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Brewing in Wadhurst
Michael Berks

On the northern side of the churchyard of St. Peter and St. Paul stands the headstone marking the graves of Gregory
Wright, of The Brewery, his wife Mary, a son Frank, and daughter-in-law Alice.

Gregory came to Wadhurst from Reigate in 1867 as tenant of Snape Farm. During his seven years occupancy, he took
an interest in church work and for some years was churchwarden at Tidebrook. Gregory was well known for his
remarkably kind and genial disposition; he was in great demand at various School Treats and Sunday Schools. He was
most strict in his observance of the Day of Rest, especially in regard to his horses of whom he was very proud. When
Snape was sold in 1874, Gregory purchased "The Glen" in Durgates with adjacent land, in order to found the Holmesdale
Brewery.

The 1870s and '80s were known as Competition, amalgamation and
" The Golden Age of the Public improved roads and transport
House", giving rise to a massive contributed to the decline.
development of the brewing

) / Gregory started as a brewer of
industry. Most villages had their

ales and porter (stout), adding

own brewery, supplying local pubs
and inns; roads and transport in
those days were unsuited for long-
distance deliveries. In the 1880s
there were almost 17,000
breweries in Britain; by 1920 no
less than 14,000 had gone.

mineral waters in 1887, and cider
in 1899. He and Mary had four
sons, Gregory, Walter, George
and Frank, and two daughters,
Emily and Mary. All four sons
joined their father, and the
brewery was renamed "Wright &

Sons". They made a range of beers and ales which picked up a series of awards, a fact reflected on the labels of

their bottles; occasionally the odd "Wright & Sons" bottle does turn up, but these are quite rare.

The site for the brewery was chosen with care; on the 1880 0.S. map of Durgates, a well (now capped) is marked close
to the only existing reminder of the site "Brewery Cottage". And, nearly opposite, Bassetts' Forge provided facilities for
shoeing Gregory's horses (at three shillings a set), and supplying the sundry items for maintaining the brewing plant.
As carriage builders and wheelwrights, Bassetts could have made the Wrights' drays.

Vastly more water, or liquor as it is known in the craft, is used for washing the plant, casks and bottles, for steam
raising and cooling purposes, than ever gets into the beer. It is not uncommon for a brewer to use 10 barrels of water for
every barrel he brews. Water for brewing is hardened by adding gypsum or calcium sulphate; the well water at Burton,
famous for its ales, is high in this dissolved mineral salt. Mountfield gypsum mine was in production by the 1870s, so
one of the tasks for Gregory's team of horses would be to collect regular supplies of this essential ingredient.

[cont p.156]
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Meeting schedule for 2009

Annual Summer Barbecue - Combe Manor

Dr Ian Beavis - “David Salomons - Inventor and

Motoring Pioneer”

Mike Goolden - “Early Man in Sussex and Kent -

The Evidence”

John E. Vigar - “Sussex Churches”

AGM

Meeting dates for 2010

Thursday Jan 7

Wednesday Feb 10
Wednesday March 10
Wednesday April 14
Thursday May 13
Wednesday June 9
Wednesday July 14

Thursday September 16

Thursday October 14
Wednesday November 10

Wednesday December 8

Meetings and Events Reports

Sunday, 8 March 2009: ‘Adventure in the Hop Fields’
- a good house enjoyed Barry Littlechild’s films; as a
result a cheque for £300 was sent to Sherwood Park
School Special Needs department.

Wednesday 11 Mar 2009:: Lady Teviot - "Being Ill in the
Nineteenth Century”

Lady Teviot offered another title for her talk “Kill or Cure”.

She is President of the Federation of Family History
Societies, and has been engaged in genealogical
research for more than 40 years. (Her company Census
Searches was founded in 1969).

Her knowledge of this subject centres largely on the
years since 1837, since that is when the first death
certificates were recorded, by the newly formed
Registrar’s Office, which established the numbers of
deaths. The cause of death was simply accepted from
the informant.

Prior to that the only documentation related to Bills of
Mortality, which date back to the 16 C. These are only
to be found in the larger cities, and often did not record
the cause of death, since the informants were not
necessarily medically trained.

Even after 1836 the actual cause of death was not
required on the death certificate, but Edwin Chadwick,
Poor Law Commissioner and sanitary reformer, was
determined to get the House of Lords to add an
amendment to the bill to have the cause of death
recorded by a medical practitioner.

Common causes of death at this time were smallpox,
cholera, typhoid, measles, diphtheria, tuberculosis,
scalding which occurred alarmingly often, both great and
small pox, convulsions, along with many rather vague
terms like black thrush, stoppage (? constipation?)
decline/weakness, indiscreet bathing, wanton bedsport,
the King’s Evil (? venereal disease?), and visitation of
God.

Peri-puerperal disease was rife, with many women dying
in childbirth, and the infant (under 1) mortality still
being around 158:1,000 in 1875. Edwin Chadwick was
an early reformer in sanitary fields, but general hygiene
and knowledge about the transmissibility of diseases
was still very poor, and public water supplies were often
contaminated. Another important figure of the time was
Dr. John Snow who theorized that cholera was not
caught by the inhalation of the *‘miasma’ or foul air, but
by mouth. He was instrumental in forcing the separation
of fresh water, sewage, and storm water. One incident
which supplied clues as to water contamination in 1854
involved a Mrs. Ely, who habitually asked her butler to
fetch water from the Broad Street pump. Both she and
her niece, who was visiting her from Islington, died after
drinking the water, proving the link with the particular
water pump. The East London Water Company was
accused of providing contaminated water, and Dr. Snow
cut the incidence of the disease in the area by removing
the handle of the pump.

Epidemics of infectious diseases were very common, and
the huge cemeteries of Highgate and Kensal Green bear
witness to the hundreds of deaths occurring during these
outbreaks.

One example given was of the 1839 cholera epidemic in
Brighton. Since the town was very dependent upon
holiday-makers, the authorities played down the extent
of the deaths due to the disease, and these were not
recorded as due to cholera, but just had a cross by their
names.
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On a more personal level, Lady Teviot told of a particular
family in Derbyshire who lost six of their children in a
period of only seven weeks to typhus. Their ages ranged
from one to sixteen years.

Over the years efforts had been made to control various
infectious diseases, including smallpox, which had been
kept under control to some extent by the process of
variolation. This involved infecting children with a small
amount of smallpox matter to give them some immunity.
Of course they were quite likely to die from the ‘cure’.

And it took the brilliance a young doctor, Edward Jenner
to come up with a better idea, namely vaccination with
cowpox to protect against smallpox. In 1840 variolation
was outlawed and vaccination was given free to the poor,
and baby vaccination was compulsory, as it was also in
prisoners.

However the whole concept was not universally
accepted, either by doctors or the general public, and
indeed there was an Anti-Vaccination League. There
were fears of using a product emanating from animals,
and some religious commentators opposed it on those
grounds.

In 1873 there was a further change in the law, to affect
the practice of baby-farming.

This occurred when (mainly working-class) women
became pregnant out of wedlock, and were unable to
support their children. The stigma of the illegitimacy,
and the lack of social support meant that the women
handed their babies over to paid carers, who in some
instances murdered them. Several women were hanged
for this crime. The women themselves could also be
hanged or imprisoned if they were considered
responsible for their baby’s deaths. In 1857 an
organization to support such women and other mothers
was formed by Mary Sumner. It became The Mothers’
Union.

19t C, census returns show very young average ages of
death, with few due to what we would now know as
diseases of old age, such as heart disease or cancer. For
example the census of 1841 gives an average age at
death of 40 for men and 42 for women.

Despite many advances in sanitation and water supply,
by the end of the 19t C. public health was still very poor,
with many prospective army volunteers in the Boer War
considered too weak to fight, due to malnutrition leading
to such conditions as rickets, and untreated infectious
diseases leaving sufferers permanently damaged.

There were some advances in medical fields. In 1844 Sir
Humphrey Davy (the inventor of the miners’ safety
famp) produced nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, which
was first used for dental extractions in the USA. From
1847 Dr. Snow experimented on animals and humans
with ether and chloroform, and made these safer to use.

After he successfully gave Queen Victoria chloroform
during the births of Prince Leopold in 1853, and Princess
Beatrice in 1857, it was considered suitable for use by
other Victorian ladies. Madelyn Meredith

Wed 8 Apr: Don Dray - “Sounds and Songs of World
War Two”

Don Dray gave a nostalgic and historical account of the
part that music and songs played during World War II,
using slides of contemporary photographs and
recordings.

Don told us how important songs and music were for the
morale of the nation; we heard Harry Roy playing his
clarinet. There was a rash of songs on the wireless, such
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as George Formby singing When I'm Cleaning Windows.

There were topical songs about black outs, rationing and
the armed forces - Bud Flanagan singing We're Gonna
Hang Out The Washing On The Siegfried Line. And there
were love songs as couples were parted - Ben Lyon and
Bebe Daniels.

The Battle of Britain during the summer of 1940 initiated
clips of Vera Lynn singing When The Lights Go On Again
All Over The World, and Churchill’s speech ‘Never in the
field of conflict was so much owed by so many to so few..’

The Blitz brought people together; they enjoyed the thrill
of dancing the night away whilst the anti-aircraft guns
thudded away outside. Cinemas and night clubs stayed
open, despite in March 1941 the Café de Paris receiving
a direct hit, in which 34 people were killed.

The Home Guard came into being and we heard the voice
of Noel Coward - Could You Please Oblige Us With A Bren
Gun? - and a photograph of somebody who looked very
like Captain Mainwaring.

When the Americans came into the War, they brought
with them traditional jazz - and jiving and jitter bugging.
Despite the outrageous difference in pay - the American
soldier was paid £3/8s/9d whilst the British soldier was
paid 14/-, which was very little considering beer was 1/3
a pint - the American soldiers were very popular with the
girls.

In 1942 Sir Arthur Harris took over the RAF and bombing
raids were launched on key German cities. The Lancaster
and Halifax bomber losses were heavy. We heard
Coming In On A Wing And A Prayer. (Tho' there's one
motor gone, we can still carry on).

Cinemas were very popular. A good seat cost 3/6 and it
was 6d for a bad seat. People went to see Ginger Rogers,
Fred Astaire and Betty Grable and hear the music of Glen
Miller.

As the War continued, the lyrics became more thoughtful
and serious: Vera Lynn singing That Lovely Weekend.(I
haven't said 'Thanks’ for that lovely weekend). The fears
and heartaches of those who missed their loved ones
were reflected in the song I Get Along Without You Very
Well (Except Sometimes).

Don ended his excellent presentation with Vera Lynn
singing Therell Be Bluebirds Over The White Cliffs Of
Dover. Sigi Goolden

Thur 14 May: Derek Legg - "The History of Bonfire in
Sussex”.

Chanting “Remember, Remember the 5% November,
Gunpowder Treason and Plot..." our speaker Derek Legg
emerged from the back of the hall resplendent in straw
boater and a wide-striped Guernsey sweater, his face
carefully painted in bold colours! An effigy of Guy
Fawkes complete with lantern and wick ready to light
leaned against the stage.

After completing the first verse of the rhyme our speaker
said that some of the Bonfire Societies used to add a
second anti-papal verse but this is rarely used in today’s
more enlightened times.

The tradition of ritual fires goes back to pre-Christian
times, and such customs have become subsumed into
Christian festivals like Halloween. The name bonfire is
thought to have originated from the burning of bones
although some think it might simply be bon feu! During
January in the Shetlands, originally a Danish possession,
the tradition of setting fire to long ships still continues.
In Lewes during the 1550s seventeen Sussex martyrs
were burnt at the stake and to this day in the



processions a designated seventeen people carry lighted
torches to commemorate this.

The origins of today’s bonfire celebrations lie in the
gunpowder plot. In 1605 a group of Catholics, angered
by the failure of James I to grant more religious
tolerance towards them, despite having a Catholic
mother, placed 36 kegs of gunpowder under the houses
of parliament. Their aim was to blow up the members
along with the king the following day. One of the
conspirators decided to warn his brother-in-law not to
attend parliament on that day. The latter, however,
showed the letter to Robert Cecil. The subsequent search
of the building found Guido Fawkes, who had been
designated to light the fuse, hiding overnight with the
gunpowder in the cellars. The rest is history and all the
plotters were executed. Guy Fawkes, as he became
known, was hung, drawn and quartered, not burnt at the
stake as many suppose! Celebrations to commemorate
the foiling of the plot were inaugurated the following
year and comprised the ringing of church bells followed
by a service on the 5% November and effigies were
carried in processions before being thrown onto a bonfire.

In 1779 in Lewes an attempt was made to curb these
celebrations but, after threats were made to burn their
houses, the councillors backed down. In these early days
squibs and the like were thrown about by unruly groups
of young men and there was a lot of noise. The army had
to be called out sometimes to quell rioting mobs. Back
in those times tar filled fire barrels were rolled down the
streets accompanied by all manner of riotous behaviour
and perpetrators were fined heavily or even sent to
prison. Barrel rolling still exists in a modified form in
Lewes and Fletching.

In 1842 marching bands were introduced and special
constables were sworn in to help control the mobs. On
one occasion a hundred members of the metropolitan
constabulary were brought down.

Mayfield village lays claim to be the oldest society with
bonfire celebrations dating back to the year 1557 when
four men were martyred there in the reign of Bloody
Mary. However, most bonfire societies began to be
formalised from the mid 19t Century and uniforms for
the bonfire boys were introduced. For example some
wore striped jerseys which made them look a bit like
sailors or painted their faces with patterns - originally to
disguise them from identification! But each society now
has its own costume which can be anything from
medieval robes to the dress of Aztecs or Native American
Indians with elaborate headdresses. Today costumes
.are sprayed with a fire retardant to make sure they are
as fire proof as possible.

From 1850 the Catholic Church re-introduced its full
hierarchy for the first time since Mary Tudor and effigies
of the pope started to appear alongside the political or
other newsworthy characters burnt on the bonfires.
However, Lewes is now the only town where this still
happens.

Each Bonfire Society has a procession on a Saturday in
the autumn finishing with Robertsbridge in late
November. Lewes is always on the 5™ November.
Although the majority of societies are town based, a few
are attached to pubs and are only ‘walking societies’.
Some societies have come and gone over the years:
Eastbourne for example gave up in the 60's when
somebody ran off with their funds! But when Lewes with
its three societies changed from a Town Council to a
Borough Council, the number swelled to seven although
one of those subsequently disappeared.

In 1980 the Ministry of Defence banned military bands
from taking part because of the bad publicity. More
recently the authorities tried to introduce a Code of
Practice outlawing under sixteen-year olds from carrying
flares but this was overruled! However, there is now a
Committee to oversee the health and safety aspect of
the bonfire societies and all fireworks have to be stored
in secure and fireproof locations.

These days money is raised throughout the year to fund
the fireworks, insurance and other expenses but money
collected on the night of the processions goes to
charities. The Cliffe Society in Lewes with a membership
of 1800 and a waiting list does not need to raise further
funds. Celebrations are rarely cancelled regardless of
the weather but one year typhoid stopped the event in
Lewes prompting the bonfire boys to march over to
Ringmer and join the procession there. In the early
years of the 20t century, Sussex County Council banned
the events: 130 police were on duty, the Riot Act was
read and many arrests made. However, after weeks of
fireworks being set off and windows broken around
town, the Council relented and the annual celebrations
resumed until the outbreak of the First World War.

It was noted that the bonfire society movement is now
centred mainly in East Sussex with a few societies in
Kent and Surrey, and a second group in the West
Country. However, Lewes currently with a total of seven
societies remains the most famous! Peta Hodges

Wed 10 Jun: Dr Annabelle Hughes - “"Mediaeval Houses
- and tracing their occupants”.

Dr Hughes began her talk by tracing the development of
the Weald from early geological times through the
Norman Conquest. William re-organised the
administrative structure into 6 Rapes, each under an
overlord [four of whom were his relations]. In
Domesday, the manors were listed under their home
farm but many had outliers elsewhere in the county,
providing resources - pasture, timber and stone.

Early records are largely church documents, as the
clergy formed the largest literate part of the community,
and the parish underpinned almost all aspects of daily
life - with responsibility from the 17 C - or earlier - for
roads, bridges and poor relief. As a result of the manorial
system of outliers, parishes often contained property
belonging to several manors.

Dr Hughes then explored the design and construction of
medieval houses in the Weald. Timber was a plentiful
source of construction material, having been managed
through coppicing from pre-Saxon times. As the timber
was cut, the larger trees were allowed to grow on for
building use. Master carpenters would have a framing
ground, where they would cut and joint the main timbers
for a house, then disassemble the frame and transport it
for re-erection at its required location.

Houses pre-1500 had open halls with smoke from the
fire rising to the roof and escaping through the thatch or
tiles; by 1600 - the post-medieval period - various
methods for smoke control were developed: a smoke
bay with no floor over the hall, then chimneys, which
allowed flooring to be inserted and one staircase to be
removed.

She then explained how she had traced the occupants of
one estate through many generations back to 1300,
drawing on wills and probate inventories surviving in the
archives at Canterbury and Chichester. Family trees
also showed that inheritance was often by the younger
son, a system known as ‘borough English’. Michael Harte
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AUNTIE WAINWRIGHT TURNS DETECTIVE

At the end of the Task Group meeting in August 2009 our chairman Michael Harte gleefully put on the table a rather
battered briefcase that had been handed to him a couple of days before, having been found on the local tip.

The contents were passed around and included two Navigator's Log Books [RAF Form 441], the Bomber Command
[Strike Hard Strike Sure] Check List for Navigators (Plotters) Vulcan Mk.2 and a 1973 Route Book Plotter - both these
labelled Restricted. There were also three pen and ink drawings of RAF planes from the 1960s and an aerial photo
of Mount Etna. Other items included an invitation to a wedding; the groom’s name was that on the front of the
briefcase, Flt Officer Alan J Turner. American tourist information, two 1960s American newspapers for Omaha
Nebraska and a copy of The Press and Journal [Late Moray & Nairn edition] of Friday February 23 1962 provided
other avenues for exploration, as did a Christmas card containing a photograph of Jim Turner, his wife and three
named daughters. Amusingly, there was a roneo’d critique on ‘No. 48 Advanced Navigator Course’ at RAF Stradishall
from October 1963 to January 1964. “The messing in the officers’ Mess is good although not outstanding. However,
the service, while an improvement on when we arrived, still leaves much to be desired.” “Sergeants’ Mess. Despite
the lack of anonymity, our one sergeant feels that a great disservice is done to the rations somewhere between the
ration store and the tables.” Finally - an invitation to the Automobile Association of Singapore Road Safety and
Courtesy Trial on Sunday November 28, 1965. The Picnic was to be held at Tanah Merah Youth Camp, Changi and

i

participants were required to choose between Muslim Curry Chicken with rice, a cold buffet or Chinese Food.

What was to be done with the case, who was the RAF
Officer and how on earth did it come to be thrown away?
Heather Woodward [our secretary] offered to take it
home with the idea, as she was going to Duxford a few
days later, that she might enquire whilst there as to its
owner and whether the contents were classified
information. In the event she decided against this
course of action. So, up came Auntie Wainwright.

I obtained the case from her and was very interested
with the wedding invitation since the church the couple
married at was in the hamlet where I stayed last year
when in Yorkshire undertaking my own family history
research. Also the address of the bride’s family was only
4 miles from where my cousin lives. I knew this area.

I first enquired of my cousin if she knew anyone these
days in Carleton (outskirts of Pontefract) whom she
could approach regarding the bride’s parents and/or
whether anyone knew the bride. Unfortunately this line
of enquiry drew a blank and she was not prepared to
ferret around on my behalf. We aren’t all curious
individuals who like to sort out a mystery, it seems.

One newspaper was Scottish and after a long time I
found an entry dated 23/2/1962 which recorded a
Diamond Wedding celebration for someone of the same
surname as the bride’s family. Nothing more jumped
out from this edition.

Searching the local telephone directory brought up a few
Turners all of whom one or other of us knew a bit about,
none were ex-RAF of the right age. Had the briefcase
been deliberately thrown away? We thought not

because of its contents; had there been a burglary and
nothing of import was found in it (financial); had there
been a house clearance and it was just dumped?

None of this was getting us very far. I decided to search
online and get a copy of the marriage certificate to see
where Alan Turner lived at the time of his marriage. One
suggestion was that he could have been an American
given the newspapers and very obvious US style
Christmas card and photograph. I doubted this line of
thought as interesting as it was.

After waiting 8 days the certificate arrived and F/O
Turner was with the RAF but gave his home address as
Crayford, near Dartford, Kent. His father appeared to be
a UK resident. The witnesses included two with the
surname Turner, one of whom was his father, and one
was the bride’s father.

I researched the bride’s father and found he was an
analytical chemist; the rest of the information on him did
not lead me much further. They no longer resided at the
address on the invitation, but that was 40 years ago!

Then I found an Al Turner born in the Dartford registry
district at the right time so was fairly sure this was the
family and area of the groom’s home.

Where next? Ithought I would explore the church where
they married. Yes, it was still in existence but I then felt
I should see if there was a church at Carleton, the bride’s
home community. My thoughts had turned as to
whether if I could contact a vicar; if there was one for
Carleton, he could enquire of any elderly parishioner
whether they had knowledge of the MacLean family at
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the address I had for them in 1967. Also if they knew
anything of the daughter and her new husband.

Strangely, it took longer searching for this information,
first to see if there was a Carleton Church and then to
find my away around the diocesan website for Wakefield,
for the name of the clergyman and an address, than any
other part of this research.

I duly wrote to the Rev. Sheila Stacey and a day later
she telephoned me saying my letter had interested her
and she called upon the couple who lived next door to
the MacLean family all those years back and was able to
report the following.

Both Mr and Mrs MacLean had died. They knew Sheila,
the bride and her sibling whom they thought they could
locate should that be needed. The Rev. Stacey said they
knew that Alan Turner was a navigator on the Vulcan
Bombers and based at Scampton, so everything was
tying in nicely. However, the main piece of information
they imparted was, on leaving the RAF, Alan Turner went
into the church.

My contact, on getting home, immediately looked for his
name in her Crockford directory and found two such
names, but one had the same STD code as I do. What
she then said was the Rev. A.J. Turner, who had the
right(ish) year of birth entered , was the vicar of FRANT
Church!

She gave me his telephone number and added she had
tried ringing him and had left a message, but thought it
was probable he was on holiday. I said I would try in a
couple of days but in the event could not wait that long!

I got the same recording but rang the churchwarden
whose number was given in the message. The next bit
you couldn’t do if you tried. The Rev. Turner had retired
on the 4th August, the day before I wrote to the vicar in
Carleton, and here I was trying to make contact with him
5 days after he had left to live, would you believe it, in
North Yorkshire. I had gone full circle.

I was given his new address and wrote to him; the
following day he telephoned me. I have to say he was
casual in the extreme throughout our conversation; it
transpired that he had thrown the briefcase away but
admitted he should not have left his name on the front
of it. He was surprised to learn that his wedding
invitation was inside, said he had no idea what the
newspapers related to and didn't know who the Turner
family were in the photograph.

I pressed him further on this photograph, giving all the
names shown on it, and saying the papers were from
Omaha, Nebraska. He responded with the comment that
he was in Omaha with the RAF for a while and probably
met this man at that time. The fact they had the same
surname did not elicit any further comment.

Saying how concerned we were that the bound flight
maps on the front said “Restricted” I was told they
meant nothing nowadays.

He wanted to know why, and how, we came to be in
possession of the briefcase and in particular why anyone
would want to go to so much trouble to find the owner.
Whilst I never said this to him, I can say here that this
case should not have been put on the tip. If the contents
were, as he said, now “unrestricted", they should have
been burnt or returned to the RAF.

We parted on amicable terms and he said he would be
keeping my letter as it was rather amusing to him!
Rachel Ring

Shovers Green Chapel
Robin Head

Wk CHARVE ME FTNEE. Fasiew R faey

In 1809, Jacob Martell, decided that his beliefs were in
conflict with those of his Heathfield fraternity and in
1810 founded a Strict and Particular Baptist Church at
Burwash.

This obviously flourished as the minutes of a meeting on
26t November 1815 contains the following statement
relating to twenty-four of its attendees:-

“These presents from the Church of Christ at Burwash
sendeth greeting, to show that we most cordially comply
with the request of the members that they should be
dismissed from this church for the purpose of forming
themselves into a Baptist Church in the hamlet of
Shovers Green. Accordingly they were dismissed with
the full approbation of the remaining members in love;
praying that they may constantly enjoy the favor of our
Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we bid them
“Godspeed”.

Signed: William Thompson. William Waghorn. William
Mepham.

The first meetings were held somewhere in the Shovers
Green area, possibly in a building on the Whiligh Estate.

A formal corporate church body was set up on 5th March
1816:

“Brother Gates of Sandhurst read over the Declaration
of Faith, and asked the persons to signify at the end of
each article, which they did by holding up their right
hands; the following were the persons (22) who gave
their cordial consent to them.

Henry Kemp Mrs. Kemp
Richard Hooker Mrs. Hooker
William Funnell Mrs. Funnell

John Weeks Mrs. Weeks

Issac Hoadly Mrs. Brooks
William Weeks Mrs. Weeks
Samuel Weeks Miss Rebecca Catt
Thomas Worsley Mrs. Worsley

William Rabson Miss Eliz. Wakelin
John Tueson Mrs Richardson

George Down George Slade

(It was noted that John Shoesmith and his wife returned
back to Burwash)

Initially the ministry was conducted by Brother Kemp
and Brother Hooker.

Nathaniel Tidd was invited from Chatham to preach and
eight months later on 6% November 1816 he was
ordained as Pastor. Within two weeks of his Ordination
“Long Field” (50ft x 30ft) was purchased for 10s
(shillings) from Messrs. Stevenson & Dann.
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The minutes of the Church record on 16" November
1816:-

“The church met.... and unanimously agreed that Br.
Kemp should build a Meeting of Timber, with a Gallery
and Vestry, and a room over it for a study for the
Minister.”

It would appear from various notes that the
congregation had great difficulty in paying for the
building:-

20t Apr 1817 - Mr. Kemp's accounts were read - the
Chapel is very much in Arrears.

gth Jun 1817 - Br. Worsley and Br. Rabson to visit Br.
Kemp to inquire into the reasons of his pouring contempt
upon the Church.

10th Sept.1817 - Mr. Kemp still manifesting his hostile
spirit and treating us with contempt; he was excluded
from the Meeting.

19t Jan 1818 - Met and discussed the following
question: - “When we may hear the word of God to profit.”

20th Oct 1818 - read a letter from Mr. Kemp’s Solicitor
saying that unless the sum of £162.9.0 outstanding is
paid an action for its recovery will be commenced
against this Chapel.

26th Nov 1818 - Brs Hooker and Worsley went to
Maidstone and paid Mr. Kemp’s lawyer, without the
expense of interest or the Lawyer’s letter. (Thus the Lord
appeared for us and delivered us from the hands of our
enemies).

(No clue as to the source of the monies)

The Chapel was formally opened on 18t June 1817 with
a note that the collection was £21.0.3. of which £12.15.0
“went towards defraying the debt”.

The total construction costs are unknown but Mr. Kemp
(Carpenter) was paid £310.

Mr. Mason (Bricklayer) £30, Mr. Tully (Bricklayer) £60,
Mr. Sturt (Glazier) £15.

A note in the Minutes for December 1817 allows for
insurance of the Building in the amount of £400.

Nathaniel Tidd remained Pastor until August 1822 when
he moved to "The Pump Pail” Chapel at Croydon. He was
succeeded by George Down, believed to be a local man,
who remained until his death on 17th Mar 1837.

The Chapel continued without a permanent Pastor and
extracts from the minutes would seem to show some
problems:-

5th Aug 1838 - William Pope, Jesse Kitchenham and

' Stephen Tester had to be excluded “as disorderly

members”.

S5th Nov 1840 - John Waghorne was excluded “for
dishonesty and immoral conduct”.

Then on the 13th May 1843, James Jones of Brabourne
was appointed.

The minutes of the following years speak of “large and
contented congregations” and of “his good and varied
works”.

He stayed for a total of 45 years until his death on 1%
May 1888 aged 79.

His funeral was attended by over 300 people and the
shops in Wadhurst closed as a mark of respect.

The Chapel itself underwent some alteration in 1876,
including the replacement of the original timbers with
brick, a new roof, an extension to the west side and new
pEewS.

The last “permanent” Pastor appears to have been Alfred
Boorman (1893 to 1901).

The Centenary was marked by a special day long service
on 27t June 1917. Presided over by Pastors Boorman,
(morning) Weeks (afternoon) and Kemp (evening).

Tea being “provided for 200 people”, with a note in the
minutes *We hope the day will not close without profit”.

The minute books show that George Nicholls of Ticehurst
presided over the majority of meetings both secular and
sacred from 1901 up until 30% June 1944 when “through
age and infirmity” he felt the time had come to “resign
the correspondence”.

During his time Ministers had been engaged at monthly
intervals but he had been referred to as “our Senior
Deacon”.

The last recorded regular preacher was a Mr. Honeysett
of Tenterden who continued until the Chapel was closed
and sold in the 1970’s. Robin Head

Sources:-

(NB/16) Chapel Minute Books at ESRO

The Strict Baptist Chapels of England (Vol. II)
R.F. Chambers. (1953)

Sussex Genealogist Vol. 3 no 2.(1981)

A Brief Memoir of James Jones 45 yrs Pastor of the Strict
Baptist Chapel at Shovers Green (1889).

The Hymn Tune “Wadhurst” Now Recorded

In my account of the years that the composer Sir
Michael Tippett spent at Tidebrook Manor and of how he
came to write his hymn tune “Wadhurst” (Newsletter no
13, January 2007), I stated that this hymn (“Unto the
Hills”) was one of the few works by Tippett that had not
been recorded. This has now been rectified and, since
the article was written, the first CD recording of the work
has appeared. It was made by the BBC Singers
conducted by Stephen Cleobury with Iain Farrington
accompanying on the organ of the Temple Church in
London. The recording was made by Signum Classics
and the CD has been issued under the title “Choral
Images” (catalogue number SIGCD092).

The CD contains over an hour of music and, in addition
to “Unto The Hills”, it contains many other short choral
works of Tippett, including the Evening Canticles he
wrote for St John's College, Cambridge, the five
spirituals from the oratorio "A Child of Our Time"” and
some folksong settings he made during his time at
Tidebrook. For those who may be curious to hear “our”
hymn but are reluctant to invest in the entire CD, it is
possible to download the 3’ 46" hymn track alone from
www.eclassical.com at a very modest cost ($0.49).

Arthur Dewar
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Note from the Editor

The November newsletter should be available at the meeting
on Nov 11. Articles and material for inclusion should be
given to any Committee member, or to The Editor at
Greenman Farm, Wadhurst TN5 6LE or you can e-mail
whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 30 Oct please.

Some titbits from Robin Head

Lloyds Weekly London Newspaper Nov 13 1839

The Encounter with the bull took place in 1859 not 1839
as reported in NL20; spotted by Neil Rose, whose sudden
death has deprived us all of a friend and a fanatical
eagle-eyed railway expert. A typo by the editor I fear.

Annual General Meeting

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 9 December and all
the necessary material for it will be included in the
November newsletter. If anyone has any motion for
debate, or would be interested in joining the Committee
(as there are vacancies - not least through the departure
of Heather Woodward as our Secretary [though she is
willing to remain as a Trustee so we shall continue to
benefit from her wise advice]), should contact the
Chairman or any other Committee member before the
end of October.

Brewing in Wadhurst [cont]

Beer is made from malt, and malt was not made in the
smaller breweries but in the maltings, mostly situated in
the barley growing country of East Anglia or in favoured
areas of North Kent. The maltsters may have had their
own transport, collecting return loads of spent grains (a
valuable cattle feed), or using the railway - Wadhurst
Station opened in 1851. Hops, which contributed
flavour and a preservative quality, were widely grown
around Wadhurst: Shoesmiths, Ladymeads, Foxhole,
Lower Cousley Wood and the Whiligh Estate farms, to
name but a few. Little of the by-products of brewing was
wasted. Besides brewers' grains, spent hops were used by
gardeners as a soil conditioner and even the yeast, after the
best was taken off after fermentation and used for the next
brew, was pressed and sold to the manufacturers of
vegetable extracts, "Marmite" for example.

Gregory died at the age of 78 in 1907. Mary carried on
the business with Walter and George until she died at 89
in 1912, when brewing ceased. Frank, the youngest son,
died in 1906 at the early age of 40; his widow Alice lived on
for 50 years, dying in 1956 at 78. George became landlord
of the "Balaclava" until 1934. Another Gregory,
grandson of the founder, went to brew at Tooth and Sons
at Cambridge, (a coincidence no doubt, but there was an
Edward Tooth, farmer and coal merchant in Wadhurst in
the 1890s). Subsequently, Gregory became brewer
with the Aldeburgh Brewery in 1907. He remained
there until 1924 apart from six years in the army during the
First World War. When Aldeburgh was bought by Adnams
of Southwold, Gregory became 2nd brewer until his
retirement at 77 in 1966.

Following Mary's death, the brewery was auctioned on April
25t 1913 by Wickendens of Tunbridge Wells. The
purchaser was Obadiah T. Corke, a prominent Wadhurst

figure, who in 1881 had established a large
grocers/drapers in St. James's Square (now
Threshers), where he employed 8 assistants. In 1901,

his son Harry took over, but in 1913 Obadiah came out of
retirement, foreseeing a possible use for the brewery in
"war work". What this was has not yet been established.
At some later date, all the buildings were dismantled,
except "Brewery Coftage". Now, part of the site is covered
by the appropriately named "Holmsdale Close" (the middle
"e" omitted). So, over one hundred years have passed
since Wright & Sons of Wadhurst thrived on the villagers'
thirst, a thirst quenched in twice the number of pubs and

inns that survive today. But present day Wadhurst
supports four retail outlets for wine, beer and spirits!

CUBCATIN, WADNURST

This card, posted in 1944, shows Brewery Cottage behind the telegraph pole.

While Gregory was founding Holmesdale Brewery, who else
who was also on the scene in Wadhurst may have had
dealings with him? A saddler and harness maker, Samuel
Boorman. Edward Hammond, cooper. Hop farmer, John
Newington; the Newington family had many branches -
Clock and Watchmakers, Tobacconists, and General Stores.

Gregory's and Mary's obituaries in the Kent & Sussex Courier
recorded the sympathy and respect of the principal
mourners, family names recurring throughout Wadhurst
annals; Collard, Boorman, Shaw and Hemsley, Lawrence,
Bartholomew, Baldwin, and of course the Newingtons, who
were related by marriage to the Wrights, as were the
Collards, Lawrences and Hemsleys.

It is hoped that further research will add to our knowledge
of a highly esteemed Wadhurst couple and their family,
whose memorial inspired this article. Michael Berks

References:

Archives "Kent & Sussex Courier".
B. Meredith Brown (1948) "The Brewer's Art",
The Naldrett Press (for Whitbreads).
Wadhurst History Society (2005) "Victorian Wadhurst",
Greenman Enterprise.
Also, with thanks for their insight into the brewer's craft,
Len Bishop and Ron Lewis.

Visit our website - www.wadhurst.info/whs
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