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WADHURST HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

NEWSLETTER No. 32 –   November 2015 
Notes from the Centre 

 

 

The present‐day site of the Battle of Aubers Ridge, photographed by Laurent Mayeux.  
(Wadhurst History Society Collection) 

 
What an extra-ordinary late-Summer we had in the Wadhurst History Society with the Remembrance Exhibition in the 
Commemoration Hall providing a most amazing testament to the quality of our archives and the enthusiasm from the 
public for recalling or discovering the past.  Naturally, we were delighted by the response of the many visitors who came 
and were so complimentary about the whole set-up. 
 
There are so many people to thank for their hard work and the sterling efforts they made to ensure the success of such 
an ambitious project: the caterers and servers at the Officers’ Mess, the admin staff at Reception, the constructors of 
display boards armed with their precision rulers to create the photographic ‘spine’ for the whole event, the artistic 
arrangers who set up the imaginative displays of documents, artefacts and photographs, the table decorators, the willing 
volunteers on duty throughout the three days, the readers and the generous lenders of precious mementos lovingly 
treasured over the years.  We must not forget the “backroom boys and girls” who gave up their free time to provide help 
wherever it was needed, even to the point of bringing in their own ironing boards!   

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH INDEED. 
 
It was good that many delays did not prevent our being able to reveal our ninth publication in time.  Wadhurst’s Black 
Sunday is an in-depth study of the Battle of Aubers Ridge itself and its background, and of the 25 men mostly from the 
Royal Sussex Regiment who gave their lives.  Christmas cards, 2016 calendars featuring another 13 pictures from our 
archives and colourful notelets of the memorial garden beside the War Memorial were also available for people to 
purchase; a lot was definitely going on.  On the hour every hour throughout the exhibition introduced by the tolling of a 
bell, prose and poetry readings relevant to the theme of remembrance and war were read by a wide range of speakers. 
 

We hoped to create an exhibition with a difference.  Thank you for helping us make it happen. 
 

For updated news and information about the 
Wadhurst History Society, please consult 

 
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org 
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  Rachel Ring                  Chestnuts 
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The Management Committee 

 
Chairman       Heather Woodward       and Newsletter Editor 

Treasurer     Ian Adam-Smith 
 
Secretary    Peta Hodges    41 St James’s Road
  Tunbridge Wells  
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Events Organiser                                              
            
Talks  Arthur Dewar 8 The Leas 
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Members        01732 669297     Tonbridge TN9 2AT 

        Joan Grace     10 Woods Green 
        01892 783721              Wadhurst TN5 6QN 
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 Brenda Preston 4 Dewhurst Cottages 
 01892 782355 Wadhurst TN5 6TL
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 01892 782498 Wadhurst TN5 6TZ 

 

****** 

 

Talks from now until the end of 2016. 

Wed. 10 December 2015:   Annual General Meeting + Peter  
Collins and his Bell Ringers. 

   
Thurs. 7 January 2016:  “The History of the Wadhurst Brass 

Band”      
  by Algy Hoare     

The story of Bands in Wadhurst and the evolution of our current 
village institution. 

 
Wed. 3rd February: “You’ve Never Had It So Good” 
                          by Don Dray 
the social history of Britain 1945 – 1960 when people began to think 

that life was good again. 
 
Wed. 9th March:  “The Politeness of Princes” 

  by Imogen Corriagan 
Imogen examines the reality of manners and etiquette in the 
mediæval period, the food presented, and the behaviour expected. 
 
Wed. 6th April:  “Murderer or Martyr?  The Life and Death of  

King Richard III”.   
by Mark Perry Nash, descendant of John Nash, the architect. 

Reconsidering the reputation of this controversial king – a villain or 
a sympathetic character? Review the evidence for and against. 
 
Thurs. 5th May:  “The Lucke Family of Wadhurst and 
Lamberhurst in the 17th – 19th Centuries”.            by Joan Angus. 
Joan describes her researches on the family in preparation for her 
historical novel, “There Be Dragons”. 
 
Wed. 8th June: “An English History of Freedom”  

by Andy Thomas - noted speaker, broadcaster and author. 
From Boudicca, through the Peasants’ Revolt to Cromwell, Thomas 
Paine, the Suffragettes and George Orwell – freedom has been the 
key issue in English history. 
 
Wed. 6th July: “A Schoolboy in London during World War II” 

     by Ray Broomfield 
Ray describes his experiences, the rationing and blackout, living in 
shelters and the work of members of the services on the home front.  
He will bring a display of various items. 
 
Thurs. 15th September: “Epic Voyages in History”  

      by David Clark 
Find out more about the voyages of the Mayflower (1620), the 
Golden Hind (1577), HMS Lutine (1799), HMS Prince of Wales 
(1941), USS Maddox (1964)  See also some of David’s selection of 
the ship models he has made. 
 
Thurs. 6th October: “Churchill’s Special Army – the Special 
Operations Executive”,                                        by Gilly Halcrow. 
Gilly pays tribute to and describes the work of the men and women 
agents who were parachuted behind enemy lines to “Set Europe 
Ablaze”. 
 
Wed. 9th November:  Wadhurst History Society Members’ 
Evening of short talks and presentations. 
 
Wed. 7th December:  AGM and Entertainment.  Mulled wine and 
mince pies. 
 

Thank you, Arthur for another varied and 
interesting sounding collection of talks. 

 

MONTHLY TALKS: 

 

The last edition of the newsletter contained 
all the write-ups for the previous part of 
this year.  For this edition, we have only 
two:  one on a stately home, the other on a 
national institution.  
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September 2015:    

Knole and the Sackvilles 

by Gilly Halcrow 

In a fascinating and well-illustrated talk, Gilly Halcrow (for 
over 20 years a guide at Knole) told the story of Knole, its 
history and the families that created and occupied it until the 
National Trust took it over in 1946. 

You do not realise as you go through the unassuming gates 
that at the end of the drive lies possibly the largest house in 
England – a “calendar house” with 365 rooms, 52 staircases, 
12 outside entrances and 7 courtyards.  Without the “frills” of 
Palladian columns or Capability Brown landscaping, this is 
nevertheless a grand house, with halls and galleries and 4 
acres of roof, set in a 30-acre garden within a 1,000 acre deer 
park on high ground. 

Originally a manor house owned by the Fiennes family, it was 
bought by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1456 for £266-13-
4d (£266.67), and used as a convenient stopping-off point 
between London and Canterbury. In due course, Henry VIII 
enjoyed hunting there and, to no one’s surprise, forced the 
Archbishop to “voluntarily” hand it over to the crown.  On 
Henry’s death, the house passed in turn to the king’s children 
on their accession, Edward, Mary and then Elizabeth.  By the 
time Elizabeth became queen the crown owned so many 
properties that she needed to downsize; she gave Knole to 
Robert Dudley, Earl of Essex. 

In time, the property was acquired by Thomas Sackville, Earl 
of Dorset, Elizabeth’s Lord High Treasurer, a wealthy lawyer 
and poet who lived at Buckhurst in Withyham.  In the early 
17th Century, he set about turning Knole into a show house, 
and with access to the royal craftsmen he modernised it, 
installing ornate ceilings, fireplaces, staircases, screens and 
panelling.  The Great Hall is a fabulous room with a 
magnificent marble fireplace from Bethersden (which cost 
£27-10-0 or £27.50 – approximately one tenth of the cost of 
the whole property 150 years previously).  Sadly, Thomas 
died only a couple of years after his project was completed. 

In the middle of the 17th Century, Knole was in the hands of 
Richard, the 5th Earl.  He married the heiress Frances 
Cranfield whose wealth greatly contributed to the estate.  
They had 13 children, but most died in infancy, including 
Thomas, the oldest, who died at 13.  The fine monument in 
the Sackville Chapel in Withyham church was a memorial to 
him, as well as to Richard himself who died 2 years later. 

Richard was succeeded by his son Charles, the 6th Earl and a 
Restoration Rake!  He was found guilty of manslaughter, but 
pardoned, and on 16th June 1663 he was again pardoned, this 
time for lewd behaviour at a brothel in Covent Garden, but 
that night Withyham Church was struck by lightning and 
badly burnt – perhaps God didn’t pardon him!  Charles fell in 
with Nell Gwyn and set up a merry house in Epsom, but later 
married twice, each time to heiresses, to the great benefit of 
Knole.  He became ambassador to the Court of Louis XIV and 
after becoming the Lord Chamberlain to William and Mary he 
took over much of the furniture of the Stuarts including King 
James II’s marriage bed.  He had an extensive cellar and was 
a most genial host. 

Moving to the 18th Century, Knole was in the hands of John 
Frederick Sackville, 3rd Duke of Dorset.  He was a lover of 

cricket, a patron of Joshua Reynolds – and a great womaniser, 
with a reputation as the “most dangerous of men”!  With his 
mistress Giovanna Baccelli, a dancer, he had a son, but as he 
needed a legitimate heir he paid off Giovanna and married 
Arabella Cope, 23 years younger than him – and another 
heiress!  They had a son who succeeded as the 4th Duke – but 
he died at 21 without heir and that was the end of the 
dukedom. 

However, Knole remained in the hands of the Sackville 
family – and now it gets complicated.  The 2nd Baron 
Sackville had a mistress, Pepita, a Spanish dancer who bore 
him 5 illegitimate children.  One of these, Victoria, fell in 
love with (and married) her first cousin, Lionel Sackville 
West and they moved into Knole.  She modernised it, 
installing telephones, hot running water, central heating and 
electricity.  They had a daughter, Vita (born in 1892), who 
was brought up at, and loved Knole – but, as a woman, wasn’t 
able to inherit the estate which went instead to her cousin 
Eddie Sackville West. 

The estate suffered during the first half of the 20th Century, 
and was damaged by a bomb in WWII.  The costs of 
maintaining it and the burden of taxes and death duties were 
beyond the family’s resources and in 1946 the main buildings, 
by now in a terrible state, were taken over by the National 
Trust.  Further damage was suffered in the storm of 1987, but 
since then major conservation work is being undertaken to 
protect the buildings and important contents and to restore 
Knole to its former glory. 

It was wonderful to hear the story of this national treasure on 
our doorstep, how it came to be and of the characters who 
lived there.  Gilly Halcrow certainly inspired us to pay 
another visit.                                                Mike Goolden 

October 2015: 

Carrying the Mail 

by Avice Harris 
‘CARRYING THE MAILS’ was an illustrated talk showing many 
modes of transport employed over the centuries since the 
inception of the Royal Mail in the reign of Henry VIII. 

From 1216 we know that there were Royal despatches on 
Affairs of State carried throughout the kingdom and to the 
continent, but it was Henry VIII who set up regular post 
stages on routes out of London for public usage. However, as 
yet, very few people could read or write. A letter sent in 1542 
with three gallows drawn across the bottom of the letter 
indicated that the recipient had received a reprieve from 
execution. 

In London, to make money, the cost of sending a letter 
depended on the number of pages being sent. We saw a letter 
from 1646 with cross writing, running horizontally then 
vertically to save paper but not legibility. (One of our 
imaginative visitors worked out, while later looking at the 
display, how these letters could be read.) By 1770, there was a 
system of post-roads covering the country with the post being 
carried on horseback. It was a slow business and open to 
robbery. 

By 1784, stage coaches had been introduced on the London to 
Bath route making the journey in 18 hours. There were 
pictures showing the post horn calling up the toll keeper 
attired in slippers and nightcap, post being collected or 
delivered through upstairs windows, stage coaches in 
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Pentacycle parcel deliveries “the hen and chickens”! 

appalling weather struggling up or down hills and many 
pictures where multitudes of stage coaches were all gathered 
at central post houses. 

Inevitably, there were many incidents. John Goodfellow, 
buried in Moffat, perished while valiantly carrying the post on 
his back after his coach was stranded in snow-drifts. 
Meanwhile, others were hanged for robbery. A poster offered 
a reward of 100 guineas after a theft of 7 mailbags and a box 
of letters bound for the continent. But cheerier pictures 
showed London letter-carriers with stovepipe hats whereas 
the parcel-carriers wore shakos!   

The Uniform Penny Post was introduced in 1840 throughout 
the country and the Royal Mail became a government 
monopoly. The volume of correspondence increased and the 
modes of letter-carrying rapidly evolved. The first stamp ever, 
the famous penny black featuring the young Queen Victoria, 
was introduced. 

In 1883 parcel post 
started. For a while 
the Sussex Dog Cart 
worked between 
Arundel and 
Chichester. Different 
types of cycle were 
introduced for 
deliveries including 
the penny-farthing, a 
4-wheeled 2-person 
parcel-carrier and the 
pentacycle (also 
known as the hen and 
chicks).  

 

Horse-drawn parcel coaches were very top-heavy and by 1900 
had become motorised. Vans, motorcycles and autocars were 
soon introduced as also were electric vans. 

Packet boats were a slow means of carrying overseas mail, 
with the risk of all mailbags being weighted and thrown 
overboard if the packet was attacked. Initially, mail carriages 
were attached to steam trains but ran the risk of sparks 
igniting the mail. Soon these carriages became mobile sorting 
offices until they realised that the hessian sacks were causing 
lung problems in such enclosed spaces. 

Between 1863 and 1874, the London Pneumatic Despatch 
Company used air pressure to either blow or suck capsules on 
narrow gauge tracks within airtight tubes. Mailbags were 
loaded into the capsules and within minutes they arrived at 
their destinations some reaching speeds of 60mph.  There was 
just about enough room for a person to squeeze into a capsule 

and go for a ride.  

(A Wadhurst History Society member tells me that she too 
had a ride in the tube as her father worked for the PO). 

Airmail started in 1919 for the troops still abroad after the war 
and is now a worldwide service. 

Joan Grace. 

***** 

More about the Mails 

Following Avice’s talk, Brian and Valerie Smith read a 
critique by John Ure about a new publication, “The 
News from Waterloo”, written by Brian Cathcart.  

Herewith some extracts of the article from the  
Times Literary Supplement. 

 
- In this year of the 200th anniversary of the Battle of 
Waterloo, Brian Cathcart tells the story of how the good 
tidings of victory reached London, a story which is 
complex, intriguing and exciting.  In the immediate 
aftermath of the battle, various and somewhat hazardous 
attempts were made to send the news, ranging from 
carrier pigeons to semaphore; one of the latter was 
particularly unfortunate.  The message “Wellington 
defeated Napoleon at Waterloo” was interrupted by 
clouds between the signal posts after only the first two 
words had been transmitted!   One organisation which 
did receive the full message, however, was Rothschild’s 
bank. 

- Ignorance about the result of the battle was not 
confined to London.  Even in Brussels – only a few 
miles away and heaving with aristocratic visitors, many 
of whom had been at the Duchess of Richmond’s 
famous ball on the eve of the encounter – everyone was 
in a state of panic, trying to flee to Amsterdam with its 
fortifications and maritime access to England, until the 
arrival of the Iron Duke the following day declaring – ‘I 
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think we’ve done for ‘em this time’ – finally dispelled 
the alarming rumours that had been circulating. 

- It wasn’t until sixteen hours after the conclusion of the 
battle that Wellington eventually gave his famous 
dispatch to one of his aides de camp – Major the Hon. 
Henry Percy – and charged him with its delivery to 
London. 

- The distance from Brussels to the coast at Ostend was 
only 78 miles but it took Percy over a day; good horses 
were virtually impossible to come by, as they had either 
been requisitioned earlier by the military or by the 
foreign escapees from Brussels.  His journey was not 
made easier by the requirement to carry two of 
Napoleon’s famous eagle banners “to lay at the feet of 
the Prince Regent” on arrival.  The ship that was 
carrying Percy from Ostend became becalmed and 
eventually he had to be rowed ashore. 

- From Broadstairs, despite the obviously special nature 
of the mission, he still had to endure the hold-ups of 
turnpike gates and highway officialdom. Even when he 
reached London, his problems were not over: Lord 
Bathurst was dining in one place and the Prince Regent 
in another.  Percy – dirty, exhausted and still blood-
stained – presented himself at one fashionable dinner 
party after another.  But at last the news from Waterloo 
was reliable, official and conclusively celebratory. 

John Ure ends by complimenting Brian Cathcart for his 
balanced and positive contribution to the literature of 
Waterloo. 

The News from Waterloo is published by Faber @ 
£16.99.  ISBN 978 0 571 31525 3 

****** 
Turning now to events nearer home. 

The Remembrance Exhibition 

Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd August 2015 

Wadhurst has marked the centenary year of the Battle of 
Aubers Ridge in many ways during the course of 2015 – 
especially through the In the Field concert and 
installation in the Parish Church, the memorial meadow 
at the Jardin d’Aubers, the Wadhurst Twinning 
Association and the Wadhurst Brass Band.   

The Wadhurst History Society also wanted to recognise 
its importance and its impact on the community in 
various ways and so we gradually put together an 
exhibition and a publication.    

That sounds very simple when it’s written down like 
that.  Actually it took two years! 

We had so many ideas about how we might create an 
exhibition which was a bit different.  We wanted 
something eye-catching; something which would make 
people want to come back and persuade their friends to 
come too; we wanted people of all ages  to learn from it; 
and we wanted everyone to think it was worth the effort. 

We were extremely grateful to a very generous donor 
who enabled us to purchase the magnificent display 
boards which formed the “spine” of the exhibition and 
gave everyone the opportunity to see properly the 
evocative collection of black and white photographs by  

LAURENT MAYEUX. 

Laurent, living near Arras, spent many a free hour of his 
childhood exploring the region around the battlefields of 
the 1st World War.  He felt that those terrible fights had 
scarred the landscape and that the scar is still visible.  
He, therefore,  devised this project which shows present-
day views of the locations, many of which have become 
so much a part of British history – Arras, Ypres, 
Ploegsteert, Armentières, Loos, Neuve Chapelle, 
Fromelles, Notre Dame de Florette, Vimy and so many 
others.  Laurent called his collection, La Ligne, (The 
Line).  We were again very grateful for the generosity of 
an individual because Laurent gave us the memory stick 
and allowed us to use it as we wished.  As a result, the 
photograph of Aubers is the very appropriate front cover 
picture of our latest publication, Wadhurst’s Black 
Sunday and on this Newsletter. 

Laurent’s colleague, VIRGINIE GALLOIS, allowed us to 
show some of her paintings which are a striking contrast 

to Laurent’s black and 
white photographs.  
Their vivid vermilion, 
earth colours, green and 
white made a big 
impact on the stage and 
became a real talking 
point when their 
symbolism was 
explained. 

As a child, Virginie had 
been given a bandage 
made of gauze and 
cotton dating back to 
1916.  Seen in a grey 
version here, you can 
see the bandage across 
the upper part of the 
picture. 
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The ‘white’ part of the cape has at its hem in the 
background a picture of the battlefield and the barcode 
is of the geographical co-ordinates of that field; in the 
full picture below the soldier’s feet are the letters and 
numbers of those same co-ordinates,  In this case they 
are 50o45’4’’N2o44’11’’E. 

As Virginie explains “the soldier cannot be identified; 
he is British, Australian, Belgian, French, Canadian, 
Kiwi, Indian, Chinese, German – only the landscape is 
identified”. 

Virginie’s colours evoked earth, blood, passion, 
grieving, the poppy and the vegetation, seen at the top, 
which symbolises hope and revival. 

In French the verb, ‘to think’ is penser and sounds 
exactly like the verb ‘to bandage or bind’ panser. 
Virginie pulled the two verbs together as her title for her 
display:   “Minding/Binding the Wound”. 

Laurent et Virginie, merci mille fois. 

The rest of the Remembrance Exhibition was an extra-
ordinarily eclectic  collection of documents, archives, 
medals, ornaments, uniforms, memorabilia, pictures, 
paintings some done on the field of battle, some 
representing it -  all related to the 1st World War, the 
Battle of Aubers Ridge, and the 2nd World War.  Much 
of this came from the Wadhurst History Society 
collections but we were also very grateful that many 
people volunteered their own contributions and they 
certainly added to the interest and the obvious 
appreciation shown by the public. It is impossible to 
enumerate everyone individually but your generosity 
and thoughtfulness helped us create the exhibition 
which had been our ambition.   

The fact that we had two very evocative contributions 
from the two primary schools was a real bonus.  The 
Sacred Heart pupils had created a collage of poppies 
with each showing the name of one of the men who died 
as a result of the Battle of Aubers Ridge. Hanging on the 
wall, it was so effective.  Thank you very much indeed, 
all of you. 

The Wadhurst Primary School classes of various age 
groups had written about what they had learned from 
their lessons about the 1st World War.  These included 
letters purporting to come from soldiers in the field, 
mothers writing to their sons etc.  They described the 
Christmas Truce and playing football with the enemy, 
the conditions in the trenches, they wondered how 

things were at home, they said ‘thank you’ for gifts.  
More than one person turned from this table with a tear 
in their eye. Thank you so much for all that imaginative 
creativity.  Well done. 

***** 

We still have unanswered questions from the 
Exhibition:  

 Which organisation carried that banner from the 
Parish Church? 

 Why is St James’ Square so called?  Was there 
ever a Church with the name, or a house or 
what? 

 Why does Wadhurst not have a  Coat of Arms 
any more? 

We were delighted to greet all the visitors and also to 
see that quite a few of them returned for more visits.  
The additional attractions included: 

- the Readings on the hour every hour given by a wide 
range of speakers.  How lovely to hear the different 
voices, tones and accents putting across the extracts of 
prose and poetry.  Thank you. 

and there was the 

- Officers’ Mess.  No NAAFI for us!  What an elegant, 
welcoming, pretty corner that was with everything 
beautifully presented and efficiently served so that 
coffees, teas and lunches were really enjoyed.  Thank 
you to all involved. 

- and the Reception Area with Matron presiding in all 
her majesty and that was where the new publication, the 
calendars and Christmas cards and notelets were 
unveiled alongside the Raffle.  They all represent hard 
work and again a big thank you to the anonymous donor 
who generously made it possible for us to publish 
Wadhurst’s Black Sunday simultaneously with the 
Exhibition. 

So – our first Exhibition has happened.  What next?  
Well, there’s a good question!   

Have you any thoughts about what Theme we might 
present next time?  Let me know, please. 

- - - - - - 

 

 With the 2015 Annual General Meeting planned for Wednesday 9th December, please will you read the Minutes of 
the 2014 Meeting and have any comments/amendments ready.   

Also please find here the examined accounts prepared by Ian Adam-Smith.   

Bring these with you because further copies will not be available on the night.  Thank you.   
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Minutes of the Eleventh Annual General Meeting of the Wadhurst History Society 

Wednesday, 10th December 2014 in the Commemoration Hall, Wadhurst 

1.  69 members attended.  Apologies for absence were received from Sara and Ian Adam-Smith, Len Bishop, Rosemary Collins, 
Michael Goolden, Sheila Mansfield, Madelyn Meredith, Harriet and John Phipson, John and Brenda Preston, Michael and Vanessa 
Sharman. 

2.   The Acceptance of the Minutes of the AGM on Wednesday, 11th December 2013 were agreed unanimously, proposed by Val 
Tunbridge, seconded by Martin Turner and signed by the Chairman, Heather Woodward, who welcomed those present and thanked 
them for coming. 

3.   Trustees’ Report: In the absence of John Phipson, David James advised that a recent meeting of the Trustees had confirmed that 
they were very pleased with the position of the society which shows a comfortable bank balance.   The monthly meetings, for which 
Arthur arranges such a good talks’ programme, and activities generally reflect a very healthy society.   The commitment to record  
Wadhurst’s heritage is reflected in the republication of Oliver Mason’s book and in the progress of the archiving, most clearly in our 
determination to keep the Bocking Collection within the village and make this very precious archive accessible.   Most of our work 
now focuses on the material in the History Centre where Heather Woodward, Rachel Ring, Anthony Cosham and their team are 
doing a quite remarkable job in securing, arranging and cataloguing these resources.   There is still a long way to go but once 
completed it will be a considerable asset for the Society and for the village. 

4.   Chairman’s Report:  Heather Woodward reported that although 2014 had been another year of hard work and anxieties behind 
the scenes, considerable progress had been made and the Society was in very good form.   She was delighted to say how successful 
Rachel’s fund-raising events had been:  over £1000 for the Spring Craft Fair and Coffee Morning in May with the hope that a repeat 
on 21st March 2015 would be equally profitable.   A July Social in the Merediths’ beautiful garden was memorable with a tea-table 
laden with cakes and sandwiches and the Wadhurst Brass Band to entertain us.   And finally a lovely visit to the Weald and 
Downland Museum at Singleton was much enjoyed in the autumn.   The Centre is becoming much better known now that it is open 
regularly on Tuesday mornings but it would be even better if this could be extended to Saturday mornings if more volunteers could 
be found.   Visitors now drop in regularly to undertake research, have a look around or even to come bearing gifts as in a recent 
donation of hop-picking photos from the first half of the 20th Century originally displayed in the now defunct Red Lion.   Our most 
significant success is being given custodianship of the Bocking Collection comprising hundreds of photographs, press cuttings and 
other documents as well as actual artefacts ranging from relics of the Iron Industry to a Girl Guide Memory Book of the 1930s!   All 
are now housed in their original cabinets in a corner of the Centre where a photo of Charlie Bocking himself will be eventually hung 
as a tribute to the man who really cared about Wadhurst.   Otherwise, we have republished Oliver Mason’s Wadhurst: Town of the 
High Weald and been involved with BBC5Live and BBC Radio Sussex for their WW1 series.   Cards and a Calendar have been 
produced again for this Christmas.   Heather then went on to mention some of the events to be commemorated in 2015.   Finally she 
thanked those members who had manned the bar, written up the talks or thanked the speakers as this help is very much appreciated. 
She also thanked the committee for all the unseen work that they undertake, but she was particularly grateful to two people who have 
given hours of time and dedication in all manner of ways, namely Anthony Cosham and Chris Ring, to each of whom she presented a 
token of appreciation.   

5.   Treasurer’s Report:  Before reading out Ian Adam-Smith’s report for the year ending 31st August 2014, David James said he 
wanted to express the Society’s appreciation first to Tony Willats for auditing the accounts but particularly to Ian himself for the way 
he has guided the Society to its present buoyant position.   Ian reported that the membership now stands at 196 with over 900 people 
having attended the monthly talks.   Over £1000 has been invested in equipment to improve the audio/visual capability of our 
facilities at these meetings.   The Society website is now regularly visited by people from the UK (68%) as well as much further 
afield mainly Australia, Canada, the US or Brazil (32%).   Regarding the actual Accounts it is important to note that sometimes costs 
fall due in a different year from that when incurred so the takings from this year’s events, although very successful, have been 
reduced by some of the previous year’s costs being brought forward.   Purchases needed for the care of the archives have contributed 
to an increase in general expenditure but reductions in Depreciation and Tabard Room costs partially offset this.   The large stock of 
books the Society possesses is written down in value each year.   Taking all this into account there is a small deficit for the year of 
£272 but a net increase in Cash at Bank of nearly £1100.   For the current year, membership renewals are going well but in view of 
our need to budget for a second publication (our book on WW1) as well as the archiving of the Bocking Collection, which will incur 
further expense, the committee have reluctantly decided to increase the annual subscription to £25 (family) and £15 (single).   
Approval of the Accounts was proposed by Gill Bishop and seconded by Martin Turner.    

6.   Talks Report: Arthur Dewar started by thanking those society members who had in the past made suggestions for talks and said 
he would welcome further suggestions for the future.    He always tries to balance topics of a local nature with those from further 
afield as well as ensuring that a range of time periods are covered from the near-present to the distant past. The coming year  

is particularly significant for Wadhurst with the centenary of Battle of Aubers Ridge and so the Great War features prominently in the 
forthcoming programme.  2015 will have eleven talks instead of ten with the extra one taking place on Monday, 20th April with 
Dr.Adrian Gregory, a Lecturer in Modern History at Oxford, speaking on ‘British Society and the First World War’.   Although the 
June speaker listed on membership cards had to withdraw for health reasons, Arthur said he had been able to book Martin Heard, an  
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independent art historian, to talk on ‘Early 20th Century Artists and their Response to the Challenges of the Great War’.   Locally 
themed topics include the History of the Wadhurst Brass Band [subsequently postponed due to illness], with other talks as diverse as 
the life of Tom Crean, unsung hero of the Antarctic Exploration, to the Carriage and Delivery of the Mails in England from Queen 
Elizabeth I to Queen Elizabeth II.   Arthur finished by saying that if following the success of Martin Turner, Anthony Cosham and 
Joan Grace, our member speakers in 2014, anybody had been emboldened to offer a talk in 2016, he would be delighted! 

7.   Fund Raising, Outings and History Centre Report: In her absence, Heather read Rachel Ring’s report.   Rachel confirmed the 
success of the various fund-raising activities from the first Calendar and Christmas card on sale at the end of 2013 to a repeat 
Calendar for 2014 with a selection of four Christmas cards.   The Spring Craft Fair and Coffee Morning in May exceeded 
expectations and Rachel thanked all those who donated items for sale, baked for the cake stall and provided home-made jams and 
chutneys, or brought on plants and seedlings, and also those who helped to set up and help on the day.   A repeat is planned the year 
to come on the 21st March 2015.  Our first-ever traditional Garden Party took place in July with a magnificent tea and brass band and 
Rachel thanked the Merediths again for providing the beautiful venue, and all those members who prepared the food.   During the 
summer, Heather led small groups on a WW1 walk around the village followed by tea at the History Centre.   The actual outing to 
Singleton Open Air Museum made a small loss due to fewer numbers on board the coach than had been anticipated but everyone who 
went agreed that it had been a wonderful day out (helped by perfect weather), with very knowledgeable guides which made the tours 
the highlight of the visit. 

Regarding the Centre, as Manager, Rachel confirmed that there had been a lot of physical as well as mental activity in rearranging the 
furniture to receive the Bocking Collection and to extend the library shelving.   The team have been archiving at least two days a 
week and whilst the original three major collections are in general completed, new items keep turning up.   Dealing with the Bocking 
material will occupy us well beyond 2015.   She said that queries had been fielded through the website, from letters and telephone 
calls. Research was undertaken where possible or advice given as to where information might be sought. Visitors have come from 
locations around the UK, and from overseas, but a growing number have been local.  Rachel and Heather also did a short afternoon 
workshop on the Whiligh Estate and the Courthope family with the Wadhurst U3A Local History Group. 

Rachel ended by speaking about the ‘Good Practice in Archiving’ day workshop which six members attended at the Winchester 
Record Office in November.   It was gratifying to hear that the Society is doing everything correctly regarding the cataloguing and 
storing of documents although more funds would be needed to purchase further stock of museum quality boxes and pockets as well 
perhaps as an overhead scanner. 

8.   Future Plan for the Society: David James confirmed that the monthly meetings will continue to be the focus of the society but 
said that the growing resource material in the Centre means that the main work increasingly deals with arranging and cataloguing.   
The arrival of the Bocking Collection heralds months of such activity.   However, he and his team are currently researching a new 
book to be published in the summer of 2015.   It will describe the Battle of Aubers Ridge and, with profiles of the 25 who died, cover 
life in the village during that summer of 1915.   There is also to be an exhibition covering this material.   He thanked Heather and all 
those who had made 2014 so successful.  

9.   Election of committee members: All current members of the Committee were prepared to stand again with the exception David 
James who has retired but will remain as a Trustee. However, Philip Meredith is prepared to stand.   Those standing for the 
Committee are therefore:     Chairman    Heather Woodward 

 Secretary Peta Hodges 
 Treasurer Ian Adam-Smith 
 Talks Organiser Arthur Dewar 
 Outings and Events Rachel Ring 
 Other members Anthony Cosham  Joan Grace  Sheila Mansfield 
  Philip Meredith  Brenda Preston     Val Tunbridge 
with John Phipson and David James retained as independent trustees. 
The election of the Committee was approved unanimously by the meeting, proposed by Chris Ring and seconded by Hazel Hemsley. 

10.   Ideas from the Membership for Future Activities: None were received.  

11.   A.O.B.   Sylvia Fawcett suggested a visit to the National Arboretum which is a fair distance away but Stefan Gatward confirmed 
it would be possible as a day trip.  

The formal business of the meeting concluded, delicious mulled wine prepared by Gill and David James was poured and hot mince 
pies handed round.  Our evening rounded off with a very different entertainment as we were treated to a Victorian Magic Lantern 
show!    
  Signed …………………………………………………. Chairman 
       Wednesday, 9th December 2015 
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WADHURST’S BLACK SUNDAY 
9th May 1915 

Arthur Dewar lets you into the background of our 
latest publication:   

Towards the end of 2013, a small group comprising 
Arthur Dewar, John McKenzie, David James and 
Heather Woodward met to consider how the Wadhurst 
History Society should mark the centenary of the Battle 
of Aubers Ridge on 9th May 1915 and pay tribute to 
those twenty-five Wadhurst men who gave their lives 
during one of the most tragic days in the village’s 
history.  

In addition to a commemorative exhibition, it was 
decided that a book should be written as a more 
permanent record of the events of that day and their 
enduring impact on Wadhurst. The target was to have 
the book fully drafted by mid-2015 so that, after editing, 
its publication could coincide with the exhibition in 
August.  It was gratifying that this target was achieved 
but not without a certain amount of angst along the way! 

The first task was to establish a structure for the book 
and to review the sources of information available.   
After much discussion, we agreed the content of the 
various chapters and then we set to work. 

In 1915, the Battle of Aubers Ridge received 
comparatively little attention. This is understandable 
when one realises that the disastrous Gallipoli campaign 
and the second Battle of Ypres (with the first use of 
poison gas) had just started and the liner “Lusitania” had 
been sunk a mere two days beforehand. For this reason 
we decided we should provide time lines at the start of 
the book to place the Battle of Aubers Ridge in its 
historical context.    

The writing was undertaken by Arthur Dewar, David 
James and Heather Woodward, drawing on a wide range 
of published and unpublished sources plus new research. 
In the early stages we benefited from the work of 
Josephine Cleere and other students at Uplands who, 
under the leadership of John McKenzie, documented 
much pioneering background research prior to the 80th 
anniversary commemorations.  We were also greatly 
assisted by the researches and input of Ken Jones, 
Rachel Ring, John McKenzie and Philippa James, by 
many members of the Society, the local community, the 
Royal Sussex Regiment and the numerous readers of the 
Royal British Legion Magazine who responded to an 
appeal for additional background information.   

For a long time the book remained untitled and several 
possibilities were considered before it was decided that 
the Revd. Leslie Stevenson’s contemporary reference to 
the 9th May 1915 as “Wadhurst’s Black Sunday” was 
the most appropriate.  The last issue to be considered 
was the cover illustration.  When we saw an impressive  

 

collection by Laurence Mayeux of black and white 
photographs of the Western Front between Arras and 
Ypres as it appears today, we knew that the remarkably 
evocative picture of the site of the Aubers Ridge battle 
would be a suitably sombre background to the title on 
the front cover.   

The book provides a comprehensive account of the 
battle, and its aftermath at both the national and local 
level.  Inevitably, however, in certain areas there was a 
frustrating dearth of information. Initially, it was hoped 
to provide a German and a French perspective on the 
battle but apart from biographical details on the German 
commander, Crown Prince Ruprecht of Bavaria, and 
some scattered anecdotes and imprecise data it proved 
impossible to find an authoritative German source that 
focused on the Battle of Aubers Ridge. The people of 
Aubers were able to contribute to one of the chapters.  
Similarly, although a considerable body of data was 
gathered on the twenty-five Wadhurst men who lost 
their lives, it proved extremely difficult - despite all 
appeals - to garner much intelligence on the Wadhurst 
men who managed to survive the battle (either wounded 
or unscathed) and how their terrible experiences 
impacted on the later  lives of themselves and their 
families.                            

Arthur Dewar 

From the Archives: 

TOWNLANDS ROAD 

Townlands Road was originally simply the access track 
through a market garden to Townlands Farm.  The 
surface was kept firm by the regular dressing of cinders 
from the local gas works.  Mr Ratcliff the butcher 
owned the farm of grazing fields and orchards until it 
was sold in 1980 to English Courtyards to build 
sheltered housing, now known as Crittles Court.  The 
plan was to have a gated entrance at the end of the road 
for security but this was refused permission. 

The bungalows built in the 1950s on each side of the 
road were on the market garden.  Their rear garden 
boundary was the wall (which can still be seen) of the 
greenhouses.  There were four cottages at the top of 
Washwell Lane.  Mr Cox who worked the market 
garden lived in the end one. 

These cottages were demolished to create the car-park 
behind One Stop, previously the International Stores.  
The garages on the site of Chaffcutters housed the vans 
owned and used by Mr Gardner who had the general 
store on St James’s Square, now the Wine Shop. 

During the digging of drains on the Jempson’s site 
various small heavy stone jars were found and it is 
thought these could possibly have been discarded many 
years ago from the chemist shop on the High Street.  

Washwell Lane used to be known as Sheepwash Lane as 
a pool fed by a spring part way down the lane was used 
to clean the animals.  This pool was also the water 
supply for washing for some of the nearby cottages. 

***** 
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STONE CROSS ROAD 

The twenty original semi-detached houses in Stone 
Cross Road (initially Stonecross until the Council put 
up new road signs) were built around 1963 on what used 
to be the school allotments for the pupils at what is now 
the Youth and Community Centre.  The Wadhurst 
History Society archives include photographs of the 
youngsters preparing to go down to learn about real 
gardening with the headmaster and of them actually 
working on the allotments.   

Three further detached houses were added in 1988 
between Nos. 10 and 11.  Ever since there have been 
problems with deliveries because they were numbered 
10 A, B and C and some companies claim that there is 
no No. 10 in Stone Cross Road!  That makes for some 
interesting conversations, as you can imagine. 

Gardening over the years has produced some fascinating 
finds.  Not least iron ‘shoes’ which could be for 
ponies/donkeys or perhaps for the heels of boots.  No 
one has, as yet, come up with a definitive answer on that 
one.  Also a 4” long nail – possibly hand-made. 

Any suggestions? 
Heather Woodward 

 
What about where you live? 

Can you give us background information about your 
house or area of Wadhurst for inclusion in the 
Newsletter?    Send it to me and watch this space! 

***** 

From The Story of Wadhurst by Mrs Rhys Davids (née 
Foley) published in 1894. 

“The first cricket I remember is associated with 
delightful cricket parties every summer holidays, given 
at Whiligh, Pashley, The Highlands, The Vineyard and 
Hill House.  The countryside came in force to see the 
afternoon’s play.  Our happiest year perhaps was 1865 
when, captained by the old Eton man home on leave 
from India – Rivers Thompson – we did a successful 
tour in the villages round and finally beat that good 
Club, the ‘Blue Mantles’ at Tunbridge Wells. Eton was 
then strongly represented here, with Walter Prideaux, 
Captain of the XI at Faircrouch and keen cricketers at 
Whiligh, the Vicarage and Hill House.” 

One section of Mrs Davids’ book describes in detail the 
Parish Church and the Churchyard which  “ contains 
many curious epitaphs in prose and in verse, including 
moral sentiments crudely expressed as that of M.D. 
1834: 
 

Remember, oh Reader. 
Life of man is but a span, no repentance in 
grave, 
It behoveth us all, both great and small, to 
mind how we behave.” 

***** 
 

 

EXPLORING A MAP 

In June 2014, one of our members, Anthea Eldridge, 
gave the Society a very old map, printed on canvas and 
a bit cracked.  The map mainly of Sussex had belonged 
to Michael Godden. 

There was little to identify when it was printed and so 
we started researching its history.  By cross-referencing 
the spelling of Brighthelmston to its present-day 
Brighton, we found that the name changed around 1814. 

Following this, we researched the printer, Philip 
Overton, which was the name at the bottom of the map.  
The internet provided us with some information on the 
cartographer ‘Overton’ who started producing maps in 
the late 16th century until the early 17th century.  Philip 
Overton (17?3 – 1751) along with his brother inherited 
the business. 

I contacted the British Library Map Room and was told 
that they hold the identical map which they recorded as 
being printed in 1730 – 1740.  Research also included 
reference to longitude and latitude.                 15/MS/001 

Rachel Ring 
 

GETTING GAS IN WADHURST  
In 1894, a meeting was convened one evening to 
consider the advisability of forming a company to take 
up the works at Dewhurst to supply Wadhurst with gas. 

Mr F Austen said that he had been informed that it was 
Mr Pearson Gee’s intention to relinquish making gas at 
Dewhurst almost immediately, and in communication 
with the secretary of the Tunbridge Wells Gas 
Company, for a certain amount these works could be 
rented. 

Mr Cuthbert Lee said that he had inspected the works at 
Dewhurst and has also drawn out a rough estimate of the 
probable cost of laying a main from Dewhurst to the 
lower end of the town. 

The outside amount for this would be about £2250, and 
from what he could judge of the place with gas at 5//6d 
per 1000, there would be a dividend of five per cent. 

After an informal discussion, it was resolved that Mr 
Austen be empowered to communicate with Mr Pearson 
Gee as to the terms for a lease or for purchasing the 
same.           SC/SB/027 page 48 

 

POST-WAR RESTRICTIONS BEING RELAXED 

In  November 1947, the Daily Express reported that: 

The bacon ration may soon be restored to 2 oz a week if 
the Government can find a way of paying for all that 
Canada is prepared to send, Mr Strachey said yesterday.   

More turkeys will be available that last year.  There may 
be releases of dried and fresh fruit. It is hoped to end 
potato rationing by next July.                         SC/PR/177 

 



274
 

 

MORE BACON IN THE NEWS 

BACON AIR-LIFT HELPS THE FARMERS IN CRISIS 

In August 1961, the Courier published a photograph of 
Michael Reid helping unload the bacon at Stonegate 
after bringing it from Luton in his Tiger Moth aircraft. 
The article opens with the words:  “Pigs don’t fly but 
five sides of bacon do”.  The air-lift was to enable the 
Sussex Bacon Producers’ Association to meet urgent 
orders.          SC/PR/145 page 12 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Notes from the Editor. 
 
The next Newsletter should appear in about three 
months’ time.  It would be good to receive comments, 
information and articles from Members for inclusion 
and also any questions that you may have. Somebody 
may well know the answer(s). Such contributions should 
be sent to  
the Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst TN5 
6LR or e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com before  

MONDAY 25TH JANUARY 2016. 
_____________________________________________ 

 
Christmas Presents 

As Christmas approaches, perhaps the Wadhurst History 
Society can solve one or two “problems” for you.   
Besides our latest publication, we again publish our 
WHS CALENDAR with a completely different set of 
thirteen images, and CHRISTMAS CARDS. Previous 
PUBLICATIONS ranging from Victorian Wadhurst to 
1946 are also available. 

We have PICTURES OF OLD WADHURST ready for 
mounting and framing, and GENERAL CARDS featuring 
Wadhurst in the olden days.  A NOTELET featuring a 
beautiful coloured photograph by Chris Ring of the 
memorial meadow by the Jardin d’Aubers is proving an 
attractive item.  

WADHURST’S BLACK SUNDAY: 9th May 1915 
marking the centenary of the Battle of Aubers Ridge 
with its ninth publication as a tribute to all the men who 
took part.  
Price  £10                ISBN  978-0-9930708-1-5 
 
Available from Barnett’s Bookshop, the Post Office and the 
Wadhurst History Centre. 
 
 

 
It is hoped that the publication of this book may, over 
time, elicit further information that could be included in 
one of the Society’s later newsletters.       
          

Wadhurst History Society Publications 
Wadhurst  - Then and Now, a study in pictures             £12 
Victorian Wadhurst                   £9  
The Last Prize Fight            £4 
Wadhurst Back in Time: 1901 - 1936                      £15 
Wadhurst’s Black Sunday:  9th May 1915        £10 
Wadhurst in the Second World War                      £12 
The Day Wadhurst Changed,  
Friday 20th January 1956                   £9 
A Brief History of George Street                                       £4 
Wadhurst:  Town of the High Weald (2nd edition)    £12.50 
 
All are available at WHS meetings or from the Centre 
on Tuesday mornings. 
 

WADHURST HISTORY CENTRE 

Have you visited the Centre yet? 

I sincerely hope the answer to that is “Yes” but a large 
number of you have not!  This is rather surprising as 
you generously support our work through raffles etc. 
and, almost every week, something new is being added 
to the collections or to the facilities. 

Join the team on Tuesday mornings from 10 am till 
12.30 pm and explore the place or help with whatever is 
going on.  Bring your questions with you and see if you 
can find the answer with or without help. 

Tel:  01892 784280. 
 

Future Events 
bered 10 A, B and C and some companies claim that 
ith doors opening at 7.30.  Bar with teas, coffees and 
soft drinks. Sales stalls. 
 

 Wednesday 11th November:  DIGGING FOR 
VICTORY – a talk given by Russell Bowes 

 Saturday 28th November:  KING HENRY VIII IN 
WADHURST – an evening’s entertainment with 
supper in the Commemoration Hall.  Tony 
Harris brings the King to Wadhurst at last.  He 
came only as far as Flimwell many years ago. 
   7.30 pm. 

 Wednesday 9th December: (Brief) ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING, mulled wine and mince 
pies, followed by PETER COLLINS AND HIS 
HANDBELL RINGERS 

 Thursday 7th January 2016 THE HISTORY OF 
THE WADHURST BRASS BAND by Algy Hoare.  

 
Please support your Committee at the AGM on 
9th December and the Entertainers afterwards.  

This evening is your opportunity to give us 
feedback and to suggest new ideas. Come and 

enjoy the mince pies and mulled wine too. 
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