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This is the last Will and Testament of John Crundwell of Wadhurst in

the County of Sussex Gentleman

Actually it is “A true Copy examined with an Office Copy this 23rd June 1788" bought on eBay at the end of June
2008 for £10.99 - it runs to six pages on heavy laid paper. The will was signed “this second Day of July in the twenty
fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and
Ireland King Defender of the Faith and so forth”.

The text as copied continues “and in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand and Seven Hundred and Fifty” and “This
Will was proved at London the 8th January 1750 before the Judge by the Oath of Mary Crundwell Widow the Relict
and sole Executrix to whom Administration was granted being first sworn by Commission duly to Administer”; this
suggests faulty copying since the twenty fourth year of the reign of George II was 1707.
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Meeting schedule in 2008

Thur Robin Hodgkinson and Trisha McLaughlin

18 Sep 'The Roman Administration of the Wealden Iron
Industry’

Thur Richard Filmer: ‘Traditional Crafts, Trades and

9 Oct Industries of Kent and Sussex’

Wed Heather Woodward:

12 Nov ‘Scotney - a work of art and nature’
Wed Annual General Meeting
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Meeting schedule for 2009

Thursday 8th.January
Wednesday 11th, February
Wednesday 11, March
Wednesday 8th, April
Thursday 14%. May
Wednesday 10t™. June
Wednesday 8t".July
Thursday 17t September
Thursday 15, October
Wednesday 11t". November
Wednesday 9th.December

Meetings and Events Reports

Mar 12: Malcolm Pratt: ‘Winchelsea in the 18t C.-
Strange goings-on in a Sussex Borough

Malcolm Pratt, the Town Clerk of Winchelsea, proved to
be a hugely knowledgeable and most amusing speaker
and gave us a very entertaining evening talking about
Winchelsea in past centuries. He used a number of
contemporary accounts of events which took place in
the town over different periods in its history, not just the
18th Century as suggested by the title!

Winchelsea by the late 19t" century was one of the
oldest surviving mediaeval corporations in the country
but would have disappeared following the 1883 Act of
Parliament dealing with electoral reform. However, this
would have meant the town would no longer have been
considered one of the Cinque Ports (of which there are
actually seven plus several more associated towns!).
The then MP actually lived in the town and had also been
the Mayor and he was able to persuade the Government
to allow the town to remain in existence as a Head Port
of the Confederation in order to fulfil its duty as a Cingue
Port and thereby continuing 712 years of history. To
this day the tradition of the mayoral ceremony is still
followed despite the corporation lacking any actual re-
sponsibilities.

Back in the 18™ century, electioneering in rotten bor-
oughs was controlled by those with land and property
and their influence was of prime importance. In 1753,
the appointments of the new Mayor and Town Clerk at
the Easter Monday Court were challenged by the oppos-
ing faction whose candidates were supported by the
incumbent Member of Parliament. This must have been
based on some legal technicality and the elections were
re-run the next day and the results overturned. The
ensuing uproar had the original victors physically trying
to prevent the officials being confirmed in office by
sitting on the Chest containing the record books, grab-
bing the Constable’s Staff and trying to occupy the
mayor's seat! However, this defeat did not deter one
of the ousted gentlemen claiming later that he had been
the Winchelsea Town Clerk - he just omitted to mention
that he had only been in office one day!

The responsibility of local government was in the hands
of these officials but social care, i.e. of the poor and
needy, was looked after by the Church and Winchelsea
was a place of serious poverty. The population in total
barely numbered 800 including the poor and it was very
difficult to raise sufficient funds from the remaining
citizens although obviously there were those amongst
the better off who were prepared to donate generously.
A curious fact emerged concerning the much feared
smallpox for which inoculation (as opposed to vaccina-
tion) had only recently been introduced. In Winchelsea
only the poor were inoculated and they were then
isolated from the community until it was sure that they
had recovered!

Transport in the region in those days was not easy and
it took two days to ride on horseback directly from
Hastings, the most westerly of the ports, to Sandwich in
the east. One hapless messenger bearing documents
which had to be signed by each of the seven signatories
of the Confederation took four days to achieve his goal:
one man being absent on the day he called meant the
messenger had to return another day, but he added to
his journey when he also managed to by-pass New
Romney by mistake the first time round whilst zigzag-
ging his way down the coast!
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Mr. Pratt went on to tell us that of naval ships which had
borne the name HMS Winchelsea: the first, a *fifth-rater’
(so-called because of the number of guns on board),
was lost to the French in the middle of the 18t century.
The last ship to bear the name was a destroyer which
saw service during the First and Second World Wars and
finished up making four trips to Dunkirk where it was
recorded as rescuing a total of 4597 men.

A major scandal in the mid-18th century arose from the
appointment of a certain Mr. Weston to church warden
who, with his brother, had come to live in Greyfriars, the
most important private residence in the town. Unbe-
knownst to the long-standing Rector these men were
infamous criminals who had been involved in the biggest
18th century highway robbery. They changed their
names and tried to blend into the town. However, they
were eventually found out, tried and hanged at Tyburn.

As a member of the Confederation, it was expected that
the town should supply suitable men to serve in the
navy in times of crisis but the officials charged with the
task were usually on close terms with any sailors and
fishermen who worked locally. When the time came to
report back, they always said that they had been unable
to find any suitable candidates for conscription! And
during the Napoleonic Wars although a ballot was held
to select men to serve in the militia, it was usually
possible to get somebody to take one’s place or to buy
oneself out!

Mr. Pratt finished with a poignant story handed down to
21st century relatives but dating back to 1858 when a
certain young master Edwards, found an orange in his
Christmas stocking! He took this with him later when he
accompanied his elder brother rabbit shooting and
played with it all the way, throwing it up the hill to let it
roll back down to him. On their way back, the elder
brother unfortunately caught his gun on the doorway
causing it to go off, instantly killing the younger boy.

It was in 2005, following the publication of his History of
Winchelsea, that Mr. Pratt had received a letter from a
reader asking if he might be able to corroborate an old
family legend which had been handed down some 150
years! Looking through the archives at Lewes, he had
indeed been able to verify the circumstances as written
above but the punch line came in the letter where the
writer explained “I still have the orange! It now resem-
bles a shrivelled walnut and resides in (?) Great Great
Grannie’s sugar bowl.”

Various questions were put to Mr. Pratt at the end of the
talk and we learned of the difficulty in raising money for
maintaining the town’s four ancient monuments now
that the English Heritage grants have all but disap-
peared. Profits from the book he has written contribute
to the fund. 1150 copies have already been sold even
though there are barely 400 people on the electoral roll!
He is to be our guide on our forthcoming trip and we
shall be in excellent hands. Peta Hodges

Apr 5: Following on from the talk by Malcolm Pratt on
12th March, we had a very successful visit to Winchelsea
on Saturday Apr 5, with Malcolm as our guide. After an
introductory talk in the Lower Court Room followed by a
look around the museum upstairs, in which the curator
had displayed the biography of a local resident Charles
Proctor - by our own world famous author Jane Spurr.
Then a walk round the mediaeval town, past Joihn
Wesley’s preaching tree, ending with a visit to the
church, where we admired the ancient monuments and
the breathtaking modern stained glass. A pub lunch was
followed by an exploration of some of the remarkable

wine cellars, on which the early prosperity of New
Winchelsea was founded. A return to the Court House
and a greeting from the Mayor - and a welcome cup of
tea before returning to Wadhurst: all in all a splendid
outing. MJIH

Apr 9: Leonie Seliger:'The Restoration and Conserva-
tion of Historic Glass’

Stained glass is an art form with well over a thousand
years of history, capable of creating objects of great
beauty and durability. The talk explained how stained
glass windows are made, how they may decay, and what
can be done to preserve and restore them.

The manufacturing techniques of classic stained glass
have not changed fundamentally since the Middle Ages,
although refinements and new decorating techniques
were added to the medieval repertoire since the thir-
teenth century. The manufacture of the raw material
glass by melting a mixture of silica, alkaline additives to
reduce the melting temperature, and metal salts to
create different colours is also still very much the same.
The molten glass is blown into long cylinders that are
sliced open and flattened while still malleable to create
flat sheets of coloured glass.

The stained glass artist creates a mosaic of coloured
glasses, which are painted with a paint that is essentially
a dark glaze and is fired onto the surface of the glass
piece. The individual pieces are then assembled into
panels with the help of H-section lead strips that hold
each piece in place. After the lead matrix has been
soldered together, the panel can be lifted from the
bench, grouted with liquid putty, and then installed into
the window opening.

Given that the glass represents only a thin skin of
material (ranging from 1mm to 4mm) between the
outside and the inside environment of a building, its
ability to survive many centuries is a testament to the
quality of the material and to the craftsmanship that
goes into creating these windows.

By the same token, however, their structural integrity is
vulnerable to damage by vandalism, iconoclasm, storms,
fire, and sheer neglect. However, even a severely dam-
aged window can be restored by skilled conservators.
Collecting even the smallest fragment, together with
having photographs of the window will help in its resto-
ration.

The main threat to the survival of stained glass windows
is the corrosion of glass, which is caused by an ion
exchange between the glass and liquid water (medieval
potash glass is far more prone to this process than
modern soda glass). Post-medieval windows are made
from the chemically more stable soda glass. No stained
glass window of any age should be cleaned without first
consulting an expert to avoid damage to the painted
decoration.

In order to preserve a stained glass window that shows
signs of corrosion, the most important thing is to remove
the presence of liquid water on its surface.

Currently the only way to do this is to install protective
glazing in an ‘isothermal’ glazing system. This involves
the installation of a protective outer window, which takes
over the job of weather shield, in such a way that there
is a substantial air space between historic and protective
glazing. The exact specification of this arrangement has
to be designed very carefully, and tailored to each
individual case. An example of the preliminary studies
necessary to ensure the viability of a solution is the
environmental monitoring through sensors on the
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twelfth century South Oculus window in Canterbury
Cathedral.

Stained glass conservators need a very wide range of
skills, including a sound foundation in the craft, know-
ledge of chemistry, of art history, as well as infinite
patience, artistic sensitivity, a very steady hand and a
head for heights.

The conservation of a stained glass window involves its
detailed recording, meticulous assessment of its condi-
tion, gentle cleaning (often under the microscope), and
consolidation of loose paint flakes. Fractured glass is
mended with an appropriate method, and where there
are missing areas infills have to be manufactured. Usu-
ally it is unnecessary to dismantle the glass from its
lead, but occasionally re-leading has to take place.

The challenge to the conservator is to do as little as
possible and as much as necessary for the continued
survival of these magnificent works of art, and to ensure
that the interventions are — wherever possible - revers-
ible.

Apart from conservation, Leonie Seliger also creates new
stained glass windows; she took us through the process
of designing and creating a window for Benenden School
chapel, a beautiful blend of blues opening up the building
behind the altar - and due to be ‘opened’ by the Princess
Royal at the beginning of May. Martin Turner

May 15: Chris Butler: ‘Archaeology of the Defences of
East Sussex from the Tudors to the Present Day’

Chris introduced himself by saying he had a life-long
interest in military defence sites in both East and West
Sussex. His book East Sussex Under Attack. Anti-inva-
sion Sites. 1500-1990 is the result.

He talked about starting his research by conducting a
desktop survey which involved looking at maps and
documents, mostly from the National Archives for World
War II. Aerial photographs taken by the Luftwaffe for
reconnaissance purposes, are very good quality and he
found useful.

He also consulted the Defence of Britain database, which
he said was incomplete for Sussex and inaccurate, but it
was helpful.

The talk commenced with Camber Castle dating from
1500, which is one of the most impressive sites to
survive, and indeed the only one of this period in East
Sussex. It was built to protect the harbour at Rye, but
then the river migrated east, so the castle’s usefulness
declined. He recommended it as a nice walk from Rye.

Pevensey Castle has a Tudor gun emplacement and from
this survives the only cannon made by the Wealden iron
industry in this country. There are other Wealden can-
non, but in they are in Gibraltar and Malta.

The Battle of Beachy Head in 1690 was the next big
event that affected Sussex. This involved British, Dutch
and French ships. The Anne was badly damaged and
eventually beached at Pett and at low tide you can still
see her wreck.

The Napoleonic Wars were responsible for the building of
the Royal Military Canal which starts at Hythe in Dover,
borders Romney Marsh and finishes at Pett in East
Sussex. Iden Lock still survives and alongside it are the
barracks, now used as houses. A good example of
change of use ensuring survival.

The Martello Towers are also a relic of the Napoleonic
Wars; there were 74 of them stretching from Folkestone
to Seaford. Most of them have been lost; some were

purposefully demolished, some collapsed and some were
used for artillery practices by the navy and the army.

Various buildings of the Ringmer Artillery Barracks,
dating from the same period, have survived because
they have continued to be used - for instance, the
armoury is now a dog kennel for the local hunt.

Chris has also recorded a series of field kitchens which
were built on the Ashdown Forest in the summer of 1793
for 7,000 militia.

There were plenty of batteries which were built to keep
out the French during the later part of the 19t C, but
Chris made the point again that many of these sites are
being lost, simply because they are not appreciated. The
same applies to First World War sites, of which very little
can be seen today.

The same can be said of Second World War defences;
many have disappeared because after the war every-
body wanted to return to normal, so very quickly all
defence sites were demolished. Cubes lined the entire
coast of Britain for the purpose of stopping tanks and
anti-tank cylinders served as roadblocks, but they have
mostly all gone.

Air raid shelters have survived if they have been reused.
But at Seaford a third of all these have disappeared in
the last ten years. Also at Seaford an anti-aircraft
battery existed until four years ago, when it was bull-
dozed because of health and safety reasons - young-
sters were using it as a meeting place.

Certainly some of the WWII relics highlighted what a
fight to the death would have ensued had the Germans
landed. At Camber there are tanks which were for
pumping fuel into the sea and setting it alight. There
were also plans to drop gas bombs on the landing
Germans. GHQ stop lines were designed to compartmen-
talise the country and delay the Germans long enough
for more forces to counter-attack. There is one built from
Newhaven right up to the Thames, which consisted of
about 350 pillboxes and another runs from Mayfield
through to Bodiam.

There was a network of little pillboxes throughout East
Sussex which covered all the bridges. Also nodal points
was the name given to strategic cross roads which would
be defended for a number of days. Cripps Corner was
one such; rows of anti tanks cubes are still in existence
there making use of thick woodland.

Chris finished off with the Cold War defence sites -
underground bunkers for the privileged, the last one
finished in 1990. Huge supply or buffer depots were
built; one at Ringmer was full of sugar. Sigi Goolden

Jun 11: Prof. John Langton from the School of Geogra-
phy and the Environment and St. John's College, Oxford:
‘The Clearing of the Woods or the Running of the Deer’

This interesting talk has quite changed my understand-
ing of the role of forests in the development of the
English landscape. I had not realised that vast areas of
land had been designated as forests where deer hunting
was more important than any other activity. The forests
were controlled by Forest Law directly under the king. A
forest contrasts with woodland where trees were impor-
tant for the ship-building industry and as a fuel.

A legal definition of 'forest' was given in 1755 as:
'A certain territory of woody grounds and fruitful
pastures, privileged for wild beasts, and fowls of
forest, chase and warren, to rest and abide in, in
the safe protection of the king, for his pleasure:
which territory of ground is bounded with irremov-
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able marks, and replenished with beasts of venery
or chase, and with great coverts of vert for their
succour and abode:

for the preservation of which place, vert and
venison there are certain particular laws.

The manner of making forests is this:

the king sends out his commission, under the
broad seal of England, directed to certain discreet
persons, for viewing, perambulating, and bound-
ing the place that he has a mind to afforest:
which returned into Chancery, proclamation is
made throughout all the country where the ground
lies, that none shall hunt or chase any wild beasts
within that precinct, without the king's special
licence:

after which he appoints ordinances, laws, and
officers for the preservation of the vert and veni-
son; and this becomes a forest by matter of record.

The properties of a forest are these:

a forest, as it is strictly taken, cannot be in the
hands of any but the king, who hath power to
grant commission to a justice in eyre for the
forest; the courts; the officers for preserving the
vert and venison, as the justices of the forest, the
warden or keeper, the verders, the foresters,
agistors, regarders, bailiffs and beadles. '

The king then granted the right of Free Chase, the
exclusive right to hunt beasts of the forest in a forest or
chase, to whomever he chose. As can be expected, the
system of patronage was enormously complicated while
hunting was a major sport on a daily basis covering vast
areas of forest nationwide.

There were huge numbers of people required to admin-
ister the forests. Under Forest Law the main offences
were:

Chasing, killing or carrying away beasts of the forest or
disturbing them during the breeding season;
Capturing hawks or falcons, or their nests or fledglings,
hunting or disturbing fowls of warren;
Chasing or Killing beasts of warren (foxes, hares, etc.);
Damaging vegetation or 'vert', where beasts of the forest
sheltered, bred and fed, specifically the crimes:
'‘Assart' - digging up the ground and planting
crops (removing holly or ivy, deer food)

'Purpresture' - putting up fences (inhibits deer
movement)
'Waste' - damaging vegetation (capital offence if

sapling destroyed)
Implementing the Law must have been a big business as
it produced 20% of the Crown income from Forest fines.
it also produced some complicated legal issues.

Forest law gave arbitrary authority to kings, which is
what distinguished it sharply from Common law.

It was in flagrant breach of the Biblical and Roman
precept that wild creatures could belong to no one. This
brought incredibly intricate and contradictory legal con-
tention. See 'Shots from a lawyer's gun', by Nicholas
Everitt on the lunacy of deer being forest or wild animals.
It was only eventually settled in court in 1849 in the case
of Morgan v Earl of Abergavenny.

Forest Law removed the right of landowners to hunt over
their own land or to manage its use for their own
purposes.

Alexander Pope summed it up in his poem 'Windsor
Forest'
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'A dreary Desart and a gloomy Waste,

To savage Beasts and Savage Laws a prey,

And Kings more furious and severe than they;
Who claim'd the Skies, dispeopled Air and floods,
The lonely Lords of empty Wilds and Woods ...
What wonder then, a Beast or subject slain

Were equal crimes in a despotick Reign;

Both doomed alike for sportive Tyrants bled,

But while the subject starv'd, the Beast was fed.'

The laws on forests and hunting were amended many
times. It became a felony to hunt at night or in disguise
and the fines and punishments for stealing deer in-
creased. Eventually, in 1963 the special legal protection
for deer ended with the Deer Act and the Theft Act of
1968. Joan Grace

Jun 14: Visit to Winchester

On a glorious summer morning a band of members,
somewhat smaller in number than usual but very select,
boarded the coach at the Greyhound for our visit to
Winchester. The countryside was at its best, awash
with ox-eye daisies, dog roses, creamy elder flowers and
the first red splashes of early poppies. We took the
quiet but more scenic route via Guildford, the Hogs Back
and the A31 arriving at King Alfred’s statue at the
bottom of the Winchester High Street in good time to
amble up to the Cathedral and enjoy a cup of coffee on
the Refectory terrace before meeting up with the guides.

Once inside the cathedral we split into three groups of
seven and set off round the building with our individual
guides. The origins of worship on the site since the 7th
century were explained with the help of a model showing
the outline of the original ‘Old Minster’ alongside the
walls of the Norman cathedral, and the various changes
and developments to the building were pointed out as
we made our way round. First on the site was a
Benedictine monastery which was the home of St.
Swithun a 9t century Bishop. The current building was
commissioned by William the Conqueror to be built
alongside and work commenced in 1079. The inspiring
Perpendicular nave was actually re-worked in the 14th
and 15th centuries but the original 11th century Norman
style can still be seen in the North and South Transepts.
The former includes the Holy Sepulchre Chapel where
12th and 13% century wall paintings now on show were
revealed during renovation work. From the South
Transept a creaking wooden staircase leads to the
Library and Triforium Gallery where the famous 12t
century Winchester Bible is on display: a magnificent
1000 vellum leaved tome with exquisite illumination.

Beyond the High Altar and Great Screen lies the Retro-
quire, an area dating back to the 13t century, the floor
paved with the largest surviving indoor area of medieval
tiles. This is where a modern memorial to St. Swithun
was erected in 1962, the original having been destroyed
during the Reformation. Here too is a recently commis-
sioned series of painted representations, Russian Style,
to fill the niches left empty by the same 16% century
desecration. Nearby is a fine bronze statue of the
famous William Walker, the diver who a century ago
single-handedly saved the Cathedral from sinking into
the murky waters below its foundations.

The Great Screen behind the High Altar was also badly
damaged during Henry VIII's purge. It was only in the
late Victorian era that the intricately carved limestone
was restored. The empty niches were then re-filled with
beautifully carved statues of a wide range of historical
figures associated with the cathedral during its long
history, including a small effigy of Queen Victoria. The



Quire is the oldest medieval one in England to have
survived with only minor changes and is adorned with
carvings of bird and beast, real and mythical, foliage and
small human heads or figures.

A leisurely lunch break gave us time to take a walk
through the Close to Winchester College or sample the
delights of the High Street! Afterwards we boarded the
coach again for the short drive up to the Hospital of
St.Cross, less than a mile from the Cathedral along the
River Itchen. Founded in the 1130'’s, it is Britain’s oldest
charitable foundation and to this day provides a retire-
ment home for 25 elderly gentlemen! Known as Broth-
ers they still wear the black or burgundy red gowns and
trenchers (a sort of flat, brimmed hat) on formal
occasions. Our guide resplendent in red was the senior
brother and told us that traditionally the red signified the
slightly later Order of Noble Poverty and was considered
superior to the black of the original foundation. Howev-
er, we weren’t sure whether this wasn't because he had
been assigned the red on his admission!

He explained that Brothers must normally be over sixty,
no longer employed, and that preference should be
given to those of low or limited income, although higher
income is not a bar to entry. Emotional need is also
considered. Brothers come from a wide variety of back-
grounds, and are typically single, divorced or widowers
although occasionally a married couple may be admit-
ted. The Brothers do not belong to a religious order, but
the Hospital is a Christian foundation and Brothers are
expected to wear their gowns to attend morning prayers
in the Church each day.

The ancient buildings looked wonderful in the afternoon
sunshine as we were shown around: the 12t century
Norman Church is the oldest part of the complex with the
Gatehouse, Almshouses and Brethren’s Hall and Master's
lodging all added or rebuilt in the next three centuries.
The Hall, which reminded us of the Great Hall at Pen-
shurst albeit on a smaller scale, is still used occasionally
for festive gatherings. Nowadays the Brethren have their
own self-contained accommodation within the tall-chim-
neyed almshouses and only sit down to eat communally
once a day. The large walled garden is an oasis of
tranquillity with trees and a large pond and there is also
a private area of allotments behind the almshouses
where Brothers can make their own garden if they wish.

We finished up with a welcome cup of tea and home-
made cakes in the Hospital’s tearoom, housed in a 14th
century building, once the site where a ‘hundred poor
men’ were fed each day. There was then time for those
that wished to walk down to the Water Meadows beside
the-Itchen and watch the wildlife on its clear sparkling
water alongside local families and groups of sunbathing
teenagers enjoying the summer sunshine. Then back to
the coach for the return trip, this time via the M3,
arriving back at Wadhurst around 18:45. Peta Hodges

Sunday 10t August: Summer barbecue to be held at
Combe Manor by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs de Salis,
from 12 noon. The Manor is at the end of a long - mainly
unmade - road from the cross roads by the entrance to
Wadhurst Park. Keep along Coombe Lane until you
come to the fork, signed to Combe Manor - DO NOT
TAKE THE RIGHT HAND FORK but keep left and follow
the road round to the car park field; from there it is a
short stroll to the party area. If anyone needs help with
carrying from the park, there will be a few able bodied
men [and women] available to assist! Bring your own
_ tables and chairs - all the rest will be provided; the bar
will open at noon! Pray for sunshine.

‘The Will of John Crundwell’ cont

Subject only and chargeable with the several Annuities
and yearly Rent Charges hereafter particularly men-
tioned”. These include: “my Kinsman Edmund Medhurst
of Speldhurst ... Butcher and to his now wife .. twelve
Pounds free and clear of and from all Parliamentary and
other Taxes Charges and Deductions whatsoever and
payable Quarterly at Midsummer Michaelmas Christmas
and Lady Day"”, with rights to “enter upon the Lands and
Premises hereafter mentioned to be chargeable there-
with” to recover any arrears. In similar terms he leaves
an annuity of fifteen pounds to his kinsman Robert
Medhurst “now or late of Tunbridge Wells ... Cyder
Merchant”. He charges these two annuities “upon all
that my Farm Lands Hereditaments and Premises scitu-
ate lying and being in the several Parishes of Penshurst
and Ashurst ... Late the Estate of Sir George Rivers and
now in the occupation of Matthias Woodhams”; subject
to these charges, on the death of his wife these proper-
ties go to “my friend John Medhurst of Tonbridge ...
Gardiner”.

Next he leaves an annuity of twelve pounds, after his
wife’s death as before, to his kinsman John Turner of
Wadhurst Husbandsman and fifteen pounds to his kins-
man William James of Hadler [sic] in Kent. These four
annuities are also payable to the respective heirs and
assigns for ever. He leaves an annuity of five pounds to
Solomon James of Hadler Husbandsman “for the term of
his natural life”. These three annuities are charged
“upon all that my Messuage Farm Lands Hereditaments
and Premises called Great Butts scituate in the Parish of
Wadhurst aforesaid and now in my own Occupation”. On
his wife’s death, Great Buttts is to pass to his kinsman
John James of Hadler Husbandsman.

To his brother in law George Fletcher of Penshurst
Butcher, for the term of his natural life, he leaves an
annuity of ten pounds, to be payable out of “the Kitchen
Farm scituate at or near Hallborough in the Parish of
Penshurst ... now in Lease to John Crundwell”; on his
wife’s death this lease passes to his kinsman Charles
Fletcher of Penshurst.

To his kinsman Edward Crundwell of Brenchley,
Husbandsman, he leaves his property “called Shandaws
otherwise Jarretts in the Hole ... at Brenchley ...which he
now enjoys by virtue of a Lease from me To have and
to hold ... immediately after my said wifes decease”.

The next bequest is sidelined - suggesting that that was
the reason for this office copy: “Also I give and devise
unto Eleanor Goldsmith (Daughter of Edward Goldsmith
late of Penshurst aforesaid Farmer deceased All those
my two Pieces or Parcels of Land called by the Name of
Hooks which I purchased of her said Father and scituate
in the Parish of Bidborer [sic] ... And now in the Occupa-
tion of my said Tenant John Crundwell or his Assigns To
hold the said Premises with their Appurtenances from
and after my said Wifes Death unto the said Eleanor
Goldsmith for and during the Term of her natural Life
and from and after her decease I give and devise the
same Premises with the Appurtenances unto Joihn
Crundwell Son of my said Tenant John Crundwell and to
his Heirs and Assigns for ever”. This clause must surely
cause the occasional genealogical problem!

He then leaves "unto my Kinswomen Mary King Wife of
Richard King of Chittingstone Husbandsman and
Elizabeth Kipps late Elizabeth Turner Wife of John Kipps
of Kemsing ... Bricklayer and Maltster All that my Mes-
suage or Tenement Farm Lands and Premises called
Harry Hill scituate lying and being in the Parish of
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Ashurst aforesaid and now in the Occupation of Matthias
Woodhams To have and to hold the said Farm and
Lands with their Appurtenances from and after my said
Wifes decease ... For ever equally to be divided between
them Share and Share alike and to take as Tenants in
Common and not as Joint Tenants”. Next “unto the said
John Crundwell the Son of my before named Tenant John
Crundwell All that my Messuage or Tenement Garden
Orchard and Premises with the Appurtenances scituate
lying and being in Penshurst aforesaid and now in the
Occupation of William Farmer or his Assigns To have
and to hold ... after the Death of my said Wife ... for
ever”,

“And lastly all that the Rest Residue and Remainder of
my Personal Estate whatsoever not hereinbefore dis-
posed of and after the Payment of my just Debts Lega-
cies and Funeral Expences I give and bequeath unto my
said Dear Wife Mary Crundwell whom I do hereby
nominate constitute and appoint full and sole Executrix
thereof this my last Will hereby revoking and making
void all former Wills by me at any time heretofor made
declaring this only to be my last Will and Testament In
Witness whereof I the said John Crundwell the Testator
have to this my last Will and Testament contained in five
Sheets of Paper and part of a sixth Sheet set my Hand
and Seal to each Sheet this second Day of July ...”

Then Thomas Hope, John Piprose and Wm Henry Benge
“have hereunto subscribed our Names as Witnesses in
his Presence some small Interlineations being first made
in the fourth and fifth Sheets”.

The Deputy Registrars were Wm Legard, Pet. St Eloy and
Hen. Stevens; the copy was signed Henry Headland and
Tho. C. Gardner, clerks to Mr Scooner of Tonbridge. The
whole document was “Extracted from the Registry of the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury”.

What do we know of any of these? The answer today
has to be ‘not a lot’. Memorial inscriptions in our
churchyard include only a BENGE family: “To the mem-
ory of William Norton Benge, of this Parish, who died
June 18th 1816 aged 61” who might be the son of Wm
Henry Benge - a witness to the Will. That inscription
continues: “Also of Edward, son of the above by Sarah
his wife, who died April the 1t 1808 aged 9 years.
Likewise Fanny, their daughter, who died September the
18t 1809 aged 8 years. Left a widow and 3 sons Viz
William-Henry James John. Also of Sarah, wife of the
above, of this Parish who died July 31t 1815 aged 79”".
There are also headstones “To the memory of Jane
Benge, daughter of William and Sarah of this Parish,
January 31t 1800 aged 4 years” and “"Sacred to the
memory of William Henry Benge of this Parish, son of
William Norton Benge, who died April 10® 1812 aged 19
years. Man heapeth up riches but cannot tell who gather
them”. All these headstones can be found in the section
of the graveyard nearest to Church Street; this informa-
tion comes from “Memorial Inscriptions St Peter & St
Paul Parish Church of Wadhurst’ by Emma Richardson
and Rosemarie Peeling.

Great Butts still exists - south of the Cousley Wood Road
just before the Old Vine. In the 1841 Census there is a
mention of William Benge Farmer, aged 45, in Lower
Cousle [sic] Wood; in 1851, there is James Benge, aged
46, Farmer of 128 acres, employing 6, and his family in
Lower Cousley Wood. By 1891 the Benge name is
carried in Cousley Wood by William, aged 49, Grocer and
Draper and his family, which includes son William, aged
22, in The 2" Life Guards. There is plenty of research to
be done! MIH

What might have been here

This cigarette case, inscribed “Wadhurst August 30th 1919" was
for sale on eBay last month. Possibly issued to a local returning
soldier, the Society was keen to buy it - and succeeded. But
somewhere along the line, it has disappeared ...

Some more local historie recipes

Kentish Well Pudding [from “The Cookery of England”
by Elizabeth Ayrton]

This is a traditional farmhouse recipe which has pleased
hungry men and delighted children since the seven-
teenth century and probably earlier. It is almost never
made now, and this is a pity. It is too heavy for the
urban and sedentary lives most of us lead for most of the
time today, but it is splendid for a cold day in the
Christmas holidays.

Serves 8

1 Ib. self raising flour
6 oz. shredded suet

6 oz. currants

2 |b. unsalted butter
2 |b. soft brown sugar

Mix the flour, suet and currants with water to form a soft
dough. Roll out about 1% inches thick and press into a
large well-greased pudding basin, reserving a quarter of
the suet crust for the top. Put the butter in one piece in
the centre and the sugar round the butter to fill up the
well. Cover with the remaining crust, pinching the edges
firmly together. Cover closely with foil and steam for 2
hours. Turn out carefully. When cut, melted butter and
sugar should run out, though part will have been ab-
sorbed, making a rich and delicious centre.

Sussex Woodman's Pie [from “The Times Cookbook"
by Frances Bissell]

One year, there was correspondence on The Times'
letters' page about that great rural nuisance, the grey
squirrel. ‘A rat with good public relations’ was one
memorable description. And from another reader came
a suggestion that they be made into Brunswick stew. A
favourite one-pot meal throughout the southern states,
it is traditionally made with squirrel, as well as corn,
beans and other vegetables. Faintheartedly, I suggested
various substitutes for squirrel and I was taken to task
by a reader who, living in West Sussex, is plagued with
squirrels. She has an arrangement with a friend, a
warden for the National Trust, that she will take as many
of the ‘'little beasts’ that he can shoot; the front halves
he keeps for his ferrets and the hindquarters he gives to
her. The squirrels are only good for eating in the
autumn, she tells me, ‘when they have been stuffing
themselves on a strictly vegetarian diet, but squirrel
back legs stack up very neatly in the freezer and keep
extremely well’. My correspondent then kindly gave me
her recipe for a pie:

3 squirrel hindquarters
8 pigeon breasts

1 large hottle strong
dry cider

1Va oz butter

1Y tbsp plain flour
14 oz can chopped
tomatoes
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