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Ingeborg and Margit Wohlmann come to Hill House

In March 1938, Ingeborg [or Inge] Wohlmann was living with her Jewish father and non-Jewish mother, her sister
Margit and older brother Richard in Vienna, as the German Army marched in. Her father and brother were smuggled
out to Prague and the female members of the family ‘went on holiday’ to join them in Prague in August 1938. On
14 March 1939, the two girls were flown to England with the help of the Czech equivalent of the Kindertransport
system which brought nearly 10,000 children to safety from Austria and Germany. From Croydon Airport, they were
brought to Tunbridge Wells; before the end of March, Inge was in Hill House. Margit was first sent to a family in
Horsmonden but joined her sister in Hill House in May 1939.

Last year Inge published a book of their experiences, based on letters between the children and their parents and
last week, having come across a copy of Wadhurst in the Second World War, Margit has sent a copy to the History
Society and promised more recollections and photos from her family collection to add to our knowledge of the Boyd
family and Hill House. The letters from Wadhurst stop in November 1946; their brother Richard managed to get to
Palestine. Their parents stayed in Prague, father Wohlmann dying in November 1944 and their mother sometime
after the summer of 1988 in Vienna when she gave the girls all the letters they had sent during the war.

The letters are a touching collection; in the early days, the parents were trying to get to England through the
Christian Committee in London and the girls were asked to write to the ‘Lordbishop of the International Christian
Committee for German Refugees’ - the Christian Churches Committee for ‘Non-Aryans’. Relations with the Boyds
were obviously not easy. Inge writes ‘The boy is called Robin and the girl Rachel ... She is almost like the boy and
so stupid.” Later ‘I can't fit into any jodhpurs because my legs are too fat. Miss Boyd is going to buy me some.
What are you doing all day? I can alreadyd ride a little on my own. Frau Fried visited me yeaterday and said her
son is coming to Wadhurst soon.” Frau Fried was a refugee, whose address was ‘c/o Mr Hawkin, Wins Acres, Cowsley
Wood'.

The girls soon settled in and by July Inge had a birthday and was writing: 'I got your parcel and was very pleased
with it. I like the books very much. Miss Boyd gave me a watch and a pullover. Then I also got presents form other
people. I got presents from our maids. One maid gave me a bag, our second maid gave me a small camera. The
third maid gave me half a dozen handkerchiefs with “I" on the handkerchiefs. A lady gave me 2 books and another
lady gave me half a dozen handkerchiefs and sweets. An acquaintance gave me an autograph book and 2
handkerchiefs.” Not a bad haul!

Because there was an outbreak of measles in Miss Boyd'’s hospital, the girls were then moved ‘three houses away’
... there are 2 other children and we have planned to have a feast at 12 o’clock at night.” Their schooling at this
time was with the Hill House governess, Miss Rae, together with half a dozen or so local girls.

Before the invasion of Poland, the girls’ parents kept trying to get visas to allow them to emigrate to America, where
they had both received offers of employment but with the declaration of war. This possibility ceased, and letters
from Prague were heavily censored and limited to a few standard phrases. So the Prague side of the story becomes
very thin. But in September 1940, their brother Richard wrote from the Clearance Camp Athlit, near Haifa, to tell
them he had left Prague on the 2nd. After much toing and froing, he finally arrived off Haifa in the French steamer
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Meeting schedule

Wed 14 Dec |AGM - with The Marsh Warblers

Meeting schedule for 2012

Thu 12 Jan |Below Stairs - The Life and Work of
Servants in Great Houses: Peter Gilman

Wed 8 Feb From Stalingrad to Berlin- the Red
Army’s battle of liberation against the
Nazis: Dr Michael Jones

Wed 14 Mar | Nella Last’s War - Housewife 49 (Mass
Observation Archive):
Judith Kinnison Bourke

Wed 11 Apr  |Kent and Sussex Scandals:
Chris McCooey

Thu 10 May |[Mediaeval Instruments (talk and
demonstration): Michael Withers

Wed 13 Jun | Curiosities of the City of London:
Stuart Robinson

Wed 11 Jul Sources & Techniques for Researching
Family History: Lady Teviot

Thu 13 Sep | The History of Ashburnham House and
the Ashburnham Family: Rhod Jones

Thu 11 Oct Iona , Lindisfarne and the Glory of the
North: Pat Wright

Wed 14 Nov |Soldier, soldier won't you marry me?
Timothy Cox

Wed 12 Dec [AGM + Entertainment (Noel Bannister)

Meetings and Events Reports

Thur 12 May: Members’ Collections Evening -
organised by David James & Madelyn Meredith

At our May meeting we enjoyed a display of members'
collections, from postcards to china; from field maps to
silverware, all having their origins in private passions
and familial hand me downs.

The Atkinson family memorabilia ranged from a
magnificent silver athletics cup, won two generations
ago for three consecutive years but not presented to
Grandfather until he won it for a fourth time. Hence the
expression 'fourth time lucky' which, as we know, never
became common parlance. Add to that early
photographs, artefacts dating to the 17t century as well
as a fiddle given to an Atkinson 1t WW prisoner to keep
spirits up, and you sense real passion.

Crossing over to a table covered with wonderful old
photos of Durgates and Wadhurst kept us mulling over
these memories for a long time.

Seeing the Kent & Sussex hospital in its early days was
riveting. Opened in the 1930s by the Duchess of York
(the late Queen Mother). Before that, the old 'General'
was situated behind Noakes store and by 1914 had
become overcrowded and remained so until the K&S was
built. For some of us, the photos brought it all back.

Moving on to another table with guns, including a
wonderful old blunderbuss of 1772 which was a privilege
to handle but one interesting comment made by a
collector was never to leave precious items visible
through a window where a burglar may see them.

QOur Chairman offered us a 'story of unusual conception'
in his amassing a large number of Tristram Shandy
books, both bizarre and eccentric, dating from 1759, and
who would want 17 copies of 'The life and opinions of
clergyman Lawrence Sterne’? Yes you're right!

What a colourful collection of fans were arranged. Some
Victorian ones were valued at £300 at today's prices.
The oldest was dated 1740 and made of paper, the
frame being of ivory. There were peacocks, birds of
paradise painted on silk, beautiful little boxes, and fans
from France; used by ladies in a bygone era for their
personal pleasure. The language of fans is a fascinating
subject. Much later, fans became a commercial
commodity. These were used for advertising companies
products, e.g. 'Marmite'. A truly beautiful collection,
lovingly preserved.

There was some delightful china on the next table known
as 'sardine' dishes. In Victorian and Edwardian times
these little dishes were delivered in small wooden boxes
to households direct from Spode or Minton factories and
were served at table displaying sardines on the lid giving
notice of their contents. Along with these were sardine
designed tongs. Today these Spode and Minton dishes
can be valued at around £450. To think that 20 years
ago it all started with a gift from her Mother in law!!

A member showed us his 1904 album of poems, photos,
paintings and drawings originating from 3 auxiliary
hospitals at Sherfold Park, Hill House and Tappington
Grange. Absolutely fascinating.

What do you do with ceramics which are family gifts and
inheritances of English and continental china and
porcelain including Hapsburg pottery, a beautiful cup
and saucer from Burslem, 2 French revolution plates, a
St Petersburg cup and saucer ang gifts for running music
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hall concerts in Wadhurst? Why, you bring them to the
Commemoration Hall to delight society members. And
who brought for us all to see, a superb gathering of 1st
World War post cards including colour embroidered
French cards and others from Derbyshire?

We had a fascinating and varied display of members'
treasured collections. So many differing items that had
been lovingly gathered through the years. William Troy

Wed 13 Jul: The History of British Broadcasting

- Don Dray

Sixty years of broadcasting - covered in 60 minutes by
our speaker in a ‘broadcast’ talk with plenty of nostalgic
sound clips and illustrations form the great days of
British broadcasting. In the early 1920s the British
Broadcasting Company was set up by the leading
wireless manufacturers to support sales of equipment; at
home people made their own crystal and cats whisker
sets with headphones; on 14 November 1922 the first
BBC broadcast went out from 2LO with the Savoy
Orpheans band. In 1923 the 33 year old John Reith
promoted the idea of an independent corporation with a
commitment to ‘Educate - Inform - Entertain’ and in
1927 the Company was nationalised to create the British
Broadcasting Corporation with an independent charter.

Don then reminded us of many of the achievements of
the BBC in those early days, the adoption of the Proms,
Jack Payne's resident dance orchestra - and then Henry
Hall; the comedy shows ranging from silly to daft and
sardonic to coarse; in 1932 - George V’s Christmas talk,
the Grand National, the boat race. News readers were
anonymous and all broadcasting was live, so there were
occasional gaffes. In 1936 TV began but radio remained
the more important service, with full coverage of the
Abdication, Arthur Askey and Richard Murdoch became
well known, Richard Dimbleby described the plight of
refugees from the Spanish Civil War.

On 3 September 1939 Neville Chamberlain declared ‘This
country is at war with Germany’ and radio began to play
a major role in raising national morale. News
announcers had names - Wilfred Pickles, Alvar Liddell
and John Snagge; ITMA, Workers’ Playtime and in 1944
‘Much Binding in the Marsh’ all played their part. The
Radio Doctor, Dr Charles Hill, gave advice on food and
nutrition; war correspondents reported from the front
line - at Arnhem and Normandy.

After the war, the BBC had three services - Home, Light
and , in 1946, the Third Programme. There was still a
strong ethical code - no jokes about lavatories,
honeymoons, fig leaves, ladies underwear - or strikes;
but programmes like ‘Take it from here’ and ‘Round the
Horne’ soon found ways round that!

Don ended with a brief canter through the programmes
that defined the age: Dick Barton, Mrs Dale’ Diary, Under
Milk Wood, Children’s Hour and Listen with Mother, John
Snagge on the Boat race, Billy Cotton’s Bandshow - the
Isit and the sound clips went on and on!  Michael Harte

Sun 17 Jul: Summer BBQ at The Lodge

This year’s BBQ was as successful as ever - but for
rather different reasons: the weather tested our stiff
British upper lips - and ability to enjoy ourselves under
adversity - to the fulll The pig roasted to perfection;
salads and desserts were available in abundance - and
he wine flowed in a similar way [as the chairman had
forgotten to apply for a licence to charge for it! But the
raffle helped - as did the presence of the church choir,

who boosted our numbers but didn't sing for us. Thanks
to all who worked so hard to make the day a success -
and to Patricia and Roger Hall for letting us enjoy the
view, while sheltering from the rain.

Thur 15 Sep: England on the Eve of the Black
Death - Prof Michelle Brown

In February 2010 Professor Brown gave a memorable
talk on Anglo-Saxon manuscripts and it was with great
pleasure that she was welcomed back to give us another
virtuoso display of her erudition delivered in her
inimitable style. Her talk was centred on one of the
treasures of the nation, the Luttrell Psalter, which is
currently held in the British Library. This is an
illuminated manuscript which was commissioned by Sir
Geoffrey Luttrell , a wealthy English landowner who lived
at Irnham, Lincolnshire in the 14th century . In medieval
times, the creation of such manuscripts was both a
demonstration of piety and a symbol of the great wealth
and power of the kings or lords who commissioned
them. Sir Geoffrey was a knight and baron whose
wealth, dynastic alliances and military record placed him
firmly among the English elite. The Luttrell Psalter was
probably made between 1330 and Sir Geoffrey's death
at age of 69 in 1345. Three years later the Black Death
eliminated a third of the population of Europe.

Luttrell planned the Psalter as his memorial and it was
probably used when prayers were said for his soul’s
repose in Irnham’s church. In addition to psalms, it
contains a calendar, canticles, the Mass and an antiphon
for the dead. Many of its pages of text are richly covered
with decorations and marginal pictures. Professor Brown
was of the opinion that the Luttrell Psalter is one of the
supreme expressions of English Gothic and provides an
unparalleled window on its age, bringing us as close as
is possible to penetrating the mind-sets of
representatives of diverse sectors of medieval English
society. She then went on to demonstrate this by
displaying selected pages of the text and interpreting
the many fascinating marginalia.

Some of these marginal pictures depict Luttrell’s family,
his retainers and the world they knew. Family members
are seen at prayer, feasting and preparing for military
service, accompanied by those with whom they lived in
close proximity - the domestic staff who ran their
affairs, dressed them and cooked their meals, the
people who worked their land - men who ploughed and
sowed, drank, gamed and trained as military levies,
women whose backs strained with their burdens and
spun to support their families, boys who raided their
fruit-trees and turned the spits in the lordly kitchens and
dogs that guarded their property and saw off peddlers.
Professor Brown pointed out that for once the memory
of ordinary folk is preserved, alongside that of the
wealthy. The things they owned and the places they
inhabited are portrayed in graphic detail; we are also
given a glimpse of the ways they thought and felt.

In other marginalia the history of the Luttrell family is
depicted. For example, the colophon, which states that
Sir Geoffrey Luttrell had the book made, is accompanied
by his picture as a knight mounted on a mighty war
horse arrayed in in heraldic finery. His wife Agnes
Sutton and his wealthy (but unfortunately barren)
daughter-in-law Beatrice le Scrope, present him with his
arms symbolizing his great achievements, including the
commissioning of the Psalter that was to serve as their
monument. Psalm 109/110 opposite begins ‘The Lord
said unto my lord, “Sit at my right hand while T make of
your enemies a footstool”.” This is a reference to the fact
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that Sir Geoffrey had participated in 13 military
campaigns, in many of which he was attempting to
subdue the Scots at the behest of King Edward I.

Other images of the family employ religious symbolism.
One shows the Luttrells celebrating the New Year with a
feast in a scene strongly suggestive of the Eucharist. Sir
Geoffrey sits in the centre with his wife and two
Dominican or Austin friars on his right — perhaps the
planners and artists of the book. On his left sit his son
and heir Andrew, another relative and Andrew’s wife
Beatrice. They are served by the butler John of Colne,
who received a generous bequest in Sir Geoffrey’s will.
A small figure wearing a Jewish prayer stole parallels
Judas in the Last Supper, also depicted, signifying that
the Luttrells will also participate in the eternal feast.

Another element in the book is the portrayal of the
forces of chaos that lurked on the margins of society and
which threatened to overturn the divine, natural and
social orders — a threat that later became a reality in the
1381 Peasants’ Revolt which began to transform the
feudal order. These forces are symbolized by a bizarre
array of grotesque images of human, mammal, reptile,
fish and bird body parts rearranged to parody or praise
Creation. Some are benign, whilst others threaten the
divine and governmental stability of which Sir Geoffrey
saw himself as the local guardian.

We learnt that the body of the work was commissioned
from a team of specialist scribes and artists, probably
based in Norwich - a town in which the Luttrells would
have conducted much commerce. The cost was £21 ,
with the scribe being paid £5 (including his fee for
managing the project). However, some sections
containing the most intimate marginal scenes of
manoria! life were prepared by a different artist, possibly
a friar, who had no inhibitions about making the Luttrells
confront some of their moral failings. For example one
of his illustrations clearly alludes to the great scandal
caused by the Luttrell’s errant daughter Elisabeth, who
eloped with an unsuitable suitor to avoid an arranged
marriage. Apparently Sir Geoffrey paid the astounding
sum of £1,000 to get her back.

Sir Geoffrey died in 1345 and bequeathed his horse to
the parish priest as part of an extravagant will which
provided for twenty chaplains to recite masses for his
soul for five years, and for clerks to recite the Psalms.
Although his son Andrew’s first marriage to Beatrice le
Scrope had no issue, his second marriage at the age of
60 to an eighteen year old proved more fruitful.
Nevertheless, the Irnham branch of the Luttrell family
eventually died out in battle in 1419, leaving Sir
Geoffrey’s magnificent Psalter with its vivid evocation of
life in England on the eve of the Black Death as its
memorial. Arthur Dewar

Thur 13 Oct: Legendary and Ghostly Kent and
Sussex: Mick Lynn and Geoff Doel

Drawing on their long involvement in both local history
studies and the folk song circuit, Mick and Geoff gave us
an entertaining blend of lecture, slides and song to
illustrate their tales of smugglers, pirates and other local
characters - though the ghosts proved difficult to
present on screen. Wadhurst seems to have been very
underprovided with ghosts or legendary figures - so
Geoff ended by inviting the audience to provide their
own examples: the chairman offered the footsteps in
Greenman Farm, perhaps the ghost of the wife of the
landlord, caught in flagante one evening - and walled up
by her husband in the cellar! Michael Harte

the Patria. The British authorites were determined not
to let the refugees land, wanting to send them on to
Mauritius for internment. Two Zionist paramilitary
organisations, Irgun Zvei Leumi and Haganah,
smuggled a bomb on board and blew up the ship.
Richard was saved, losing all his clothes in the process.
Later that year, he joined 18 Palestine Company, The
Buffs and fought the Germans in North Africa and Italy.

For Christmas 1939, the girls recorded that the children
in Miss Boyd’s hospital joined them. ‘Miss Boyd said we
should hang up our pillowcases, and in the morning it
was full of presents and in the evening we had a large
tree and a present for all the hospital children and a man
dressed up as Father Christmas. I can't tell you how
many presents I had because they are too many. But
one I will tell you about, that is: a blue velvet dress with
a lace collar and Margit and Rachel have the same.’

The book is full of fascinating pictures - a few of which
are printed here; the whole book needs - and will get -
much closer scrutiny.

In her covering letter, Margit writes:

‘I did not leave Hill House until after Miss Boyd's death
in 1949; my sister left earlier when she went to London
to start work. I enclose a very bad copy of her wedding
in 1948 from Hill House. Miss Boyd is on the right and it
is of interest that we were both dressed in curtain
material which I believe was not on coupons at the time.
My dress, which incidentally I made myself only finishing
it the night before the wedding, eventually became the
covers to two dining chairs! The groom's party stayed,
I think, at the Queen's Head.

I am surprised there was no mention of the children from
the East End of London who were at Hill House in the
annex, and I believe had come down each summer to
build up their strength as most of them had come
through the London Hospital and wore splints and some
had crutches. They came with a brother or sister who
had no disabilities but needed to get out of London.
Normally they would have stayed only during the
summer but due to the blitz stayed on until it was safer
in London than in Sussex due to the Vis. They had
certainly gone back at the time of the Green Square
incident. I was on that day in the kitchen at Hill House
and went to the back door on hearing the VI going over.
We always ran out to see where they would land. Luckily
the blast blew me back into the kitchen passage or I
would have been covered in tiles from the roof. After this
incident I was sent to Lincolnshsire with Loveday, the
groom/gardener's daughter. He was Will Clarey who
later became caretaker at Wadhurst School.His wife,
Nancy had been one of the nurses in the children's
hospital. She also played the harmonium at the prayers
that Miss Boyd took every evening for the hospital
children.on until it was safer in London than in Sussex
due to the Vis. They had certainly gone back at the time
of the Green Square incident. I was on that day in the
kitchen at Hill House and went to the back door on
hearing the VI going over. We always ran out to see
where they would land. Luckily the blast blew me back
into the kitchen passage or I would have been covered
in tiles from the roof. After this incident I was sent to
Lincolnshsire with Loveday, the groom/gardener's
daughter, He was Will Clarey who later became
caretaker at Wadhurst School.His wife, Nancy had been
one of the nurses in the children's hospital. She also
played the harmonium at the prayers that Miss Boyd
took every evening for the hospital children.’
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Hill House Home Guard
Inge 2™ from left - Margit 4"

Inge
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GLIMPSES OF VICTORIAN LIFE
PART 4 - Domestic Bliss
Gwyn Skae

In order to clearly demonstrate one's middle class status
it was essential to have a least one servant, and these
could be had for a very modest wage. At the very lowest
level, a girl as young as eight years of age, orphaned or
abandoned and brought up in
a workhouse, might be
employed as a maid-of-all
work. If she was lucky, she
might have been paid a few
pounds a year, plus her keep,
and for this she would be
expected to do all the heavy
work for her employer, and to
work very long hours,
although her employer would
have shared some of the
lighter household duties with her. She might be paid next
to nothing, and told to think herself lucky that she had a
roof over her head.

Wanted,

IN  Gentleman’s Family, two milea from Ilastings, a goail

COOK, who underatands baking anil a duiry. She must be
A reapectable, trustworthy woman, with a very good personal
character. Ahout 30 years of age. A Dissenter preferred.—For
name and address, apply at the ollice of this paper.

For girls entering a more affluent household, life could
still be very tough. She would be expected to start her
working life in a very subordinate role, possibly as
scullery maid. If she had aptitude and good luck, she
might climb the career ladder to become a lady's maid,
cook or housekeeper. Even in a prosperous household
the living conditions below stairs could be grim. The
kitchen, where the washing and cooking was carried out,
was often situated in the basement, poorly ventilated
and sometimes with no natural light. In these dank, dark
conditions, a gas light would be kept burning all day. The
business of washing drying, or airing was a major task
each week, and in town houses, with no outside space,
washing had to be hung from the kitchen ceiling. Damp
washing, constantly boiling kettles and cooking smells
created a steamy, unhealthy atmosphere, particularly in
the summer months, and in many households the
kitchen, scullery and pantry provided the servants'
sleeping as well as working quarters. Only in the most
affluent households were spaces provided specifically for
sleeping, usually in the coldest part of the house, up in
the attic.

One of the major jobs for g
the servants was to do the
weekly wash, traditionally
done on a Monday. In a
small household with only a
couple of servants, the
household linen was
sometimes sent out to a
professional laundry, but
some employers feared that
their things might become |
contaminated by contact
with other people's clothes.
A washerwoman might be
engaged to come in on wash
days to do the work 'in
house'. A servant had to rise

as early as four or five o'clock to light the range and get
the water boiling. The copper in the scullery would also
be prepared. There were no detergents available for
washing clothes before 1907. Up until 1855 soap was
produced in long bars and then cut into pieces and sold
by weight. In 1885 W.H. Leer started to market Sunlight
soap, sold in one pound bars. Soap would be shaved into
slivers, dissolved in boiling water to form a jelly and then
diluted for use. Household linens would be boiled in the
copper, but delicate fabrics were washed by hand. Some
items such as bed linen would then be starched before
being put through the mangle (if the household was
lucky enough to possess one) to remove the excess
water. In town houses with no garden washing had to be
hung from an airer fixed to the kitchen ceiling. When dry
enough to iron, two irons would be placed on the range
to heat, and used alternately. The soot from the range,
and the sticky starch in the washed linen had to be
cleaned off the irons between each use. By Friday,
hopefully, the whole washing process would have been
completed and the clothes and bed linen aired and put
away, ready to start the whole laborious business again
on Monday.

Without any modern conveniences work was physically
hard. Until the end of the 19t century few houses had
piped water to the upper floors. All hot water had to be
heated on the kitchen range, kept burning eighteen
hours a day, summer and winter. The heated water had
to be carried up two or three flights of stairs for baths
and washing, and carried down again, along with the
contents of numerous chamber pots. In the kitchen there
was a constant battle to evict uninvited guests such as
mice, rats and cockroaches. Coals for fires also had to be
hauled upstairs and ashes and cinders (these to be
reused on the range) brought down. In one grand
establishment a maid was employed solely to attend to
all the fires.

All these tasks resulted in a very long working day, often
starting at around 6 a.m. until 10 p.m. with a couple of
short breaks for mealtimes. In 1864 a change in the law
prompted a lodging house keeper to complain that ‘it
was necessary to allow their maids to go to bed at 10
o'clock every night and to give them an afternoon out
every other Sunday..". She obviously thought this was an
unnecessarily liberal regime.
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During the Victorian period numerous books and articles
were published advising employers on every aspect of
running a perfect home. It was recommended that the
range should be black-leaded and polished every day
and the oven scraped out and rinsed with vinegar and
water. Another 'expert' advisor suggested that if every
room was turned out every week, including the paint
work, beating the carpets, cleaning the windows,
brushing the walls and curtains et cetera, then 'the
house is always clean, and with very little labour'! So
little labour, in fact, that Mrs. Beeton (yes, the famous
one) expressed the opinion that a servant girl should
still find time on summer evenings to sit down and do a
little needlework for herself. She did not, of course,
advise that she should sew on winter evenings, since
that would require the expense of a candle.

An entry in the diary of a servant girl, Hannah Cullwick,
(writing in 1860, though how did she find the time or
energy to write a diary!) records her work schedule for
the 16 July:

Lighted the fire. Brush'd the grates.

Clean'd the hall & steps & flags on my knees. Swept

& dusted the rooms.

Got breakfast up.

Made the beds & emptied the slops.

Cleaned & washed up & clean'd the plate.

Clean'd the stairs and the pantry on my knees.

Clean'd the knives & got dinner.

Clean'd 3 pairs of boots.

Clean'd away after dinner & began the preserving

about half past 3 & kept on till 11, leaving off only to

get the supper & have my tea.

Left the kitchen dirty & went to bed very tired and

dirty. No time for any light sewing then!
Many employers seemed
to have had a turbulent
relationship with their
servants, suspecting
them of all manner of
crimes. One employer
decreed that her
servants were not to be
given the same food as
the family as 'it might
have given them ideas'.
Another  insisted on
changing her servant's
name from Rosetta, 'as if
she had been a Duchess',
to Susan, which she
considered to be more

+ appropriate. One girl was dismissed because she 'lied,

was curious and read novels'. How did she find the time?
Apart from supplying servants with inferior food, it was
also thought to be unwise to allow them access to the
store cupboard. One ‘expert' (of which there were
many) recommended that soap, candles and matches
were to be handed out only as needed. Dusters were to
be inspected to ensure that a new one was not issued
until absolutely necessary, and the lady of the house
was advised to check the contents of the larder every
day, and supervise the cutting of every loaf of bread.

For girls coming from impoverished homes, where food
was scarce and living conditions overcrowded, just
having regular food and a roof over their heads may
have seemed sufficient reward for their labours. Apart
from the long hours and back-breaking work, she may
also have had to cope with a further hazard. Servant
girls were regarded as an easy target for the male

members of the family, and she had little protection from
his amorous advances. If she became pregnant, she
could be instantly dismissed without a reference and,
quite apart from the added burden of a baby, would be
unlikely to find work as a domestic servant again. In
these circumstances a girl might well be forced into
prostitution as the means of survival.

Not all servants were reduced to such dire straights.
Some might rise through the household hierarchy to
become a lady's maid, cook or housekeeper and might
even manage to save a few pounds with which to set up
her own home.

If she worked in a household with a large staff she might
even find her future husband here. When circumstances
allowed, they could then begin their own life of domestic
bliss together.
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Wadhurst Back in Time : 1901 - 1936

Our next publication is now with the printers. It follows
the general pattern of Wadhurst in the Second World War
with chapters on a wide range of subjects written by
several members of the Society and then edited by by a
small team. It is longer than the previous book and is
accompanied by a small booklet, containing narrative and
tabular information about the shops and businesses in
Wadhurst; there is also a short section on the census
returns; at the back of the booklet will be a CD containing
spreadsheets of the shops and business data and the
complete census returns for Wadhurst between 1841 and
1911. We also plan to include the complete histories of
all the Wadhurst men and women who lost their lives in
the Great War, as researched by Ken Jones.

Unfortunately, since the last book went to press, paper
prices have nearly doubled and we cannot hold the price
at the previous level. The three items will be sold as a
single purchase at £15; to encourage early uptake,
copies will be available on the official date of publication,
Dec 13, at the AGM - and the opening of the Wadhurst
History |Centre, at £14.

Another small incentive to come to the AGM - when there
will also be the usual mince pies and mulled wine and
entertainment from the Marsh Warblers, who performs
West Gallery Music - country church music from the
Georgian period (ca.1720-1850) in costume.
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Note from the Editor

The next newsletter should be available at the
meeting on 14 Mar 2012. Articles and material for
inclusion should be given to any Committee member,
to The Editor, Greenman Farm, Wadhurst TN5 6LE or
you can e-mail whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by

20 Feb at the latest please.

The Wadhurst History Centre

Our accommodation below the Commemoration Hall is
nearly ready for use: furniture is already installed and the
computer fit is on order. Our research material is slowly
being taken down and filed and the library sorted on to
bookshelves.

By the December AGM, we will have officially declared the
centre open - and will report to that meeting how we see
the Centre being used.

This is an exciting new phase for the Society - which has
had a significant impact on our financial resources. So
please renew your subscriptions as soon as possible; we
have not changed the rate from last year: £20 for families
and £12.50 for single members; corresponding members
and young people £5.

And encourage your friends to join!

oA

r "'"'PIT‘Q"‘F.“-F 5

8 Prisonens:of War
) e m«nﬂ:ﬁ%.;mmng

A Red Cross letter sent
from Inge and Margit
Wohlmann to their
parents after  the

message should heT transmittedto him, . _
] Fragesteller=verlan tlber den
'beférdaru.ng dieser e;{d&%tng ¢ ’

Hﬁfpﬁnger “Bitte uim Weiter- { declaration of war.

220





