NEWSLETTER NO. 11-Jul 2006
An Apology

Proof reading for Newsletter no 10 was appalling - only the editor is to blame! His only defence is that at the

same time "The Day Wadhurst Changed’ was in its final stages of production - and the priority was to get as
_few errors in that as possible! Hopefully NL11 is better proofed.

Chairman’s Report

As the summer break arrives, a look back at the last six months of the Society's life seems not inappro-
priate - it also helps fill the page as the flow of articles has falien away this quarter!

We have had six meetings - all attended by around 100 members and visitors; all proved a mixture of
entertaining and educational - and none disastrous. We also ran the astonishing evening to mark the
S0th anniversary of the RAF Meteor crash which wrecked part of the High Street and killed two elderly
members of the Wadhurst community; the pilot and navigator also lost their lives. The count at the door
suggested some 340 people crammed into the Commemoration Hall for a two hour presentation, fronted
by Heather Woodward and supported behind the scenes by a mass of research by Rachel Ring and oth-
ers. £670 was sent to the Hall & Institute and was put towards the stairs at the back of the Hall.

A direct spin off from that event was ‘The Day Wadhurst Changed - Friday 20 January 1956". 850 copies
were printed and the remaining stock level is now only 390; sales have more than recovered the costs of
production. ‘Victorian Wadhurst’ has also covered its costs; of the 1000 print run, 445 copies remain.

Membership is also going well - at the last count we have 73 family memberships and 102singles. Add
on 2 honorary members and 1 corresponding and we have 251 ‘members’. Small wonder our finances
are healthy.

Outings are also doing well: the Chichester trip was heavily over-subscribed and Bletchley Park in Octo-
ber is nearly sold out. The summer barbecue still has some tickets available but, if last year is any guide,
will be another howling success.

The only minor cloud is the progress in and membership of some of the task groups - see inside for fur-
ther details - and enjoy the summer. Next meeting - Oct 12. Michael Harte
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Meeting schedule in 2006

Commemoration Hall - 19:30 for 20:00

13 Jul: Ian Currie: Droughts Deluges & Dust Devils -
300 years of weather
30 Jul: Society annual barbecue at Olives Manor Churchsettle Road

7 Oct; Bletchley Park visit

12 Oct: Carol Griffiths: The Cinque Ports

9 Nov: Michael Insley: The Last Prize Fight
14 Dec: AGM: Members’ talks & social

Charitable Status
The Charity Commission has now recognised the
Wadhurst History Society as a Registered Charity un-
der no: 1113106. This is a significant step forward for
us, not only with potential financial benefits from the
Inland Revenue but also for our general standing in
the local history world. The Constitution, agreed at
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the December AGM, has been accepted as appropri-

ate by the Commission. Our ambit is to:

To advance the public's education in the local history of Wadhurst
and nearby Parishes in East Sussex and Kent by the collection,
collation and dissemination to the public of relevant information
and by the conduct of meetings, lectures and visits to places of
historical interest

13 Apr: Peter Jones: Chartwell

The start of the Easter week-end found a slightly smaller
meeting of the Society enjoying a fasdnating insight into
this National Trust house and gardens - and the timely
advice to avoid a visit there on bank holidays.

We heard about the non-public front of the National Trust
during the restorative winter period and its commitment to
preserve our heritage “for ever and for everyone”.

The focus of the evening lay with Churchill at Chartwell.
He acquired the house and 80 acres for £5000 in 1922,
much to Clementine’s dismay as she worried about its
decay and how it could operate with its dearth of quarters
for servants. Two years and a further £7500 later, indud-
ing the additional east wing, it was ready to receive them.

In the same way as he had badgered the architect during
the conversion, Churchill continued to make his mark
during the years which followed - the playhouse for his
daughters, all those water features and walls, and the
wonderful gardens, induding the Golden Rose Walk which
their children presented on their golden wedding in Sep-
tember 1958.

Peter explained how Churchill had contemplated having to
sell the house when he lost office in 1945. Money had
always been a problem, as Lady Churchill’s dressing table
made out of orange boxes testifies, but a group of friends
provided the funds to buy Chartwell for the nation, while
giving Churchill tenancy for life.

We were taken on a virtual tour of the house and of
Winston’s art studio, all fumished as in the 1930's. Peter
enriched the tour with the pageantry of Winston's roles as
Warden of the Cinque Ports and as a Knight of the Garter,
with insights into the Prime Minister’s priorities during the
war such as the Mulberry harbour at D-Day, and into his
idiosyncrasies - swimming in winter, the bottles at Christ-
mas, feeding the goldfish.

It was all enlivened by stories, such as the American lady’s
query of “What's the glass chicken?” as she gazed at the
cockerel which de Gaulle had presented to Clementine.
We heard too how Churchill had delighted in planning his
own funeral, induding the unlikely route for the train to
take his coffin to Blenheim. He relished the thought of de
Gaulle standing uncomfortably at Waterioo.

The Society was much impressed by the way in which
Chartwell was brought to life, and by Peter Jones' enthusi-
asm for the excellent work of the National Trust.

David James

11 May: Our speaker Chris McCooey called his talk
“Sussex Characters — Wacky, Weird, Wonderful” - and
began with his own life story, itself ‘Wacky, Weird and
Wonderful’. From a casual encounter in a pub, with a job
offer that sounded irresistible - but proved to be in Japan,
through marriage and raising a family in Japan until the
need for an English education brought the family back to
this area, he held his audience enthralled and entertained.
His entry into the field of authorship and book publication
was equally unconventional, starting with ‘Despatches
from the Home Front’ the war diaries of Joan Strange,
which he edited.

He then moved on to his selection of Sussex characters, all
as wacky, weird and wonderful as himself. Grey Owl, born
Archibald Stansfeld Belaney in Hastings in 1888, spent a
solitary childhood under the strict tutelage of two maiden
aunts. As a young man, he escaped to Canada, where he



whole-heartedly embraced life on the frontier in northern
Ontario and Quebec, passing himself off as the son of a
Scotsman and a Jicarilla Apache woman and became an
Indian at heart.

He took to trapping as a profession. It was not until he
met the love of his life, Anahareo - a young and adventur-
ous Iroquois woman, that he would see the need for
conservation. He wrote books, which pushed him into the
public spot light and brought him to England, where he
made his everlasting impact, speaking to audiences
induding the Royal Family at Buckingham Palace, as the
Red Indian: Grey Owi.

We also heard the tales of the incredible tattooed man,
Horace Ridler, the Great Omi, who was bom into an
upper-dass family living outside London, and enjoyed a
relatively privileged childhood. When World War I began,
Ridler, now 22, enlisted and was decorated for his out-
standing conduct and gallantry when serving in Mesopota-
mia. Demobilized at the end of the war with the rank of
major, with a small pension and few prospects, but willing
to take chances, he dedded to become an act at the
Odditorium. In 1922 he received his first few pictorial
tattoos, and began exhibiting himself in small side shows.
At some point between 1927 and 1934, while living in
Mitcham, Ridler took steps to improve his career as a
sideshow act. Contacting tattooist George Burchett, he
inquired about having himself “tattooed all over". Burchett
performed more than 150 hours of tattooing on Ridler with
a pattern of curved black stripes, often described as zebra-
like, masking the earlier tattoos.

The extent of tattooing on his lower body is a matter of
some debate, but viewers who saw him perform in 1941
have reported that much of his lower body was tattooed
with more conventional designs. His body and face thus
transformed, he began exhibiting himself at the London
Olympia and toured England and France, under the name
The Great Omi. He then decided to take his transforma-
tion a step further, having his ears pierced and stretched
to accept large gauge jewelry, and acquiring a large
septum piercing from a veterinarian. He hired a dentist to
file his teeth and began to wear elaborate costumes,
completing his physical transformation.

Like many sideshow performers, his act consisted of telling
tall tales about his body modification. After being intro-
duced by his colorfully dressed wife, Gladys Ridler, per-
forming under the name Omette, he would appear on
stage and tell his story. A common monalogue dlaimed
that he had been captured and tortured via tattooing in
New Guinea, and is similar to tales told by other tattooed
sideshow performers. While today this story seems
completely implausible, at the time a general lack of
knowledge about many areas of the globe provided an
opportunity for performers to play on the audience's
ignorance and fantasies. Later in life, during his retire-
ment, his stories became even more fanciful, less believ-
able, but no less colorful.

Chris also regaled us with tales of the intrepid woman
balloonist and parachutist, who - when up above the
cdouds - ‘heard the voice of God’ telling her to stop: she
duly did. And other tales flowed, entertaining us all!

3 Jun: Sodiety visit to Chichester Flower Festival

53 members and friends had a superb visual experience
when they visited the bi-annual flower festival in Chiches-
ter Cathedral. The sun shone (has it actually stopped
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since then?) from the time we left to our retum. By the
afternoon the crowds had certainly thinned out and it was
possible to retum and be able to stand back to take in the
spectadle and indeed to take photographs. We were
fortunate enough to be able to linger and hear one or two
recitals at different times during our visit. The craft, food
and plant tents tempted many of the group and others
decided to explore the delights of the dity to eat or to just
browse before our retum.

The following week I was talking to an exhibitor elsewhere
and in our conversation it came out that she arranged the
Chagall window display - I am sure many of you can recall
it too. It just goes to show you never know where you
might meet someone with further information to impart!

It was good to meet up with John and Beryl Blunt who
were too late to get a seat on the coach, but who drove
down and armived just as we were taking coffee before
entering the cathedral. it was also nice that one or two
members had made arrangements to meet friends whilst
we were there.

Thanks to Heather Woodward for her introductory talk on
the cathedral's history and to Neil Rose for another com-
fortable and safe journey. RR

8 Jun: Chris Wade: Smugglers in Kent
SHOCK HORROR—MYTH EXPLODED!

Chris Wade demolished any long held belief we might
have had about the gangs of smugglers who worked the
coasts of Sussex and Kent. No small bands of benign
smugglers moving small cargoes, for the benefit of local
people. Not a bit of it! Some of the gangs were up to
500 strong (or so at least the Hawkhurst Gang daimed in
their heyday) and they were moving huge quantities of
contraband - for example a load of 11 tons of tea in 1746,
plus many other items, incuding lace, brandy, tobacco,
calico, Ginevra (gin), rosewater, fans and other fancy
goods.

It is true that a lot of the lower paid workers in the teams
were impoverished farm labourers, but there was a strict
hierarchy in the field, and some of those higher up the
chain of command, for example those who sought and
found the financing for each operation, would have been
people of some standing in the community. It was not
unknown for magistrates themselves to be involved.

But to start at the bottom, there would have been a
number of ‘batmen’ and ‘tub carriers’ on the beaches
ready to take the contraband off the ships, and to then
drag it up the shingle to waiting pack-horses with covered
shoes for stealth. Often these men would have to carry
the tubs / barrels on their backs, sometimes for several
miles, if the preventive forces were known to be lying in
wait for them.

However this could be a good way of topping up inade-
quate wages on the land, since a tubman could earn up to
10/- for a night's work - the equivalent of a whole week’s
pay.

Chris Wade told us about the exploits of three of the Kent
gangs, the North Kent Gang, the Aldington Gang and the
most notorious Hawkhurst Gang. The first of these
worked in the mouth of the Thames, hugging the river
edges, working at dawn or dusk, melting away into the
small creeks around the Isle of Grain, and Egypt Bay.
These marshy areas were feared by local people, and the
smugglers were assiduous in perpetuating ghostly stories



to keep intruders away. Local farmers who were in on the
cut would graze their sheep on the areas where the
smugglers came in, thereby covering their tracks. Those
who were unfortunate enough to cross these thieves
could not expect any mercy, and were as like as not to
have their throats cut as example to others not to inter-
fere. Bizarrely, they might well then be commemorated
in the local churchyard with an expensive memorial stone,
paid for by the very smugglers who had killed them.

The second gang featuring in the lecture was the Alding-
ton Gang, or The Blues. The leaders of this group were
Seafus Quested, and subsequently George Ramsley
whose day job was as the publican of the Blind Pig public
house. His wife was reputed to dance enticingly for the
customers in order to sell the stolen goods at up to 300%
profit. This group, amongst others, often used to bribe
those who should have been apprehending them - in this
case 1 guinea being paid to the guards on one of the
bridges of the Royal Military Canal, to turn a blind eye to
the goods being spirited across at night.

The most infamous of all the gangs was the Hawkhurst
Gang. This was a particularly large and violent gang, who
intimidated any who dared to speak out against them,
and terrorised most of the South of England from around
1735 to 1749. It often worked with other local gangs,
including the Groombridge Gang and the Wingham Gang.
Eventually the people of Goudhurst, who had been par-
ticularly oppressed by the Hawkhurst Gang, rallied behind
a young military officer, George Sturt, who formed the
Goudhurst Miliia. The insolent leader of the gang at the
time, Thomas Kingsmill, vowed to destroy all the inhabi-
tants of Goudhurst on 24™ April 1747. To the surprise of
himself and his men, they were met with fierce resistance,
and were routed in a humiliating defeat. Subsequently,
the gang carried out one violent crime too many, killing a
forced informer, shoemaker Daniel Chater, and Customs
officer William Galley in a peculiarly vicious attack. Many
of the gang, including Thomas Kingsmill, were arraigned
in London, and hanged at Tyburn, their bodies then being
hung in chains for all to see.

So our lecture drew to a close. Smuggling was a highly
organised and violent activity. It involved hundreds of
people, many otherwise ‘good citizens' tuming a blind eye
to smuggling, mainly out of fear for their own or their
families” safety. The finanders of the expeditions often
made enormous amounts of money, and built themselves
grand homes on the proceeds. Even those buying the
goods must have known that they were stolen, since the
prices would have been suspiciously low. Eventually,
however, the callous violence of those involved tumed
ordinary folk against the smugglers and they were made
to face the full force of the Law.

Nearer to home there were groups of smugglers at both
Groombridge and Mayfield, the latter being active from at
least 1715 onwards. There is some interesting informa-
tion on these gangs on three websites:

www.smuggling.co.uk/gazetteer
www.villagenet.co.uk/dr-syn (where Kipling’s poem
A Smuggler’s Song can be seen)
www.hmag.org.uk/LocalHistory

See also the letters of John Collier, Mayor of Hastings, and
Surveyor General of Kent Riding Officers for 15 years
from 1735 on. He wrote over 2,000 letters detailing his
work dealing with smugglers. Macdelyn Meredith
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A HAPPY DAY FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE SUN-
DAY SCHOOL.

Found in the Parish Magazine August 1902 by Rosemarie
Peeling

The Annual treat to the children of the Sunday schools
connected with the Parish Church and the Mission Church
was held, by kind invitation of Mr. & Mrs. Watson-Smyth,
in the grounds of the Castle on July 9. There was a small
service in the Parish Church, after which the children to the
number of about 140, carrying many brightly coloured
flags, marched under the guidance of their teachers in a
long procession to the Park, where swings and see-saws
had been provided for their amusement, and preparation
had been made for games of cricket. Which were very
soon started, as well as many games for the little ones.
The Maypole had been conveyed from the school to a level
spot near the Castle, and arrangements were made for tea
under the shade of the trees.

At 4.15 the children were called together, and grace hav-
ing been sung, set to work vigorously on the ample meal
provided for them. When they were all thoroughly satis-
fied, the teachers sat down at a long table which after-
wards served for the mothers of the children who had all
been invited and of whom a considerable number were
able to attend. Several figures of the Maypole dance were
successfully performed under the direction of Miss Watson
and Miss Page, and gave much pleasure both to the chil-
dren and to the spectators. Throwing of ninepins for
cocoanuts proved even a greater attraction than cricket or
races.

Unfortunately soon after 6 o'dock the rain which had held
off began to fall heavily, and it was necessary to dismiss
the children, who before they dispersed gave three hearty
cheers for Mr. & Mrs. Watson-Smyth, the Vicar, the Rev.
W. C. Hazledine, and their teachers. It was much regret-
ted that Mrs. Watson-Smyth was not able to be present at
the treat in which she took so great an interest.

In February 1944:

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARTY - Iliness prevented some of our
children being present at the Sunday School Party, but
nevertheless there was a gathering of over 150. A conjur-
ing and ventriloguial entertainment came first, and then
there was an excellent tea, which all enjoyed, and finally
there were apples and a little present to take away. Once
more we say “Thank you very much” to Mrs Manktelow
and the teachers and helpers, who worked so hard to give
us all a happy time.

And 60 years ago this month

The Vicar of Wadhurst, the Revd D E Rice, and the Vicar of
Tidebrook, the Revd R C Filler, agreed to merge their par-
ish magazines. The Sunday School outing was also a joint
affair: “On Wednesday, July 17", our Sunday School will
join with the combined Wadhurst Sunday Schools in an
outing to Hastings by spedial train from Wadhurst Station,
Times will be announced later by poster. Regular scholars
free; unattached children 2/6, adults 5/6, tea extra. Con-
veyance from Church to Wadhurst Station is included in
the above charges. Names should be sent in by Sunday,
July 7" 1 now beg for cakes, sandwiches etc., for the
teas, which will be taken with us or conveyed by carrier.
Please send gifts in on Tuesday 16" to the Vicarage. Bring
own lunch and own cup.”



The High Weald Anvil is an interesting publication from the High Weald AONB Unit. The following is
taken from the latest edition with their permission. Their website www.highweald.org is full of inter-
esting information including the text of earlier articles

Farmstead Layout in the High Weald

Recent research on farmsteads has looked more closely at
layout as a way of describing their local character. A pro-
ject in the High Weald AONB has mapped farmstead
plans, as shown on late - 15th century maps. Bob Ed-
wards explains....

Nationally, there is a great diversity in farmstead plans -
both in terms of form and scale - which often reflect the
variations in farming practice that occurred over time and
from place to place. In upland areas of northern England
linear plans, with farm buildings attached to the farm-
house, suited the generally small farms and the termrain. In
coastal areas of Northumberland, huge estates built large
regular courtyard farms in the 19th century where cattle
were intensively reared. Across the chalk areas of the
south, loose courtyard plans dominated by large detached
bams, granaries and stables set around a yard are charac-
teristic.

In the small-scale landscape of the High Weald there was
often no attempt at planning or creating a formal yard
area. Instead, the house and bam (often the only build-
ings of the farmstead) were usually set fairly dose to-
gether - though sometimes there is no dear relationship
between the two. This unplanned, or dispersed, character
of farmsteads is also seen on larger farms, where a num-
ber of buildings scattered around the farmhouse - with or
without individual yards and sometimes induding small
regular L- and U-plan groups - were commonplace. Indi-
vidual buildings lining a wide track-way leading to the farm
were also typical. Such plans persisted in the Weald until
the mid-19th century, from which time there is increasing
evidence of more formal layouts - usually on estate-owned
farms.

The informal, unplanned farmsteads with their loose clus-
ters of buildings, often including a medieval farmhouse
and barn, an oast house and a labourer’s cottage, remain
a highly characteristic and important feature of the High
Weald landscape. Where oasts and barns have been con-
verted to residential use, these single farmsteads - often
sited at a junction of routeways - can now have the feel of
hamlets. It is important that when conversions are under-
taken, it is not only the character of the individual buildings
that are considered, but also the impact of development
on the whole of the farmstead group in the landscape.
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Our historic farmstead heritage

The High Weald was settled by individual farmers - lead-
ing to a historic pattem of scattered isolated farmsteads.
Today, these holdings still contain a rich heritage of dis-
tinctive buildings: structures that add a human dimension
to the landscape and provide cues about farming tradi-
tions long passed.

Traditional farm buildings are typically simple, straightfor-
ward buildings constructed by local workmen. They were
built to be functional - designed above all to shelter and
protect - though often with great inventiveness and atten-
tion to detail. They were not built to be charming or char-
acterful: these are attributes that we have attached to
them in modemn times.

Traditional farm buildings are locally distinctive. They re-
flect the building materials available nearby - in the case
of the High Weald, wood, brick and sandstone - and they
allow us a glimpse of past local farming practices.

In the South East, due to the variety of the underlying
geology (and, therefore, soils), some areas practising very
different forms of agriculture lie right next to each other.
This is apparent in the form of the farm buildings. For
example, on the Downs, large bams stored arable crops
and sheds sheltered animals producing manure for the
fields - while in the adjoining Weald, large numbers of
cattle houses and yards reflected the importance of cattle
breeding and fattening.

Today, many farnm buildings are no longer used for their
original purpose. However, it is not always easy to con-
vert them to homes or work places whilst at the same
time retaining those features which give the buildings
their distinctive agricultural identity. It is hoped that a
knowledge of how the farm buildings were originally used
and how farm building form relates to function - combined
with a greater understanding of the distinctiveness of local
farmstead layout - will lead to more sensitive develop-
ment in future.

Barns

The largest building in most farmyards is the bam. Very
few farm buildings other than bams survive from the
medieval period. One of the reasons for this may be that
bams were built by professional builders and carpenters,
while many other buildings would have been constructed
more cheaply, perhaps by the farmers themselves.

In arable areas, barns were used solely for the storage
and threshing of arable crops. Such barns are often very
large. However, the High Weald was an area of relatively
small-scale, mainly livestock farming, where the farmer
often had other part-time employment - and this is re-
flected in the size and type of barns found here. High
Weald barns are generally small and multi-purpose and
would have been used for the storage of all kinds of things
- as well as for housing some livestock.

Barns that have been used for threshing arable crops of-
ten have a large entrance door to accommodate a full cart
and a much smaller one opposite for the empty cart to
leave.

Granaries
Once the hard work of threshing had been done, the grain
was too precious to leave in the barn for any length of



time. In South and East England, small, detached grana-
ries held grain for seed and animal feed as well as any
surplus for sale.

Often, all that's left of the old granary are the mushroom-
shaped "staddle" stones on which the building rested -
designed to keep damp and vermin out. A two foot high
stem plus a cap overhang of six inches was required to
defeat the brown rat, introduced to Britain in the 1720s.

Oasts

Oasts come in many shapes and sizes, but the basic prin-
dple is the same: the hops are first placed on a slotted
floor over a heat source in the drying kiln. In many cases,
this takes the form of the familiar "roundel”.

Kilns are topped by a protective wooden cowl, ingeniously
designed to automatically turn the flue away from the
wind. When dry, the hops are laid out on the adjoining
upper bam floor to cool and finally scooped up and
packed into sacks - hop pockets - suspended below this
fioor. The lower floor of the barn acts as convenient stor-
age for the full pockets. Thus, no oast is complete without
both hop kiln and bam.

Cattle sheds

Every farmer knows that cold animals eat more and fat-
ten less: “A cold beast is a skinny beast.” Unlike sheep,
most cattle do not have warm, waterproof coats and need
a warm and dry place in which to shelter if they are to do
well.

In the High Weald open-fronted sheds provided shelter for
cattle in winter. These “shelter sheds” - best placed facing
south - were arranged around a yard, together with other
buildings. The sheds usually contained feeding racks but
the cattle were not tethered - as they were in some other
forms of cow house. The agricultural improvements of
the 18" century emphasised the importance of farmyard
manure to maintain the fertility of the soil: when cattle
were kept in yards, their manure was easily collected.

Cartsheds

These buildings are assodated with crop growing — their
size proportional to the arable acreage of a farm. They
are most commonly open fronted and similar to cattle
sheds, but often face away from the farmyard, perhaps
opening onto the drive - giving direct access to the fields.

Metal parts obviously needed protection from rain; but
carts and other farm implements were largely made of
wood and therefore also needed protection from the sun -
so cartsheds often face north.

Dairies

The liquid milk trade was very restricted before the late
19" century: in the dairy, milk was converted to butter
and cheese - products with much better keeping qualities.
The dairy on a small farm was often within the farmhouse
in a rear room. Some were separate buildngs but, as the
women of the household managed the dairy, they were
normally close to the house. The dairy needed to be cool
and well ventilated, so it was usually situated to the north
of the house shaded by trees and partly sunk into the
ground. It had thick cool flagstones on the floor and thick
stone shelves on which the dairy produce was stored.
Windows were shuttered, not glazed.

Pigsties

By medieval times, pigs were no longer being driven into
the High Weald's woods to feed on acoms. But pigs were
still valued for their ability to fatten quickly and for eating
what would otherwise be wasted. They were normally fed
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on kitchen scraps and whey (a by-product of dairying) and
so pigsties were often placed near both house and dairy
for ease of feeding. They often have a chute through the
front wall leading straight into the feeding trough.

Pigsties have low entrances - reflecting the height of the
pigs. Sometimes a hen loft was put above the pigsty,
helping to keep both pigs and hens warm and making the
sties more suitable for raising litters. It was also thought
that the pigs would frighten foxes away!

Dovecotes

Pigeons were originally kept to provide fresh meat - also
eggs and manure. During the medieval period the keep-
ing of pigeons was usually restricted as a manorial right-
and the construction of a dovecote indicated the high
status of its owner. Dovecotes can be free standing or in
lofts - or built into the outside of a building, for example in
the gable end. Janina Holobecki

Indexing and Binding

Leonard Ketcher has produced a comprehensive index
of the first 10 newsletters and our two books; copies
of this may be taken from the Library table at meet-
ings and can be downloaded from the website.

He has also given thought to a DIY binding for the
newsletters, enabling you to keep them in tidy order
for the future. An example is kept on the Library ta-
ble; he has described the method as follows.

“Now that you have an index and title page for the
first ten newsletters you may wish to make an ade-
quate and inexpensive binding to protect them - If
you are going to have the newsletters bound then do
NOT cut the double A4 pages in two - otherwise...

1. Obtain some clear A4 poly pockets from the sta-
tioners (a box of about 100 would cost £5).

2. Starting at newsletter number one carefully num-
ber with a pencil the first 1 - 4 pages, then newsletter
number two, pages 5 - 12 and so on until you reach
newsletter number ten which should be pages 69 -
76.

3. Cut the newsletters into separate pages with a pa-
per knife then insert the loose pages into the poly
pockets.

4. Put cardboard inserts, coloured paper, white A4 or
the Title Page into the front cover and then an insert
into the back cover. Cardboard would make a suit-
able stout cover for both back and front.

5. Next include the Rules and Accounts (as per pages i
- iii of the index) then the six pages of the index and
lastly the Newsletters between the covers.

6. Join the whole lot up using string, cord or ¥ inch
white tape to make an instant bound volume.

7. This system can be altered at any time by cutting
the string etc. and using additional blank A4 poly
pockets and re-securing the side binding as before.

8. Leave some blank A4 poly pockets at the back after
Newsletter number ten for future issues.”

Thank you Leonard - and happy DIYing to the Soci-
ety’s members! For my part, as Editor, I intend to
take Leonard’s suggestion for page numbering into
the production process. So, from Issue 11 on, page
numbering will be continuous and his step 2 above will
not need to be used for future issues.



The Last Toll-Gate in Sussex

712 THE SUSSEX COUNTY MAGAZINE

SUSSEX COUNTY MAGAZINE as to the last toll-gate to
be closed in Sussex. One of the last must have been
that at Bramber, of which I venture to enclose a pho-
tograph. It was closed in the spring of the year 1885.
Within two days that at Beeding on the Shoreham
road shared the same fate. I remember well the oc-
currence, for a large hole left in the road was not im-
mediately filled up. A traction engine came along and
was stuck in it. Horses were lent by Mr Elliott of Beed-
ing Court farm, and my father supplied the planks for
the "jacking up" from his yard in the village.

We have records that William de Braose, who came
over with the Conqueror and built Bramber Castle,
enforced tolls at the bridge below his castle, charging
“two pence” on all ships ascending to St Cuthman's
Port at Steyning. The canons of Fécamp established
there, objected to the charge and appealed to the
king. They claimed that they had always enjoyed free
passage. In 1086 the Conqueror decided in their fa-
vour and the monies were restored.

But whether, as is most probable, a toll was also lev-
ied on the road traffic, is not clear. Many investigators
think that up to this time there was only a ferry across
the wide brooks between Bramber and Beeding, the
"Fetus Pons" of St Peter lower down the river Adur at
Botolphs being still available. But if so, a charge
would be made for the ferry, which charge was later
in the hands of the monks of Sele (Beeding) when
Beeding Bridge was built.

If de Braose charged a road toll at his bridge, it proba-
bly enjoyed an unbroken existence of 800 years! Can
any record beat this? C. A. W. (Steyning).”

From The Sussex County Magazine 1936

Compare this illustration with those from *Victorian Wad-
hurst - Glimpses of Our Past’ in the article by Rachel Ring
on ‘The Turnpike and Tollgates'. The Beeding Tollhouse
is now in the Singleton Museum: there was clearly an
almost standard design in this part of the country.

To further the Society’s interests in turnpikes, toll gaEes
and milestones, we have joined the Milestone Society,
which not only seeks to preserve - and recover - mile-
stones but also is interested in finger posts and other
waymarkers.

“Some little time ago there was an enquiry in the

Task Groups

Following the publication of "Victorian Wadhurst" and "The
Day Wadhurst Changed" the main target for the next 18
months is to look into the impact of World War II on Wad-
hurst - from the mid 1930's to the late 1940's. We very
much hope that others will wish to join our research into
this, or one of the five groups which were set up when the
Sodety began

Industry & Agriculture [IA] is very busy and Family His-
tory [FH] is also active - representing the Sodiety at the
Tenterden Family History Fair on July 1 and exploring yet
more facets of local family history.

Oral History [OH] has a full schedule of interviews with
long term Wadhurst residents, many of whom can shed
interesting light on the period after Wordld War 1. The
group badly needs a few more enthusiasts to carry out
interviews and, more importantly perhaps, to transcaribe
the interviews so that they can be more readily used for
further research.

Development of Wadhurst [DW] has lost several of its
original members. If anyone out there feels that they
would like to join Rosemary Pope and Chris & Rachel Ring
in friendly research and a sharing of ideas, please do con-
tact either Rachel on 783 455 or Rosemary on 782 569.

Estates and Buildings [EB] is also in need of help. We
need to look at what happened in the large estates during
the Second World War - military use by Canadian soldiers,
the construction of pill boxes, food production, bomb
damage etc. There is also a large project coming up, in
conjunction with the Parish Council and Wealden District
Coundil to identify, list and photograph those buildings
and places in Wadhurst that are valued by all of us who
live here: buildings which are already listed will not need
to be covered but there are many others that are worth
recording. Anyone interested should contact Michael
Harte on 783 292.

Finally - there will be a meeting of the Task Group of Task
Groups [TGTG] at Markwicks, Cousley Wood at 19:30 on
Monday 17 July to take work forward. If anyone would
like to join in - come along and get involved.

Another Sussex Recipe

One and a half pounds plain flour, three-quarters of a
pound of fleed, half-pound of butter, salt to taste.

Cut the fleed up into very small pieces and rub it, and one
third of the butter, into one pound flour, to which the salt
has been added. Mix with water into a rather soft dough,
just so that it will leave the side of the mixing basin. Tum
out on to a well floured board and roll out thinly, three or
four (or even more) times. On each occasion work in the
remaining flour and butter. The great thing is to to get as
much air into the dough after each rolling, by continually
folding. At the end of this process fold up the dough com-
pactly and stand aside in as cold a place as possible for at
least twelve hours.

Then again roll out to a quarter inch thickness, cut into
rounds of five inches diameter, and lightly fold in half, and
again into quarters. Wash the tops of the cakes with egg,
and stand aside in a cold place for thirty minutes, before
placing in a hot oven. Time for baking twenty to thirty
minutes. You will notice there is no beating of the dough
in this recipe. Fleed cakes should only be made in cold
weather. Sussex County Magazine 1935

Fleed is fat scraped from under the pig skin






