas (including those of Gilbert and
Sullivan), ballads, part songs, and dramatic sketches.

It is fortunate that when Adolphus Croft and his
assistants at Gillows were pondering on what
entertainment to provide to celebrate John Bruce’s
arrival at South Park there was a ready-made solution
on their doorsteps in the shape of an experienced
concert party managed by their company’s book-
keeper. As recounted in opur publication, Newton’s
concert party delivered one of its typical programmes
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at South Park - including a violin solo from the
eleven year old Lilian.

The young Newton Baylis

Lilian Baylis with violin

Lilian’s activities as an instrumental performer
continued into her teenage years and she also
taught her mother’s music and dance students. In
1889, four years after their performance at South
Park, Newton and Liebe Baylis established a new
performance troupe called the Gypsy Revellers.
This troupe performed “Gypsy music” accompanied
by violin, cello, mandolin and guitar while attired
in Neopolitan Gypsy costume. Lilian played the
violin and mandolin and her brother Willie played
the cello. Doubtless nowadays such a troupe would
be criticised for “cultural appropriation” but in
the 1890s it proved a great success, having many
engagements in high-society including one in which
the Prince of Wales was in the audience. Such was
its reputation that in 1891 the Gypsy Revellers were
offered a long-term contract to tour and perform in
South Africa. Newton had now parted from Gillows
where he had worked for eighteen years and the family
decided to emigrate to South Africa. The Gypsy
Revellers toured extensively for two years during
which Lilian gained much experience in dealing
with the vicissitudes of theatrical life which was to
hold her in good stead in the future. Her teenage
years in South Africa were very happy ones and she
earned a good living playing and teaching the violin,
mandolin and, latterly, the banjo. She performed in
many concerts and led several orchestras including
one in which the wives of many of South Africa’s
millionaires played. Sadly, however, her sojourn
in South Africa was to be cut short when she fell
ill and had to have a kidney operation. At this time
the country was in turmoil as a consequence of the
Jameson Raid and the family, fearing for her health,
decided that it would be safer if she returned to
London to recuperate. Consequently, in 1897, she
departed from South Africa, leaving behind not
only her immediate family but many close friends
and a fiancé. Her parents did not return to Britain
until 1914.



When Lilian arrived back in London she made contact
with an aunt to whom she had been particularly
close as a child, Emma Cons. Emma Cons, like
her sister Liebe, was involved in the entertainment
world and was working as the manager of The Royal
Victoria Hall and Coffee Tavern in Waterloo (known
as “The Old Vic”). She offered Lilian a job and
for the next fifteen years Lilian assisted her aunt
in running the establishment, gradually taking on
more responsibilities including organising lecture
programmes, film shows, concerts and variety
shows. Following the death of Emma Cons in 1912,
Lilian became the lessee of the Royal Victoria Hall
and obtained a theatre licence for it to begin staging
theatrical performances. The rest is history.

Arthur Dewar

i~~~

ROSE EDE GM

Another redoubtable young lady, ROSE EDE,
showed courage and bravery on 19th September
1940, when BUTTONS FARM was hit by a series
of bombs. Rose was the teen-age daughter of a
local farm worker and heard the cries of the children
who had been flung into the garden or buried in
the rubble. The rescue was hampered by a heavy
beam which impeded progress but eventually Rose
crawled in and was able to help the firemen bring out
one of the victims safely.

The full story is well worth aread: WHS publication:
Wadhurst in the 2nd World War pp 58 — 62.

The following year Rose was awarded the GEORGE
MEDAL. This medal is granted in recognition of
“acts of great bravery not in the face of the enemy .

The Kent & Sussex Courier edition of June 13 1941
reported:

A few days ago, Rose Ede, the girl who rescued
a child from a bombed Wadhurst farmhouse,
travelled to London with her sister Violet and Mrs
Hopkins of Wadhurst WVS. Their destination
was Buckingham Palace, and it was the sisters’
first visit to London. Arriving at Buckingham
Palace to receive from the hands of His Majesty
the King (George VI) the George Medal which
had been awarded for her bravery, Rose was just
as cool as she had been on the night she risked her
life for another. After receiving her decoration
she modestly said the King was charming. “He
spoke to me very nicely, and as he pinned the
medal on me he said ‘Well done’ ”, said Rose.

SC/SB/028
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Probably many of the readers of this Newsletter
have never had the opportunity to read —

The Story of Wadhurst by Mrs Rhys Davids (writing
in 1894) and Alfred A Wace (1923).

Anthony has selected extracts about
WADHURST TOWN QUARTER

In days of old Wadhurst parish was divided into six
nominal “quarters” : The Town, Bibleham, Riseden,
Faircrouch, Week or Wick and Cousley Wood.
Alfred Wace describes Town Quarter — working
from West to East.

DURGATES comprised two farms of 233 acres and
161 acres; “Great Durgates” curiously went with
the smaller, it is understood that much of this still
stands as Durgates Lodge. The Subsidy Roll of 1523
shows J Luck as the owner of Great Durgates. The
Luck family held the property until 1690 and from
the Luck family it passed through five families in
125 years.

THE CASTLE is a new name for a very old
Maplehurst. In the Wadhurst Subsidy Roll of 1332
(Edward III) we find “Matilda of Maplehurst”, and
it was then just an “old farmhouse after the style of
Great Pell.” The house was pulled down and the
present house built. In 1844 the Castle was bought
by Edward Watson Smyth.

Hill House and The Walk

HILL HOUSE. The central block was built by
John Legas who had come from the [ronworks of
the North. John Legas also owned the Vicarage at
the bottom of the high road, together with shares of
Gloster Iron Works, Riverhall and other Wadhurst
mines. On the death of John Legas, Hill House
went to a brother Paul, and then to a son John who
left the property to his four sisters. They sold it
and Frances Legas bought Hill House as her share.
Under her will it was sold and bought by Thomas
Wace in about 1823. Shortly after arrival, being



Churchwarden, Mr Wace suggested and carried out
several improvements

* “Beautified and repewed almost wholly the
Church”

*  “planted Sycamores on the north side of the
Church Yard”

* “made a brick terrace walk, now extending
from the Town to the upper Turnpike gate — a
winter promenade where walking had in “winter
been impracticable”. This and the high garden
wall above the Terrace, was a very effective
dedication to public use of the bank which was
then part of the Hill House Property.

A little below the Vicarage there lies between the
high road and the Church a block called MIDDLE
ROW.

At the north west end was a little triangular garden in
front of an old house, which old residents call Middle
House, the village Doctor Nankivell lived there. It
was eventually bought for the Whiligh Estate from
T. Barton and new buildings were erected on the
site. At the lower or south east end was also a little
garden, and above it a line of old houses. The old
chimneys still remain, and the houses they served
are still seen on the north side. But on the south side
they have been refaced by shops facing the high
road and the new Westminster Bank now stands on
the site of the little garden.

From between these two blocks have vanished some
interesting relics of old times. On the site of the N.W.
portion of Gardner’s Store (now partly occupied by
Hospice in the Weald) stood the MARKET HALL,
described by Courthope thus: “A small four angular
building which for the honour of the Town is kept
in good repair though never used”. The time came
when that honour gave way to public convenience or
private interests — perhaps both. Any sentiment that
this little Hall was in some way connected with the
Charter of 1252 had perhaps been dispelled.

But the Market Hall with its four foot walls, from
which iron rods supported a tiled roof, was levelled,
and it is said by an old resident to be now serving a
humbler use as a cattle shed on one of the fields of
the Castle Estate near the ravine. This transaction
is probably connected with the fact that for many
years the cattle market overflowed, with the Squire’s
consent, on to the fields behind the “Queen’s Head”
and the “Greyhound”, which received farmers
alternatively on market days. That little building can
never have had any connection with the fairs held at
Wadhurst.

With the old Market Hall have gone, unhonoured and
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unwept, three other little buildings, less suggestive
of sentiment. Close to the Market Hall stood a little
brick building of two rooms: one of the “GAOL” a
big word for a lock-up; the other the office at which
out-relief was administered That was conveniently
near to the village WORKHOUSE (currently the
site of the Belmont Surgery), facing it on the north
side of the bye-road to the Church a building which
straggled up from the old premises below towards
the Church - all nice and handy for the Parson,
who was often a J.P. and always a Guardian. The
Parish Constable, too, was handy, John Wallis, in the
stonemason’s house just above.

The Home Office and the Local Government Board
are better housed further off now, and some of the
stones of the old Workhouse have come to a more
honourable end in the retaining wall of the road
bank lower down.

The building above this site, in Middle Row, facing
Church House, was in the old days a Public House,
“THE VINE”, and is, in spite of its modern front,
one of the oldest houses in Wadhurst.

The house known as THE LODGE stands on the
site of a very old house once called “Clavers”, but
known in Courthope’s time as Town House. This
seems to have been held with about 156 A(cres)
of land, some of which went by the names of
Rimpendens, Heylocks, Christmas and Foxholes.
This property early in the 17th Century was owned
by Alexander Butcher, of a family also interested
in Buckling Hill Farm; then by his son John, who
was succeeded by two daughters; the elder of these
married Captain John Hodsoll, of South Ash, Kent.
Their son William succeeded, and then somehow the
house came to John Luxford and was sold by him
to Thos. Barton. He knocked the old house down,
and built in its place a sort of villa, which he called
Prospect House. From him it was acquired for the
Whiligh Estate which now owns it, much improved
and re-named The Lodge.

To be continued......

Anthony Cosham

A~~~



AGM

The 17th Annual General Meeting is, as you know,
on Thursday 9" December 2021. Last year we
contacted you by letter. No meeting took place but
we did send out relevant reports on our financial
position and the Chairman’s Report. (cf Newsletter
46). Because we did not meet in December 2020,
the Minutes of the previous 2019 Meeting were not
signed. At the forthcoming AGM, I shall therefore
sign the 2019 Minutes with your permission. To
remind you of what they were, they are being
reprinted here.

Minutes of the 16th Annual General Meeting of
the Wadhurst History Society

held on

Thursday, 12" December 2019 in the
Commemoration Hall, Wadhurst

1. 51 members attended plus one guest. Apologies
for absence were received from Gill and David
James.

2. The Acceptance of the Minutes of the AGM
on Wednesday, 12" December 2018 were agreed
unanimously, proposed by Judith Whiteman,
seconded by Harley Hodges and signed by the
Chairman, Heather Woodward, who welcomed
those present and thanked them for coming.

3. Chairman’s Report: (full report attached to
main copy) The Chairman was pleased to be able
to report that this had been another memorable
and productive year. She expressed the regret
of the Trustees that David James had retired as a
Trustee and wished to record our thanks to him for
his wise counsel and positive contributions over
many years. The Trustees continued to discuss
the problem of recruiting new members to the
Society, and particularly new volunteers on to the
committee as nearly all those currently serving had
done so since its inception. If this did not happen,
the continuing existence of the Society and the
retention of the collections could be in jeopardy.

Next year the Trustees hoped to raise even greater
awareness in the village of what we are doing
and why. Contact would be made with Uplands
staff, and the PTA of all three schools. Already the
society is benefitting from being on Facebook and
the web. There could also be benefit from using
local papers aside from Focus such as News and
Views in Ticehurst, What’s On and freebies. To do
that we would be very grateful if someone would
offer to deal with that aspect of our publicity though
they would not have to be on the Committee.
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The Chairman thanked Arthur Dewar for his
excellent programme of talks although he would
like to retire from this responsibility if somebody
would be willing to take it on. In a different vein,
many people need to be thanked for their input into
what turned out to be a spectacular exhibition to
mark the anniversary of the Treaty of Versailles:
all the researchers, the set-up helpers, guides and
stewards, readers, and Mess staff! Too many to
name but they were all great. Very recently the 10
Publication South Park was launched and it had
come in under budget. Congratulations to Arthur
and Rachel who spent many hours on research and
compilation to create a very interesting book.

The Centre continued to be busy, engaged and
better known. The dedicated work of Roberta
Goodman and Serena Gadd on preparing the
Hawkhurst Smugglers material had been a massive
job which was nearly ready for archiving. Two
visiting overseas families had been helped with
their genealogy, and Martin Turner had given
them a walking tour of Wadhurst High Street and
Anthony Cosham had shown them where their
ancestors lived. The Society continues to receive
material to augment our knowledge of the area and
our new storage facility in the former Gents’ loos
was being well used. She thanked Rachel for all
her continued efforts and dedicated work in the
Centre.

Finally, the evening back in April with Tony Harris
as Winston Churchill was memorable and he will be
returning to us next year in November as Cardinal
Wolsey and the Chairman invited everyone to
come to that. The other notable event had been
our outing to West Dean Gardens and the Bignor
Roman Villa on a beautiful sunny September day.
She ended by thanking the organisers of these.

4. Treasurer’s Report: (2019 accounts attached
to file copy): lan Adam-Smith reported that the
current year had finished much as the previous
one. On the income side we had unfortunately lost
the main hirer of the Tabard Room as the reading
group decided that the accommodation no longer
suited them. On the expenditure side there were
one-off costs of £230 for the Exhibition. And
with the change of management, our lease of the
Commemoration Hall premises would be subject to
ayearly increase based on the CPI which would add
approximately £50 to next year’s rent. Our actual
expenditure had been lower than in the previous
year largely due to reduced expenditure on the new
store room. However, the cost of our new South
Park book as well as arranging a reprint of The Day
Wadhurst Changed was likely to increase the deficit
next year. Membership subs are a staple source
of income but membership had declined recently



and we have therefore begun a drive to recruit more
members. A Face Book page has been started and
has been well received but lan would now be very
grateful if a volunteer would take it over. This
would not necessarily involve being a committee
member. An advert has also been placed with the
Cinema Club in the hope that this will lead to some
new members. Stefan Gatward queried why the
Net Assets figure was missing from the accounts
published in the Newsletter. The Treasurer could
not explain this but read out the correct figure from
his original document. It was then noticed that
the Notes section of the Accounts printed in the
Newsletter differed significantly from the original
in several places. The acceptance of the Financial
Report was proposed by Stefan Gatward and
seconded by Judith Whiteman. [A corrected version
was subsequently circulated to all members. It had
been caused by a computer glitch between PDF and
Word.]

5. Election of committee members: The current
members of the Committee were prepared to
continue with nobody new having been put forward
to augment it. Those standing for the Committee
were therefore:

Chairman Heather Woodward
Secretary Peta Hodges
Treasurer Ilan Adam-Smith

Centre Manager Rachel Ring

Talks Organiser Arthur Dewar
Outings Anthony Cosham
Other member Joan Grace

The election of the Committee was approved
unanimously by the meeting, proposed by Hazel
Hemsley and seconded by Pauline Willis.  John
Phipson was retained as independent trustee.
The Chairman was pleased to announce that Neil
Cumming had agreed to be a second independent
Trustee.

6. Ideas from the Membership: (i) Stefan
Gatward suggested that there should be an outing
to the National Memorial Arboretum which is site
of national remembrance for the armed services at
Alrewas, near Lichfield, Staffordshire. Tamworth
Castle is close by and there is also a suitable nearby
pub!

(i) A contact had suggested an evening
entertainment A Musical Evening of the Shows.

7. A.O.B. (i) The Chairman announced the
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date of next year’s Garden Party to be held in the
grounds of the home of Harriet and John Phipson,
with the Brass Band playing. It would take place
on Sunday, 28th June which falls roughly half-way
between the 75th anniversaries of VE and VI days
which will be celebrated next year.

(1) Rachel Ring addressed the meeting in order
to thank Heather Woodward for her continued
guidance as Chairman, for all the work she does
quietly in the background, and thanked her on behalf
of the membership for all her greatly appreciated
hard work.

There being no further matters, the meeting was
closed and the hall quickly reorganised for the
evening’s entertainment. Sue and Roy Heaton had
prepared and served mulled wine and so glasses
were refilled whilst the hot mince pies were passed
round.

Honorary Chairman, Thursday, 10" December 2020

After a short interval, we were delighted to
welcome back the singer Katharine Collett who,
dressed in a gown based on the style of the 1890s,
had come to tell us about Victorian Christmas. Her
programme combined telling us about the customs
that were introduced during the 19th Century and
even back to medieval and Saxon times such as the
traditions of types of celebrations, holly and ivy,
cards, Christmas trees, cake and crackers together
with interspersed renditions of various carols, as
well as old and more recent Christmas songs some
of which we were invited to join in. Somehow
with her dramatic presentation and beautiful
rich voice, Katharine managed to bring together
Father Christmas. Bonnie Prince Charlie, Oliver
Cromwell, Charles Dickens and Elvis Presley. It
was a very well-received performance which was
warmly applauded by the audience.

The evening broke up around 9.15 p.m.

AGENDA
for the 17" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
on 9" DECEMBER 2021
1. Welcome Those present and Apologies.
2. Minutes of last AGM (2019) approved
and signed.
3. Chairman’s Report.
4. Treasurer’s Report



5. Election of Committee Members
IAN ADAM-SMITH ANTHONY COSHAM
ARTHUR DEWAR JOAN GRACE

PETA HODGES RACHEL RING

HEATHER WOODWARD

with NEIL CUMMING and JOHN PHIPSON as
Independent Trustees.

6. Ideas from the membership for the
Future of the Society, for Social Events, Fund-
Raising and Other Activities

7. Any Other Business

We hope that with the publication of this Agenda,
several people might feel like offering to become
members of the Committee — usually about six
meetings a year but bright new ideas would be a
real boost for us all. PLEASE think about it and
talk to us. My number is 01892 783212.

The formal business over, there will be more
mulled wine and mince pies followed by a warm
welcome to our harpist, Margaret Watson, with

her Christmas music.

I~~~ A~~~

Because of the unusual circumstances of the
pandemic and its inevitable effects upon the
Society, we feel it is particularly important that we
have as many members as possible attending the
AGM. Please will you come and let us know how
you are feeling about what we have been doing etc.

And some final little titbits:
1971 - Fifty Years Ago

January: - Idi Amin ousts Ugandan President.
China is admitted to the United Nations. 65 people
die in Scottish Football tragedy at Ibrox Park, the
ground of Glasgow Rangers. British Employment
Secretary Robert Carr’s home is bombed by The
Angry Brigade. Apollo 14 mission to the moon.
First one day cricket international match played in
Melbourne — Australia beat England by five wickets.
Open University broadcasts began on BBC.

February:- Man plays golf on the moon.
Decimalisation is introduced in Britain, thus
abandoning the pence and shilling system which
had been in place for 1200 years. Mrs Ghandi wins
general election in India. East Pakistan breaks away
from the West. Rolls Royce announces bankruptcy
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and is nationalised. The chat show ‘Parkinson’
makes its début.

March:- Workers down tools over union rights.
Postal strike ends with pay deal. Charles Manson
sent to gas chamber. American Lt. William Calley
found guilty of Mai Lai massacre in South Vietnam.
Starbucks founded in Seattle. Led Zeppelin’s
“Stairway to Heaven” released.

April:- Haitan President Duvalier dies. Russia
attacks Salyut space laboratory. Protest disrupts
Welsh language trial —eight are accused of destruction
or removal of English language signs.  Go-ahead
given to build the Barbican Centre in London.

May:- Britain’s oldest tabloid The Daily Sketch
closes. Row rocks Rolling Stone Wedding.

June:-Three Russian cosmonauts link up with Salyut
but are found dead on return to earth. Councils defy
Thatcher’s milk ban.

July:- British troops shoot Londonderry rioters.
Doors singer, Jim Morrison, found dead. Seals shot
by Government decree. Accord signed between
Britain and Argentina about the Falkland Islands.
Apollo 15 astronauts take a 6’2 hour car ride on the
moon.

August:- Heaviest rioting in 50 years in Northern
Ireland as government announces internment
without trial for suspected terrorists. Apollo 15 finds
rock from birth of moon. Sailor Chay Blyth’s record
“wrong way” east to west voyage round the world
i.e against the prevailing winds.

September:— Tupamaros guerrillas in Uruguay free
British ambassador after eight months’ captivity.
Former Russian leader, Nikita Krushchev dies.
Police Officer Charles Shearer arrests KGB superspy
Oleg Lyalin.

October:- House of Commons votes in favour of
joining the Common Market. Army blasts Northern
Ireland border roads and two women shot at Belfast
checkpoint. Bomb explodes at Post Office Tower.
Disneyland, Florida opened for the first time.
Greenpeace established in Vancouver, Canada.

November:- American probe orbits Mars. Scottish
Cairngorm mountains tragedy - six found dead in
snow. Farmer cracks major smuggling ring. The
ten route Spaghetti Junction motorway interchange
opened.

December:- war between India and Pakistan:
Pakistan  surrenders  unconditionally. Bomb
demolishes crowded Belfast pub

And alongside all that........... Hot-pants became all



the rage for women. New entertainments included
Stanley Kubrick’s film A Clockwork Orange, and
the musical: Jesus Christ Superstar.

Anthony Cosham

o~ ~~~~

WHS DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES for 2022:
All Thursdays 7.30 for 8 pm in the Commemoration.

Fuller details on your Membership cards when you
pay your subscription.

13™ January about Canterbury Cathedral
10" February - The Mayflower
10" March - William Pitt the Younger

7™ April - Behind the Scenes at Buckingham

Palace
12 May - More SOE
9" June - 1950s Sussex farming

7" July - TBC

15" September - Kent and Sussex village names
6™ October - Passports and more

10" November - Put That Light Out

8" December - AGM and Entertainment.

SPECIAL DATES: 3"to 5" JUNE 2022 in the
Commemoration Hall :

A Special Exhibition to Celebrate
THE PLATINUM JUBILEE
OF HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

~~~~~
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This should raise a smile

and has a Covid lockdown connection!

PARROTING PROBLEMS

A 700 has had to remove five parrots from display
after they started swearing at visitors.

A Gossip of Parrots

The African greys were adopted by the Lincolnshire
Wildlife Park in Friskney in August and placed in
quarantine together. But after being moved into the
main aviaries the birds started ruffling feathers with
their risqué language. Staff said it was entertaining
when they first arrived but the joke had worn thin.

Park boss Steve Nichols said “parrots swear to trigger
reaction or a response so if people look shocked or
laugh, it just encourages them. The more they swear
the more you usually laugh which then triggers them
to swear again”. He added. “It just got to be like an
old working men’s club scenario where they are all
just swearing and laughing”..

The park put the birds out on display when it reopened
after the virus lockdown, but it didn’t take long for
them to start lobbing obscenities at returning visitors.
The parrots have now been placed in an ‘off-shore
enclosure’ surrounded by other parrots, and the park
hopes the other noises will have a good influence on
the blue birds. Mr Nichols said ‘I’'m hoping they
learn different words — but if they teach the others
bad language and I end up with 250 swearing birds,
I don’t know what we’ll do’.”

Rachel Ring

At which point we’ll stop!



Notes from the Editor.

The next Newsletter should appear in March
2022. I am very grateful to those who have

contributed articles for this Newsletter and I
hope they will inspire others to contribute to

the next (No. 50!)

Send articles and comments to me as soon as
possible before the beginning of February.

Please submit comments, ideas, suggestions,
information and articles for inclusion to

The Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road,
Wadhurst TN5 6LR

or e-mailed to handew28@gmail.com

REMEMBER TO SEND IN
WADHURST-RELATED OR
GENERAL HISTORY QUESTIONS!

PLEASE BRING THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
YOU TO THE AGM SO THAT YOU HAVE THE
RELEVANT DOCUMENTS TO CONSULT.

We are really looking forward to seeing you again
on Thursday 9" December, 7.30 for 8 pm at the
Commemoration Hall.

AGM, mince pies and mulled wine and Christmas
music from the harpist, Margaret Watson.

Please continue to look after yourselves and stay
safe until we meet again.

To see more of our archives, consult

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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MEMBERSHIP

At our monthly meetings, our numbers are grad-
ually coming back up again as people are becom-
ing more confident. We are not insisting on masks
being worn but many are still using them. Others,
however, are reluctant to come out on dark winter
evenings but would still like to be involved with
the Society.

If that includes you, you might prefer to become a
“corresponding member” for £10.

You would still be part of the Society and would
receive your Newsletters in which would find out
about the talks and read about what is going on
at the Centre and in the Society generally. You
would still receive all the correspondence and
information we circulate from time to time and we
would still hope to see you at social and other -one-
off events. Unfortunately you would not receive
the mulled wine and mince pies at Christmas
unless you made a special effort to attend the
Annual General Meeting!

If you would like to consider changing your
subscription in this way, please contact Ian Adam-
Smith.

A bundle of very damaged old letters was uncovered
atthe Centre, set aside for eventual archiving and they
really do reflect a bygone age. An age where courtesy
was paramount and where language was direct but
carefully phrased. When one thinks of the abrupt
impersonal correspondence which we sometimes
receive nowadays, largely apparently generated by
this chap “the computer”, these anonymous letters
remind us of the personal etiquette of the early 20™
century.

My people have drawn my attention to your account
enclosed herewith, with a request that I am to
see to its collection at once. As it is such a large
amount I know it is impossible for you to let me have
settlement straight away, but do please let me have
something on account so that they know something
is being done in the matter. You must admit I have
been extremely lenient and trust you will not fail me.



As we have some very heavy accounts to
meet this week and are rather short at the Bank,
may we trouble you to let us have as large a Cheque
on account as you possibly can. Thanking you in
anticipation and for past favours.

We are afraid our letter to you of the 21st
October must either have got mislaid or lost in
the post and shall be glad if you will let us have
settlement of the enclosed account at your earliest
convenience, please.

We beg to enclose our accounts made up
to April and would refer you to your letter of last
month in which you promised you would arrange to
let us have a cheque before the end of the day. As the
accounts are very much overdue and we are terribly
in need of money we must request that you give the
matter immediate attention, please.

And the final rather sad exchange: I fully appreciate
that the amount is much overdue and will do my
best to settle it soon. I am endeavouring to sell a
30 ton hay stack but so far have not been able to
find a purchaser who would pay cash for it.............
As soon as I have disposed of it I can settle all
my debts but at present greenstuff and corn
barely pay the labour expended on them.............

My wife has recently been very ill and has
to go under an operation in the New Year which is
all very worrying besides an added expense to an
already bad season. [ am glad to say she is much
better just now and hope the improvement continues.
The reply refers only to the hay: We are sorry we
do not know of anybody round here who is a likely
purchaser of Hay at the present moment; trade for
Hay is extremely dull.

I~~~

WHS PUBLICATIONS

Victorian Wadhurst (pubd. 2005) - the development of
Wadhurst from the late 1830s to the turn of the century. £9

Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion — South Park (2019) —
From a farmhouse to a sizeable mansion from the early 1830s

to the early 21% century. £12

The Story of George Street (2009) - the construction and

life of a small coherent community of Wadhurst. £4

Wadhurst — Then and Now (2003) Photographs provide
a snapshot of life in a market town during the dramatic

changes of over a hundred years. £12

The Last Great Prize Fight (2007) — The 1863 public

prize fight between Tom King and John Heenan. £4

Wadhurst Back in Time — 1901 — 1936 (2011) Wadhurst
faces change and challenge in the early 20" century.  £15

Wadhurstin the Second World War —Lifein a Wealden
Market Town (2008) How Wadhurst changed during the

war and the effects of the immediate aftermath. £12

The Day Wadhurst Changed (2006) The traumatic
crash of a Meteor jet in 1956 and its effects on the historic

centre of Wadhurst. £10

Wadhurst’s Black Sunday (2015) The Battle of Aubers
Ridge - its historical context, its consequences and its

effects on the community of Wadhurst. £10

Wadhurst — Town of the High Weald (2™ edition —
2014/2020). The ideal reference book to discover what

makes up Wadhurst and its history. £12.50

¢ Two postcards: Sussex by the Sea and Celia Turner’s
linocut of Wadhurst 50p each

¢ Notepads (25 pages) of paintings from a previous
WHS calendar (very useful) £2.

¢ Mounted pictures of Wadhurst £4.

Under the current circumstances, to purchase any of the
Wadhurst History Society publications and stationery,
please contact 01892 783212 or 783455 or go to Barnett’s
Bookshop, High Street, Wadhurst.

Newsletter printed by

Hi-Rez Design & Print,
Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DY
Tel: 01580 212118 E-mail: rez@hi-rez.design
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