This acquisition came from Edenbridge as a house was being cleared - it will be on display in the Commemoration
hall at our meetings. A colour lithograph from the Ancient Order of Foresters Friendly Society, it certifies “that Bro
William Walter Winch was duly admitted a Member of the Order in Court No. 4267 on the 315t day of April in the year
1910” and signed by William George Benge Chief Ranger, Joseph Smith Sub Chief Ranger and Frank Boorman
Secretary. There is some research to be done here one day.

With the Certificate came a copy of the Wadhurst Parish - , S ———
magazine for November 1911; this records the marriage of . et T PRI
William Walter Winch and Alice Norman on Sep 30; it also : . s o
records the marriage on Oct 21 of John Biddlecombe Hayward
and Sarah Norman [perhaps Alice’s sister?] and on Oct 7 the
marriage of Alfred Pooley and Helena Daisy Smith [perhaps
connected to the Sub Chief ranger?]. And to complete the
picture, on Sep 29 the baptisms are recorded of Alfred, Henry,
George, Caroline and Lily Florence Pooley and of Helena Daisy
Smith: a real ‘Darling Buds of May’ event by the look of it.
There’s some work here for our family historians.

But for starters: William Winch occurs in the 1901 census as a
13 year old at Beals Barn with his family: father Thomas aged
47 agricultural labourer, his mother Mary aged 50, his elder
brother, James aged 18, assistant stockman on the farm, and
sister Eliza aged 15. None were born in Wadhurst.

The Pooley family lived, in 1891, in 12 Woods Green Cotts,
moving to no. 11 by 1901. They were a large family: James,
aged 45 in 1901, the father, a carpenter; his wife Elizabeth
aged 45; children: Alfred [15], Fanny [14], Henry [12], Horace
[11], George [8], Alice [7], Caroline [5], Newton [4] and Lily
Florence [11 months]. By 1901 the three eldest children, Ada
[23], Fanny [21] and Emily [20] had left home. Why were
only four of the children at home in 1901 baptised in 19117

Incidentally, this Horace Pooley was not the Horace Pooley of the Royal Fusiliers, who died on 11 Mar 1919 and is
buried in the Parish churchyard; he was the son of the domestic gardener at Olives in 1901.

The same parish magazine also records the marriage of Arthur Lavender and Annie Maud Cheesman on 18 Oct. And
the burial of Robert Barlow Gardiner, presumably a descendant of the Revd. Robert Barlow Gardiner, vicar from 1818
to 1846.
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Geoff Mead - “The Industrial History of Sussex”
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Lady Teviot - “Being Ill in the Nineteenth Century”
Don Dray - “Sounds and Songs of World War Two"
Derek Legg - “The History of Bonfire in Sussex”
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Dr Ian Beavis - “David Salomons - Inventor and

Mike Goolden - “Early Man in Sussex and Kent -

Chairman Michael Harte
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Secretary Heather Woodward
01892 783 212
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Meetings and Events Reports

Wednesday 9t July: Judith Kinnison-Burke:
The Tenterden Union Workhouse.

Judith presented a fascinating talk dressed in workhouse
uniform, with boater, and impersonating Dorothy Drury
who had been born in the Tenterden Workhouse in 1905.
She lived for 99 vyears, dying in Bowles House,
Hawkhurst, and having a memorial service in Cranbrook
Church to celebrate what would have been her 100t
birthday. The talk centred on her early life, the
workhouse years. Dorothy had given her story when
she was in her 80’s, and it was published as “The
Workhouse in the Weald”, with Judith subsequently
going with Dorothy to re-visit places in her life and
elaborating on her experiences.

Dorothy’s great grandparents had been tenant farmers
north of Tenterden, and had declined to have their
daughter back home when she returned from being a
housekeeper after the householder died, leaving her
with three children. She entered the workhouse, where
breakfast and supper consisted of bread, margarine and
tea, and the only hot meal was at lunch time, where the
people worked in the canteen, laundry or infirmary, and
where the sexes were segregated and families were
allowed to be together only at week-ends.

At times Dorothy’'s mother was called back to help on
the family’s smallholding, where at haymaking her fancy
turned to the landlord’s nephew. He was sent to
Rhodesia; she duly produced Dorothy. Childhood
memories included the metal potty after porridge, and
being “boarded out” as a 4 year old. At Tenterden
School she was nicknamed “the workhouse brat” and
she had no friends, a first visit to tea being also the last
when the family discovered her origins.

As a fourteen year old she was sent to Maidstone where
she trained for domestic service and enjoyed her first
post at an Eastbourne guest house, where she received
£13 a year, together with a shilling from time to time for
her gardening. Her hours were 6.30 a.m. until 9 p.m.
However, she had the company of five others, and blew
her first pay packet on a flight in a flying boat.

Dorothy had no control over her life, however, and was
intercepted by the matron during a visit to the “aunty
and uncle” with whom she had boarded earlier, and she
was required to return to the workhouse for “running
away”. Further grim placements followed until she
broke under the strain and spent time in the infirmary.
After a review by the Board of Guardians she survived
an attempt to have her certified, as her mother had
been, which would have placed her in the control of the
workhouse for life. Having avoided the declaration of
being “feeble minded” she worked as a farm servant
until at age 21 she could control her own life. She set
herself up looking after children on a farm elsewhere,
soon married Sid Hatcher, and was able to put the arid
workhouse years behind her.

Judith answered the many subsequent questions which
her talk had inspired. The workhouse accommodated
up to 250, but numbers varied. During the First World
War 120 were sent from London. It closed in 1929 and
the site is now clear. It had been created after the 1834
Poor Law. Members expressed their appreciation of a
delightful evening which had highlighted the grimness of
the years before the welfare state. David James

Sunday 10t August: Summer barbecue sadly
canceled as there was insufficient support. Our thanks
to William and Phyllida de Salis for agreeing to host it.



Thursday 18th September: Richard Filmer: Traditional
Crafts and Trades of Kent and East Sussex.

The traditional crafts and trades of East Sussex and Kent
were mainly based on the abundance of wood. We still
see the coppicing of chestnut trees, known as the
underwood, leaving the oaks to mature. One great need
for oak was the building of ships such as HMS Victory,
which required 10,000 trees, 60 acres of woodland. The
keel was elm.

The tools used for coppicing were also locally made, as
they had been for hundreds of years. It is only recently
that chain saws have arrived.

CHESTNUT is the most abundant tree, needed for its nuts
and its wood. It has two advantages:

1: The ability to coppice. The tree is cut down to ground
level but after only a few weeks new shoots are emerging
from the base. It is quick growing. A height of 8' 4" in
one season has been recorded. The new growth is ready
for cutting after 10 - 12 years. In this way the woods can
be sustained for hundreds of years. There is an ash
coppice in Sussex known to be about 2000 years old. As
unmanaged trees they would have died after 50 years.

2: The wood can be cleaved. An expert cleaver can
rapidly split the wood into pales using a dole axe, a
cudgel and a tripod arrangement. Bundles of pales are
transported away to be made into hurdles, fences and
gates that are weather-resistant. We saw photos of
hurdles forming sheep-pens in a market and on Romney
Marsh they were thatched to provide shelter from the
wind during lambing. The EU have now declared them
‘'unhygienic'!l Millions of pales were produced each year,
some going as far as Scotland for snow-fencing.

SILVER BIRCH can also be coppiced and cleaved but it
does not weather. Logs of silver birch were used by the
woodmen as a block when sharpening the ends of pales.
The resulting spiral block ended up as a remarkable
sculpture!

ASH is a light, springy wood that resists impact. Like
silver birch, it can be coppiced and cleaved and does not
weather. It was in demand for hay rakes that were
designed to make hay raking as easy as possible. Being
light and springy, ashwood was used for hop scuppets,
malt shovels and other scoops used to move bulky,
lightweight objects.

Nothing was wasted. Toppings were used as the base of
haystacks, animal bedding, fuel etc. There are still a few
ash coppices in Sussex.

HAZEL is whippy and fibrous. It was ideal for splitting and
weaving as wattle. Long spars could be twisted and tied
in knots. In this area, abundant with straw and mud,
houses were built of wattle and daub with the thatch on
the roof held in place by hazel spars. A photo of a row of
circular thatched haystacks showed the care and skill
used in their construction.

FRUIT. The apple, plum and cherry trees were tall
requiring special long ladders with splayed feet. The
ladder industry used spruce and chestnut for their
construction.

WILLOW was used to weave the baskets to carry the
fruit. Willow is not coppiced but pollarded. The tree is
beheaded at a height of six feet causing many new
shoots to sprout. The next year the young shoots,
several feet tall, are harvested for basket weaving so
that the tree starts to produce a new set of shoots.
Pollarding the same trees can continue for hundreds of
years though, left to themselves, they would die after 50
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years. There was a photo of a lorry piled high with a
variety of baskets, all made by one man, and all the
baskets of exact size depending on use. He must have
worked fast! At the old Covent Garden porters carried
upto ten round baskets balanced on their heads.

There was a demand for casks of all shapes and sizes.
As hops, soil and water were all suitable for brewing,
casks of 36 gallons, called barrels, were constructed.
The coopers, without any mathematical assistance,
produced the watertight barrels with exactly the right
shape and volume and without using any glue or nails.
There were many other casks such as hogsheads for a
large variety of goods including oysters, cement,
cheese, gunpowder and vinegar. The great advantage of
a cask was the ease with which it could be rolled into
place.

Charcoal burning went on everywhere. Branches had to
be 3' 3" long. Why? Because that is the length his father
used! There was a photo of a large straw-covered
smoking heap that needed to be tended for a full 5 days
in case the wind changed or sparks flew out.

The trunks of the oak, either straight or curved, weighed
many tons. It took several men to drive four strong
horses through the mud to drag a wagon out to the road
and on to the sawmill. If the wheels were wide the job
was easier and less damage was done to the road. A
photo showed the enormous effort required to shift the
wagon.

The wagon wheels were made of wood. The central hub
was made of the then plentiful elm that weathers well.
More importantly, elm has a cross-grained fibre so that
it does not split when all the holes are made for the
spokes to be inserted. The spokes had to be strong and
were of oak, while the rim needed to be springy and
might be of ash or beech. The tyre was iron and had to
be red hot before being applied to the wheel. Within two
and a half seconds the tyre had to be sledge-hammered
into place before water was poured to stop the whole
thing going up in flames. To fit a wide, heavy 3-inch tyre
in such a short time was a very tricky business. The
blacksmith knew just how big to make a tyre so that
when it contracted on cooling it neither was too loose
and fell off nor was too tight and crushed the wheel. The
Royal Carriages at Buckingham Palace Mews are still of
this type and occasionally need renewing. Just mind the
gold-leaf decoration!

In Kent and Sussex there are still many timber-framed
buildings of oak, many of which have been restored or
even over-restored (and spoiled).

The bark of the Wealden oak is noted for its high content
of tannin and this, together with the local chalk for lime,
gave rise to the tanning industry that flourished until the
1950s. Leather then went completely out of fashion. Mr.
Greenstreet in Dover still carried on making the best
leather boots for the military and the hunting fraternity,
using a deer bone to apply the final burnish. In his 80s,
he still had enough orders to keep him occupied for a
further 23 years!

In the last few minutes we saw photos of skilled work-
men making cricket balls exactly the correct size, shape
and weight, quite a lengthy process. There was a vat-
man making paper. And finally there were stilt-walkers
either putting up strings for beans or hops, or pruning
tall fruit trees. It is much quicker to walk around on stilts
than run up and down ladders hundreds of times a day.

This was an excellent talk with some wonderful old
photographs. Not only did it describe how the work was
done but it also made us appreciate the skills required



to run a successful business. Joan Grace

Thursday 9t October: Robin Hodgkinson & Trisha
McLaughlin: ‘Roman Administration of the Wealden Iron
Industry’. Before introducing the speakers the Chairman
Michael Harte announced the death of our much loved
long time member and distinguished writer Oliver
Mason; a one minute silence in memory of Oliver was
then held.

Robin Hodgkinson told us that the present Bardown
research started in 2006 with the intention of drawing
archaeologists back to the area. Existing knowledge tells
us that Julius Caesar knew that there was iron in the
Weald before he invaded in 55BC. When, after their
initial invasion, the Romans came back in 43 AD, the
two principal centres for the mining of iron ore in this
area were Beauport Park near Hastings and Bardown
near Stonegate, the latter was the smaller of the two.
None the less the Bardown complex extended over 6
square miles.

In 1909 Gillian O'Dell commenced her work on Bardown
and the first history appeared in 1915. In the 1960s Dr
Henry Claire worked for 10 years in periods of 2 and 3
weeks discovering amongst much else that there had
been 7 satellite sites of which Holbeam Wood and
Coalpit Wood have turned up the most information so
far. Evidence of no less than 12 furnaces have been
discovered at Holbeam Wood alone. Since Dr Claire's
work 2 further satellite sites have been found. The
possible routes in and out of the Bardown site, on which
the supplies and the iron ore were transported, is one of
the areas being researched. But one route particularly
which runs close to Cottenden then to Myskyns Farm,
and so down Sheepstreet to the navigable river Rother
at Etchingham, seems probable. Slag was the residue of
iron production, (at the ratio of one unit of iron to
twenty of slag); this was then often used for the
underpinning of the tracks, so enabling movement
through the mud and clay, particularly during winter.
Interestingly no sign of a Roman villa has been found,
possibly because the area was designated an Imperial
Estate by the Romans, so permitting very few to intrude
into the Weald and discouraging any such building.
There are signs that there was a bath house at Bardown
and further excavation could confirm this. Much detailed
excavation remains to be completed; some of the more
interesting artefacts, including Roman Pottery, have
come to the surface through badger diggings! In all a
large quantity of pottery has been amassed, but the
most exciting find so far has been a bronze medallion
struck in about 140 AD showing the heads of Minerva,
Jupiter and Juno. This was the first of its type to be
found in this country and only three others have been
" found worldwide.

The area has very many pit diggings for iron ore. They
have proved very difficult to date but commence in the
Roman period through Medieval as far as the 18th
century. An indication of the Roman pit diggings is that
they take a keyhole shape rather than round or oval.

The talk opened our eyes to the interesting and exciting
possibility of undiscovered finds, up to two thousand
years old, right on our doorstep. Robin Hodgkinson
threw out the suggestion that he might be asking for
local volunteers to help with digs. We look forward to
hearing more from Robin and Trisha as their research
continues. Incidentally there is a quantity of very fine
Samian Ware from the Bardown site on view at the
Tunbridge Wells museum (part of the library).

Martin Turner

What was lost - is found

The last Newsletter reported the acquisition - and
subsequent disappearance - of an example of the
cigarette case, presented to Wadhurst servicemen after
the First World War; it has now re-appeared!| Although
it is not the only one in Wadhurst, it is good to have one
in the possession of the Society.

It was bought on eBay, a great source of local material-
see next page! We have, unfortunately, no idea who
was the original recipient of this cigarette case.

Also on eBay was the petrol-fueled Beney cigarette
lighter presented to someone from Wadhurst, who
served in the Second World War. This fetched a silly
price - so we did not acquire it for the Society!

Our received

Today,

also

service
certificates, thanking them for their service.
neither gift would be deemed suitable - on health
grounds for the cigarette case and on ‘elf and safety’
grounds for the petrol-fueled lighter!

returning personnel

You can read more about the local celebrations in our
latest publication ‘Wadhurst in the Second World War -
Life in a Wealden Market Town 1939 - 1945’, now
available at Society meetings and in local book sellers:
price £12 - a bargain for 320 pages and 125 illustrations,
with a comprehensive index.
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Some other acquisitions

eBay has also been the source of several postcards of the local area. There was also an interesting one of Durgates
in 1904, showing not only the horse-drawn milk float outside the village store but also a motorcycle with sidecar,
parked opposite; this sold for the lunatic price of £52 - and this was in the early stages of the current economic crisis!

WADHURST CITURCH (KONTH S10E
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This card, postmarked Wadhurst 20 Aug 1910, shows the church before the organ was moved and with oil lighting.
The card was sent to Miss W A Ladds at The Old Hall, Bolingbroke, nr Spilsby, Lancs; the text reads:

“Thank you for the postcard which I received this morning. When we lived in Wadhurst we used to go to this church;

2nd pew from the front, near the pulpit; your great grandfather sat in the end seat (near pulpit); your grandfather
preached here once. With love from Aunt Martha”

Wadhurz! Charch

The third church card, postmarked Lamberhurst 29 July 1904, shows a different arrangement of the paths to that
which we use today. It was sent from Lily to Miss Fuller at 4 Cadogan Gardens, London SW and reads:

“Daisy Lodge very many thanks for parcel & good wishes. I go to my new place today. Hoping you are well. We are
all well. Love from all.”
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Three more postcards
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A Photochrome card, postmarked Wadhurst Station Road 8.45PM 6 May no year but Edward VII Vad postage stamp,
showing Gadd’s garage - and no pavement on the right; don't tell the Gardeners about the contents of the road
surface! Aggie writes to Mrs Greenwood at 4 Hill Street, Tunbridge Wells: “Dear M, Arrived back base at 10 o’clock.
Have not heard yet when they come home. Love Aggie”

This card, from Rosemary Pope, was produced for W H Newington, running the stores at Bayham Prospect in the
1930s. How the trees have grown ....

And this card, published under King George VI for R. Perrem Durgates Post Office, sent to Anthony Mercer, Little

Orchard, Box Lane, Boxmoor, Herts, simply reads “From Master Christopher Morley, Puxty, Woods Green, Wadhurst,
Sussex.

When other opportunities arise, the Society will be seeking to acquire similar material. There is the Little Wadhurst
Farm pig match case, which we do possess; there are also several fairings - white porcelain ornaments of all sorts
- with the parish crest and Wadhurst painted on them: a white harp just went on eBay for more than made sense!
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Fire!! Fire!!
The Parish Magazine for November 1911, mentioned on page 141, also carried the following report:

The Fire.

About 5.30. on the afternoon of October 20, like an electric shock through the quiet village, ran the ominous cry
“The Church is on fire!”

Men, women and children dropping their work, leaving their play or rising hastily from their unfinished tea, ran
breathless through the falling twilight to the churchyard.

Already help was there. A few of our brave folk, heedless of smothering smoke and lurid flame, were battling with
the enemy and flinging the contents of the burning vestry out into the open. The fire flickered redly at the windows
fanned by the gusty wind that drove through the broken panes. The naked branches of the trees stood black against
the glare. “Water ! pails ! water !" was the cry; and many ready hands and stout hearts responded with a will. All
classes and all creeds joined in a strenuous effort to save the Mother Church that for so many generations has stood
a very guardian in our midst; its graceful weather-stained spire pointing us to heaven, and the sweet bells calling
us to worship across the Weald; the Church, before whose altar our forefathers have plighted their troth, at whose
font our little ones have been received into the fold, and under whose peaceful shadow so many of our loved ones
sleep until the day break!

But now, led by their captain (and twenty strong) comes the gallant Wadhurst Fire Brigade. The great nozzle of the
hose pours a solid stream into the red raging heart of the furnace. "Thank God for the water!” cries a pale woman
with clasped hands, and the exclamation finds an echo in every breast.

The struggle between the two mighty elements is fierce but brief, the smoke rolls in heavy masses from doors and
windows; a licking flame writhes out like the head of a snake, but is beaten back. Sullenly the fire loosens its grip
of the sacred building and sinks into blackened ashes. The Church is saved!

On the following Sunday references to the fire were made by the Vicar from the pulpit at the morning and evening
services. In the course of his remarks the preacher said, “While our first duty is to thank Almighty God, our second
duty is to thank those good friends who worked with such untiring energy and courage to get the flames under. I
mention no names. I thank, them all, from the one or two, who for those first agonizing minutes (that must have
seemed like hours), with cool heads and strong arms fought the flames single-handed, and the men, women and
children who did what they could by giving the alarm and carrying pails of water - from these to the captain and
members of the Local Fire Brigade, who arrived in incredibly quick time and worked magnificently - I thank them,
one and all, for what they have done. . ..

We still, in God's providence, have our old Parish Church. Let us then love it more dearly, use it more frequently
and regularly, and serve it more faithfully by every means in our power, than we have done in the past.”

Another Research Project

The Mayfield History Society has been working with a translator, Bridgett Jones, to explore some of the medieval
documents relating to Mayfield’s past. We have now joined them in a project to transcribe and translate some of
the court rolls of the Bivelham estate from the 15th century, which are in the British Library and held on microfilm in
ESRO. Since the estate covers parts of both parishes, the results should prove enlightening and allow us as a Society
to explore an earlier part of our history than we have attacked to date.

As an example of the type of information that may become available, the following is part of the accounts of the
Lambeth Palace account rolls, which Bridgett has already transcribed and translated for the Mayfield Society:

ED 698 Account of the vendor of grain to the rectory 1424-1425

Compotus Johannis Wayner venditoris bladorum ibidem a Account of John Wayner seller of grains there from the feast
festo Sancti Michaelis regni regis Henrici V1 iij usque festo of Michaelmas in the 3 year of king Henry V1's reign to the
Sancti Michaelis proximum sequens anno regni regis Henrici feast of Michaelmas next following in the 4™ year of the
predicti iiijto aforesaid king Henry's reign

fignoring the latin]

New rents And of 53s 7d half a farthing from an increment of rent of assise of divers assarts of divers tenants of the lord and of
35s 6d halfpenny of new rents of divers assarts handed over on divers occasions to the lord's tenants, the particulars of which
are clearly shown in the account of the first year of king Henry V1's reign (Sept. 1423-1424) and of 4d for Clement Martyn's new
rent for 1 acre of waste land lying between the road which leads from Wadhurst towards Goudhurst on the north part and the
same Clement's land on the south part, with appurtenances in Wadhurst in Corsele ward, to hold by him and his (heirs) according
to the customs of a new assart as in the court rolls for the 2@ year the aforesaid king Henry's reign and of 1d of Stephen
Bromley's new rent for 1 rod of waste land lying at the same Stephen’s land on the west part, with appurtenances in Wadhurst
in Stalridge ward, to hold by the same Stephen and his wife Alice and their heirs according to the customs of a new assart as in
the rolls of court and of 1d for the new rent of John Benet and his wife Alice of Wadhurst for 1 rod of land in Wadhurst parish in
Stalridge ward near land formerly of William Fynchekok now of John atte Ford towards the north and at the lord's ground towards
the east, south and west, just as the bounds show, to be held by the same John and Alice and their heirs at the lord's will
according to the customs of a new assart as is in the same rolls and of a halfpenny of new rent of John Turner, son of Walter
Turner for 1 parcel of waste land lying in Bradered ward, next to the land called Galottsyscroft with its appurtenances in Mayfield,
to be held by him and his (heirs) at will according to the customs of a new assart and of a halfpenny for William Cole's new rent

[cont. p148]
147



Note from the Editor

The March newsletter should be available at the meeting on
Mar 11. Articles and material for inclusion should be given
to any Committee member, or to The Editor at Greenman
Farm, Wadhurst TN5 6LE or you <can e-mail
whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 28 February please.

THE CHEQUER TREE or THE WILD SERVICE
TREE

As part of the tree planting programme organised by the
Wadhurst Gardening Association, the History Society has
provided a Chequer tree [Sorbus torminalis] to replace
a dead tree by the War Memorial.

This tree is an indicator of an ancient forest. Despite its
appearance it is not a member of the Acer genus of
trees, but of the rosaceae family. It particularly likes
clay soils, so is very happy in our area! In spring it
produces clusters of white five-petalled flowers, rather
like the rowan but larger; in the autumn, it produces
light brown round berries.

Remnants of the wood have been found in charcoal
deposits of settlements dating to over 2,000 years ago,
and it was once very widespread. However, its wood
was much prized for cross-bow stocks and later gun-
stocks, and indeed an early reference was from 1260,
where two wild service trees were taken from Havering
Park in Essex to make cross-bows for the King.

In later times the wood was used for the strike part of
corn flails,and was also prized by cabinet makers and in
turnery work.

Another, perhaps less expected, use of the fruit of the
tree was in the making of an alcoholic beverage before
hops were introduced in 1520. This drink was known as
chequers. The fruits were also used in the preparation of
various medicinal products, but this was discontinued
due to their excessive tartness (unless bletted) and
over-effective purging effects; the Latin name
‘torminalis” means ‘good for colic’.

The two names of this tree have fascinating (possible)
origins. As we know, the berries have been used to make
an alcoholic drink and the ‘service tree’ name may well
derive from the Latin word ‘cerevisia’ meaning a type of
beer (nb. In Spanish beer = cerveza). Virgil makes note
of this drink being made by the Scythians in what is now
southern Russia, and the tree is still present there in
great numbers,

The chequer name is slightly more oblique, but appears
to come about because the sign for an ale-house was the
sign of a bush/tree (eg. The Old Bull and Bush).

This usage was seen in ancient Egypt and much later
here in Britain, and would seem to emanate from the
chequers drink.

Also since the wood was used for the paler squares on
chequer boards, it appears to have another connection

with public houses, many of which carry the name of
‘The Chequers’. Incidentally, chequer boards were
originally used as a type of flat abacus for people who
could neither read or add or subtract, and there may be
another possible connection here, wiith the term
‘exchequer’.

Chaucer, Culpepper, and Thos. Tusser all mention the
good properties of the Wild Service Tree, and Lord
Rothschild encouraged the preservation of the species in
the 1920s in national Nature Reserves.

The tree is becoming rarer in the wild because the seeds
require a good long exposure to frost before they will
germinate, and our relatively warmer weather now
militates against this. In fact they have often
reproduced over the centuries by layering, and there are
several examples of ancient wild service ‘hedges’ where
this has occurred.

In all, this tree of ancient lineage seems to be an
excellent tree for the Wadhurst History Society to
celebrate its fifth birthday; its name also recalls the
service given by our soldiers in the past to secure our
current state of peace. Madelyn Meredith

ED 698 Account [cont]

for half a rod of waste land lying in Bakeshese ward opposite
his gate on the east side, to be held by him and his (heirs)
according to the customs of a new assart paying each year
as above and of 4d for John Norton's new rent for 1 acre of
waste land in Corsele ward lying near the aforesaid John's
land on the south part and the lord's common on the north
part, to be held by him and Alice his wife paying in rent each
year at above, at the usual terms according to the customs
of a new assart and of a halfpenny for a new rent of John
Bocher the smith of Wadhurst for a certain plot of land next
to his ground, containing 32 feet in length and in breadth 22
feet, royal measurement, lying in Wadhurst next to his
smithy, formerly of John Ferror, between a certain well of
water there on the south part and another road on the north
part, through which it goes from Wadhurst vill' as far as the
lord’s barn there, to hold by the aforesaid John and his heirs
at the lord's will, according to the customs of a new assart,
paying in rent for this at the feast of Michaelmas as above
and of 1d of Richard Baldelot's new rent for half a rod of land
of a new assart lying in Mayfield in Alordynden ward at a
certain place called the Lake and a messuage in the length
of the aforesaid Richard's garden on the east part to
lengthen his byngate and aforesaid garden, just as the
metes and bounds show, to hold by the aforesaid Richard
and his heirs at the lord’s will according to the customs of a
new assart, paying in rent for this per annum as above, at
the usual terms and of 1 halfpenny of John Thurgot's new
rent for 5 dayworks of land of a new assart outside the lord's
waste lying in divers places in Wadhurst, of these 2 and a
half dayworks lie between the above messuage and garden
and the high street leading from Wadhurst to Mayfield on the
east and the other 2 and a half dayworks lie at the east end
of his garden called Smiths garden there annexed to his
smithy, to be held by him and his (heirs) according to the
customs of a new assart as in the court rolls of this year and
of 1d of William Best's new rent for 1 rod of waste land lying
in Bakehegg and Spyngelghe wards of which 1 parcel of the
same lies on the east part, to be held by him and the other
parcel lies on the east part of the highway and leads from
Bakehese to Spindelghe, to be held by him and his (heirs)
according to the customs of a new assart, as in the same
court rolls
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