WADHURST HISTORY SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER NO 22 - Nov 2009
GEORGE POPE AND HIS RAILWAY CHILD

Over the years I have known Rosemary Pope she has, in conversation, told me many anecdotes about the times she
spent with her father down at the station as well as when she accompanied him on his delivery rounds.

As part of an oral history course, I had to undertake a 45 minute interview and chose to talk with Rosemary to make
sure her remembrances of the period 1934/45, and the part the railway played in her early years, was on record for
the community, and WHS in particular.

Rosemary, an only child, was born in 1930 at number 1 Tappington Cottages, Wadhurst, the home she still lives in
today. Her father, George, came from Sandhurst and her mother, Lucy May King, was born in Ticehurst but when
she was three the family moved to Stonegate. In 1911 Lucy King became cook/housekeeper at Maplesden in
Stonegate and kept this position until her marriage in November 1916. Meanwhile, George Pope had become
gardener at The Poplars in Stonegate which is how Rosemary’s parents came to meet.

George had always wanted his own business and the opportunity arose when
Mr Stevenson, the local Wadhurst railway carrier, was to retire. So in
January, 1916 George took over as Southern Railway’s appointed agent and
carrier of goods to people within a three to four mile radius of Wadhurst. By
the time George and Lucy May married at the end of that year he had really
got settled into his new way of life, working with two horses and a wagon.

Rosemary told me that book keeping and documentation was not her father’s
strong point so this is where his wife became a pivotal part of his business
from the day they married. I was shown some account books, neatly kept in
Lucy’s handwriting, detailing what he picked up, and when, and to whom he
delivered it and the cost involved. These account books were a mine of
information of the period when the railway was the only means of
transporting goods, followed by their onward journey from a station when a
carrier collected them with a horse and wagon and then later by lorry. All
prior to road transportation.

Mr and Mrs Pope rented 1 Tappington Cottages from Mr Barham of Snape (Sir
George Barham) and records show they paid 7s.5d per week. As tenants
they were responsible for the upkeep of the interior and the landlord the
exterior [both 1 and 2 Tappington Cottages were built in ‘rat trap bond’ - of
which more in Newsletter 23]. There was no bathroom then and no
electricity although this was installed in 1938/9 - George Pope paying for the
connection, not the landlord.

‘Wings for Victory' 1943

[cont. on p 152]
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Meeting schedule for 2009

Wed 9 Dec

AGM

Meeting schedule for 2010

Thur 7 Jan Fiona Courage - ‘Mass Observation and
University of Sussex Special Collections’

Wed 10 Feb Professor Michelle Brown - ‘Anglo-Saxon
Manuscripts from 600-1066 AD’

Wed 10 Mar Mark Perry-Nash —'Daily Life in the Castles of
Sussex’

Wed 14 Apr Jeremy Hodgkinson —'Cast Iron Firebacks as
Social Documents’

Thur 13 May Richard Filmer - Traditional Building Materials
of Sussex and Kent’

Wed 9 Jun Stewart Angell - ‘The Secret Sussex
Resistance’

Wed 14 Jul Members’ Collections Evening

Thur 16 Sep Patricia Wright - ‘The Zeal of the Spirit’

Thur 14 Oct Judith Kinnison Bourke - 'Elsie Bowerman -
Titanic Survivor, Suffragette 1889-1973’

Wed 10 Nov Ian Small - ‘Commonwealth War Graves
Commission’

Wed 8 Dec AGM

Meetings and Events Reports

Wed 8th July: Heather Woodward: Mrs. Ronald Greville:
an Edwardian Hostess

Following the unavoidable cancellation of the talk on
Dovecotes by our booked speaker, we were very
fortunate in finding Heather available to give us her talk
on the remarkable Mrs. Ronald Greville.

This famed Edwardian hostess was the only child of the
wealthy Edinburgh brewer, Sir William McEwan, MP and
benefactor. Born in 1863 in somewhat shrouded
circumstances in London, it is accepted that Maggie, as
she was known to her friends, was born illegitimately to
the housekeeper of Sir William, who he married many
years later when she was widowed.

Backed by her father's wealth and position, Maggie
married Ronald Greville, eldest son of the second Baron
Greville in 1891. The marriage was a very happy one
although saddened by the fact that they never had any
children. Ronald Greville became a Conservative MP
until two years before his early death in 1908. After
entertaining the rich and famous including the King at
their London house for a number of vyears, they
purchased Polesden Lacey, a Regency Villa south west
of Dorking in Surrey, described by a previous owner as
‘a nice place within a prudent distance of town’. The
house was considerably remodelled at this time.
Although the current house only dates to the early
1800s, the estate was listed in 1066 as a small farm of
150 acres: it now spreads to 916 acres!

Mrs. Greville was a very clever woman with impeccable
taste, not particularly well-read but well informed about
politics. She was appointed to the board of her father’s
brewery on merit, not because she was her father’s
daughter. She was a shrewd and forceful personality
with a wide knowledge of foreign affairs. She travelled
widely. Her tongue was sharp and she could be very
tactless! However, her real metier was as a hostess.
1907 saw the first Royal visit to the now extended house
by Edward VII and she remained on intimate terms with
many of the Royal family for the rest of her life. She was
made a DBE although she never used the title. She was
particularly close to the Duke and Duchess of York, later
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, who spent part of
their honeymoon at Polesden Lacey.

The cuisine at Polesden Lacey was superb as were all the
wines in the cellar. Her teas, always served on the dot
of five o'clock, were famed for the cucumber
sandwiches. Dinner was always a multi course affair.
She loved her gardens and saw that they were always
stocked with English specialities which her overseas
guests would not have at home. There was a huge staff
both in the grounds and in the house. During Ascot
week, for example, there might be up to 75 visitors
staying when personal servants were included.

Mrs. Greville was known for her philanthropy and in the
First World War the house was used as a convalescent
hospital for officers.

In the Edwardian era it was essential to show off one's
wealth and Maggie was no exception, with a spectacular
collection of jewellery. On her death this was all
bequeathed to the Queen Mother and subsequently
inherited by Queen Elizabeth. She also collected
porcelain, chinoiserie, majolica pottery, silver, furniture
and paintings. Her father had been a buyer of fine art
including important paintings by artists such as Raeburn.

There was a dark side to Society in the 1930s when
those with wealth thought that the Nazis were less likely
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to steal their money than the Bolsheviks. Mrs. Greville
had actually met Hitler and attended a rally. Winston
Churchill was one of the rare voices in that era to speak
out against the Nazis. However, once the Second World
War had started Mrs. Greville completely changed her
mind, even buying a Spitfire to present to the RAF.

Mrs. Greville died quietly at the Dorchester in September
1942, She bequeathed all her estate, including the
paintings, to the NT In memory of her father. However,
she stipulated that all her papers be destroyed. Today
the housed is run as a living museum with most of the
original contents on view as would have been
experienced by the original house guests.

Peta Hodges

Sun 19 July: Summer barbecue at Combe Manor by
kind invitation of Mr & Mrs de Salis.

Although the weather looked unpromising, for most of
the time the rains held off and, when they didn't, the
timing meant that most were under shelter. The pig
roasted beautifully - thanks to John Lamplugh - and well
over 80 people had a thoroughly enjoyable day; with the
raffle and produce stall a profit of over £800 was added
to Society funds. Thanks to all those who worked so
hard to make the event a success - the tent erectors, the
car park attendants, the salads and desserts preparers,
the servers and bar tenders, the washers up - and so on.
A lot of work - but worth it with such support.

Thur 17 Sep: Dr Ian Beavis: Sir David Lionel Salomons
(1851- 1925)

Dr Beavis set the scene for his talk on Sir David Lionel
Salomons with a brief introduction to his uncle the 1st
Baronet as it was he who not only amassed a huge
fortune through Banking but also was a pioneer of Jewish
emancipation and who paved the way for Jews to take
their place in British public life. On his death, the
baronetcy went to his nephew David Lionel Salomons.

Dr Beavis illustrated his fascinating talk with many
superb photos of the life and varied interests of Sir David
Lionel Salomons.

From the time Sir David Lionel left Cambridge with a
degree in Natural Science, he demonstrated an
enthusiasm for many branches of innovative science with
immense energy . He was a very practical man and
definitely a * hands on “ scientist. When he moved to
Broombhill after succeeding to his uncle’s estate, he
proceed to make many improvements to the house,
among which was the workshop, the magnificent stables
to house both his horses and his carriages, and a science
“Theatre” where public demonstrations took place.

* In many ways Sir David Lionel was a modern
Renaissance man as his interest in new technology was
put to practical use which he demonstrates at his home
and in public life. His interest in Electricity as a practical
solution to everyday tasks resulted in its application to
the use of electricity to light the home, the iron, the
sewing machine, the burglar alarm and many other
things. He is probably best known for being a pioneer of
the Motor Car and of his very early recognition of the
importance of the internal combustion engine. Sir David
Lionel organised the very first Motor Show here in
Tunbridge Wells. It was also through him that the “Red
Flag Act” was finally repealed.

His interests were far ranging and included photography,
wireless, aviation and the use of electricity in medical
technology (x-rays). Sir David Lionel Salomons was a
true pioneer in so many fields and a local and national
hero. Anthea Penhallow

Thur 15 Oct: Michael Goolden: Early Man in Sussex and
Kent - The Evidence

Michael Goolden took us on a most interesting and
informative journey through the time of early man and
explaining how our ancestors split from chimpanzees.

Homo habilis is a species of the genus Homo who lived
from approximately 2.5 million to at least 1.6 million
years ago at the beginning of the Pleistocene period. He
was found in Tanzania, East Africa. He had stone tools
and roamed the plains scavenging. The first wave
migrated out of Africa but didn't make it as far as Europe
but mainly hugged the coastline and survived on the diet
around the shoreline. The second wave went north
50,000 to 100,000 years ago. Their brain size was half
the size of ours today.

At that time the planet was undergoing a series of slow
but drastic temperature changes in a long sequence of
glacial periods also known as ice ages interspersed with
warmer spells. There have been fluctuations of this sort
in the earth’s climate. The coastline changed and the
sea levels altered by up to 120 metres.

Homo erectus existed between 1.8 million and 300,000
years ago. Like H. habilis, the face had protruding jaws,
thick brow ridges and a long low skull with a brain size
varying between 750 and 1255 cc. The skeleton was
more robust than those of modern humans implying
greater strength.

Neanderthal man existed between 230,000 and 30,000
years ago. The average brain size was slightly larger
and their body proportions were thick and heavy and
with powerful muscle attachments. A large number of
tools and weapons have been found. They were hunters
and are the first people known to have buried their dead.
They also had some language skills. They were found
throughout Europe and the Middle East. They left Britain
180,000 years ago and didn't return for 120,000 years.

Homo sapiens, first appeared about 500,000 years ago.
The term covers a diverse group of skulls which have
features of both Homo Erectus and modern humans.
The brain size is larger than erectus and smaller than
most modern humans averaging about 1200 cc.

In the 19t and 20t centuries there were missing links
between apes and humans. Ancient tools were found
but no human remains.

The Piltdown man is a famous paleontological hoax
concerning the finding of the remains of a previously
unknown early human. The hoax find consisted of
fragments of a skull and jawbone collected in 1912 from
a gravel pit at Piltdown, a village near Uckfield, East
Sussex. The fragments were thought by many experts
of the day to be the fossilised remains of a hitherto
unknown form of early man. There is now a pub of this
name in Piltdown commemorating the event.

The remains of Boxgrove man were found in a quarry at
Boxgrove, Nr. Chichester, West Sussex. He was first
known from a shin bone discovered in 1994 after ten
years of excavation. Boxgrove man is acclaimed as
Britain’s oldest man. In 1995 a human tooth at the site
was found followed by the discovery of a second tooth.

Swanscombe man is named after a village in Kent where
three skull bones were discovered in river gravels in
1935, 1936 and 1955. They are dated at around
250,000 vyears. The skull probably related to
Neanderthals. Evidence was found of animals, toois and
tool making but no evidence of habitation.

The Mesolithic Age was a period 10,000 to 6,000 years
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GEORGE POPE AND HIS RAILWAY CHILD [cont from p 149]

In 1950 he and his wife bought both cottages (nos. | and
2) from the Barham Estate for around £600 as sitting
tenants - the heir being unable to sell them on the open
market, and eventually ending up selling off all of the
properties the estate had owned in Wadhurst.

Prior to 1954, but before George died, he had a single
storey kitchen extension built onto the rear of the
cottage and a window put into the side wall of what
would have been the scullery; then some years later his
widow had a room added above the new kitchen giving
a further bedroom. Lucy Pope sold number 2 Tappington
Cottages, around 1958/9, to friends who had just
married.

Tappington Cottages could not really have been much
closer to the station for George, other than him living in
one of the houses that lie parallel to the railway track
just past what is now the exit from the station car park.
His two horses were stabled near where these houses
are. Unfortunately Rosemary could not be more specific
on this because in 1926, only a few years before she was
born, her father had bought a lorry, so naturally the
horses and wagon were not part of her personal
childhood memories.

She vividly brought to my attention just how steep the
hill is from the station up into the village when she said
that her father used two horses to pull the wagon up
past Durgates. Her mother would go on this first leg of
George's delivery round and would then walk one of the
horses back down in the hill to its stable.

Apparently, one of Mr. Pope's favourite horses was
“Laddie” who had been through the first world war, but
he was a very reliable horse, and to this day Rosemary
has one of Laddie’s horseshoes as her door knocker.
Sometimes, I was told, there were problems in pairing
up horses and, if one horse would not work with another,
it had to go.

Then George decided to purchase a lorry in 1926; it was
a sad day when Laddie had to go but he had found a
home for him at Greenman Farm, just down the road.
The farmer was told that he could work Laddie a little, if
he liked, but - more importantly - George wanted his old
horse to have a good home. When the farmer died, his
widow contacted Mr Pope, as she was selling up, and
asked what he wanted to happen to Laddie. George told
her that he did not want him to go to anyone he did not
know, so sadly he was shot. Rosemary sighed when
telling this part of the story, but said the horse had had
a long life and served many people and had received a
retirement of sorts.

e

George Pope had now
moved into the motorised
era, having purchased a
canvas backed lorry with
his name sign-written on
the side stating that he
was the official carrying
agent for Southern
Railway. He had a garage
built in his garden in which
to keep his lorry, but had
to get permission from his
landlord before doing so.
A condition of this
agreement was that
George would dismantle it
should ever he cease to be

a tenant of number one.

Rosemary believes her first memories were when she
was probably four or five years old and riding with her
father in the cab from the station into the village after
the lorry had been loaded with deliveries for the day.
Mostly though, she said, it was during her long school
holidays that she spent the days either at the station or
riding out with her father.

She described the shunting of all the goods trucks from
the main track into sidings in front of the Station
Master’s house (the ticket office). There was a goods
shed where the entrance to the station now is, and the
trucks would go into this shed where the unloading
would take place. Her father would collect his docket
and check what was on his list for delivery that day
before loading up his lorry, which he had backed up to
the shed. There were many porters around who would
help George if he required assistance with this job.
Rosemary kept emphasising that everything had to be
checked in and out and signed for, first at the station
office just to the side of the goods shed, and then when
her father made his delivery. He was responsible for the
goods once they were on his lorry.

It is easy to forget, or not to know, how stock for shops
reached them, how builders got their bricks or perhaps
how a puppy raised in Wales reached its new owner in
Wadhurst.

Rosemary saw large tea chests arriving, sacks of dried
foods and sugar, big cases of tinned goods. All dry
goods were weighed into smaller amounts at the time of
purchase in the shops so were delivered in large sacks
from the warehouses for local retailers to “bag up”.

Other items Mr Pope delivered included lead for pipes on
route to a local builder and the delivery of trunks for
boarders at Wadhurst College, and at the end of term
the collection and depositing of them back at the station.
On top of his agency work with Southern Railway, Mr
Pope also had a contract with the carriers Suttons, who
had a large warehouse in London; they would send down
items by rail for him. In other words he could do private
work once he completed his Railway deliveries.

This other carrying arm was for private individuals who
would get him to transport an item from A to B by
placing a large card in their window with the letter “P”
on it; when Mr Pope went past and saw this, he stopped
and picked up whatever the person wished transported.
He would work out a price on the spot and the customer
would pay there and then. Rosemary, laughingly, said
there would not have been so much traffic on the roads
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2009 Annual General Meeting

To be held in The Commemoration Hall on Wednesday 9 December at 19:30
Bring these pages with you to the AGM - additional copies will NOT be available on the day!

Agenda
1. Welcome 6. Events Report
2. Minutes of last AGM 7. Talks Programme
3. Trustees Report 8. Task Groups Report
4. Chairman’s Report 9. Future programme ideas
5. Treasurer’s Report 10. Any other business

Item 2: Minutes of the fourth Annual General Meeting of the Wadhurst History Society, held on
Wednesday 10th December 2008 in the Commemoration Hall, Wadhurst.

1. 78 people attended; apologies were received from Joyce Anscombe, Jim Blewett, Joy Creasy, Mr and Mrs
Hollands, Betty and Jim Hunter, Howard and Jane Spurr, and Ena Tincombe.

2. The Acceptance of the Minutes of the AGM meeting of Thursday 14th December 2007 was proposed
by Liz Trevor, seconded by Diana Pennell, agreed unanimously and signed by the Chairman, Michael Harte.

3. Trustees’ and Chairman’s Report: The Chairman, Dr Michael Harte, reported that the Trustees have
taken stock of the financial affairs of the Society and feel it is being run satisfactorily. The general format of
meetings works well but there is a definite need for a major fund-raiser every year for various reasons. In his role
as Society Chairman, Michael Harte welcomed everyone and was pleased to report on another good year with
well-attended monthly meetings. He was, however, disappointed that the Barbecue had had to be cancelled and
warned that early commitment is essential for any future such events to be continued.

4 Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer, Mr lan Adam-Smith, reported with pleasure that the Society’s finances
are in good order though the £1189 surplus was slightly below the anticipated amount. The income from
membership is similar to previous years and 2009’s is slightly better than on the comparable dates in previous years.
The Quiz Night had been very successful as was also the visit to the Houses of Parliament. There had been a loss
on the Winchester trip and that should not be allowed to happen again. Because of a small loss on refreshments,
the cost of wine had been raised and the receipts from Gift Aid were as expected. Expenditure was much as expected
also, with the cost of the Newsletters having risen and speakers’ expenses also having gone up.

The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Jeremy Oldershaw and seconded by Ron Henderson.

5. The Election of the Trustees and the Committee: The Trustees will be the Chairman, Secretary and the
Treasurer plus David James and Rachel Ring.

The Chairman thanked Bryan Bell who was standing down from the Committee after five years’ service.

The Office Bearers and Committee members for the year 2009 will be chosen from

Ian Adam-Smith, Robert Atkinson, Arthur Dewar, Michael Harte, Peta Hodges, David James, Madelyn Meredith,
Rachel Ring, Val Tunbridge and Heather Woodward.

The election of the Trustees and Committee members was proposed by Ron Henderson, seconded by Carolyn Mowll
and was carried unanimously by the meeting.

6. Events and Outings: Rachel’s report expressed her disappointment that, after the successes of the four
previous years, the year of 2008 had not been successful. In view of that, she announced with regret that the
Committee has decided that there would be no outings in 2009 but the situation would be re-assessed later in the
year ready for 2010. As a result of the cancellation of the barbecue of 2008, early commitment from the
membership would be needed before any future event is run and there would be a strict cut-off date for consideration
of the viability of any such event. It was planned to run two fund-raising events during 2009:

one Sunday in March a film show with a local flavour
Sunday 19t July Barbecue at Coombe Manor, thanks to Mr and Mrs William de Salis.

She ended by urging everyone to support both these events to enable us to boost the finances of the Society which
she referred to as “your charity”.

7. The Talks Programme: Madelyn Meredith explained that the list of talks for 2009 was displayed on each
membership card. She asked for suggestions for the 2010 series. Speakers do have to be booked well in advance
and she would appreciate a name and telephone number for her to contact.

8. Report on Task Group Activities:

a) David James, the task group co-ordinator, explained that the main focus for 2008 had been the publication
[Wadhurst in the 27 World War] and that had involved most of the task groups over two years. He thanked
members and others in Wadhurst for their contributions towards the book. Attention would now be moving on to
their next project focusing on the second half of the 20t Century. He emphasised that it is important to gather



Item 5: Treasurer’s Report

Wadhurst History Society
Accounts for the 12 months ended 31st August 2009
2007-08

Income £
Membership Fees 1,907.00
Guests 44.00
Profit/Loss on Events & Outings 698.56
Profit/Loss on Book sales 246.01
Profit/Loss on Refreshments -40.85
Bank Interest 352.91
Gift Aid 389.23
Other Income
Total Income 3,596.86
Expenditure
Equipment 86.00
Hire of Venues 240.50
Insurance 58.00
Maps & Books for Library 89.44
Miscellaneous 81.04
Newsletters 542.01
Postage 62.49
Secretarial 48.22
Speakers 722.00
Donations
Task Groups 234.25
Depreciation 243.45
Total Expenditure 2,407.40
Surplus for the year 1,189.46
Assets
Floats 40.00
Stock (books & wine) 461.40
Equipment at cost 1,495.36

less depreciation 765.02

730.34

Cash at bank - current alc 467.20
Cash at bank - deposit a/c 8,451.64
Total assets 10,150.58
Liabilities
Creditors 210.00
Tickets in advance 92.00
Total liabilities 302.00
Net Assets _9,848.58
Represented by:
Accumulated surpluses 9,848.58

Notes:

1. Stock: (i) Books are valued at cost less 75%.

(i) Wine is valued at cost.

2008-09
£
1,882.50
57.00
991.45
649.37
24.34
$71.06
420.96
10.00
4,206.68

0.00
340.00
58.00
587.29
59.88
641.12
34.68
12.58
815.00
100.80
27.50
182.59
2,859.44

1,347.24

40.00
1,054.90
1,495.36

947.61

547.75
4,740.47
5,022.70

11,405.82

210.00

210.00

11,195.82

11,195.82

2. Equipment: (i) Items costing less than £500 are written off in the year of purchase.
(i) Depreciation of items of £500 or more is 25% of the reducing balance.

/ j 2
Signed: ,—i—' AGLQUJA- QSMILm

|.Adam-Smith (Treasurer)

Examined:

28/09/2009



various perspectives and help would be sought from a wide variety of people. What they had to say could be
recorded in writing or through an interview and all this research would lead to some kind of a publication in due
course. A small group would be visiting the Mass Observation department at the University of Sussex and useful
ideas and guidance might be forthcoming from there. There would also be contributions of articles to Newsletters.
Work was underway looking into Bewl Water, George Street and the Holmesdale Brewery.

b) Heather Woodward then gave more details about the new publication which was being made available for
the first time that evening. She went on to underline the importance of trying to persuade people who have lived
in Wadhurst for many years to share their memories so that future generations will be able to understand their
community and how it has evolved over the years. Sheets would be circulated and members were asked to

volunteer to help the venture.
9. Suggestions for future activities: No further ideas were put forward by the members.

10. A.0.B. Liz Trevor thanked the Committee on behalf of the Society for everything they have done over the
year. She described the Society as a “good thing for Wadhurst” and she congratulated everyone for their work.

The formal business of the evening ended at 8.05pm. After mulled wine, and a good spread of nibbles and mince
pies, we were entertained by the Tonbridge Mummers and Hoodeners with stirring tales of medieval gallantry and

humour.

All you need to do to renew for 2010 is check the details below and pay an unchanged subscription. If
you have signed a Gift Aid declaration, remember to notify us if you no longer pay an amount of
income tax and/or capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations. If you have NOT
already signed a Gift Aid declaration - and would like to do so to allow the Society to reclaim income
tax,then please sign the form on the reverse of this slip and send to the Treasurer.



Trustees and Committee Members

The -existing Trustees - Michael Harte, Heather Woodward, Ian Adam-Smith, Rachel
Ring and David James - are all willing to continue in office for a further year.

Heather Woodward resigned as Secretary to the Committee earlier this year but will
remain as a Trustee and Secretary to the Trustees to provide external scrutiny of the
work of the Committee.

Of the existing Committee, Rob Atkinson has decided that other commitments make it
difficult for him to remain for a further year; we are grateful for the contribution he has
made. Rachel Ring and Madelyn Meredith are both willing to continue on the
Committee as general members but, having carried the burdens of Events organiser
and the Speaker’s programme respectively, are giving up these tasks.

Arthur Dewar, Peta Hodges and Val Tunbridge are willing to remain on the Committee
for a further year. There is, therefore, a vacancy or two - if anyone is interested in
joining the Committee please contact the Chairman, Michael Harte - at the meeting or
by phone 783 292; the work is not demanding but is important for the future of our
Society.

Membership application: Complete the form below and cut along the dotted lines

WADHURST HISTOLY SOCIETY

New membership for 2010
Name:
Address:
Phbone:
E-mail:

Membership type:

Subscription rates: £10 a year for individual members, £15 for family members [all at the same address] and £5 for
young history students and corresponding members. Cheques should be made payable to Wadhurst History Society
and sent to the Treasurer

Ian Adam-Smith, Trewyck, Woods Green, Wadhurst, TN5 6QS

Membership details will be held on computer. The information we hold on you is shown above - please correct
any errors and fill in any blanks.

The Society now has the benefits of charity status [Registered Charity no. 11131006], so that subscriptions can be
counted as Gift Aid, allowing us to claim back basic rate income tax and members, paying higher rate income tax,
to claim back the difference between higher and lower rate tax. If you have not signed up before, would you now
consider a signature on the section below:

GIFT AID: - I am a UK income tax payer and wish the Wadhurst History Society to reclaim
tax on my subscription to increase the value of my membership from the date below. 1
confirm that I have paid an amount of UK income tax or capital gains tax equal to any tax
reclaimed

SIGNEU: ...coneererrrrivmrnsmamsssmsansssasssmmsmsssssssessss sessasesmrcsss Date:



and he wouldn't have been driving very fast so
consequently would be able to see if anyone wanted his
services. One such item he took this way was a
grandfather clock. “..people didnt have cars..”.
Another local carrier was Mr Heaseman whose business,
she thought, was more between Wadhurst and
Tunbridge Wells where he went two or three times a
week, but he was not an agent for the railway. Anyone
wanting him to transport goods would place the letter
“H” in their window. A totally different way of life to
what we have now.

It seems there were always interesting things for a little
girl to see at the station - such as large bags of fish, just
up from Hastings, baskets of racing pigeons waiting for
someone to collect, but not her father in this case.
Occasionally a sheep dog, or puppy, to be delivered to a
shepherd, and loads of parcels piled up along with the
mail and newspapers. The latter two were collected by
the postmen and newsagents.

I was interested to learn that there were cattle pens,
roughly behind the old signal box and the new car park,
and many a time she saw live stock come into the station
and straight off the trucks into these pens ready for
collection by a farmer. She could recall her parents
telling her there was a farmer who moved all his cattle
and livestock by rail, from somewhere in the Midlands to
Wadhurst, and the cattle then walked from the station
to where the farm was.

She said how interesting it was to go into the signal box
with her father to watch the signalman pulling this lever
and that one and recalled vividly all the different noises
they made.

We talked about the land where the new car park is and
I was reminded that the Station Master lived upstairs in
the building where we now purchase tickets and where
a coffee shop operates these days. The Station Master
had a garden to the side of the building, which must
have been near to where the animal pens were, beyond
which there was a wood yard run by the same people
who had one at Frant. She was fairly sure this latter
statement could be verified from census returns.

Bearing this out, she said the people from the shop just
around the corner decided to rent land from the railway
(up above the property) with the idea of raising
chickens. Work started on clearing the area when Mr.
Pope was called upon for his opinion as this gentleman
had found a very deep hole. Her father looked and told
him that was where a saw-pit once was. It had been
filled-in many years before but in the clearing of the area
it was revealed once more.

To round up this area of the station, she said there used
to be another little shop where the bus stop now is
opposite the exit from the car park, from which a hoop
maker had worked and who in all probability was tied up
with the wood yard.

Apparently, there was always a goods train very early in
the morning; the different trucks would be shunted in
this direction or that depending on what they were
carrying. Feed stuffs for the farmers went in one
direction, her father’s another, then there was always a
great deal of activity in the sidings where the coal trucks
were shunted and unloaded - this was in front of the
present day ticket office and the upper and lower car
parks.

The coal merchants had a small office on the station
forecourt where the coal was checked in and out. There
was a employee called Mr. Blackman, a very apt name,

Rosemary said, as he was always black from the dust,
who did this for one of the coal companies. Her father
always knew when a particular type of coal was due in
and he would then take a ton home with him in his lorry
at the end of the day. It was also possible for the
general public to purchase coal at this point if they
wished.

There was a large crane, on the present day forecourt,
which would lift really heavy items from the trucks.
Along with all the steam engines and the shunting of
trucks up and down the sidings, the comings and going
of horses and wagons, and later on lorries, collecting
goods, live stock, parcels, mail, coal etc., the station was
a noisy - but very lively - place to be around.

Rosemary could recall no rules as such for her when she
was at the station, saying there were always porters
around who knew her and her father, but one thing she
did tell me was that she was only allowed to sit in the
cab of the lorry, never in the back. The exception to this
was when her father took her and her mother over to
Sandhurst to join aunts, cousins and friends who were
hop picking in the gardens. Mr Pope would then allow
her to sit in the back with them all as someone would
hold on to her.

Mr Pope's rounds were often to fairly isolated farms way
down ancient and narrow lanes, meaning that Rosemary
got to know her way around the district. When she was
about 10 years old her father would occasionally drop
her off leaving her to go “for a little walk” whilst he
continued a bit further to make a delivery. On his return
she jumped back in. A highlight would be when George
allowed her to deliver something and she recalled a shop
in Tidebrook, which had Lyons cakes delivered once a
week, and she was allowed to take this box to them but
also had the important job of getting the sheet signed
by the customer.

If WW2 hadn’t broken out, Mr Pope would probably have
retired by the late 1930s but he continued on until 1945
and Rosemary recalled a great many changes at the
station, including “the atmosphere” during those years.

First, goods trains were not getting through owing to
bomb damage in London; then Suttons, the carriers her
father worked for and who were based in New Cross,
were completed destroyed in a raid and their
warehouses were never rebuilt, not even after the war.
Consequently much of Mr Pope's trade disappeared and
with the rationing there was naturally neither the
quantity nor the variety of items available for delivery to
the shops, even if the goods trucks did get through.
What, however, didn't vary much during the war was
George collecting and delivering trunks to Wadhurst
College; pupils there were not evacuated although lots
of children who lived in the “big private houses” were
sent away, some to boarding schools. Rosemary
thought this a little strange bearing mind what she saw
happening at Wadhurst College.

Due to the rationing of coal over the long war years,
there was a huge decline in the activity at Wadhurst
Station coal yards. Naturally, when trucks did get
through it was all hands to the pump, so to speak. To
quote Rosemary, "...the station was, I am going to say,
a ghost station compared to what it had been”.

Before she left the subject of coal, the very bad winter
of 1947 came back to her, when she recalled coal frozen
in piles at the mines and the difficulties, so reminiscent
of the war years, when few trains and trucks managed
to make deliveries.
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