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Notes from the Centre

Church Street in 1907. (Stan Cosham Collection)

Since our last Newsletter, we have held a very successful Coffee Morning and Spring Craft Fair and in July, a delightful Garden Party where we were entertained
by the Wadhurst Brass Band. Our grateful thanks to you all for your active support of these events and especially to Madelyn and Philip for allowing us to invade
their lovely gardens.

The work of the Wadhurst History Centre continues apace and the frequent visitors ( over a hundred) keep us on our toes. The Library is fully catalogued and so
borrowing is once again a possibility and included is now a section of historical novels. Now that we open on a regular basis on Tuesdays between 10 am and 12.30
pm, it is very satisfying to be able to steer people in the right direction and to answer at least some of their queries. We are also receiving a number of questions
from far-flung places, thanks to the website which lan is so successfully maintaining, the two BBC broadcasts and our perhaps unexpected appearance in the Sun.

Much of our concentration for some time now has been on the 1* World War and more recently the anniversary of the doodlebug being dropped on Tidebrook
School on 3 August 1944, The 1* World War featured especially in the BBC broadcasts for which two separate directors had identified Wadhurst as far from being
a “thankful” village. The Radio 5 Live broadcast from the Greyhound Pub was a lively, sometimes noisy, but also very moving promotion of our small market town’s
contribution to the war. The Radio Sussex programme, recorded in Wadhurst, Aubers and London in October was finally broadcast during the week of the
anniversary of the outbreak of the 1" World War — a particularly appropriate time and, apparently, “Radio 4 is interested”. We shall have to wait and see just how
interested. Much information is also being collected for the publication which we hope will come out in the Summer of 2015.

We have been very lucky recently to receive generous gifts from a number of people: a Little Wadhurst Farm silver pig from Shirley Moncrieff who lives in
Hastings and has no connection with Wadhurst but she wanted it to come to Wadhurst; from Brian Langridge of Browser’s Barn, two late 19" Century photographs
of the High Street which have been remounted; a large collection of 1" World War letters from Pauline Gibb; books from Rachel Ring, Ken Jones and Alain Leclercg,
Je maire d’Aubers; a brass windmill from Val Tunbridge, and the Tidebrook School Log Book for 1902 to 1944. It is so pleasing that all these, once they are properly
archived, will be available for people to see and research though they cannot be taken out of the Centre.

Rachel is becoming a real expert in trawling the Internet for potentially interesting artefacts and documents. There have been some exciting finds and she is
being frugal in her offers.

The “Discover the 1* World War in Wadhurst” walking tours followed by afternoon tea proved popular and entertaining. If there is enough demand for them, we
may well repeat them next year because of the Centenaries.
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Talks Programme for rest of 2014

7.30 for 8 pm in the Commemoration Hall

Thur 9 October  BR1G HUGH WILLING CBE: Dunkirk 1940

Defeat or Victory?

Wed 12 November Members Night:
Short talks on topics of local historical interest given
by JOAN GRACE and STEPHEN ANDERMAN,
RACHEL RING, STAN CoSHAM and the family of HAZEL LAWRENCE.

Wed 10 December: Annual General Meeting + Christmas
through the (Victorian) Lantern

We are very grateful to Arthur Dewar for the
brilliant talks he has continued to arrange for our
monthly meetings.

Talks from January to September 2014
January 2014
THE HISTORY OF WADHURST CHURCH
Martin Turner

Martin Turner, long term resident of Wadhurst, whose
family connections with the village go back over a century,
treated the Society to an informative and entertaining
history of our local church in front of a near record
audience at our first meeting of the year. With excellent
slides, fascinating anecdotes and Martin’s wry sense of
humour, the past came vividly to life.

Martin reminded us that, for many centuries, when small
communities were isolated with poor roads and little
transport, particularly during winter, people had to be self-
sufficient. Right up to the end of the 19th Century when
Parliament transferred responsibility to secular hands, the
Church Vestry was the agent of local government. Chaired
by the Vicar and including the major ratepayers, it was
responsible for all aspects of the parish from roads to
schools, health to poor relief, disputes and much else.

The Parish Church of St. Peter & St. Paul, named after the
founders of the Christian Church representing both Jew and
Gentile, is a Grade I listed building probably built on the
site. of an earlier mission chapel in the 11" Century.
Comprising different era styles starting with the Norman
period when the tower was built, the most recent addition is
the re-sited vestry erected on the north side after a fire in
1911.  ‘God’s acre’ here is actually more generous, sited
on slightly higher ground right in the heart of the village,
where to the north the view is over land dropping away
towards Bewl Water in the distance. The oldest inscription
on a tombstone in the churchyard is 1716 but most burials,
with bodies simply wrapped in a shroud, were still marked
by a simple wooden cross for another century.  The
beautiful eight-broach spire added to the tower in the 14™
Century is currently the subject of an appeal to re-shingle
its roof following recent storm damage. Inside hang eight
bells, the oldest dating to 1670. Just to the left of the 15"
Century porch is a faint Scratch Dial, a rudimentary sundial
which showed the bell ringer when to ring Mass. In
contrast, the chiming clock now adorning the spire was
given by the Yeo family in memory of their daughter killed
in the Hither Green train crash in 1967.
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With a floor plan on the screen, we entered the church
and Martin metaphorically walked us round.  Roman
Catholic until the Reformation, Mass was originally
celebrated in Latin behind a wooden Rood Screen erected
across the Chancel, later removed in 1570. There was no
seating on the earth floor, just the sedilia, three graduated
steps built into the stone below the East window on the
south wall for the use of the priests during services. As
the interior was extended and adapted during the 13" and
14™ centuries, there was no attempt at overall symmetry
and the aisle columns in particular are all slightly
different and irregularly placed. In 1638 galleries were
built over the side aisles only to be removed two centuries
later.

We were shown examples of early iron memorial slabs set
into the floor, as well as wall-mounted stone memorials to
important local families like the Barhams of Great
Shoesmiths and the Courthopes of Whiligh.  Another
dedicated to Mr. Legas, a forgemaster of Lamberhurst,
and his wife Judith née Saunders has a curious feature in
that, of the two coats of arms incorporated below the
inscription, his appears to have been erased, possibly by
somebody who disapproved of his pretension. No arms
for Legas had been traced!

Inside, the church is lighter than many others because
there is comparatively little stained glass. Notable
examples however include a window at the east end of the
south aisle in memory of the fallen of the Great War and
a second one to its south commemorating the 33 men
killed in WW2.  The oldest stained glass is a small
window featuring Pope Gregory I which was brought
from Nuremberg and installed in the clerestory in 1878,
in memory of a curate.

Other items highlighted include a brass lectern in the
shape of an eagle, the symbol of St. John the Evangelist,
and a pair of floor candlesticks given in memory of the
grandfather of Benedict Cumberbatch, the actor. There is
also a very fine metal screen erected across the base of the
. tower in 1957. Designed by Duncan Wilson, it features
local farming activities such as hops and lambs together
with martlets, the emblem of Sussex.

From the list of incumbents painted on the wooden record
board, Martin told us about the ‘unworthy’ Rev. James
Wilcocks foisted on the Parish during the period of the
Commonwealth! He finished by giving us a glimpse of
the Parvis, the little room at the top of the wooden
staircase at the back of the church, possibly used to
accommodate visiting priests in medieval days.

Peta Hodges

Wednesday, 12" March:
BEWL WATER 1968 — 2014
Tony Lloyd

The Society’s talk in March given by Tony Lloyd was
fascinating. Tony was a ranger at Bewl Water for 30 years
and his family’s farm had earlier been where Bewl Straight
now stretches.

Tony explained how the early years of planning had been
spent selecting a site that would be appropriate for
supplying the growing Medway towns. The Bewl Valley
was chosen because of its proximity, its relatively limited
disruption with no railway or major roads being affected,
and its helpful less permeable clay. The land was acquired,
farmers relocating their properties and stock, and some
homes such as Dunsters Mill were themselves relocated
whilst others were moved to Cousley Wood and to the
Weald and Downland museum at Singleton. Eleven
buildings and several lanes are now under the water. Once
the decision about the location had been made, work began
on creating the 100’ high, 1,800 metre long dam, with pipes
underneath to enable the River Bewl to continue to flow,
and on constructing the overflow and draw-off towers. At
the time it cost around £11 million to build - probably it
would be ten times more now.

When full the reservoir holds nearly 7,000,000,000 gallons
of water and covers 770 acres. It is filled during the winter
months with rainwater running off the surrounding hills,
and river water from the Teise at Goudhurst and the
Medway at Yalding where massive pumps can push 60
million gallons of water uphill to the reservoir through two
large pipes. Perhaps some were surprised to learn that it is
winter drought that creates the problems. Water is released
when it is needed by the Medway towns and to aid the flow
of the rivers during dryer times. If necessary the reservoir
could provide enough water for Maidstone and the
surrounding villages for three years.

More recently further work has enabled Bewl to supply the
Darwell reservoir to the south to help meet the demands of
an expanding Hastings. There has been the suggestion also
that the level of Bewl might need to rise by as much as 3
metres if there is significant population growth in the
Medway towns. This would require massive redesigning.

Tony explained that, in the early days especially, the
emphasis had been on recreation and conservation and how
this had influenced strongly the development of leisure
activities — no power boats so no water-skiing! Beyond
what he referred to as the “honey pot centre” with its car
parks, club facilities, play areas and boat storage areas,
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there had been a priority on conserving the natural
environment and no pesticides are ever used. Many now
enjoy the 12% -mile walk, run or cycle around the
reservoir — the equivalent of a half-marathon. On the
water itself the various straits provide separate areas for
sailing, canoeing, rowing and fishing — and for the latter
there is a real battle to reduce the pike so as to preserve
the supply of trout. Conservation is of course most
evident in the Nature Reserve which welcomes thousands
of geese wintering in our warmer climes, and around sixty
pairs of grebes, and increasing numbers of kingfishers.
Bewl Water has also attracted the attention of television
directors and was used in the BBC production of Great
Expectations.

Over the years other leisure opportunities have developed
such as the Swallow cruise boat, dragon boat races and
concerts. Sometimes extraordinary events have happened
such as the emergency landing of a small flying boat
aeroplane, or a very rare black poll warbler blown off
course from Canada. An Education Centre has been
developed. Six years ago Southern Water relinquished its
interest in carefully developing the leisure facilities and
these are now run commercially.

The Society appreciated greatly the opportunity to
discover more about such a vital local facility and
responded warmly after a vote of thanks by David James.

David James and Heather Woodward.

Wednesday, 9 April 2014
19" CENTURY KENT

Bob Ogley

Bob edited the ‘Sevenoaks Chronicle’ for 20 years, and,
during the Great Storm of 1987, took many photos, self-
published in ‘In the Wake of the Hurricane’. Copies sold
in one week totalled 5,000, sales eventually reaching
265,000 and establishing Bob as a writer.

The 19" Century was, for some time, a period of no
public transport and little movement of people. Kent’s
largest town was Chatham, bigger than Rochester,
Canterbury, and Maidstone; even Lamberhurst outshone
Orpington, as London’s growth had yet to take off.
Outlying roads were poor, the better roads being
controlled by turnpike; crime was rife, pick-pocketing,
rustling, and prize-fighting all illegal practices.

William Calcraft at Maidstone sentenced miscreants to
public hanging (by a short rope); other criminals rotted in
prison hulks on the Medway and Thames (expiring from

waterborne diseases such as cholera and typhoid), or

suffered transportation to Australia as Prisoners of
Motherland (POMsS).

Horatio Nelson arrived at
Chatham at 12, the nephew of
local Captain Maurice
Suckling. At Trafalgar in 1805,
Nelson fell dying into the arms
of a Kent man, Walter Burke,
who subsequently
Nelson’s  final  moments.
William Bligh, a victim of
three mutinies, retired to
Farningham, where he
frequented ‘The Lion’ pub, which still stands. George I1I,
already blamed for losing the American colonies, observed,
when at Dover, Napoleon’s tents across the Channel,
awaiting invasion. For years, naughty children were warned
‘Boney will get you’, for the fear of invasion was so real
that Volunteer units were raised in East Kent, with camps at
Coxheath and Shorncliffe. Forts were constructed to protect
Chatham (Fort Pitt, Fort Luton, etc.), while 72 Martello
towers and the Royal Military Canal also helped deter the
invader. In mid-century, a Mereworth man of distinction
was Edward Lucas, first recipient of the Victoria Cross,
who picked up a live shell landing on HMS Hecla in the
Baltic during the Crimean campaign and tossed it
overboard - an act of considerable bravery and selflessness.
The 19® Century saw not only the Napoleonic Wars and the
Crimean War, but also the Zulu war, and two Boer Wars,
this being a time of considerable belligerence.

recorded

William Pitt the Younger, son of the Earl of Chatham,
became Prime Minister at 24. He built a home at Keston,
where, talking with William Wilberforce, he determined to
end the slave trade. The Reverend James Ramsay of St
Kitts, another abolitionist, was expelled from the West
Indies, and, when vicar at Teston, wrote about conditions
on the plantations. Hannah Moore, one of his parishioners,
started the first Sunday school in Kent. An 1807 Act of
Parliament outlawed slavery, and although it took time to
eradicate the practice, it may be argued that the genesis of
anti-slavery agitation began during Pitt’s conversations at
Keston with his friend Wilberforce.

In sport, Christine Willes, from near Canterbury, invented
over-arm bowling while cricketing with her brother John,
her voluminous skirts hampering her bowling underarm, the
accepted practice at that time.

J' M W Turner lived at Margate, his fascination with the
atmosphere of the sky finding expression in many of his
paintings, while Samuel Palmer of Shoreham loved that
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* locomotive

‘valley of vision’ between Sevenoaks and Dartford,
especially dawn at Underriver. William Morris, artist,
poet, author, and socialist, helped found the Pre-
Raphaelite Brotherhood, visitors to his Bexley home
including Burne Jones, Holman Hunt, Blake and Rossetti.
Van Gogh worked at Mr Stokes’ School, Ramsgate,
writing to his brother Theo about the beaches. Wishing to
visit London, but unable to afford the fare, he walked
there from Ramsgate!

Keats, Shelley and Byron were also Kent residents, and
three successive Poets Laureate had connections with the
county; William Wordsworth and his sister spent
summers with their brother, rector of St Mary’s
Sundridge, Alfred, Lord Tennyson and his sister stayed at
Boxley, near Maidstone, and Alfred Austin lived at
Hothfield. Charles Dickens, a Chatham naval clerk’s son,
taught himself shorthand, and began writing, his
continuous newspaper article on a fortnightly basis.
These became ‘Pickwick Papers’, a massive bestseller.
His ‘Great Expectations’ had settings in Cooling
churchyard, the Medway and Rochester. Dickens bought
a house at Gad’s Hill, Higham, where he entertained
Wilkie Collins and Hans Christian Andersen. The hero of
a railway accident at Staplehurst, which left him
traumatised, Dickens died at the age of 58. Although he
wished to be buried at Rochester, Westminster Abbey is
his final resting place, as it was for Charles Darwin of
Downe, author of ‘On the Origin of Species by Natural
Selection’. Although the battle between religion and
science caused considerable offence, the Church
eventually did him homage. A Greenhithe ‘writer’ of
lasting fame was Isabella Beeton, penning not a single
word! Her publisher husband wrote up several recipes
which had been collected, yet Mrs Beeton’s cookbook has

enjoyed outstanding success.

The Industrial Revolution changed Kent life enormously
with railways giving rise to the concept of the commuter.
Britain’s original passenger line linked Canterbury and
Whitstable (the ‘Crab & Winkle’ Line), Stephenson’s
‘Invicta’ (preserved in a museum at
Canterbury) hauling the first train. Sometime later the
network pushed into Kent from London, 20% of Kent’s
male population gaining employment in constructing the
827 arches on the London Bridge-Greenwich section.
Tracks from Redhill to Edenbridge to Paddock Wood
stretched 48 miles without a single bend. Problems in
reaching Folkestone were partially overcome by Pembury
resident Samuel Peto’s 19-arched Ford Valley Viaduct,
while explosives expert William Cubitt blew up Round
Down, the hill falling spectacularly into the sea.
Maidstone’s resistance to the railway allowed for
Ashford’s development as a railway town.

David Salomons of Tunbridge Wells became Kent’s first
motor-car owner when he purchased a Peugeot from
France. He established the very first horseless carriage
exhibition (motor show), with four vehicles in attendance.
Bexley resident H G Wells predicted that ordinary folk
would eventually drive, and that parcels would also be
carried by road ......

Bob’s eclectic selection of artists, cricketers, motorists,
poets, politicians, railway engineers, sailors, vicars and
writers represents a few of those who, in various ways,
helped shape the 19" Century from a base in Kent, a county
which Napoleon failed to invade.

Stefan Gatward
Thursday, 8 May 2014

MAUNSELL FORTS OF THE THAMES ESTUARY
Frank Turner

Innovative, pioneering, and practical, Guy Maunsell (1884-
1961) was a talented civil engineer denied the recognition
due to him, yet his Maunsell forts (small fortified towers)
helped stave off enemy incursion into home waters during
World War II.

The four sea forts, operated by the Royal Navy, were
Knock John, Rough Sands, Sunk Head, and Tongue Sands.
Seven anti-aircraft forts, operated by the Army, were sited
in the Mersey (four forts) and Thames Estuary (three forts),
these latter being Nore, Red Sands, and Shivering Sands.

The necessity arose early in the conflict, when the Germans
employed influence mines with great success in the
important shipping lanes from Harwich to the Thames
Estuary because these mines were immune to
minesweeping. The British Government spent enormous
sums in seeking a remedy, initially commandeering
pleasure steamers, which were equipped with Bofors guns,
and fitting a Wellington bomber with a large circular
copper modification capable of radiating a mine de-
activating signal.

After several rejections from the Admiralty, Maunsell
personally approached Admiral of the Fleet Sir Bruce
Fraser, who directed the Civil Service to persuade him to
place an order. Constructed at Gravesend (with a labour
force of 500 from Dartford, Gravesend and Sevenoaks), the
naval forts were designed as a pontoon barge bearing two
cylindrical towers surmounted by a gun platform. Air-
conditioned and centrally heated, each tower
accommodated 60 men, sleeping 15 to a room. Armament
consisted of two 3.75-inch guns and two 40mm Bofors
guns and each tower was 24 feet in diameter, 60 feet high,
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with 1-inch thick walls. The completed forts were towed
out and sunk into position with their crew on board.

Weighing 4,500 tons, the forts were manned by three
officers and 120 men, working 6-week shifts, 16 hours a
day. Inevitably, such an existence created mental health
problems, and so it was vital that each man had a hobby
(which was supervised). Some took up knitting, others
built models or angled for fish, while Maunsell insisted
that the men have comfortable bunks, rather than
hammocks, and that the décor of the walls be a restful
gloss green.

Sneak-raids on the Mersey from the Irish Sea caused a
need for further forts. These anti-aircraft forts were
constructed as a series of interconnected steel platforms
with a Y-inch thick steel house for the crew. These were
also air-conditioned, with windows which could be
opened, and a complement of 165 men working 6-week
shifts, followed by ten days ashore undertaking route
marches! Each fort carried four 3.75-inch guns and two
Bofors 40mm guns. Unsurprisingly, the highest desertion
rate in the British Army during the war concerned those
manning the Thames forts. In the 1950s, the anti-aircraft
forts were decommissioned by the MoD.

In 1953, a Norwegian vessel collided with Nore, causing
extensive damage and four fatalities; Nore was
dismantled during 1959 and 1960, the ruins of its bases
currently sited near Cliffe village. Shivering Sands was
lost in 1963 in similar circumstances, Sunk Head fell to
the Royal Engineers a few years later, while Tongue Fort
collapsed in a 1996 storm.

Project Redsands, owned by Frank Turner and his
associates, has received a £50,000 donation from
Mowlem and paint supplies from B&Q, to help preserve
the fort and address the need for modern installations,
refurbishment, and anti-rust protection. No weapons
remain, of course, the 3.75-inch guns having been
removed to Scapa Flow in 1956, except for one adorning
Gravesend promenade.

Two naval forts were exploded by the Army, only Knock
John and Rough Sands remaining, the latter having been
acquired by the late Major Paddy Bates, who declared it
the independent ‘Principality of Sealand’, issuing its own
passports, driving licences, postage stamps, and coins.

Maunsell’s name may not be familiar, yet his
inventiveness applied considerable ingenuity to the war
effort. Undoubtedly, his forts were costly to construct and
bad for crew morale, yet they accounted for 22 aircraft
and 30 flying bombs, which could have created wide
scale damage and loss of life. Certainly, his contribution

to England’s defence should not be forgotten, his name
living on whenever we speak of the two remaining
Maunsell forts. Stefan Gatward

11" June 2014
A CHILD’S LIFE IN THE MIDDLE AGES.
Imogen Corrigan

Where are the children in medieval art? This lecture goes
from before the cradle with superstitions surrounding
pregnancy and childbirth, to the trials and tribulations of
teenage years and all too often to an early grave.

From observations of art in over 1000 medieval churches
we find very little information about children. When
searching for them, they might be tucked up in a laundry
basket or, as it shows on a misericord carving, being
dragged from a kennel.

Alternatively, children might be depicted as a young adult
such as in the picture at Blickling Hall of Anne Boleyn
when her age is given as 3 years, 11 months and 13 days. It
was suggested that she is depicted as she might be at 33
years so that she could be recognised at her Resurrection.

From 1538 baptisms had to be recorded providing evidence
of large families. It was hoped that at least ‘an heir and a
spare’ should survive! A tombstone in Laycock depicts the
Lord and Lady with their children, 13 boys and 5 girls.
Infant mortality was high, a quarter dying in the first 3
months and half never reaching their tenth birthdays. Many
were roughly treated and died of what we would now call
manslaughter. Of 4000 murders only 3 of the victims were
children. By the age of 10-12, children were regarded as
being responsible for themselves. They had to work hard
alongside the adults.

In 1215, Magna Carta asserts that the property rights of
wards must be maintained by their guardians. Such children
could not be forced to marry.

There were various attempts to aid conception. The legend
of St. Margaret being swallowed by the red-eyed dragon
and hacking her way out of his stomach was meant to instil
a desire to survive childbirth. However, the mother-to-be
was encouraged to go to confession and communion first. If
the mother died, a caesarean might be carried out by the
midwife or the butcher so that an emergency baptism could
be done. If it was not an emergency, the baptism was
carried out very soon after birth the name given being the
saint of the day. Don’t ask a pregnant woman to be a
godparent as she will soon be dead!
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Dead children were mourned, while those with
deformities were not abandoned even though they usually
ended up as beggars.

There is a 15™ Century illustration in the Hours of Anne
of Cleves showing the toddler Jesus with a baby walker.

The lucky few children went to school where there was a
high standard of education given by the Benedictines until
standards slipped by the fifteenth century when lay
headmasters took over. Chartres Cathedral has a
misericord showing grammar being beaten into the boys.
But life was not all work and study. Brueghel has a
picture of at least 200 children playing more than 75
games.

As today, there was plenty of advice around on how to
bring up children for the best.

For illustrations, see Imogen Corrigan’s website:
http://www.medieval-
lecture.com/lectures/medieval/a-childs-life-in-the-
middle-ages/
9™ July 2014

THE PLAGUE CITY AND THE PLAGUE VILLAGE

Stuart Robinson

A very interesting and informative talk about the causes
and effects of the Plague in London and the Derbyshire
village of Eyam was given by Stuart Robinson.

He explained that although we know now that the Plague
was carried by black rats and spread by bites from fleas
from the rats, at the time its cause was unknown. The
disease the rats carried was Bubonic Plague, which was
survivable, but it usually developed into Pneumonic
Plague which infected the lungs and was fatal. The
symptoms included sneezing, red blotches and swelling
called Bulbos. All described in the rhyme “Ring-a -Ring
of Roses,” Bleeding under the skin caused black
blotches, hence the name, The Black Death.

The l;'lague raged through London during 1665 and 1666
and led to the city being abandoned by all those able to
leave. Records of causes of death tried to hide the extent
of the infection, as it was very bad for business and each
year there were always a few cases of The Plague which
were treated in Pest Houses. During this period, however,
these houses were overwhelmed by a death rate exceeding
2000 a week at its peak.

It was generally believed that the disease was airborne
hence the use of posies of herbs to ward off infection.
Cats and dogs were blamed resulting in thousands being
killed. The effect of this was to increase the rat

population with no predators to control their numbers.
Tobacco was believed to ward off the infection and a boy
at Eton was beaten for not smoking his tobacco.

The top brass like doctors, MPs, judges and the aristocracy
drifted away and business came to a standstill, In fact,
anyone who had somewhere else to live, left, thus leaving
the poor to endure the Plague without any help. Eventually
a Certificate was required to permit anyone to leave
London. Of course many of those produced were fakes!
Red crosses were painted on houses where there was a case
of The Plague and the house was sealed for 40 days
condemning those inside to death. Death Carts, mostly
driven by sacked servants, collected the bodies to be buried
in mass graves.

The death toll reached its peak in August 1665 at around
10,000. There was a deathly quiet in the city, with no
traffic. The sound of water flowing through London Bridge
could be heard. The river was empty, except for the boats
on which a few people lived. Deaths declined by the end of
1666 and the King returned in the New Year. It is
estimated that 20% of the population died.

Stuart then went on to relate the story of the village of
Eyam, a well-known example of the plague outside
London. The plague reached this beautiful village in
Derbyshire by accident, having been carried in a delivery of
cloth from London in September 1665 probably because of
fleas within the cloth. The Rector, William Mompesson,
only 28 years old and new to the village, proved to be a
great leader of his flock realising that intimate contact
caused the spread of the disease. He planned with a Thomas
Stanley the strategies to control the plague. They decided to
lock the church and organised outdoor services. He kept
careful records of all deaths, more accurate than those in
London. In June 1666 there were 19 deaths rising to a peak
in August of 78, bringing the total to over 200. No funerals
were held and families were left to bury their own dead
Slowly the death rate declined until November when no
deaths were reported. During this period local villages kept
the self-quarantined villagers of Eyam supplied with food
and fuel, devising elaborate systems for collection and
payment so as to limit the risk of infection. In fact, none of
the surrounding population became infected..

Stuart related many tales of personal tragedy and suffering
through this period. One poignant story concerned the
young lovers Emmott Sydall and Roland Torre who
continued to meet secretly in the village. Eventually they
could not meet but see each other from a distance. During
April she failed to appear, but he kept visiting and hoping
to see her. As soon as it was safe to enter the village he
learned that she had died at the end of April soon after their
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last meeting. Roland lived to an old age, but never
married. A sad postscript to a tragic period of history.

John Preston.
18™ September 2014

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND HIS LIFE IN CROWBOROUGH
Catherine Cooke presented this subject at the society’s

meeting on 18" September. Born in 1859 Arthur studied
Medicine at Edinburgh and set up practice in Southsea in
1882, marrying three years later. He had long admired
detective stories and wrote short stories whenever he
could, with publication in the Comnhill Magazine.
Sherlock Holmes made an early appearance when he
started “A Study in Scarlet” in 1886.

The success of his stories led him
to give up his medical practice in
1892 so that he could concentrate
on his writing and he moved home
to South Norwood. He also
travelled abroad to help his wife’s
ek consumption. Although Doyle had
——_ .-. had Sherlock Holmes killed so that
he could broaden his writing the public was aghast and by
1901 Sherlock was featuring again in the “Hound of the
Baskerville’s” (a story dating before Sherlock’s death!).

Following Louise’s death in 1906, and his subsequent
marriage to Jean, Conan Doyle moved to Windlesham
House in Crowborough where he soon made extensions
both in buildings and family. Catherine explained how his
over 20 years there greatly influenced his published work.
His fascination for fossils, inspired by an adjacent quarry,
encouraged “the Lost World”. Other locations around
Forest Row, and especially Groombridge Place, became
models for buildings and gardens in his novels.

Catherine showed both Conan Doyle’s interest in cricket,
golf and billiards, and his love of music through his wife.
He also took a lead in local affairs, eagerly establishing a
. local defence force for Crowborough at the outbreak of
the First World War. In his later years he took up painting
and a strong sensitivity to spiritualism. He died on 7" July
1930 and 300 people attended the funeral in the rose
garden at Windlesham House where he was also buried.
Jean died 10 years later and was buried alongside him.
Windlesham House served as a billet for Canadian troops
in the Second World War and was sold by the family in
1951 after the remains of Sir Arthur and his wife had been

reburied. David James
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Regularly at our meetings, I report that we have been
working hard in the Centre but what are we actually
discovering? Well — let’s find out.

As we trawl through the hundreds of documents which
we are archiving, we often come across intriguing gems
which are interesting to share.

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE

RYE DIVISION OF SUSSEX

In November 1910, George Courthope of Whiligh was standing for
re-election for the third time to the Parliamentary seat which
included Wadhurst in its constituency. He wrote to the gentlemen
who supported him [ladies did not have the vote] with some very
interesting comments — some certainly non-p/c as regards today’s
attitudes.

He strongly advocated the importance of the House of Lords as
“the only security we have against the disruption of the Union of
Great Britain and Ireland” and did not want Ireland to be granted
Home Rule. Tariff Reform would increase employment and
“revive many British Industries which have been destroyed or
crippled by Foreign competition” and would “prove of great
benefit to British agriculture and the industries which are allied to
it. I would especially mention the Hop industry which is of so
great importance to all classes in this part of Sussex”.
Other matters he championed included:
e apowerful Royal Navy
e giving increased facilities to the occupiers of land to
purchase their Holdings
e the relaxation of Land Taxes and high scale Death
Duties

e strenuously to oppose legislation upon the Licensed
Trade
* resistance to all attempts to dis-establish the Church in
England or Wales.
¢ and not being “in favour of the payment of Members [of
Parliament] as it would be an additional burden upon the
British Taxpayer”.
He ended by referring to a personal matter:-
It has been brought to my attention that various mis-
statements have been circulated in this Constituency
with reference to the dismissal of persons employed
upon the ‘Whiligh® Estate. I am confident that it will be
sufficient to state that these stories of the wholesale
dismissal of servants at the beginning of the Winter are
without foundation, and that although the excessive
burdens of Death Duties has compelled me reluctantly to
effect various economies, the number of men in my
employ has not been reduced.
Written on 26" November 1910, he signed off

[ am, Gentlemen, Your obedient Servant,

To read the whole document, refer to SC/AM/342
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