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WADHURST HISTORY SOCIETY 
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July 2022 
Protecting Wadhurst’s history for future generations. 

 
 

 
This picture taken by Anthony Cosham is a good illustration of history, past, present and future. 

 
 

The new owner of the property called ‘Magpie’ (formerly Hygeia Lodge) decided to shield his windows 
during refurbishing work with photographs of old Wadhurst and enlarged a large number of pictures 
from the WHS collections. They have been much lauded. 

Many passers-by have stopped in their tracks and really begun to study what they are seeing. This is 
regularly followed by “Where is that?” 

The images start in the 19th century, the shop front is still very much present and the masked windows allow 
for intriguing speculations about what will be coming in the future. That is the fascination of History. 

Welcome to the latest edition of our Newsletter which includes an account of our latest venture which 
was to create a small exhibition to mark the Platinum Anniversary of the Queen’s reign in June 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www. wadhursthistorysociety.org 

http://www/
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MONTHLY TALKS 

It is good that the Talks’ programmes for ’23 and ’24 
are now more or less complete and so, all being well, 
the Talks Secretaries can relax for a short while. 

MARCH 2022: 
WILLIAM PITT THE YOUNGER AND 
THE MARTELLO TOWERS 

by Geoff Hutchinson 
When this talk was first arranged nearly three 
years ago little did we know that it would take on 
a topical relevance. Since the end of February, we 
have all been appalled by the scenes from Ukraine 
as it attempts bravely to withstand an invasion by a 
belligerent and ruthless neighbour. It was, therefore, 
instructive to learn from Geoff’s engrossing talk how 
we as a nation prepared to resist invasion by another 
belligerent neighbour back in the very different 
world of the early 19th century. 

When William Pitt the Younger commenced his 
second term of office in May 1804, the country was 
in crisis. It had been at war with France since 1792 
but with the advent of Napoleon in 1799 the conflict 
had entered a more intensive phase now known as 
the Napoleonic Wars, destined to last from 1803 
until 1815. Pitt had to put aside pressing domestic 
concerns and focus on the war and the very real 
threat of invasion. 

To start his talk, Geoff re-enacted an impassioned 
speech made by Pitt on his accession, in which he 
prepared the country to resist. In it he referred to 
Napoleon as a “maniac” and defied him in what 
Geoff referred to as “Churchillian language before 
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Churchill” to “invade if you dare”. Pitt was not 
prepared to sit back and supinely await invasion and 
within a few months of taking office he authorised a 
programme for strengthening coastal defences. 

In 1794 a British fleet under Lord Hood sent to 
capture Corsica was initially repulsed by artillery 
mounted on a stone watch-tower on Mortella 
Point. The effective resistance provided by this 
tower made a deep impression on the attackers 
and re-alerted British military engineers to their 
defensive possibilities. Earlier they had constructed 
a number on the coasts of Jesey and Guernsey in 
the 1780s and between 1796 and 1798 they went 
on to construct a circular gun-tower at Simons Bay 
in Cape Colony and three larger towers at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia to protect British naval installations. In 
the spring of 1803 Captain William Ford, a military 
engineer working on the British defences in Kent, 
put forward a proposal for a chain of square gun- 
towers along the coasts of Kent and Sussex. These 
were to be sited at close intervals, so that their 
fire crossed for mutual protection and would offer 
formidable defence against a French invasion force. 
Even if the French were able to land artillery and 
subdue a number of towers, the resultant delay 
would provide vital time for the main British forces 
to concentrate and to contain the enemy. Ford 
submitted his scheme to his senior officer, Brigadier 
General William Twiss, commanding officer for 
the southern district and, after further scrutiny by 
a range of military experts during which Ford’s 
proposed square tower was abandoned in favour of 
a round one, Twiss was commissioned to oversee 
the construction of a chain of towers, which were 
now called Martellos. Around the same time Pitt 
authorised the construction of the Royal Military 
Canal - a defensive canal from Hythe to Pett Level 
designed to form a physical barrier sundering the 
marshland from the rest of the country and a means 
for the rapid transport of troops by barges. 

In all a total of 103 Martello towers were built in 
England, set at regular intervals along the coast from 
Seaford in Sussex to Aldeburgh in Suffolk. Included 
in the scheme were three much larger circular forts 
or redoubts that were constructed at Harwich, 
Dymchurch and Eastbourne; these acted as supply 
depots for the smaller towers as well as being 
powerful fortifications in their own right. Many of 
the towers were built by a Quaker by the name of 
Hobson and he became immensely rich as a result. 

The Martello towers were built to the same basic 

design: typically they had two storeys and were 
around 40 foot high with a diameter of around 26 
foot and 8 foot thick walls. 

The ground floor served as the magazine and 
storerooms, where ammunition, water, stores and 
provisions were kept. In some there was an 
additional basement for this purpose. The 
garrison comprised 24 men and one officer; 
they lived on the first floor, which was divided into 
several rooms and had fireplaces built into the walls 
for cooking and heating. The officer and men lived 
in separate rooms of almost equal size, eloquent 
testimony to the privileges of rank in the army of 
that time. On the roof there was a gun platform 
dominated by a 24 pounder gun which was capable 
of firing in all directions. The only access to the 
tower was through the first-floor doorway, placed 
there for defensive reasons, using a ladder which 
would have been taken up as necessary and 
stored within the tower. 

In the event, the threatened French invasion never 
materialised but the stress of the war had taken a 
severe toll on the hard-working Pitt. He was 
already a sick man and an alcoholic when he 
became Prime Minister for the second time – his 
health undermined by his prodigious consumption 
of wine. He was also greatly affected by the death 
of Nelson at Trafalgar and in 1806 he died at the 
age of 46. 

Not all were convinced by the need to build 
the Martello towers. For example, William 
Cobbett the distinguished politician and future 
author of Rural Rides was highly critical of their 
cost and was also scornful of the rationale for 
the Royal Military Canal, pointing out that an 
army capable of crossing some of Europe’s major 
rivers was unlikely to be deterred by a mere 
narrow canal. However, although the effectiveness 
of the Martello towers was never tested in combat 
against a Napoleonic invasion fleet, some proved 
useful subsequently for other purposes. Some were 
taken over by the coastguards and were used to
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combat smuggling. Fifteen towers were 
demolished to enable the re-use of their masonry 
(some of which was used to build a church) and 
four were used to test the effectiveness of new 
artillery. During the Second World War, some 
Martello towers returned to military service as 
observation platforms and firing platforms for 
anti-aircraft artillery. The tower at Dymchurch, 
for example, was involved in the shooting down 
of a doodlebug. 

Over the years some towers have been washed 
away by the sea but around 43 still survive in 
England and Geoff went on to give some 
fascinating examples of how some have been 
adapted for other uses. A few have been 
converted to private residences. Apparently, 
Rudyard Kipling wanted to live in one and went 
so far as to write to the First Sea Lord for 
permission to purchase one, but was turned 
down. Other would-be residents were more 
fortunate: in Hythe a converted Martello tower 
now exists as a white-painted private dwelling 
complete with added windows (now forbidden) 
in the midst of a housing estate. Other towers 
have been restored and transformed into water 
towers, museums, visitor centres and galleries. 
For example, Tower 24 has been restored to its 
origin design complete with its own cannon and is 
now owned and run by English Heritage. Of the 
less well-preserved Martello towers on the east 
coast one has been converted to serve as the 
headquarters of a Boy Scout troupe. At the 
opposite end of the spectrum, Tower 25 is now 
marooned in the middle of a car park in Dymchurch 
and has even suffered the indignity of being 
identified as a possible site for a public 
convenience. Others, sadly, have been left to 
deteriorate and become derelict. Nevertheless, all 
serve as a potent reminder of a critical time in our 
national history. 

Arthur Dewar 

He later returned there to be invested with an MBE, 
in such resplendent uniform that June 
Whitfield, another recipient, approached him as 
a royal footman. 

The early part of his talk covered his career in 
the Royal Artillery, principally as a member of its 
orchestra. He also played in its band at Wembley when 
England faced Brazil in a football international. The 
Desert War in 1990 saw his group urgently building 
a field hospital in the desert to receive casualties. 

Much of the talk emphasised his commitment to 
charitable work, initially helping the link of especially 
trained dogs to disabled people. Noodle the poodle 
revolutionised the life of a young man who had been 
very badly injured while playing rugby. More recent 
years have seen him leading fundraising for St 
Wilfrid’s Hospice in Chichester, and, currently, with 
the “Literacy in a Box” initiative. This is dedicated 
to giving children a better life through education, 
particularly in Zambia. 

The membership chuckled throughout as Malcolm’s 
talk was punctuated by his thoroughly entertaining 
dry humour and we great admired his clear life 
commitment to helping other people. 

David James 

MAY 2022: 
MORE S.O.E. MISSIONS (BECAUSE IT 
WAS THE RIGHT THING TO DO) 

by Gilly Halcrow 
Returning to her specialist subject, Gilly, daughter 
of wartime S.O.E. officer Lieutenant-Colonel E.H. 
van Maurik, provided some further examples of the 
work undertaken by operators working clandestinely 
behind enemy lines in he 2nd World War. 

Trained in physical fitness, sabotage, “murder 
made easy”, and wireless, men and women were 
parachuted into occupied France to train local
resistance members, appoint new agents, report on 
enemy troop movements, and arrange for fresh 
supplies of arms and ammunition. 

Churchill charged the S.O.E. with the words “now 
set Europe ablaze”, and Gilly’s father, at Arisaig 
House in the Highlands, was an explosives trainer, 
who also helped prepare Jozef Gabčik and Jan 
Kubiš for Operation Anthropoid, the assassination, 
in Prague, of Reinhard Heydrich.  

APRIL 2022: 
SO FAR SO GOOD: BEHIND THE 
SCENES AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

by Malcolm Wells 
Some fifty of us gathered awaiting an exploration 
of the palace as a very timely start to our platinum 
jubilee celebrations. We looked forward to looking 
behind the special occasions balcony. 

Two references to Buckingham Palace emerged 
later. Malcolm explained how he had performed as a 
cellist in the Royal Artillery string quartet at a state 
banquet for European royalty and other dignitaries. 
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Michael Trotobas, “Sylvestre”, (fondly 
remembered for a motorcycle accident in Scotland 
when, inebriated, he had dynamited several salmon 
in a river) was tasked with the destruction of 
locomotive sheds at Lille in 1943. Despite nearly 
being apprehended in a lorry loaded with arms, 
he eventually managed to get small quantities 
of explosives smuggled in inside workers’ 
lunchboxes, and was able, with a few others, to 
achieve his object: an enormous report in the early 
hours bringing an inferno to the locomotive sheds. 
Unsurprisingly, he was hunted by the Gestapo, 
disguised his appearance, but was finally betrayed 
and killed in an exchange of fire. 

Harry Rée, half-Jewish, had, as his mission, the 
destruction of the Peugeot factory where tank 
turrets and V1 components were being 
manufactured. Although Robert Peugeot was, 
understandably, against seeing his factory 
destroyed, he relented, and dynamite was 
introduced into irreplaceable machinery, putting 
the factory out of action in 1943. (Happily, the 
factory was rebuilt in 1947). Like Trotobas, Rée 
was hounded by the Gestapo, so, fleeing for 
Switzerland, was apprehended, being shot four 
times, yet plunged into a river, and, in 
deliverance from this ordeal, found himself in the 
arms of Gilly’s father, safe in neutral Switzerland. 

Maurice Southgate, “Hector”, was to blow up the 
Michelin factory at Clermond-Ferrand in 1943. 
Although factory chiefs were uncooperative, and an 
RAF bombing raid had to be aborted during a 
storm, Southgate was able to have maquisards 
destroy 300 tons of tyres at the plant. 

Operation Chariot, one of the most daring 
raids of the war, entailed an attack on the 
supposedly indestructible docks at Saint-
Nazaire, the only facility where the 
battleship Tirpitz, then in Norwegian waters, 
could be serviced. The plan was for an 
expendable old destroyer, HMS Campbeltown 

(one of the fifty ships provided by Roosevelt), 
customised to resemble a German torpedo boat, to 
sail into Saint-Nazaire, and ram itself, laden with a 
4½ ton time-pencilled bomb, enclosed in steel and 
encased in concrete, into the South Dock gate. 

So secret was the mission that men were not informed 
until its very eve. The party sailed on 26 March 1942. 
Conditions were favourable, and, two days later, the 
Campbeltown drove in through the shallow waters, 
being spotted at 1am. Warnings were flashed and 
searchlights trained, but the disguised Campbeltown 
sent a message, in German, stating that she was a 
damaged Kriegsmarine vessel. This did not fool the 
authorities, however, who fired heavy artillery at 
her, while, exchanging her Nazi swastika flag for 
the White Ensign, she carried on, at 18 knots, 
crashing, bow first, into the gates at 1:34am, 
incredibly just 4 minutes later than planned! 

Captain Stephen Beattie RN, now captured, had 
his German interrogator laugh at him, believing 
such an outrageous and audacious mission incapable 
of success. Nevertheless, the force of 611 men was 
to achieve its objective, also damaging pumping and 
winding gear onshore. Although the 7-hour time- 
delayed fuse on Cambeltown was itself delayed 
by 90 minutes, the ensuing magnificent explosion 
announced the victory of Operation Chariot. Despite 
the loss of 169 men and capture of 215, the 
remainder escaped, while Captain Beattie, in a 
German prison camp, was to learn of the award of 
the VC for his steely command of the ship during 
this operation. Hitler was incandescent with rage, as 
the docks were damaged beyond repair, and his 
precious Tirpitz was sunk in a Norwegian fjord in 
1944. 

Stefan Gatward 

June 2022: 
A SUSSEX FARM DURING THE 1950s 

by Ian Everest 
Ian set the scene perfectly, depicting Manor Farm, 
Bishopstone, as a veritable idyll on a 1000-acre 
area of downland, its existence owed to evolution, 
not revolution. Draught oxen had been employed 
in 1893 (Sussex used oxen until 1928), superseded 
by the faster shire horses, only 20% of farmers 
owning a tractor before the Second World War. 
Eighteen horses were required for 1000 acres, each 
horse needing five acres for feeding and exercise. 
Crops were rotated, in order that, should one fail, 
there would be another with a good harvest. Work 
was labour-intensive, 20 men (30 at harvest time) 

Arisaig House 
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from the tied cottages in the village providing the 
workforce, out of a population of 110, 25 of whom 
were children. [In that same village only 60 people 
reside nowadays, including one child]. 

Bishopstone Village 

We were then introduced to Lionel Willett, farmer, 
huntsman, marksman, and founder member of the 
NFU, a veteran of both Gallipoli and the 
Western Front in the Great War. His son, John 
Willett, was sent to the Royal Agricultural 
College at Cirencester for three years, returning 
with new ideas of modernisation. Unfortunately, 
Lionel tended to employ his son on relatively 
junior tasks, but did give him a second-hand 
Bolex camera, with which John recorded, in 
colour, a film of a year in the life of the farm, 
combining one year in the mid-1950s with another 
in the early 1960s. Lionel died in 1956, having shot 
himself accidentally, leaving John to take over 
the running of the farm. 

That movie film shown to us, proved absorbing, 
and redolent of a time which we all remember, 
when the pace of life was considerably 
slower. Tractors on view included Caterpillars 
(provided under the Lend Lease agreement), 
little grey Fergusons, a Fordson Major, and a 
couple of Field-Marshalls, although there were 
still several horses. Mechanisation took the 
form of seed drills, harrows, rollers, 
elevators, hay turners, rotobalers, threshers, etc., 
plus a machine for under-sowing grass seed in a 
cornfield, rejoicing in the name of a shandy 
barrow, shandy meaning seed broadcasting. One 
of the measurements used on the farm was a 
bushel, a matter of volume, not weight. 

Labourers worked a 48-hour week, starting at 7a.m. 
each day, finally finishing at noon on a Saturday. 
Curiously, they took lunch at 9a.m., a ten 
minute stop for a quick bite and a drink. Men 
had to be strong: pitching with forks bales of 
hay weighing about 50lbs each, and they 
found binder twine useful for a myriad of 
purposes, including fixing loose gates and 
holding up their trousers. Stooking (putting up 

sheaves) was done by piecework, while 
circular, roofed stacks were fashioned by 
thatchers for holding the corn. Rooks did 
their darnedest to access the corn, thus 
occasioning Rook Day each May, when men and 
boys took up their shotguns to put an end to their 
nuisance. Straw was sold as a cash crop to other 
farmers, the chaff being raked and burnt. 
During the Second World War, wheat was grown 
on grassland, since imports were no longer 
obtainable. Consequently, less hay was 
available, so silage was made, the sugar 
turning into lactic acid by the introduction of 
molasses. It was rolled, rolled, and rolled again, 
an anærobic process, to become a sweet-
smelling, partially fermented feedstuff. 
Similarly, cotton did not reach these shores during 
the 1939-1945 war, so oilseed rape, linseed, and 
flax were grown as useful substitutes. 
In addition to crops, there were beef and dairy 
cattle, originally Sussex Reds and Welsh Blacks. 
During the 1950s, beef was provided by Dairy 
Shorthorns, and gold-top milk by Guernseys, a 
new mother giving 700 gallons during lactation. 
Calving at that time saw the cow served by a bull, 
whereas artificial insemination, (some involving 
intercontinental transportation) is a preferred 
method these days. John Willett used 
personally to escort Pedigree Sussex Reds, from 
a suckler herd, to South Africa and South 
America. Only one livestock market survives in 
Sussex today, at Hailsham. 

In 1935, 700 acres were sold to Guildhall 
Development Company for £40,000 [£2 million 
now], earmarked for the erection of 4600 houses, 
a hôtel, shopping centre, and a garage, but this 
scheme came to nothing, John Willett being able 
to repurchase the land at “farming prices”. A 
railway station specially built at Bishopstone in 
1938 stands to this day, adorned by two pillboxes 
on its roof, installed following the killing of a 
train driver by a Luftwaffe pilot during the war. 
If only we could employ smell or touch, we were 
all completely transported by the experience of that 
1950s downland farm, sharing in its day-to- 
day existence vicariously, thanks to a true 
piece of living history by John Willett, itself 
worthy of TV or cinema transmission. Ian Everest, 
brought up in one of the cottages, recognised 
several of the farmhands on the film, telling us their 
names, while revelling in the nostalgia just as 
much as the Wadhurst History Society members. 
A memorable evening indeed! 

Stefan Gatward   
Thank you to our writers-up. 
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Chichester Cathedral Flower Festival 
That Saturday dawned sunny and warm so Anthony 
who had organised the trip to the Flower Festival 
had worked his magic yet again. Drawing up right 
outside the Cathedral, precisely two hours later, we 
had time for a stroll and coffee before going into the 
perfumed glory which epitomises this floral delight, 
delayed by Covid for too many years. 

White and green arrangements flanked the nave as 
we moved towards the rood screen and then more 
colour came to the fore through the quire, chancel 
and side chapels. To add to the wonderful drama 
of the flowers, the singing of the cathedral choirs, 

As we returned home, none of us regretted the early 
Saturday morning start. It was a pleasure to be driven 
again by Adrian, our coach driver, which meant that 
we could all relax and enjoy the conviviality of 
travelling together. Being in a comfortable coach 
also means you see so much more than when in a 
car. It was a pity that more people had not taken up 
this wonderful opportunity to enjoy a magnificent 
spectacle but perhaps they will another time.  

Thank you, Anthony.

HVOW 

followed by the organ and then more singing really 
created the perfect atmosphere. Imagine our further 
pleasure, when we found OUR Christmas harpist, 
Margaret Watson, a pretty picture playing in the 
rays of the brilliant sun in the transept and 
demonstrating her skills and wide-ranging musical 
repertoire. 

Every corner of the cathedral drew gasps of 
admiration: the buffet table with every ‘platter’ 
created in flowers, the continuous flow of blooms 
dropping from the Chagall window in the style of the 
poppies at the Tower of London, the orange-coloured 
blooms in the Royal Sussex Regiment chapel, the 
cottage garden, the white arrangement dedicated to 
the memory of former Wadhurst resident Michael 
Toynbee ......and so many more ....... and then in 
the cloisters the miniature statues by Philip Jackson 
whose sculptures are known to many visitors to 
Pashley Manor beyond Ticehurst. 

 
 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

(OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP?) 

Please ask your friends. 

APPEALS FOR INFORMATION 

1. When you notice/learn that a shop is about
to change ownership, that a development
is being planned, that a house or fields are
going to disappear, please could you take
some photographs BEFORE any changes
are made and then take more DURING
and AFTER the project (ideally taken from
the same spot) so that we are able to have
a verifiable record of Wadhurst, Ticehurst,
Tidebrook, Stonegate and their environs as
it was and as it becomes. Annotated copies
identifying the location and the people will
help future generation.

2. As you approach Brinkers Lane on your
right, you will find Doctor’s Lane.
WHY is it called Doctor’s Lane?

3. A request for information below.
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(a) We recently received a request for information
from Don Cranfield about the WICKHAM family. He
writes:

I am currently researching a rather poignant part of 
my family tree and I wonder if anyone might be able 
to help. 

My great-uncle, CHARLES FREDERICK 
ONSLOW WICKHAM was killed at the Battle of 
the Somme. While he had been reconciled with them, 
he was estranged from the family when, at the age 
of 18, he married ETHEL CORNICK (aged 20) and 
emigrated to Australia where I believe their daughter 
DORIS was born on 6th April 1911. On the outbreak 
of the 1st World War, he joined the ANZAC forces, 
was subsequently invalided out, recovered back 
with his parents at Witherenden Mill and joined the 
Northumberland Fusiliers. He was sent to France 
and killed only a few weeks later. His widow and 
daughter returned to the UK and eventually settled 
at Spring Cottage, Best Beech Hill where they are 
recorded on the 1939 census, along with Ethel’s 
widowed mother and her unmarried brother. 

Ethel Wickham died on 25th January 1973 and was 
buried at the Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul 
although I haven’t been able to find the grave. I am 
not sure when Doris died. [Doris died on 17th May 
1971 and is buried in Section 2 of the churchyard 
– on the left of the left-hand path towards the
porch.] The stone reads “In loving memory of my
daughter.....” and so presumably it was Ethel who 
chose the wording. I believe she did not marry. 
Unfortunately my family lost contact with them 
when my grandfather died in 1960. 

(b) Another request was for further information
about C[lifford] B MOULD AND HIS WIFE JOAN.
We know about his life in Wadhurst as the head of
the school and his love of cricket but the enquiry
specifically asks about his connections to Uckfield
and to North Buckinghamshire.

If you can provide any further information on either 
of these two, please will you let me know as soon 
as possible on handew28@gmail.com or on 01892 
783212. 

Thank you. 

----- 

WASHWELL LANE 
Some time ago we were speculating on Sheepwash/ 
Washwell Lane. 

In this 1909 OS map on the left, found after 
researching our documents, you can see where the 
sheep wash used to be as you go down the lane 
just opposite the single yew tree and the stile of the 
footpath that takes you across the field to Foxes 
Bank Farm. 

Now all we need to know is if it was ever officially 
called Sheepwash or was this just local usage and if 
so, when was it changed to Washwell? 

NEWS FROM THE HISTORY CENTRE 
Open on Tuesdays: 10 am – 12.30 pm 
If unavailable at these times, please contact 
Rachel on 784280 (the Centre) to arrange 

alternatives. 

Some days it is quiet and a great deal of “sorting 
things out” goes on; other days it is close to chaos 
– like one week when we had two visitors making
enquiries, each about different large Wadhurst houses
and their residents involving photographs and tithe
maps. A half an hour later, we were welcoming
someone asking about the background of one of our
local areas. Lots of discussion and further
exponential information ensued from all that. It
was a really interesting morning. Come and join us
some time with a query of your own – coffee or tea
and biscuits are always available. We do have to
make a small charge for taking photographs and for
photocopying, as you can appreciate.

Fortunately, most of the time, we can usually provide 

mailto:handew28@gmail.com
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a useful amount of information to enable visitors to 
develop their enquiries further. 
The re-organisation of the Centre Library is now 
completed and only the cataloguing of titles has to 
be finished. A few novels are available for 
borrowing and there are well over 600 other 
reference books on a very broad range of topic 
areas for you to browse at the Centre. Included 
among the 17 topic areas are Archæology, 
Biography, Buildings, Environment (including 
nature and weather), Family History, Industry 
and Occupations, Kent, Royalty, Sussex, Sussex 
Communities, Wadhurst, War and Battles. 
PLEASE NOTE:  the Centre will be closed during 
the month of August to enable general 
“housekeeping”. 

------ 

70 Glorious Years 
During the Platinum Jubilee celebrations’ week-
end, the History Society mounted a “small” 
exhibition in the Commemoration Hall to pinpoint 
significant events of the Queen’s 70-year reign and 
of important 
events in Wadhurst during the same years. Much 
of the material on show came from the Wadhurst 
History Society collections with other elements lent 
by members. Amongst the Wadhurst–related items, 
we showed the Meteor crash of 1956, the opening 
of the swimming pool at Uplands, the official 
signing of the Twinning Charter (2000) and various 
artefacts like the ‘new’ decimal currency, 
commemorative mugs, albums of photographs and 
plenty of bunting. 
It was extremely hard work and an enormous 
physical effort to arrange the whole thing but it 
proved to be an excellent display and the 
many compliments were much appreciated. It 
was good to have so many people remembering 
the Wadhurst events and also what they were doing 
on the day of the Coronation, 2nd June 1953. In 
contrast to the glorious sunny weather which we 
enjoyed this year, almost everyone commented on 
the torrential rain of 1953! 

Having done it once, we have decided that we 
shall, therefore, not present the exhibition again 
in October 2022 but will concentrate on the one 
in October 2023 when we shall be celebrating the 
success story which is the Wadhurst History Society 
during its first 20 years. 

------ 

As a result of hearing the numerous reminiscences 
of our childhoods which were aired that Jubilee day, 
we have decided to try and collect as many of these 
memories as possible for posterity so that future 
generations will be able to understand what it was 
like to be young in the ‘30s, ‘40s, ‘50s etc. We did 
this when we wanted to recall the Coronation in 
1953 and that has created a really interesting and 
entertaining collection. So can you help with this 
new Memory Bank, please? 

We’ll have blue sheets for you to note down your 
memories and anecdotes about the days when you 
were younger. Perhaps up to the time you left 
school altogether or when you went up to Secondary 
school. What do you remember of life at home and 
the discipline of parents and teachers? The games 
you played? What you wore? Holidays? School 
days? What did you do then that children would 
never be allowed to do today? Your hobbies and 
pastimes, the books you read? The songs and music 
you enjoyed. ........... etc etc and so forth. 

------ 

------From The Story of Wadhurst by Mrs Rhys 
Davids (writing in 1894) and Alfred A Wace, 
Anthony has extracted a section from which we can 
learn about the history of one of the ‘quarters’ of 
Wadhurst: 

BIBLEHAM QUARTER 

MOSEHAM – The Old Cottage at the top of the 
hill which is so named now, represents what was in 
Queen Elizabeth (1st’s) time “a station of considerable 
importance consisting of twelve “messuages, held of 
the manor of Bibleham in older days still “by service 
of Castleguard”. Up to 1588 that was owned by 
the Walters of Glynde, near Lewes, and later by 
the Waleys of the same place. In 1601 it passed 
by sale to the Mays of Pashley, an old family, one 
member of which was charged with the assessment 
of Wadhurst to King’s Tax in 1295, and another paid 
taxes in 1523: and which later produced the poet 
and historian Thomas May. Three generations only 
of this family held Moseham: and then Thomas May 
sold it to G. Courthope of Grays Inn, London, then 



532  

owner of Whiligh, and so Moseham passed into 
Ticehurst History. Courthope wrote of it in 1813 as 
“one small tenement of modern structure occupied 
with a “small estate adjoining that of Whiligh.” 

FOXHOLE 160 acres – The house has the long 
sloping back “roof common to Sussex Farm 
Houses.” Wadhurst records mention it in 1426, but 
who then owned it is not clear. In 1634 it was held by 
Alexander Bucher, of Town House, Wadhurst, and 
his son-in-law, Hodsoll. Then for about a century by 
Collins and Jeffery, and from the latter it passed into 
the Whiligh Estate. 

SCRAGOAK – The house bears the date of 1628, 
but some of it is older. The Furnace on the property 
was originally in the hands of the Maunsers of High 

Town – Barhams worked 
it later – the property 
was left by John Barham 
of Snape to a boy who 
married, after some 
years of guardianship, a 
Saunders of Great Pell. 
They had issue four sons, 
each of whom held the 
property  in  succession 

Martlefield meadows, Coneyburrow Field, Fox 
Earth Field and others.” In later years Christopher 
Cruttall settled 180 acres of land in Wadhurst – 
Darnetts, Journey lands, and Wallands - on his son 
William, who in 1609 married Eldridge of 
Highfield. He rebuilt Walland about 1621, and was 
buried at Wadhurst in 1651. His son William 
married a Manser of “Wenbornes,” and becoming 
involved, mortgaged the whole of his estates to a 
Dunmoll of Hightown and G. Courthope of 
Whiligh; and finally sold Walland, then 158 acres, 
to Dame Elizabeth Courthope, widow of Sir George 
Courthope. A Thompsett was tenant when W. 
Courthope wrote this account of the house. 
WENBANS. – “Of good size; irregularly built; 
picturesquely retired-modern, chiefly brick and tile 
work - has good “chimneys - at one end wooden 
brackets, and a door left of older “house.” It is 
named in Edward II’s time as “belonging to the Earl 
of Richmond and Duke of Brittany – lords of the 
Rape “of Hastings, in Manor of Bibleham.” In 1313 
Edward II, Geoffrey de Waleys and J. Gregory held 
here an eighth part of a Knight’s Fee. It then became 
the property of the family of Whitfield, who gave 
it the name of Wenbans, when Robert Whitfield 
married Kathleen, widow of Wenborne of Wenbans, 

Scragoak but died childless. It then 
passed to a kinsman at 

and settled there. 

Butts, and he and his brother died the same day of 
smallpox. After another short minority, Scragoak, 
then only 30 acres, but still including a Forge, passed 
in 1741 to James Thompsett, yeoman, and Wenbans 
was added to it. In the next generation the two farms 
were separated, and the elder of two brothers took 
Scragoak. It remained in Thompsett hands till it was 
divided by sale between the High Town and Castle 
property. 

WALLAND 95 acres - “the most picturesquely 
placed house” in the Parish. Built with three gables 
of entire barge board “and oak mullioned windows”. 
The rooms S and SW are “probably newer than the 
rest, being higher pitched. The “chimney stacks 
are beautifully moulded. Inside the walls are oak- 
panelled. The hearths are curiously tessellated. The 
“initials W.C. and M.C. are on the mantelpiece and 
glass of one of the windows, with date 1621.” 
There was a yet older house on the site, which was 
owned from a very remote period with some 200 
acres, by the old yeoman family of Cruttall. A John 
Crothole was witness to Charters dated at Wadhurst 
in 1408 and 1418 (Henry V.), and in 1491 (Henry 
VII.) we find a William Crotehole “feoffie of lands 
in Wadhurst known as Strakefield,  Minepotfred, 

After that it became connected with the property of 
Christopher Manser of High Town, whose daughter 
married Robert Wenborne. From 1668-1783 the 
Caustons held it as copyholders under Manser. Then 
George James, a Weaver of Kidderminster, married 
Sarah Causton, and later sold it to John Thompsett, 
yeoman, and it has remained in the hands of that 
family till its recent sale to Lord G. Cholmondeley. 

SNAPE. – This was borne on the Registers of Battle 
Abbey, having been given it by Simon de Srimonte 
– and his wife. The Registers show that in the reign 
of Henry II a grant of the property was confirmed by 
Geoffrey de Glynde to Henry Chaplain of Wadhurst 

 

Snape 
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– not much of “living” perhaps for ‘Snape’ in Old 
English means “poor and boggy land.” It is rather 
that still. In the 16th  Century, if not before, it was 
in the hands of the Barham family, one of whom, 
John, married Mary Courthope of Whiligh; their 
three sons were, as minors, under the Guardianship 
of their Uncle there. The second, David, succeeded 
to the property, and is supposed to have built the 
house thus described about 200 years later by Herald 
Courthope “Very old upper part projected far above 
the lower: three large gable ends, with barge boards 
highly ornamented but now almost lost: building of 
different periods, partly stone, partly timber : 
chimneys massive: an amazing quantity of oak 
timber “runs through the house sufficient for a score 
of present day “fabrics : in the room on the right 
of the entrance, oak-panelled, “is a finely carved 
mantelpiece in five compartments, each separated 
from the other by a dwarf column surmounted by “a 
figure habited in the style of James I. On the stone 
above the fireplaces are initials and date D.B. 1617. 
Another “David Barham succeeded as a minor in 
1646, and his guardian “Holland, ‘with license from 
the Lord ‘ (of Manor) “mortgaged the property in 
seven portions.” When of age David alienated it 
(1680) to his cousin William at Scragoak. The Area 
of the property is quoted then as 150 acres and 
hopfields are mentioned in it. William succeeding still 
further reduced the property, mortgaged it to Baker 
of Mayfield and in 1720 sold it to John Donmoll, 
the last male descendant of a family long holding 
much property in Wadhurst. He died without issue 
in 1764. His nephew Nicholas Barham, became a 
wheelwright and descendants are now in Wadhurst. 

Dunmoll retained only a life interest in the property 
and a grandson, Dunmoll Mercer, having no issue, 
Snape passed through the hands of three London 
men, the last of whom, Connop, sold it to John 
Newington of High Town, who had already acquired 
Snape Wood. It was held by him when Courthope 
wrote. 

Snape came back to the Barham family in 1885, when 
it was bought by George Barham of Mountfield and 
Battle. By him, too, a Knighthood came once more 
to the family in 1904. 

HIGH TOWN – 265 acres. – This was the seat of the 
Maunser family. The Heralds’ visitation of Sussex 
in 1634 records that in 1483 (Richard III) Sir Robert 
Maunser lived there. For some years after that the 
family was very numerous in Wadhurst, and in 1679 
they were great iron masters. Courthope writes that 
early last century not a vestige except the cellaring 

remained of the old house; of that which he found he 
writes- “Erected in 1795 of brick, very substantial” 
: Entrance, with a Roman “Doric frontispiece 
consisting of two columns with entablature and 
pediment, is by flight of stone steps”. The entrance 
Hall “contains two good old paintings, Constant 
(sic) Crouch 1716 and Constant Wall . . . Situated 
in meadow land with a view of Fairlight- 60 acre 
wood trout stream on S. boundary.” 

Christopher Maunser, who died in 1545, owned 
besides “Heighton”, Riseden, Gregories and 
Wenbornes. He married a Barham, and his son, 
Robert, married a Fowle of Rotherfield. The next 
holder worked the Scragoak furnace. Two more 
Maunsers lived there, the last being succeeded by 
a sister, Constance Crouch. She dying in 1717 was 
succeeded by a grand-daughter Constance, wife of 
Weller of Dallington Castle, who bequeathed High 
Town with 235 acres to her brother-in-law, John 
Newington of Wadhurst, born in 1604, son of Samuel 
Newington who had a lease of the land. “He by 
purchase and economy largely increased the property 
and died worth “£30,000”. Having lost his only son 
at 14 he entailed all the property on the children of 
his nephew, John Newington, then of Burwash and 
later of Towngate. This John died in 1784, and left 
the Burwash property to his great nephew Benjamin, 
and the Wadhurst property, then 300 acres including 
Church Settle and Snape Wood, to another nephew 
John, who died unmarried, and was succeeded by 
Mary, wife of John Baker of Newhaven, afterwards 
by right of his wife of High Town. Mrs Baker died 
in 1804. Her only son admitted heir in 1804, died 
unmarried, having made his father tenant for life. 
On a partition of the Estate, following his death, 
High Town fell to Elizabeth, the elder daughter, who 
married first Horatio Newington, younger brother 
of Charles Newington of Highlands, and secondly, 
Henry Playsted, in whose occupation High Town 
was when Courthope wrote. He alienated it to 
trustees for sale and it passed so to Harriet, widow 
of G. Jenkins, once Curate of Wadhurst. It is now 
called Wadhurst Hall. 

FLOTTINGDEN – The property of the Vicars 
Choral of Chichester, it was held on lease in 1560 
by Gregory Markwick, yeoman. One of the same 
name in 1638 made a bequest of £6 to the poor and 
10s. for a sermon on the day of distribution. James 
Markwick is entered as tenant in the Parliamentary 
Survey of about 1660. After ruin of the family by 
debt, the lease was held for two full centuries by 
the Newingtons of High Town, and John Baker 
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Newington was holding the farm in 1834. 

BUTTONS –38 acres – A copyhold of the Bivelham 
Manor in the 16th Century belonged to a yeoman 
branch of the Maunser family, one of whom sold it in 
1669 to Arthur Button (earlier name Baldees). From 
him it passed to his son-in-law, John Chauntler. It 
was the latter’s daughter who married, as her third 
husband, the last Barham of Shoesmiths, and with 
that property Buttons passed to G. Eagles. By him it 
was sold to Benjamin Newington of Towngate. 

A daughter of John Baker Newington married a 
Playsted, and she was holding Buttons in her own 
right when Courthope wrote. 

CHURCH SETTLE. Freehold 173 acres– The 
present house is not 100 years old. The property 
belonged to Markwicks in the 16th Century, but it 
was bought from them early in the 17th Century 
by a Lancashire man, J. Houghton. It was sold by 
one of his daughters, to T. Dupleck; and the latter’s 
daughter married G. Swift of Wadhurst. They sold it 
with Maplesden to John Newington of High Town. 
It was then, like Buttons, passed to Mrs. A Playsted. 

------ 
AND NOW FOR A MISCELLANEOUS GROUP 

 OF ARTICLES AND REMINISCENCES: 

You will know from our publication ‘Wadhurst 
in the Second World War’ that, prior to D-Day in 
1944, Wadhurst was packed with hundreds of troops 
waiting for the planned invasion to they knew not 
where. Among them were many Canadians and we 
had information about the Saskatoon Regiment. It 
was therefore interesting to find out recently about 
other regiments from Canada who were also here. 
Anthony Cosham was allowed to go and photograph 
a commemorative event at The Old Vine in Cousley 
Wood as he reports here: 

The Maple Tree at the Vine 

On Monday 6th June 2022, officers from the Canadian 
Lincoln and Welland Regiment together with invited 
guests from Wadhurst, Wadhurst Parish Council, 
Crowborough, the Fire Service, the British Legion 
and the Police gathered outside the Old Vine at 
Cousley Wood to witness the unveiling of a plaque 
that bears the following wording:- 

This Maple Tree has grown from a sapling planted 
during WW2 by soldiers of the Canadian Lincoln 
and Welland Regiment stationed hereabouts. 

They left and fought their way through France and 
across Europe after D-Day 6th  June 1944 and many 
did not return. 

The memory of them and their sacrifice lives on in  
this tree, emblem of their Country. 

The event was organized by Wadhurst resident, Mr 
Ray Rodgers, supported by his daughter Louise who 
had been provided every assistance from Wadhurst 
Parish Council. 

Prior to the unveiling, the National Flag of Canada 
was raised at the front of the Old Vine and lone piper, 
Dave Pullen, played the bagpipes. 

The plaque, which was funded by Wadhurst Parish 
Council and placed beside the tree, was unveiled by 
Canadian Officers Lt. Col. Christopher Cavanan 
and Colonel Jason Caluga of the Canadian High 
Commission in London. Other Canadian Officers 
present were Hon. Lt. Col. Fran Russell and Officer 
Randall. 

 

The Canadian Officers 

Following the unveiling, a short service of dedication 
was conducted by the Vicar of Wadhurst the Rev. 
Paul Ratcliff after which the Last Post was sounded 
by young bugler, Tom Evans, from Mayfield Silver 
Band. 

Lt. Col. Christopher Cavanan then gave a short 
address and spoke of the particular significance of 
the event after which Ray Rodgers was presented 
with a framed photograph of Officers of Lincoln 
and Welland Regiment who had been pictured 
in 1944. The proceedings were brought to a 
close as Bugler Tom Evans sounded ‘Reveille’. 

A delicious lunch was then provided by Elaine, the 
owner of the Old Vine. 

Anthony Cosham 

The first Canadian troops arrived in the Wadhurst 
area at the end of 1941, with the first Canadian Unit 
being the 8th Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment. 
The Canadian Regiment that spent the longest time 
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in Wadhurst was the Saskatoon Light Infantry which 
arrived in August 1942 and left on the 14th  January 
1943. The USA did not enter the war until after the 
attack on Pearl Harbour on 7th December 1941. 

Records indicate that more than 500,000 Canadian 
Service men served part of the war years in Britain. 
A total of at least eight different Canadian Units 
served for some time in the Wadhurst Area. 

Martin Turner 
 

Remembering the earlier world war, the Wadhurst 
Twinning Association was at last able to travel 
over to Aubers in May for its two-year delayed 
20th Anniversary celebration of the signing of the 
Charter. 

 

En route we made a detour to visit “our” cemetery 
of Le Touret where the men of the Royal Sussex 
Regiment, 5th Battalion, are commemorated –their 
names on the panels. It is in a beautifully peaceful 
spot with the usual War Graves Commission format 
and the Lutyens’ sarcophagus, the immaculate 
headstones and greensward, and the carefully tended 
flowers at each stone. Certainly a place for quiet 
reflection. 

Because  we  had  never  previously  had  the 

opportunity to explore further, we then walked along 
the road to the next cemetery which commemorates 
the thousands of Indian soldiers who had also 
given their lives on the same fields as the men 
from Sussex at the Battle of Aubers Ridge and on 
the Somme.  It also is a Commonwealth Graves 

 

Commission cemetery but it reflects the way that 
such memorials are created in India. The Sword of 
Sacrifice still features along with the sarcophagus. 
There are no headstones; instead every wall bears the 
carved names of everyone who died from colonels to 
cooks, sergeants to sepoys - leaving just immaculate 
green lawns in the middle. The walls are circular as 
are those round all Indian memorials. 

As the plaque at the entrance explains: India sent 
over 140,000 men to the Western Front, some 
serving with the infantry along with as many as 
50,000 non-combattant labourers. They hailed from 
the length and breadth of undivided India including 
the Punjab, the Frontiers, Bengal, Madras and Burma 
and represented a widely diverse range of religious, 
linguistic and ethnic cultures. Of the combattants, 
over 8,000 were killed and as many as 50,000 were 
wounded. 

The Memorial near Aubers commemorates over 
4,700 soldiers and labourers who lost their lives on 
the Western Front. Constructed on ground where 
they fought, it also marks the exploits of the Indian 
Army throughout the Western Front. 

The Memorial takes the form of a sanctuary 
enclosed within a circular wall after the manner of 
the enclosing railings of early Indian shrines. The 
column (shown overleaf) stands almost 15’ high 
and was inspired by the famous inscribed columns 
erected by the Emperor Ashoka throughout India in 
the 3rd  century BC. The column is surmounted with 
a Lotus Capital, the Imperial British Crown and the 
Star of India. 

 
 

 
 



536  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two tigers are carved on either side of the column 
guarding the temple of the dead. On the lower part 
of the column, the words “God is One. His is the 
Victory.” are inscribed in English with similar texts 
in Urdu, Hindi and Gurmukchi. 

HVOW 
 
 

My Early School Days in Wadhurst 
by Anthony Cosham. 

I first attended Wadhurst Primary School in Lower 
High Street (currently called the Youth Centre) in 
October 1958 aged seven. Mr Clifford Mould was 
the Headmaster and the School Secretary was Mrs 
Joan Hartley. Mr Mould taught Religious Instruction 
and, because of a shortage of classrooms,  this often 
meant the class walking from the School to the Drill 
Hall (site of Kingsley Court) just up the road and 
climbing the stairs to the upper rooms. 

The infants, one of whom was my sister Marilyn, 
started in Miss Jones’ class and then moved into 
Miss Hunter’s class. From the infant classes the 
junior children started in Miss Constance Croft’s 
class, where every Monday morning there would be 
spelling tests and also times table tests. She was very 
strict with her marking and would make you stand 
next to her at her desk if you didn’t pay attention 
or got things wrong. She had a very nasty habit of 
poking you in the small of your back with her ball 
point pen, which was quite painful. 

So which one is Anthony? 

Miss Croft also took P.E. Lessons in the front 
playground and she was very cross with boys who 
could not tie their School ties again after lessons. 
She also gave singing lessons and would insist that 
you stood up straight and held your book open in the 
palm of your right hand. 

Miss Milly Reed, was the Playground Supervisor 
and one day I got into trouble with her because I shut 
a boy’s fingers in the Boys’ toilet door. Milly Reed 
lived and worked a short distance on the opposite 
side of the road from the School in the old Toll 
Cottage where she worked as the lady cobbler. 

After leaving Miss Croft’s class our next Teacher 
was Mr Austin and he used to teach the boys 
football, We had to walk, dressed in our kit and 
football boots from the School, up the High Street 
past the Drill Hall then through the Square passing 
Gardner’s Stores, and into Church Street to pass The 
Lodge (formerly Clavers) to enter the Church Yard 
and walk past the front of the Church and Tower 
to the Glebe field for football lessons and games. 
After games we would have to return to the School - 
sometimes very muddy. 

After Mr Austin’s class you moved into Mr 
Sedgewick’s and then moved from Mr Sedgewick’s 
class into Mrs Wilson’s class. On Friday afternoons 
she would read the class a funny story before we 
returned home for the weekend. Mrs Wilson was 
very strict about spelling. When you left Mrs 
Wilson’s class you moved into Mr Stuart Baxter’s 
class and he was the teacher who prepared you for 
your 11-plus exam. 

In 1961 the Primary School was moved to Sparrows 
Green corner into the former Wadhurst County 
Secondary Modern School. The Secondary School 
had been moved into a new building on the site of 
the demolished house named “Uplands” which had 
stood in grounds to the left of the Greyhound Inn. 
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Margaret Lloyd-Roberts remembers youthful 
daring:- 

Following the Meteor crash (1956), the land behind 
the old Queens Head turned into a jungle playground. 
We accessed the site by crawling through a gap at 
the bottom of the Coshams’ garden. Anthony and 
I, along with our sisters, played in it, as city kids 
must have done on the wartime bomb sites. We 
particularly remember a sheet of corrugated iron, of 
all things. We threw it on to a bramble patch, 
jumped on it, and it bounced. We did that over and 
over again. Such simple pleasures. 

But being good boys and girls, we didn’t attempt 
to explore the remains of the building - Anthony’s 
mum told us not to, it was dangerous, so we didn’t - 
weren’t we good! 

------ 

 
And finally reminders of 

 

Dates for your Diary in 
2022/2023 

 
Thurs 15 September 

“Kent and Sussex Village Names and their 
Meanings” 

Simon Mansfield 

Thurs 6 October 

“Passports, Assassins, Traitors and Spies” 
Martin Lloyd 

Thurs 10 November 
“Put that light out!” – the 93rd (Searchlight) 
Regiment Royal Artillery 

Imogen Corrigan 
 
 

Saturday, 19th November 7.30 pm. 
Wine and Cheese with Cardinal Wolsey  

(Tony Harris)   
Commemoration Hall. 

 

 
Notes from the Editor. 
The next Newsletter should appear in November 
2022 to include information about the AGM. I hoped 
that many members would like to do some research 
and come up with articles for this Newsletter. “Hope 
springs eternal!” But I do urge you to discover for 
yourselves how interesting it is to begin exploring a 
topic and finding out where it leads you to. Certainly, 
those who help in the Centre are often delightfully 
side-tracked and wish they had time to delve deeper. 

Send articles and comments to me as soon as 
possible before the beginning of September. Tell 
us about your researches – successful or not - about 
your families or where you live. Any pictures? 
Any scandals? Any funny stories? Please submit 
comments, ideas, suggestions, information and 
articles for inclusion to The Editor, Chequers, Stone 
Cross Road, Wadhurst TN5 6LR or e-mailed to 
handew28@gmail.com 

Thurs 8 December 

AGM + Christmas Entertainment:  

Music from Steve Law on the keyboard 
 
 

Thurs 12 January 2023 

Title to be decided. 

Natalie Cohen 
 
 
 

Full details of 2023 dates will be published in 
due course in your new Membership cards 
and in Focus. 

REMEMBER TO SEND IN WADHURST 
RELATED OR GENERAL HISTORY 

QUESTIONS! 
 

ALSO IF YOU ARE DOWN-SIZING OR 
JUST CLEARING SOME SPACE AND FIND 
WADHURST- RELATED DOCUMENTS OR 
GOODS WHICH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
DO NOT WANT, DO LET US KNOW 
BECAUSE FUTURE GENERATIONS 
MIGHT BE ENTHRALLED. 

mailto:handew28@gmail.com
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WHS PUBLICATIONS 

Victorian Wadhurst (pubd. 2005) - the development of 
Wadhurst from the late 1830s to the turn of the century. £9 

Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion – South Park (2019) – 
From a farmhouse to a sizeable mansion from the early 1830s 
to the early 21st century. £12 

The Story of George Street (2009) - the construction and 
life of a small coherent community of Wadhurst.  £4 

Wadhurst – Then and Now (2003) Photographs provide 
a snapshot of life in a market town during the dramatic 
changes of over a hundred years. £12 

The Last Great Prize Fight (2007) – The 1863 public 
prize fight between Tom King and John Heenan.  £4 

Wadhurst Back in Time – 1901 – 1936 (2011) Wadhurst 
faces change and challenge in the early 20th century.  £15 

Wadhurst in the Second World War – Life in a Wealden 
Market Town (2008) How Wadhurst changed during the 
war and the effects of the immediate aftermath.   £12 

The Day Wadhurst Changed (2006) The traumatic 
crash of a Meteor jet in 1956 and its effects on the historic 
centre of Wadhurst. £10 

Wadhurst’s Black Sunday (2015) The Battle of Aubers 
Ridge - its historical context, its consequences and its 
effects on the community of Wadhurst. £10 

 
Wadhurst – Town of the High Weald (2nd edition – 
2014/2020). The ideal reference book to discover what 
makes up Wadhurst and its history. £12.50 

 
 

• Two postcards: Sussex by the Sea and Celia Turner’s 
linocut of Wadhurst 50p each 

• Notepads (25 pages) of paintings from a previous 
WHS calendar (very useful) £2. 

• Mounted pictures of Wadhurst £4. 
 

• Packets of Notelets £1.50 

 
 
 

James Ward lives in Wadhurst and his latest 
collection of long short stories, entitled Wadhurst 
Ghost Stories, has recently been published (2021) 
and is now in paperback = seven longish ghoulish 
tales set in one picturesque village. Available from 
Barnett’s Book Shop. 

Under current circumstances, to purchase any of 
the Wadhurst History Society publications and 
stationery, please visit the Centre on Tuesday 
mornings, or contact 01892 783212 or 783455. 
Books are also available from Barnett’s Bookshop, 
High Street, Wadhurst. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please continue to look after 
yourselves and stay safe until we 
meet again.  I’m looking forward 

to catching up with more and 
more of you at our Talks’ 

meetings. 
 
 
 
 

To see more of our archives, consult 

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org 
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