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The Things People Find

Whilst doing work on his house, Beals Oak Cottage in
Coombe Lane, one of our members, Jim Workman,
found this lead token at the bottom of an interior lath
and plaster wall. Extensive research has failed to deter-
mine its exact nature but it has been examined by
several experts in the field, including the Museum of
London. It has been logged under the Portable Antiqui-
ties Scheme as:

Cast leaden token. Mould alignments: 0° Reverse mould
slightly larger than obverse mould.

Inscription Obverse: BARNET -- I BONES, laureate bust
of George III right, 'Pellet’ outer circle. Profile bust
similar to those on copper halfpennies of 1806 and
1807.
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Reverse:  No inscription. Cock standing right, pellet
outer circle. Thickness: 2.59 mm Diams: 56 & 54 mm
Weight: 59.91gm

The token is very similar to a whole range of tokens
known as 'Billys and Charleys’ after a couple of semi-
literate ditchdiggers who moved aggressively to supply
"medieval" artifacts when a taste for them arose among
British collectors in the middle of the nineteenth century.
Large scale public works in London and Paris led to
excavations and dredging operations in which a number
of authentic pilgrim signs, brooches, and other items
came to light. When the demand outstripped the supply,
these enterprising men produced a line of (stunningly
inauthentic) items which they sold with great success.
[cont. on p 128]
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Wed Malcolm Pratt: ‘Winchelsea in the 18th C.-

12 Mar

Wed

9 Apr
Thur
15 May
Wed
11 Jun
Wed

9 Jul
Thur
18 Sep

Industry’

Thur
9 Oct
Wed
12 Nov
Wed
10 Dec

Strange goings-on in a Sussex Borough'

Leonie Seliger:
‘The Restoration and Conservation of Historic Glass’
Chris Butler: ‘Archaeclogy of the Defences of East
Sussex from the Tudors to the Present Day’
Prof. Jack Langton: ‘The Clearing of the Woods and
the Running of the Deer’
Judith Kinnison-Burke:

‘Tenterden Union Workhouse 1905-1926'
Robin Hodgkinson and Trisha McLaughlin
‘The Roman Administration of the Wealden Iron

Richard Filmer: ‘Traditional Crafts, Trades and
Industries of Kent and Sussex’

Heather Woodward:
‘Scotney - a work of art and nature’

Annual General Meeting

Note the change of speaker for the May meeting

Meetings and Events Reports

Nov 8: Talk with slides by Hugh Miller: ‘Four Brothers
& A Friend Called Dan’

Hugh said that, in light of the forthcoming Remem-
brance weekend, it was a poignant time to give his talk,
based on a large family living in Pevensey around 1884.
Living standards were fairly austere with 2 or 3 children
to a bed. In 1901 all four brothers, Jack, Wilfred, Fred
and Stephen, attended the same school in Pevensey,
where they received a good education. Empire was at
its height with Union Jacks hung at every occasion.

The children left school at 14. Jack, being the eldest,
left school first and became a telegram boy for the local
Post Office. Later he was promoted to work at Battle.

By 1910, the three other boys left school and took work
on local farms.

On 4t August 1914, Great Britain declared war on
Germany. Germany was attacking France on the west
and Russia in the east (on two fronts), and on attacking
via Belgium Britain had to engage 150 000 men.

Stalemate ensued at Mons; trenches on both sides were
dug stretching 450 miles in length right up to the Swiss
border. Lord Kitchener advertised for a new army of
100 000 men to replace losses. In the event over 1
million signed up to join the war effort.

All four brothers signed up at Herstmonceux Castle in
September 1914. The brothers who had been working
on local farms had to tell their employers that they were
leaving to join the army; their daily work had involved
working with horses for ploughing and cartage, and in
the case of Wilfred, his employer said that it was only
right that he should take his usual horse named Dan,
with him.

They were with the South Down Regiment. Their first
destination before readiness to leave for abroad was at
Cooden Mount Camp, then at Whitley Camp. Here,
Stephen was smitten with tuberculosis and discharged
from service.

They eventually sailed on two ships and landed at Le
Havre, then by rail and finally marched to their destina-
tion at the front in Northern France.

At this stage Hugh Miller talked about a family friend of
the brothers: Nelson Victor Carter, remembered for his
heroism in personally going forward to kill two German
machine gunners that had been targeting his trench;
then he returned to help several wounded soldiers,
before being shot himself.

The Battle of the Somme, in 1916, was then described.
The British lost more than 19 000 men in the first day of
battle, and there were more than 420 000 British and
Commonwealth casualties by the end of the November
campaign. And it was in November 1916 that Stephen
finally died at home of TB, and tragically Wilfred was
killed in action during this year.

The Battle of Passchendaele - 315t July to 6% November
1917 - was then described: the appalling weather, rain,
mud, indeed trenches full of liquid mud and for days up
to waist high, many hundreds drowned; it was four
months of hell with 250 000 wounded or dead.

Jack had leave and visited home, soaking up the atmos-
phere of Pevensey, probably hoping that he had com-
pleted his tour of duty. However, he was called back in
1918, the Germans had pulled back 25 miles from their
original line, and had formed a highly fortified position
called ‘The Hindenburg Line’ this was the Spring Offen-
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sive. The Germans pushed forward with storm troopers
for the first time. On August 8t Field Marshal Haig's
response began and eventually the Germans were
defeated. Jack was killed in action during the final allied
push.

On return home to Pevensey, the only survivors of the
original group of five were Fred and Dan. The nice
ending to the talk was to hear that, when the loyal war
horse Dan was returned to his farm, the elderly farmer
deemed that he had done his bit for victory, and the
horse would not be worked any more but be looked after
and given a good life for the remainder of its days.

The talk was appreciated by all those present. On a
personal note it had an added poignancy, as my grand-
father was killed in the trenches during the first world
war. Chris Ring

Research since Hugh’s talk, came up with some other
facts regarding the horse numbers:

A million horses were sent to fight in the Great War, and
only 62 000 came back (Dan obviously being one of
them).

Thousands were left lamed by nails and blades on the
battlefield. Between the Somme in July 1916 and the
Armistice in November 1918, the British Army recorded
58 090 horses killed and 77 410 wounded by gunfire;
211 were killed and 2 220 wounded by poison gas; while
several hundred were killed by aeroplane bombs. When
the war ended, few horses returned home; most were
sold whilst still abroad. Chris Ring

Dec 13: after a brief Annual General Meeting, when the
committee members were confirmed in office, the ac-
counts noted and brief accounts given of our activities in
the last year and plans for 2008, we were entertained
by that well-known local group ‘The Debonnaires’, who
were very grateful for a generous donation to the Sus-
sex Air Ambulance. Mulled wine and mince pies conclud-
ed the evening, leaving everyone in a mellow frame of
mind for the forthcoming Christmas celebrations!

Jan 10: Richard Pitcairn-Knowles: ‘Andrew Pitcairn-
Knowles - Edwardian photojournalist’

Richard spoke about the life of his Scottish grandfather,
(born Rotterdam 1871, died Hastings 1956), who was a
pioneering photographic journalist. His grandfather
published his work in the new illustrated magazines of
the late 19% and early 20t century. With an eye for
detail, timing and geometry, he accurately captured the
leisure activities, sports and customs of the period.

Richard illustrated his talk with slides of Andrew’s work.
Grandfather made gelatin-silver prints from gelatin dry
plate glass negatives. These negatives, invented in
1871, were more convenient to use and more sensitive
to light than the (earlier) wet plates. The quality of the
photographs shown by Richard (transferred to slides)
was remarkably good. From the turn of the 20t century
Pitcairn-Knowles traveled around Europe as a photojour-
nalist, living successively in Berlin, Brussels, Paris and
Jersey. A capable sportsman, Pitcairn-Knowles saw the
advent of growing public interest in sport. He launched
his own magazine Sport im Bild (Sports Illustrated) in
1895. Photography, which he had earlier studied as a
science, was benefiting from  technological
improvements (such as a faster shutter speed). He was
equally interested in the activity of the people around
the sports grounds and tracks as in the sports
themselves, although some of the so-called sporting
activities would not be tolerated today, involving crueity
to animals.

At the seaside resort of Ostend, Pitcairn-Knowles com-
bined his passion for sports and games with his interest
in people and their customs. He recorded the motor
races; dog races, shrimpers, and the sailing of the gaff-
rigged sand yachts of the time. His photographs show,
with considerable flair, the burgeoning leisure time in the
Edwardian period.

At the age of 40 Pitcairn-Knowles moved to England and
opened ‘Riposo’ a health resort in Hastings. Photogra-
phy was a continuing interest and he maintained a dark
room at his new home

Richard mentioned that after his grandfather’s death, his
papers and plates were, by sheer luck, discovered by a
photo journalist, and subsequently deposited with the
VE&A, (which is the only museum known to have vintage
prints by Pitcairn-Knowles in its collection and held an
exhibition of them last year). Alan Goddard

Feb 13: Chris McCooey: ‘Sussex Heroes - 32 men and
women and 1 dog’

Chris McCooey came to the Society again, this time to
tell us about some Sussex heroes. Speaking without
notes and lacing his talk with several amusing anecdotes
he gave us a very entertaining talk.

The first of the heroes Chris chose to tell us about was
the dog - Nipper, a sheep dog who died in 1994. When
younger, Nipper had alerted his owner to a night time
fire in the barn where 300 sheep and their lambs,
together with some cows and calves, were kept. The fire
had taken hold, but nevertheless Nipper went several
times into the barn to bring the animals out safely, and
all but a few were saved. He received an award for
heroism at the 1985 dog of the year show - and his
owner had a slap-up dinner as well!

The second hero was an elderly lady, Joan, who lived in
Worthing; she was an unsung hero and wished it to
remain that way, but after her death her sister agreed
to let the story out. Before the war, Joan helped to
establish a refugee committee in Worthing to help Jews
and others who wanted to leave Germany. After the
war, Worthing adopted a displaced persons camp in
Germany and Joan helped by distributing some of life’s
essentials (and some luxuries) to those in the camp.
This was the start of something and over the next
decades, refugees from Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Ugan-
da and Viet Nam were all aided by Worthing. Chris
defined heroism as “greatness of soul” and felt that Joan
fully exemplified this greatness.

Sir Harry Johnston might have been unprepossessing in
appearance, but he had a great career towards the end
of the 19t Century. A fine painter and a natural linguist,
who was fluent in several languages including Norwe-
gian, Russian and Bantu, he had an influential career in
the diplomatic service, latterly as vice-consul, bringing
some 400 000 square miles in west Africa under the
British flag. Whilst there he “discovered” the Okapi and
the 5-horned giraffe. He returned to England at 49 and
got married, but sadly had no children, although he
would have been a fascinating and interesting father.

The next hero was Sir Archie McIndoe. A New Zealander
by birth, he established the reconstructive surgery unit
at Queen Victoria hospital in East Grinstead before the
war. He had very delicate hands and could peel a grape
with a scalpel and his stitching was so fine that he said
God was coming down his right arm. A great leader, he
built a team of dedicated and excellent people around
him and treated over 600 patients (his “guinea pigs”).
He ran his ward in his own way - for instance there was
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a barrel of beer in it and he insisted on pretty nurses -
and he gave his patients hope. He became very famous,
almost iconic, but sadly died at 60.

And finally we had the tragic story of the lifeboat Mary
Stanford. On 15 November 1928 the Rye lifeboat was
called out early in the morning to help a stricken vessel
from Riga. The 17 lifeboatmen struggled to launch their
boat in the rough waves and onshore wind. Shortly after
the lifeboat was launched, the coastguard tried to recall
it as the vessel from Riga had sunk and its crew had
been saved, but the message could not get through
because of the storm and high winds. For 4 hours the
lifeboatmen rowed their boat in vain trying to find the
vessel, and then tried to return to Rye Harbour. Turning
into the river Rother, the boat was hit by a large wave
and turned over, and all 17 of the crew were lost
including the coxswain Herbert Head and his 2 sons, and
two sets of 3 brothers.

There is a touching memorial to this tragic and unneces-
sary accident in Winchelsea church, commemorating
these 17 heroes who responded to the cry of humanity
above the roar of the sea. Michael Goolden

OUTINGS
Saturday 5th April Winchelsea

Following on from our talk by Malcolm Pratt on 12th
March he will act as our guide on this trip.

The coach departs from the Greyhound at 08:45 and on
arrival in Winchelsea we have an introductory talk in the
Lower Court Room followed by a look around the muse-
um upstairs. Next Malcolm takes us around the medi-
aeval town which will include a visit to the church and
the gate/s.

Following our lunch break we resume with an hour tour
of some of the inter-linking cellars of the town. Smug-
gling comes to mind here!

Departure for home will be around 15:30. The cost,
excluding lunch, is £16.50.

Saturday 14t June Winchester

Depart from the Greyhound at 08:00. Hopefully on
arrival there will be time for a coffee in the Cathedral
Refectory before our conducted tour. This will take one
and half hours and will be in small groups of 12 people.
We will see too the 12¢ Winchester Bible, the Crypt and
Library.

After a lunch break we board the coach for the mile and
a half journey to The Hospital of St. Cross, the oldest and
most beautiful almshouses in England. Two guides will
accompany us at St Cross where we will see the mediae-
val hall, the church and other buildings.

We shall depart for home at approximately 16:30. Cost,
excluding lunch but to include a cup of tea at St
Cross, is £23.

Sunday 10t August: Summer barbecue to be held at
Combe Manor by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs de Salis.
More details at future meetings but we expect to repeat
our successful formula of a pig roast, salads and desserts
- so volunteers please to Rachel Ring.

Future publication

Task Groups are now working away on the 2008 book,
which will cover the impact of World War II on Wadhurst
by looking at the period immediately before the outbreak
of war, wartime itself, and the immediate aftermath - as
Wadhurst changed from an agricultural community to
one that became increasingly ‘suburban’.

The Billy and Charley Story [cont from p 125]

An imitation George lll spade guinea

The Billy and Charley story is entertaining; the following
is a summary of 'The Billy and Charley forgeries', written
by Robert Halliday, published in the Winter 1986 edition
of 'The London Archaeologist'.

DURING THE MIDDLE of the 19% century the London
archaeological community was disrupted by a controver-
sy over the authenticity of a large number of supposedly
medieval leaden objects that appeared for sale. They
eventually proved to be forgeries and have since been
called "Billys and Charleys" after their manufacturers.

William Smith (Billy) and Charles Eaton (Charley), the
eponymous forgers, are shadowy figures. It is even
uncertain if Billy's name really was William Smith. Char-
ley was born in about 1834; Billy was probably born a
few years earlier. Most of their life was spent in the
neighbourhood of Rosemary Lane (now called Royal Mint
Street) in Tower Hamlets. They were mudlarks who
searched the Thames for items of value. William Ed-
wards, a London antique dealer, made Billy's acquaint-
ance around about 1845, and he met Charley some
years later. He paid them for items of interest that they
found, thinking of them as "his boys".

Billy and Charley earned money from this until 1857,
when they decided to counterfeit antiquities. They cast
objects from lead (or lead alloys such as pewter), cutting
dies into plaster of Paris moulds with nails and knives,
and bathing the finished items in acid to simulate aging.
Their commonest products were medallions, of between
two and four inches in diameter, with small loops at-
tached to form hangers. Because of the primitive casting
technique, they were generally thin, with poorly defined
edges and pitted, uneven surfaces.

Billy and Charley were illiterate, and the inscriptions on
their forgeries consisted of meaningless jumbles of
letters and symbols, while dates in arabic numerals
ascribed manufacture to the years between the 11t and
16t centuries, although Arabic numerals did not come
into use in Europe before the 15t century,

Billy and Charley claimed to have found their creations
at Shadwell, where a new dock was being built, and they
found a ready market. The materials needed to make a
medallion cost twopence, but one could be sold for half
a crown, and larger items could sell for considerably
more. William Edwards became one of their principal
customers, describing the objects as "The most interest-
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ing relics I have met with for years and the earliest
pilgrims' signs that have yet been found®". He showed
them to George Eastwood. an antique dealer in the City
Road, who bought large quantities, advertising them as
"A remarkably curious and unique collection of leaden
signs or badges of the time of Richard II".

Not surprisingly, the appearance of so many artefacts of
a type hitherto unknown aroused suspicion. Henry Syer
Cuming of Southwark, secretary to the British Archaeo-
logical Association, and Thomas Bateman, the Peak
District archaeologist, were dubious of the examples
they saw, and corresponded on exposing the fraud. By
the end of March Henry Syer Cuming had discovered
how the objects were being made. "The game is now
almost up, and it is high time it should be" he wrote. In
a lecture to the British Archaeological Association, he
said that 12,000 has appeared [an exaggeration], and
concluded by condemning them as a "Gross attempt at
deception” and regretting that there were no legal meth-
ods of punishing the forgers. The lecture was not
published in the Journal of the Association, but it was
reported in The Gentleman's Magazine and Athenaeum.

Meanwhile the eminent archaeologist Charles Roach
Smith inspected the finds. By 1858 he had retired from
public life, but his reputation was still very high. He was
not sure what the objects were, but he felt that they
belonged to the 16t century, partly on the logic that no
forger would create anything so preposterous. If they
were forgeries, he wrote, they would be "The most
extraordinary insults that ever were offered to the judg-
ments of collectors this century”.

But the debate moved away from academic speculation
when George Eastwood sued the publishers of Athenae-
um for libel. He claimed that they had published an
article which accused him of selling forgeries; although
not named, he was the principal owner and vendor of the
objects described.

The case, which was held at Guildford assizes on 4th
August 1858, was unique in English legal history in that
it arose from a meeting of an archaeological society.
Archaeologists have appeared as expert witnesses in
court, but this case sought to determine the implications
of an archaeologist's expert opinion.

George Eastwood was first to testify. He said that he had
paid William Edwards £296 for 1100 of the objects
before taking his custom direct to Billy and Charley,
paying them £50 for more finds. William Edwards said
that Billy and Charley had first brought the objects to
him in June 1857, and supplied him with 1100, eight or
ten at a time over the next year, for which he had paid
them £200. He did not think he would easily let himself
be taken in by his own suppliers.

Charley Eaton had recently married, and his wife would
not let him attend the court. But Billy Smith did appear.
Described by a reporter covering the trial as "a rough
looking young man", he said that with Charley he had
found 2000 of the objects, making £400 from their sale.
They bribed dock workers to smuggle them out for free
drinks, or searched the docks for them after working
hours (both of which, he was forced to admit, were
against port authority regulations).

Expert witnesses were then called. Charles Roach Smith
attended the court unwillingly, upset that matters had
come to such an end, and uncertain that legal action
would yield satisfactory results. Nonetheless, he reiter-
ated his belief that the objects were genuine. The Rev.
Thomas Hugo, Frederick Fairholt, an archaeological illus-

trator, and two other antique dealers, also vouched for
the authenticity of the finds.

Here the prosecution rested its case. The defence
claimed that there was no case to answer, as there was
no evidence that George Eastwood had even been allud-
ed to in the article under discussion. The judge agreed,
and directed the jury to return a verdict of not guilty,
although the defence was asked to affirm its faith in
George Eastwood's integrity.

Henry Syer Cuming was delighted. "We gained a glorious
victory” he wrote to Thomas Bateman; "How are the
mightly fallen!" He had even obtained the admission of
an accomplice of Billy and Charley that he had made
“scores" of the objects, taking designs from the Journal
of the British Archaeological Association and Charles
Roach Smith's Collectanea Antiqua. If this confession
had been produced in court it might have ended the
debate, and it is strange that he made no further use of
it. It is also puzzling as to how Billy and Charley could
have obtained copies of Collectanea Antiqua, which
raises the possibility that they had collaborated with
more highly placed figures.

Charles Roach Smith reported on the trial for The Gen-
tleman's Magazine. Here he argued that the compara-
tively late manufacture of the objects in the 16% century
could explain their anachronistic design. A forger, he
explained, would copy objects known to him, but these
bore no resemblance to any product of any period. It
would also be impossible for a forger to produce such a
wide variety of objects. He challenged Henry Syer Cum-
ing to prove him wrong, but, inexplicably, Henry Syer
Cuming withdrew from the debate.

The press coverage of the trial gave the objects such
publicity that sales revived. It may not have been
coincidental that George Eastwood had moved his busi-
ness to the Haymarket by the start of 1859. Henry Syer
Cuming claimed that the Guildford trial was "A glorious
victory'; as with so many supposed victories, it is doubt-
ful that there were any winners.

The matter rested until the start of 1861, when Charles
Roach Smith wrote an article on the finds for the fifth
volume of his Collectanea Antiqua. He feared that it
might be litigious to revive the debate, but he believed
that the British Archaeological Association owed George
Eastwood compensation. He argued that the objects
dated from the reign of Queen Mary (from their style of
lettering), and had been imported from the Continent to
replace those articles of religious devotion that has been
destroyed by the Reformation.

As this went to press the fraud was exposed. Charles
Reed had been making his own investigations. He visited
Shadwell Dock, but he could not find anybody who had
uncovered any of the objects. When a sewer hunter (a
scavenger who roamed the city sewers) offered to sell
him some of the finds, he won his confidence and
persuaded him to divulge that they were forgeries.
Through him he gained an introduction to Billy and
Charley. Discovering that they felt that antique dealers
had defaulted on payments, he offered to buy from
them. Having gained their trust he bribed the sewer
hunter to break into their workshop and steal their
moulds. That March he exhibited the moulds to the
Society of Antiquaries. Augustus Franks praised his
detective work.

The reactions of those who had accepted the objects as
genuine arc not known. Charles Roach Smith made no
mention of the affair in his memoirs. George Eastwood,

[cont. on p. 132]
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Cider Making

Although apple orchards were established in England by
the Romans, there is no evidence of cider making until
the Norman Conquest. Cider making was certainly estab-
lished in Europe before then. One of the earliest refer-
ences to it was by Charlemagne at the beginning of the
9th century.

After the Norman Conquest there are definite records of
cider production in the monasteries of England. In the
main apple growing counties, including Kent, Somerset
and Hampshire, most manors had their own cider press-
es and made their own cider. Monasteries regularly sold
cider to the public. At Battle Abbey in Sussex records
show that, in 1369, 3 tuns of cider were sold for 55
shillings.

In medieval times, cider making was an important indus-
try in Kent, and in the time of Henry II Kentish cider mills
were noted for their strong spiced cider. Workers in the
monastery orchards in the 13t century received a daily
allowance of cider as part of their wages, a practice
continued until very recently in the west of England.

A Norrnaﬁa'; 'aEHIe press

Apple orchards were extensively planted in Kent (and
the East Sussex border regions) in the 16t and 17th
centuries. The growing of apples was also well advanced
in Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, and Worcestershire.
The bulk of these apples was used for cider making. The
building of canals in the late 18t century expanded the
market for cider. By the end of the century it was
estimated that 10 000 hogsheads (1 hogshead = 110
gallons) of cider were exported each year from Worces-
tershire alone.

Cider and apples were widely regarded as having health
giving properties. Cider drinking was widely supposed to
promote longevity as this chorus from a Devonshire
cider drinking song shows:

I were brought up on cider

And I be a hundred and two

But still that be 'nuthin when you come to think
Me father and mother be still in the pink

And they were brought up on cider

Of the rare old Tavistock brew

And me Granfer drinks quarts

For he's one of the sports

That were brought up on cider too

Other traditions are associated with cider, most notably
the Wassail. Farmers and farm workers used to salute
the apple trees in a ceremony known as wassailing.
- Wassail or Wass Hal means Be Thou of Good Health. The
time of the wassail varied from Christmas Eve to Twelfth

Night. Participants carried jugs of cider into the or-
chards, drank a health to the trees and the anticipated
next year's crop, and poured cider around the tree roots.
During the wassailing a great deal of noise was created
by banging pots and pans. Wheat flour cakes were eaten
at these ceremonies and small pieces of the cake were
dipped in cider and placed in the forks of the trees as a
thanksgiving to the spirit of the tree.

The usual method of harvesting apples was to send men
with long slender poles or rods (polting lugs) to beat the
trees. Women with baskets then collected the fallen
fruit. I have recently visited a cider farm in Somerset
where they use tractors to shake the trees, pile muddy
fruit onto trailers and tip into a trough where they are
roughly washed before being scratted (chopped up) and
pressed - I was surprised that the cider was so nice.

Following the attention given to the improvement of
cider during the 18t century, there was much planting
of cider apples in Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Som-
erset, and Devon. Cider was very popular and on farms
in the West Country workers received a daily allocation
of cider as part of their wages. Cider was supplied to
ships in Bristol harbour and was often shipped by sea
from Devon to London. Once in London it was often
adulterated and sold as imported wine.

Attention began to be paid to cider apple varieties. The
Foxwhelp, which appeared in the mid 17% century,
became popular and was used in the finest ciders.
According to Hugh Staffor, the Styre or Stiar apple was
noted for producing a bold, masculine, and strong cider
and at one time was almost the only apple esteemed for
producing rough cider. In Devon at the beginning of the
18th century, Royal Wilding came into prominence. Other
varieties were also developed such as Meadgate, White-
Sour, the Irish Cockagee, and Elliot. Somerset, not
reknowned for good cider until then, gave rise to the
most famous cider apple of all, the Kingston Black (Black
Taunton).

In 1903 apple varieties included Foxwhelp in Hereford-
shire, Sweet Alford and Woodbine in Devon, Morgan's
Sweet in Somerset and Kingston Black. The National
Fruit and Cider Institute ran extensive trials in the mid
1930s leading to the widespread use of Yarlington Mill,
a seedling raised in Somerset at the end of the 19t
century.

The Holmesdale Brewery in Wadhurst (1874 - 1912)
besides a range of beers also produced cider, but the
quantity and mix are unknown at this time.

The 20 century has led to a marked change to factory
production of cider in Britain. Factories buy fruit from
France and now import concentrated apple juice from
abroad. There has been some interest from the larger
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producers in locally produced apples accompanied by a
welcome improvement in the standard of cider. Howev-
er, it is still true to say that the best ciders are produced
by small farms using their own cider apples.

Travelling Cider Presses.*

Farms which did not grow sufficient apples to justify
having their own cider making apparatus used the trav-
elling cider mills and presses. These were custom made
of heavy oak, often by wheelwrights, mounted on two
wheels with shafts for the horse. Going from farm to
farm, equipped with a couple of horses, buckets, tubs,
strainers and an assistant or two, they would set up for
a few days at each, making six or eight barrels of juice
a day (about six to eight hundred gallons).

The apples went through a “chawling” machine first,
similar to a root pulper sometimes called a “scratter”.
This was powered by a horse going round and round in
a ring driving a "spinny-jinny", which crushed as well as
pulped. The resulting pomace was then shovelled into
the press, a frame about 2'6" square, like a box with no
bottom or top, with handles. An open-weave cloth
would be put into this frame and the pomace shovelled
in. The cloth would then be carefully folded over the top
to make a “cheese”. This would be repeated using
wooden laths to separate each frame. After building up
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to four or five feet with some dozen cloths, a square
block of timber would be placed on top and screwed
down with a capstan, using ash poles for extra leverage;
the juice would seep out at the bottom. Water was
added all the while; tap water was scorned, pool or
brook water was thought to add an extra something
before the fermentation process.

*Extract from Charles Kightly, "Country Voices", 1984
Thames and Hudson.

Beaumans Cider

Here we are talking about a very small orchard of 10
Bramley full standard trees about 70 years old; plus 2 -
Arthur Turners (a big fluffy cooker). In addition there are
7 recently planted cider varieties just coming into pro-
duction , 3 - Michelin, 2 - Kingston Black, and 2 - Tom
Putt.

My standard cider mix is 70% Bramley 10% Arthur
Turner and 20% cider apples, which give it flavour and
bite. The batch size is 620 Ibs (a bin) since this quantity
is pressed commercially. It takes 10 minutes to press
and produces 40 - 50 gallons of apple juice (a plastic
barrel of 225 Itrs). Apples are picked as late as possible,
Sept/Oct , and pressed November. No drops are used.
The yearly quantities range from 50 gallons to 150
gallons in good years. [cont. over]



Note from the Editor

The July newsletter should be available at the meeting on Jul
9. Articles and material for inclusion should be given to any
Committee member, or to The Editor at Greenman Farm,
Wadhurst TN5 6LE or you can e-mail
whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 30 June please.

Mr Pierre Descamps
Cercle Historique d'Aubers
109 le Haut Pommereau
59249 AUBERS FRANCE

Cider Making [cont.]

The barrel is transported to my house and the juice is
gravity fed into a similar barrel in my cellar. It is raw
juice, unpasturised, and will naturally start fermentation
from the wild yeasts on the apples; however in order to
ensure it starts quickly (it can go off with no preserva-
tive) yeast is introduced. There are many varieties of
yeast - the one I use is Gervains No 3. a high alcohol
wine yeast easily obtained from Wine Equipment Shops
in Maidstone or St Leonards.

Once fermentation starts - 2-3 days after yeasting - it
will continue from early November till March, very vigor-
ously at the start and then tailing off Jan/Feb/Mar. In
order to increase the percentage of alcohol in the final
cider the fermenting apple juice (must) is fed with
granulated sugar, which must be added slowly as the
fermentation activity will burst into life as the yeast
feeds on the raw sugar. I add 1 kg every 2 weeks, a max
of about 10 kg per 50 gallon barrel and this produces
cider of about 8% alc. Sugar is not essential if a lower
alc % is required. The tall 50 gallon barrels are better at
fermentation than the shorter 5 gallon, although it is still
possible to use the latter for special batches of juice.

Initially, the must will be very cloudy but as fermenta-
tion ceases in March the then cider will clear with a
sediment at the bottom (lees). The cider is then drained
(racked off) from the big barrels to smaller 5 gallon
semi-clear plastic, leaving the lees behind. It is left
unsweetened (so dry it takes the skin off your teeth)
because it will last longer. Finally, it is racked from 5
gallon down to a small 20 pint barrel for the kitchen and
at the same time sweetened to taste - its life is then
about 2-3 weeks, if it lasts that long. A minimum air-
space in the barrels ensures the cider has a long life. I
don’t think it improves after 3 years so there is no gain
in keeping it longer. There is also the risk of it turning
into vinegar.

If you want cider-vinegar simply expose the cider to the
maximum airspace (a shallow bowl) and it will quickly
turn, one to two weeks.

It is possible to make cider from most apple varieties,
but some are dreadful (Jonagold) or taste thin but smell
superbly (Worcesters); some are good (Cox) and some
very good (Blenheim Orange) but getting a good supply
of the latter is difficult. It is also possible to ferment pear
juice and make Perry, but that is another story.

Michael Kent

The Billy and Charley Story [cont. from p 129]

however, continued in business in the Haymarket until
1866.

It may be wondered how people were duped by these
objects, but scientific archaeology was in its infancy.
Charles Roach Smith and Thomas Hugo were the first
people to make a systematic study of medieval small
finds. Beside this. the debate turned into a moral issue,
making impartial discussion difficult.

Billy and Charley escaped prosecution (it may have been
difficult to prove that they had broken the law). They
continued their activities and swindled several members
of the British Archaeological Association. Increasing
awareness of Billy and Charley's activities may have
caused them to seek new markets. In 1867 they toured
the Windsor area selling their creations until a clergyman
recognised the objects and alerted the police. Billy and
Charley were taken to court, but there were insufficient
grounds for prosecution and they fled back to London.

By 1869 Billy and Charley were finding it so difficult to
sell their forgeries that Henry Syer Cuming could buy
them for a penny. Charley Eaton died on January 4th
1870, aged 35. His death certificate gave the cause of
his death as consumption and the place of his death as
a tenement in Tower Hamlets. There is no evidence that
he died a wealthy man. Billy Smith’s fate is unknown.

There is no record of Billy and Charley’s output, but
evidence presented in court at Guildford in 1858 sug-
gested that they manufactured between 1000 and 2000
objects in a year. This indicates that they produced four
or five a day (which sounds reasonable considering their
working conditions). Between then and 1861 they could
have produced three or four times as many forgeries.
Even if they reduced production after 1861 they could
have manufactured between 5 000 and 10 000 items
during their careers.

Billy and Charley forgeries continue to circulate. One was
mistaken for a Vampire Talisman and featured promi-
nently in a work on the paranormal! Examples can be
seen in several London museums, and there is a partic-
ularly interesting display in the Cuming Museum.

http://www.mernick.co.uk/B&C/

Corrections to corrigenda: Wadhurst - Town of the
High Weald: for ‘p 126 Caption’ read '‘p 123 line 28’ and
the Caption on p 126 should read ‘'c.1905' and not ‘c.
1935’

Visit our website - www.wadhurst.info/whs
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