





























Back Row: Bert Palmer, ?, ?, Rose Fuller Wallis
Middle Row: Albert ‘Shaky’ Smith, Bocking Collection Down,
Louis Humphrey, Archie Cornwell, Ernest Hope, Ted Rumens

Seated: Miss Wheeler (?) , Miss Piper, (later Mrs Kingsley
Fairbrother), J T Casterton, Mrs L Casterton, Miss Maude
Casterton.

Still looking hale and hearty in spite of the many
thousand miles he walked during his 52 years as a
postman, Rumens has many reflections of life on the
post office of those far-off days. Retiring ten years ago,
he spent 49 years at Wadhurst Post Office, and during
that time saw many changes which gradually improved
the conditions of the postman.

When he started at the age of 16, his weekly wage was
7/- which was increased to 13/- the following year. At
that time the average weekly wage of an adult postman
was 16/- and when Rumens was married in 1909, his
wages were 23/- a week.

In his early days, good conduct stripes were awarded
every three years for which they got 6d. a week extra.
Up to six stripes were allowed, but before Rumens
qualified for this number, they were withdrawn.

The postmen were due out of the office at 6 am, and
there were three deliveries a day involving some 18
miles walking a day. At that time, there was an evening
delivery starting at 7.15 usually finishing at 9.15 but if
the mail was late, it was often 10 to 11 pm. before they
finished their round, and it was a common occurrence to
find that residents had gone to bed when they took their
letter round.

In [Rumens’ earlier days, the head Post Office was at
Hawkhurst, and at that time Mr. Brooks (afterwards a
well-known Wadhurst baker) used to drive the mail van
from Wadhurst to Hawkhurst each evening, returning to
Wadhurst in the morning. He then used to carry a
mailbag from Wadhurst to Cousley Wood on his back.
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Following this arrangement, Mr. Gibb, who was
licensee of the old Railway Tavern used to collect the
mail from Wadhurst Station.
Members of the staff were not allowed to use cycles on
a recognised walking round, but owing to exceptional
circumstances, due to the very hilly district, Rose
Wallis, who for many years covered the Tidebrook
district was presented with a cycle by local residents,
and the post office sanctioned the use of this by him.
A popular postman at Wadhurst for many years during
this period was the late J T Casterton (seen in the
photograph seated in front of his post office with his
wife and young daughter). This Post Office which was
at the premises now occupied by W Goble, confectioner
[today it is Jackie Martel] was in the hands of the
Casterton family for many years.

BC/AM/550
In 1952, correspondence in the Kent and Sussex Courier
led to C H Bocking’s report to the Parish Council being
published:-

New postal services at Wadhurst were discussed by the
Parish Council on Tuesday, Mr C H Bocking stated that
the altered times of collection were causing great
inconvenience to business people. Under the new
arrangement, he said the last collection from Cousley
Wood on a week-day was at 2.40 pm. and the mail was
then taken to Wadhurst where it remained until 6 pm.
This meant that business people had, at great
inconvenience, to get their mail off before that time, and
travellers with last-minute orders were unable to catch
the last mails and had to go either to Wadhurst or to
Tunbridge Wells. The clerk was instructed to request
later morning and evening collections from Cousley
Wood.

In the same year, the Sussex Express wrote:
Post Office restored “Lost” Sussex Places.

Several Sussex villages which were “appropriated to
Kent by the Post Office authorities when postal
addresses were officially altered some while ago, have
now been restored to Sussex.

Villages near the Kent-Sussex border were linked, in the
Post Office directory with Kentish towns, and in some
cases the word “Kent” was added to complete the
address of villagers who live in Sussex and are proud of
it. The Post Office authorities now announce that as a



result of changes in the service which will operate from
September 29, the addresses of the following will be
changed:

A long list of villages follows and they have the
offending Tunbridge Wells and Kent removed. They
include Best Beech, Cousley Wood, Durgates,
Stonegate, Tidebrook, Wadhurst but also as far afield as
Coleman’s Hatch, Heathfield, Crowborough, Flimwell
and Hartfield.

The item closes:

The “Sussex Express and County Herald” has in the past
protested about the villages being appropriated to Kent,
saying that Sussex people are proud of their county and
object to being attached to Kent or any county other
than their own.

At that time, [their Bold print not mine] the Post
Office were adamant, and said that they could not
alter their organisation to meet the wishes of
borderline villages.

Without doubt the majority of Sussex people will be
glad that the Post Office authorities have found
reason to alter their views.

khkdk

On I’ April 1974, the Postbus Service was inaugurated
with Norman Bennett as the driver of the red and
yellow 11-seater mini-bus.

If you want to catch a bus — buy a stamp.

A little red bus with a bright yellow roof made its
inaugural trip from Tunbridge Wells to Wadhurst and
Mayfield and back on Monday — and opened up new
possibilities for transport in them countryside.

Descendant of the mail coaches which were the
aristocracy of the roads before the railways came, the
Royal Mail post bus, which now links small
communities like Tidebrook with neighbouring villages
and Tunbridge Wells, is the first of its kind in the East
Sussex.

Carrying eleven passengers as well as the mail, the
buses replace the familiar vans used by the Post Office
in rural areas where routes and times of mail collections
and delivery coincide with a public demand for
transport. Passengers pay the postman/driver as they
board and an appropriate postage stamp is stuck on to
their ticket.
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Mrs Pither, the chairman of Mayfield Parish Council,
explained that, when the 110 bus
withdrawn, the Tidebrook area between Wadhurst and
Mayfield was completely cut off. “The cottages, the

service was

tiny lanes, have been deprived of public transport, but
then Post Office has come along with a service which
will help. We have enjoyed the comfort of the buses
and the kindness and efficiency of the drivers.”

Geoffrey Johnson Smith MP said that the idea was
imaginative and practical. “There is a real need for this
sort of service. We talk about our friendly postmen. We
are going to have a friendly postman-driver for many
years to come. [ think this sort of service locally will
not only be prosperous but will help to bring us
together.”

Fares are similar to those on conventional bus routes

because post buses are much cheaper to run and so they

need only a small subsidy or no subsidy at all.”
BC/AM/557- 558
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Newcomers to Wadhurst may not know about the
importance of the Courthope family who lived at
Whiligh and were the local squires. An extract from an
article in the Sussex Life magazine (date unknown —
probably 1980) written by Vida Herbison includes
details from an interview the writer had with the Hon.
Daphne Courthope.

She told of her ancestor, George Courthope (1616 —
1685) who was brought to live at Whiligh as a baby
when his father inherited the estate. George was
educated at The Merchant Taylors and then University
College, Oxford, a fine and varied education for those
days. When he took his BA, the Grand Tour was fast
becoming the fashion for the sons of nobility and landed
gentry so George set out. Travel in those days was both
tedious and perilous, the sea being pirate-ridden and the
Continent of Europe having a large quota of bandits and
unscrupulous landlords, to say nothing of terrifying
diseases. (We have read of some of his adventures in
Newsletters 33 and 34).

After three years he returned to Whiligh, married
Elizabeth Hawes in 1643 and his youngest son
succeeded him as Commissioner at the Alienation
Office.



Like a good Civil Servant, he managed to hang on to the
office after the execution of Charles I, throughout the
Protectorate and Restoration, when he was pardoned and
knighted by Charles II. He later received a bill for £72
— expenses for the latter ceremony!

Miss Courthope herself with her elder sister, Beryl,
took a great part in village life.
Rangers and Guides and before the last war sang with
the local choral society organised by Mr Sydney Ansell
who was organist at the Methodist Church.

Like their father, Lord Courthope, both sisters were
keen on horses and hunted with the Eridge. The Hon.
Daphne became Joint-Master and she was also
Chairman of East Sussex County Council from 1967 —
1970.

They ran a troop of

12/AM/027

The Choirboys Magazine

When you go into the Choir Vestry of the Parish
Church, on the wall to the immediate right of the door,
you will see a collection of black and white photographs
and a goodly number of them feature choirboys. Dozens
of them!
them!]
In June 1957, a new publication appeared on the streets
of Wadhurst. Its first Editorial reads:

[Where are they now? Their Church needs

At last, this Magazine — the very first, I believe, that
Wadhurst Church Choir has produced - is in your hands.
I regret that publication, first in hand by the Gentlemen
and now by the Boys, has been so long delayed that
some of the news has passed into history. By the way
we are particularly interested in any information, verbal
or documentary, regarding the history of our choir, the
musical life of the Church generally, and of the village.
Perhaps you could help us. /I know where you are
coming from with that plea!]

On the next page, the vicar, Mr Roscamp wishes “the
first edition and future issues great success. The spirit of
the choristers has seldom been keener.....

ER]
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The previous year, the village had been devastated by
the Meteor crash and an unnamed choirboy contributed
one description about the day:

That night, firemen were on guard and no one could use
the High Street. That night was also Choir Practice
night. Our Choirmaster ‘phoned everyone he could and
asked boys to go on their bicycles to tell all members of
the choir not on the ‘phone that Choir Practice was to be
held in the Secondary School Hall. When we arrived at
the Church to get the books it was in darkness except for
three little candles flickering in the smoke-ladened
Church. After much groping in the dim light, with the
help of our Choirmaster, we managed to find the books
we wanted. After the practice we took the books back
to the Church, but we had to go through the Vicar’s
garden to get from one end of the High Street to the
other.

Activities were organised for the boys and one in August
1956 was a trip to Dymchurch .

We travelled by Davis’s coach of Hawkhurst. It took us
about an hour and a half to get to our destination.
Straightway we went and had lunch on a great verge
about ten yards from the sea wall.

After lunch we were allowed to visit the town, but so as
not to get lost, we were in little parties. When we got
back from the town the tide was sufficiently far out for
us to go bathing — luckily we were blessed with lovely
weather. At about 4 pm we got dressed, had a game,
then went to have tea. Arriving at the tea place we
found that we were to have tea in the open air. For tea,
we had five bottles of fizzy drinks, four plates of bread
and butter, four plates of cakes and three kinds of jam.
We also had an egg each.

After tea, we got on the coach, and after getting settled,
which was rather a hard job, we proceeded on our way
home. At about a quarter past seven we arrived home
rather tired but still very jolly. We all thanked the
Choirmaster for arranging a very enjoyable trip to the
coast.

Other items include an article originally published in
the Southern Weekly News of 1903 about a plan to
remove the organ and re-install it elsewhere in the
Church; “A Compulsory Journey” written by F Bond
when he had to go to an unknown destination whilst he
was in the RAF in 1943, local branch-line facts about
the railway via Stonegate; Poet’s Corner, pulls and
peals; what anthems and music were sung at numerous
services/funerals/weddings; London Airport; dogs and
ends with a crossword.

We shall definitely have to use more extracts from this
and later issues of the Choirboys Magazine.
11/AM/036
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Fund Raising:

If you have been at any of our meetings recently, you
will have heard why we are working so hard to raise
funds for the Wadhurst History Society. Not everyone is
able to come to these meetings for various reasons, so it
is probably a good idea to tell you what is going on.

You are all aware, of course, that we have to pay a much
increased rent for the premises “under the stage” and
that has to be a major consideration. £1500 annually is
large for a small charity and on top of that BT insists
that we are a commercial enterprise and so we pay very
heavy telephone charges. How they work that out we
cannot understand but all Ian’s persuasive charm has not
convinced them otherwise.

The History Society and its Centre volunteers are
delighted that an increasing amount of interest from
residents of Wadhurst and from people from further
away means that we regularly have very interesting
visits and they often end with our receiving more
documents and photographs plus the most wonderful
reminiscences about life in Wadhurst in days gone by.

For the sake of the generations to come, we are keen
that everything we receive is properly archived and
carefully stored to facilitate future research. We are
currently filling up most of the spare drawer space for
WHS documents and we have already over-crammed
the recently bought additional drawers for the Index
Cards. Of the latter, lan says we have well over 5,500
index cards available for cross-referencing — and he has
not had time yet to add all those we did while he was
away! To protect the Collections in case of disaster, we
are also hoping to scan every single item (eventually) on
to computer memory so that it can be stored off-site.
[Please don’t ask me to explain the technological
intricacies of that! Ask Ian.] To do that we shall
definitely need to ask for volunteers to help with the
mammoth task — would you be interested? Please let me
know.

With all that in mind, we hope to purchase an efficient
and effective scanner to be used alongside the
photocopiers which we have currently. We also are
looking out for two filing cabinets which match the ones
already storing the Wadhurst History Society Collection
and will soon be buying another batch of Index Card
boxes.

That is why we are putting on two further major fund-
raising events this year.

We are very grateful, however, to the Women of
Wadhurst who organised a very enjoyable Bridge
afternoon recently and donated half the proceeds from
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that to the Wadhurst History Society. That was extra-
ordinarily generous of them and will mean that either
the scanner or some more storage will soon be on order.
Thank you very much indeed to WoW.

skskokokok

Special Events

The first of our own major fund-raisers takes place on
Friday ot and Saturday 10t June - in the
Commemoration Hall - please support us.

A PORTRAIT OF WADHURST has been
advertised in Focus and on posters. We are very pleased
that 41 paintings and drawings were submitted by
students from the Wadhurst Primary School from every
age group and many are absolutely brilliant. Many
thanks to the boys and girls and to their Staff for their
hard work. A further 39 stunning pictures came in from
adults in a wide variety of styles and many of them are
for sale so that gives you a chance to buy a Christmas
present or two, if something catches your eye.

We propose to make our own selection from all these
portraits for our calendar this year and some may also be
made into postcards and notelets.

Three professional judges will choose the prize winners
but the identities of the winners and of the artists will
not be revealed to the judges or to the public until the
exhibition opens in June.

With all the artistic talent of Wadhurst on paper and
canvas, the Commemoration Hall will be housing 8 - 10
Craft Stalls — ceramics, cards, jewellery, candles
and much more besides - which will again provide
scope for present-buying.

We shall also be exhibiting some of the

Art Works from the Collections
for which we are responsible and that will give you an
opportunity to see what we sometimes have on display
downstairs.

The Artist’s Studio
will be serving refreshments and light ploughman’s
meals during the day and there will be a cake and sweet
stall with goods provided and selling done by the
Wadhurst History Society.



THE EXHIBITION IS OPEN:
Friday, 9t June: 10 am till 8 pm.
Saturday 10t June: 10 am till 6 pm.
HOW COULD YOU HELP?

Please can you offer to:-

e Make traybakes, cakes — small and big, scones,
savouries, etc for the cake stall and for the
Artist’s Studio.

e Help with
afternoon/ early evening.

setting up on Thursday late

e Help with taking down on Saturday evening.

e Provide prizes for the Raffle.

e Help with selling and folding for the Raffle.
(one or more two-hour sessions)

e Welcome people as they come in and (wo)man
the donations bucket (one or more two-hour
sessions)

e Act as a steward for one or more two-hour
sessions during the exhibition

e Serve and help in the kitchen

e Be a sales person on the cake stall

e Come along more than once and bring your
family and friends to admire and marvel.

If every member of the Society contributes in some way,
we shall be able to continue with our project of

Learning from the Past to Understand the Present.
At the May meeting you will be able to fill in the boards
indicating your availability. If you receive this
Newsletter by post or by hand delivery, please ring
01892 783212 (Heather or 783455 (Rachel to let them

know how you could help.

Thank you very much indeed.

fhkkk
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Alison Weir

Our other major fundraising event will be
on Saturday 18t November
when the well-known historian and author.

ALISON WEIR

will be giving her talk entitled:

Katherine Swynford:

The Story of John and Gaunt and his
Scandalous Duchess.

Alison will give her presentation about this 14™ century
beauty and femme fatale in the oldest historical building
in Wadhurst

The Parish Church, 7 pm for a 7.30 start.

Further details and tickets will be available in due
course but meanwhile, please put that date in your
diaries. This is a rare opportunity not to be missed and
she will be willing to sign books purchased during the
evening.

kdkdk



Notes from the Editor.

The next Newsletter should appear in about three
months’ time. Please submit comments, ideas,
information and articles for inclusion and also any
questions that you may have. Somebody may well know
the answer(s). Such contributions should be sent to

The Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst

TNS5 6LR or e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com

before FRIDAY 25™ AUGUST 2017.

One final item from the Kent and Sussex Courier of
July 1896 which seems to have been a disastrous month:

During the last few weeks the parish of Wadhurst has
been the scene of quite a chapter of accidents.

The first happened to a lad named Piper who was
engaged with his father on Mr Carpenter’s new shop.
Coming off the scaffolding, he missed his footing on the
ladder and fell on his head a distance of over 16 feet.
Fortunately, he fell on the roof of an outhouse which
somewhat broke his fall.

The second was of a more alarming and dreadful
character and happened to a well-known cyclist, Edward
Meopham, of Ticehurst.

The young fellow was returning from Tunbridge Wells
on a light racer. On the road between Frant and
Wadhurst he nearly came to grief owing to the chain
breaking, the machine being minus a brake.

At Wadhurst he had the chain repaired. Restarting, he
was proceeding rapidly down the school hill when the
top of the forks crown broke right off, the machine
separating into two parts. The poor fellow came on his
head and ploughed along the hard road for a distance of
nearly eight yards. He received a fearful wound over
his left eye and his left ear was almost severed.

The next accident happened to a little lad in Cousley
Wood who fell from a wagon and the wheels passed
over him. He was also injured about the head.

skskoskokok
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An Outing

Rachel is putting the finishing touches to plans for an
Outing in September to an historic Kent town. We
should be able to give you all the details at the meeting
on 14™ June. Thereafter contact Rachel on 783455.
Only 3 copies are available of a book written by
INGEBORG PEDELTY based on letters sent to her
parents in Austria and those she, and her sister Margit,
received back. These two little girls were evacuated to
England for the whole of WW2 and became Miss
Boyd's wards. They lived at Hill House and attended
Wadhurst College travelling there by pony and trap.
Both girls married Englishmen. The A4 size book costs
£20. Please contact Rachel on 01892 783455.

Wadhurst History Society Publications

Wadhurst - Then and Now, a study in pictures £12
Victorian Wadhurst £9
The Last Prize Fight £4
Wadhurst Back in Time: 1901 - 1936 £15
Wadhurst’s Black Sunday: 9™ May 1915 £10
Wadhurst in the Second World War £12
The Day Wadhurst Changed, January 1956 £9
A Brief History of George Street £4

Wadhurst: Town of the High Weald (2"! Edition) £12.50
Tom Lawson’s Diary of a Young Man — 1940 £13.99

All these publications are available at WHS meetings,
from the Centre on Tuesday mornings, from Barnett’s
Bookshop and the Post Office.

In this month of May:

Ist — 1707 — the Union between England and Scotland
274 - 1903 - Dr Spock was born

4th — 1494 — Christopher Columbus discovered Jamaica
6" — 1889 — the Eiffel Tower was opened to the public

7t — 1915 — “‘Lusitania’ torpedoed by German
submarine
9th 1915 — the Battle of Aubers Ridge

10t — 1994 — Nelson Mandela inaugurated as president
of South Africa

12 — 1937 - George VI crowned in Westminster Abbey

14" — 1796 — Smallpox vaccine developed by Dr Jenner

18" — 1804 — Napoleon Bonaparte became Emperor of
France

24" — 1844 — Samuel Morse sent the first official
telegraph message

26" — 1940 — Dunkirk evacuation began

28— 1961 — Amnesty International founded by London
lawyer, Peter Berenson

To see more of our archives, consult

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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