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The Parish Church looks so calm in this picture but, in sharp contrast, the Wadhurst History Society has
had an extra-ordinarily busy few months. It has been challenging but extremely interesting to have so
many people involved with exploring numerous aspects of the 1st World War in preparation for our major
exhibition mounted to mark the real end of the war on 28th June 1919. The Great War and its ‘Uneasy
Peace’ certainly ensured that many History Society members and others rekindled their skills in research
and writing in order to produce thought-provoking information and eye-catching displays. Our thanks go
to all who helped in all sorts of different ways with this ambitious three-day event.
Meanwhile, back at the Wadhurst History Centre, we have met a large number of visitors with stories to
tell, have virtually finished the archiving of the Hawkhurst Smugglers’ archive, have found most of the
answers to puzzling questions, continue with other archiving – well, it has been business as usual really!
www. wadhursthistorysociety.org
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There are many castles in the area, the most famous
being Dover Castle. Most are little more than
fortified manor houses with little means of defence.
However the Martello Towers, of which 103 were built,
were based on a tower in Corsica. It resisted a
bombardment by warships for two days. Fortunately
they were never tested in war.
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We were treated to views of Margate and its crowded
beach, It became more easily accessible when the railway
was opened in 1899. We now moved on to Brighton with
around 20,00 visitors each week, travelling by
coach. Railway travel was not for the faint-hearted,
though. A slide from 1830 showed a South Eastern
Railway locomotive with no protection for the crew.
Passengers fared little better in open “carriages”
having to use umbrellas to protect themselves from
water dripping on them in the tunnels. In 1899 the
S.E Railway and the London Chatham and Dover
Railway merged to form the Southeastern and Chatham
Railway. The new company continued to serve seaside
towns along the coast. Now to Ramsgate where the
railway station was close to the beach. It was shown
with what looked like “standing room only”.

www. wadhursthistorysociety.org

Meetings to come :
Your new Membership cards give you the full list of
2019 talks and speakers.
Talks begin at 8 pm and take place in the
Commemoration Hall.
Bar opens at 7.30.
Thurs 11th July:
“Food of the Gods” – a history of chocolate
by Russell Bowes.

A slide of Brighton beach showed the many
Bathing Huts needed to preserve bathers’ modesty.
Sea-bathing was made popular by the Prince of
Wales. A whole selection of beach activities on slides
included a vicar preaching, donkey rides, a Salvation
Army Band, a beach photographer and his mobile
darkroom. Little Hampton was shown with minstrels.
The style of the pier entrance seems to be the inspiration
for the buildings of the i-360 in Brighton. Folkestone
boasted a switchback railway which was pushed off by
beefy men!

SUMMER BREAK
Thurs 19th September:
“Prisoners of War at Sissinghurst Castle”
by Peter Mellor.
Thurs 10th October:
“Manipulating Monarchs” by Julia Cruse,
(postponed from last year).
Thurs 7th November:
“Sussex Gravestones and Graves” by Kevin Gordon
Thurs 12th December:
AGM with Kathleen Collett entertaining us
afterwards.
408

There was a “request stop” paddle steamer service
which steamed along the coast and looked to be
overloaded! A parade advertising a circus with
elephants, camels etc. The Alhambra Theatre, which
could seat 2000, was opened in 1888. Surprisingly Hove
was a centre of film production at this time. Devil’s
Dyke near Brighton was a big visitor attraction. Slides
showed a fairground, an observatory and a funicular
railway.

Shots of Eastbourne showed a rifle range, on the beach!
1d. per round, and its Lifeboat station and lifeboats. Back
in Brighton slides of the beach fish market and a
Brighton Smack, which is a two-masted fishing boat.
The Volkes Electric Railway, which still runs today, was
shown and the Daddy Longlegs, a sea-going version on
stilts. A pier which, in 1823, served cross channel
ferries was later destroyed by a storm. There was a
view of dozens of Charabancs, parked on the sea front.

Many of these finds are now housed in the Museum of
London along with efforts made to understand the
river.
THE OLD LONDON BRIDGE

Next came rural scenes depicting sheep-washing prior
to shearing, a Temperance March, a pedlar’s cart laden
with his wares, prisoners quarrying chalk, a gas lamplighter and a train crash at Polegate.

It is now known that the meandering river used to be
much wider, with marshes and muddy islands. New
buildings encroaching on to the foreshore narrowed the
river which now flows rather faster and has a different
shape. The foreshore surface is continually changing
both daily with the tides and in the longer term with
storms and floods. Not much digging is required. The
remains of old wooden buildings have sometimes been
dated by tree-ring sampling which allows correlations to
be made with relevant documents as to the people and
livelihoods at that time. In 1949, a map was made of the
foreshore between Cannon Street Bridge and London
Bridge marking the places where all the known finds had
been made. This did not apply to removable artefacts so
much as to parts of structures, ships, ship-building and
ship remains.

A slide showed Guardsmen in Hastings who had taken
part in a exercise organised by the Ministry of Defence
in conjunction with the AA. It was needed to know
how long it would take to transport troops by road
from London to the south coast. The AA still
commemorates the event. Residents of St.
Dunstan’s Institute for the Blind, founded by Arthur
Pierson, were shown engaged in various activities.
There were slides of Brighton Pavilion when it was used
as a hospital for Indian soldiers. It was thought that they
would feel more at home there. Photos showed a derelict
Clergy House at Alfriston compared to its present restored
state. We ended with a series of slides showing a floating
dock at Southampton in various stages of operation.

In 1990 the principles of stratigraphy were demonstrated
to apply to the foreshore. Not only did mud layers build
up over time, as conditions changed some mud layers
were being washed away. This could occur at different
places at different times. At Bermondsey, grid irons were
discovered which had been laid down as a base for ships
to sit on at low tide. These grid irons were dated as postmedieval. Just yards away at the same level were some
prehistoric remains.

These original slides showed us glimpses of life in
Victorian times. It was a much simpler life-style in many
ways without the internet or mobile phones.
John Preston

May 2019:

Currently, the new London Super Sewer is
under construction. The Thames Tideway Tunnel
mainly follows the route of the river with 24 access sites
being excavated at depths of 60 metres. This is
providing archaeologists with a wealth of detailed
information across the whole site. It is reported at
Vauxhall that there was a Bronze Age structure of wood
possibly on an island with many artefacts.

The Thames Discovery Programme /
Community Archaeology On London’s
Foreshore
by Natalie Cohen

We now came to the Thames Discovery Programme
which initially ran for 3 years (1995 – 1998 and aimed
to map the whole river using all the information on
structures already recorded. They started with three staff
and some volunteers. With so many changes in the river
there are now 700 volunteers, known as FROGs,
involved in the Foreshore Recording and Observation
Programme. After two days’ training, FROGs can take
part in the 16-week projects that run in the summer
months. They can also re-visit recorded structures and
observe any changes. As you can imagine, a great
range of artefacts can be found but Natalie, our
speaker, was especially interested in recording finds of
shopping trolleys!
Joan Grace

The Thames foreshore is reputedly England’s largest
archaeological site containing evidence of London’s
history since Neolithic times. It was only in the Victorian
era that this history started to be revealed in a big way with
the construction of new railways, sewage systems etc.
causing a lot of ground disturbance. When the medieval
‘Old’ London Bridge was finally demolished in 1832
after 600 years of service many artefacts were found
and collected. Waterfront development and dredging
both uncovered objects from prehistoric to medieval
times particularly in areas of past activity such as
Battersea Shield, Brentford, the City and Putney.
Fortunately, waterlogged wood and leather are fairly
well-preserved. Another supply of artefacts came from
the ‘mudlarkers’, individuals who roamed the foreshore
when the tide was out.
409

June 2019:

For example, the sailors were far better fed than the
average workman on land. The calorie intake for
the average sailor was 3000-4000 calories a day and
included plenty of meat. Another major advantage was
the provision of free medical care. This was certainly not
something available on land. The majority of medical
intervention required resulted from illness or injury and
the treatment would have been immediate, again not
available on land.

The British Navy: 1793 – 1815
by Alaric Bond
Alaric Bond, the well- known and respected author of
books about the sea, delivered a fascinating talk entitled
“The British Navy 1793-1815 “. When Mr Bond was
introduced to the audience it was shared that, although
his given name is Alaric, he is always known as ‘Jim’ and
Jim proceeded to give a riveting and interactive insight
into life in the Navy period he was speaking about.
Beginning with a brief résumé of his background, Jim
explained that his father had been a writer responsible
for, among other works, stories in the ‘Eagle’ comic and
later for BBC scripts including ‘Mrs Dale’s Diary’.
Encouraged in his love of books, Jim grew up with the
sea stories of C.S. Forester and the character of Horatio
Hornblower, which began his depth of interest in the
Georgian Navy. Jim explained that although 200 years
have passed between the Georgian period and today, in
his view people have always been the same it is only
circumstances that change. Therefore many of the
issues which seem unthinkable today were much more
reasonable when seen in the context of their time.

Jim had brought with him an impressive array of artefacts
from the period. These had been arranged for viewing on
the table at the front of the hall but as the talk proceeded
they did not remain on the table. Cannon balls rolled
around the floor, a sword, a pistol and a musket passed
from hand to hand and the job of the ‘powder monkey’
became incredibly real as the container, that would have
weighed 42 pounds and had to be carried to guns in a
battle situation, was handled by members of the audience.

The talk began with the audience being supplied with
multiple-choice questionnaires, which were challenging
but actually great fun, and dealt with information
associated with the Navy, reference to which is still
relevant today. It was by following through this ‘exam’
as Jim described it, that the talk took shape. Before
beginning on establishing the correct answers to the
questionnaire, Jim made clear that the Navy was vital to
the work force of England at that time. A large proportion
of the population was engaged in work that supported
the Navy. Food had to be grown, ropes and sails made
and of course the trees, which provided the timber for
the ships, had to be grown and managed. It took 100 oak
trees to construct the frame for one vessel! In our area
ropes were made in Marden, Chatham and Hailsham, and
cannon were forged in Ashburton. A great deal of wood
from Wadhurst was also transported to Chatham.

Jim also spoke about the sharing of information in the
England of 200 years ago. The Times circulation in the
early 1800s was only 300 and that would not have been
daily. So information was limited and often out of date
and not always accurate.
Fascinating facts emerged in abundance throughout the
talk. For example, probably the best known British
sailor, Admiral Lord Nelson, did say ‘Kiss me Hardy’ as
he lay dying and that requested action was perfectly
acceptable in Georgian England. It was the Victorians
who could not deal with the idea of Nelson asking to
be kissed and so changed the word to ‘kismet’.
Actually, Nelson’s final words were ‘Thank God I have
done my duty’ as he died. Nelson was a national hero
and his funeral was attended by many thousands of
mourners [none of them women] who considered him
the nation’s saviour.

As he went through the questionnaire, Jim covered a vast
number of topics including naval jargon which is now a
part of the English language, the function of the Press
Gang, the age of the average sailor, the function of
the role of ‘Powder Monkey’, the presence of women on
the ships (and babies being born) and many more
aspects of Georgian naval life. Jim pointed out that
Hollywood’s use of naval stories for films has
frequently concentrated on certain aspects of naval life
at the time, which to the 21st century mind appear
deplorable.
These aspects have frequently been
exaggerated and shown out of context and this tends to
colour modern perception of conditions in the Georgian
Navy. While some things were indeed very harsh, it is
necessary, Jim pointed out, to put things in perspective,
retain an understanding of the current social context
and to be aware that there were definite plus points to
being in the Georgian Navy.

There are apparently indications that Nelson was not
always a pleasant person. Jim said there is evidence that
shows that he was a hypochondriac, that his behaviour
to his wife was appalling, and that he lived with Lady
Hamilton but never married her and that’s besides his
bad breath. However, these issues have never detracted
from his fame. Jim pointed out that there were other
brilliant naval officers in post at the time but Nelson’s
overwhelming fame has resulted in their frequently
being overlooked. And did you know that Nelson had
a cat called Tiddles?
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One of his major challenges was the 1st World War and he
was frank and honest in his explanations of his actions and
reactions to situations such as the Gallipoli disaster when
he held the official position which had previously been
held by his beloved father, Randolph. He described vividly
life in the trenches and then took us through the interwar period during which his was a lone voice during his
“wilderness years”. The stooped figure with his Homburg
hat, stick and cigar was inevitably particularly proud of
the part he played in the 2nd World War and the audience
was completely enthralled. The Blitz, the bombings, the
decisions, the tragedies, the eventual victories and his own
health – we began to understand so much more and felt
his inevitable disappointment when the electorate rejected
him at the General Election of 1945 but brought him back
in 1952 – to his great delight. He ended with his final years
at Chartwell, writing and painting, relaxing in the garden
with Rufus, the poodle and Jock, the marmalade cat. Tired
and now an old man of 90, he sat down in his armchair and
quietly slipped away.

While he spoke, Jim was using the artefacts that he had
brought with him to enable the members of the audience
to relate far more closely to what he was describing. The
cannon balls were rolled around the hall, and they were
incredibly heavy. The sword, which would have been a
boarding weapon for an officer, was also unexpectedly
weighty as were the pistol and the musket which seemed
unbalanced. As these items passed from hand to hand it
made it possible to understand how physically fit those
sailors needed to be, just to manage the weapons of the
time.
This interactive approach enabled a very lively rapport
between speaker and audience, particularly as Jim
welcomed questions as he went along, and was very
happy to engage with points raised. Lots of questions
and lots of laughter accompanied the talk throughout
and the audience was riveted by the extent and depth
of the knowledge Jim displayed. The speech of thanks
to Jim included the comment ‘it was such fun and we
have all learned such a lot’, and the audience certainly
demonstrated their complete agreement with that.

***

Judy Alexander

April 2019:		

The deep silence which followed immediately after this
masterful performance spoke volumes.

Churchill presented by Tony Harris

Then our applause said it all. Tony Harris had done it
again, had transported us to another age and another life.
We had been completely absorbed.

It was a real pleasure to welcome back Tony
Harris to the Commemoration Hall. Having met
him previously as King Henry VIII and his own
father, we were eagerly anticipating his latest
appearance, this time formally on stage with his
audience seated in theatre-style rows.

After a short interlude, Tony came back on stage to
answer questions and to bring the evening to a close.
It had been good to see members of the public in the
audience attracted by the subject and everyone clearly
felt this had been a memorable event. We look forward
to his next visit.
Heather Woodward

Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion
We have been looking forward to showing you our next
publication but various circumstances have caused
unavoidable delays and we had then to focus attention
upon the latest exhibition.
There was an almost audible intake of breath as Churchill
slowly emerged from the Green Room and walked on
to the stage – into a representation of the Churchills’ flat
in London, complete with Clementine’s beloved white
flowers. We were then transported on a fascinating tour
through the life of this maverick and hero. We heard of
his childhood and relationships with his parents and Mrs
Everest, his school-life with its trials and tribulations,
Sandhurst, the Boer War and his experiences and
exploits as a journalist and prisoner of war before going
into Parliament. He explained why he did certain things
and admitted his faults whilst definitely boasting of his
achievements which were rarely overly academic.

This is a bit of a foretaste, provided by Arthur Dewar:
Earlier this year the BBC broadcast “A House Through
Time” in which David Olusuga traced the history
and vicissitudes of a single house through the lives of
its various occupiers. Rachel Ring and I have done
something similar and studied the history of one of
Wadhurst’s most imposing houses thus producing a book
based on these extensive researches.
The mansion in question, “South Park”, was situated in
Mayfield Lane. It was designed by the distinguished
Victorian architect Adolphus Croft (1831-1893), and
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The ‘Great War’ and its Uneasy Peace

commanded extensive, uninterrupted views across the
Weald as far as the Fairlight hills and the South Downs.
The book relates its history from its inception and
chronicles the lives of its various owners and residents.
It reveals the 19th century history of the land on which the
mansion was built and the two buildings that preceded it
and it recounts the evolution of South Park in the context
of the history of Wadhurst as a whole.

28th – 30th June 2019
All those months of preparation and research, all the
challenges of mounting and presenting the diverse
aspects of our topics, all the heart-searching, all the
physical hard work, all the discussions and anguished
despairing ‘phone calls, all the worrying queries as to
whether it was going to work and there would be enough
material………… and it’s all over!

From a farmhouse called “Lomas”, it was transformed
into a larger dwelling on the highest point of the estate and
changed its name to the grander-sounding “South Park”.
Then came a mysterious but immensely rich Scotsman
called John Bruce who found it did not quite meet his
needs so, in the early 1880s, it was he who commissioned
Adolphus Croft to build an even more substantial and
luxurious mansion incorporating all the latest state-ofthe-art technology. In 1890 South Park was purchased
by Croft’s brother, Arthur, who was seeking a home
commensurate with his status and wealth and with an
artist’s studio. Then came the eccentric and reclusive
Russian–born German Baron, Johann Knoop, the owner
of a world-renowned collection of 18th century stringed
instruments. What an interesting personal life and backstory he had! After the Baron’s death, the mansion was
unoccupied and neglected for nearly a decade before
being rescued in 1929 by Miss Beatrice Mulliner, who
transformed it into a girls’ boarding school, Wadhurst
College, which was to merge in 1990, with the Legat
School of Dance and Bellerby’s.

On Thursday the flags were hung, the stands clipped
together and the displays were mounted and it looked all
right to our tired eyes – not to mention limbs!
On Friday, at 10 am, the doors opened and the first
reading was signalled with the tolling of the bell – we
were finally open to the public. What would the reaction
be?

Now it is being developed into apartments, and houses
are being built in the grounds as “Wadhurst Place”.
Putting flesh on the bones of this outline history has
been challenging but rewarding and much intriguing
information has been unearthed from a broad range of
sources. The life stories and the transformations make
fascinating reading and it has been particularly exciting
to be in contact with descendants and relatives of John
Ladds, Arthur Croft and Baron Knoop who have provided
us with invaluable insights and knowledge concerning
the lives of their forebears.

Well, we now know. It was one of great enthusiasm
and no small tinge of amazement that such an
Exhibition could be mounted in a small community.
The comments in the Visitors’ Book were certainly
positive:

When the book finally appears you will discover so much
of interest and intrigue, mystery, scandal and ……………
but we must not spoil it for you. We hope you will enjoy
this revealing tale.
Arthur Dewar.
And Rachel has another very interesting coincidence to
relate but that will be printed once the book is finally
published.
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“What a huge amount of work. Very well
done.” “Wonderful display and very
impressive. Too much to take in with just
one visit. Will need to visit again.” “A
very worthwhile exhibition; great!” “So
interwsting, informative and beautifully
done with such special firendly people
everywhere
–
thank
you.”
“I
particularly enjoyed the boards on women
artists, poetry, fashion,
composers,
rationing.” “What a wonderful display,
am in awe of all the planning and thought
which went into staging it.” “Beautifully
decorated Hall with plenty to read and see
and a lovely Ploughman ‘s prepared
meticulously.” “Exceeded by far what I
was expecting.” “A very moving and
fascinating display, thank you for all the
time

and effort you’ve put in so that we may better
understand.”
And there is a great deal more in the visitors'
book if you want to look at it some time.

We will remember them.
On behalf of the Committee, I’d like to say a very

sincere ‘thank you’ to every single person who
contributed to the success of this very special
centenary event which lasted for three days. You
know what you did to help and we are most
grateful for your support and encouragement.
We couldn’t have done it without you.		

HVOW

I asked for suggestions for articles to be included in
forthcoming Newsletters and I am very grateful to those
who have responded.
This extract, written by Martin Turner, as part of
his chapter entitled ‘Farming and Forestry in
Victorian Times’, is taken from the Wadhurst
History Society’s
irst publication ‘Victorian
Wadhurst’ which appeared in 2005.

Marl
By the time Queen Victoria came to the throne in 1837,
the practice of marling had largely died out with
the increasing availability of lime for fertilising the
arid Wealden soil; described as having a rubber-like
quality in winter and concrete hardness in summer.
But since ancient marl pits are in such evidence in
our local landscape and because of the author’s
fascination with the subject, this note about marl is
reproduced.
The Weald farmer was by necessity manure mad, he fed
the lean soil as a farmer might cram a chicken before
marketing. Dung, compost, sleech (ditch diggings) and
seaweed. However unquestionably the cornerstone of
Wealden farming for at least six centuries was marling.
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The Almshouses in the Marlpit.

At the time of renovation two years ago, wattle and daub
in a state of decay was revealed, which collapsed into
dust as it was exposed.

The Tithe Map of 1622 reveals a largish pond situated
in the area of Wadhurst, still known as “The Marlpit”.
History relates that the pond contained “ marl as used in
fertiliser.” Standing on the north-west bank of the pond
is a dwelling place, which, little doubt, is the existing
Almshouse building.

On a recent visit to Alfriston Clergy House
(National Trust), I was impressed with many
similarities with the Almshouse building, particularly
the layout of the buildings and the types of joints and
wooden pegs used in the construction of both buildings.

In Sussex Charity Education Report (1815 – 1839)
reference is made to Thomas Whitfield ‘gent’ and John
Whitfield ‘gent’ who in March 1622 assigned an annuity
of £10 to the parish of Wadhurst. In the same month,
John Whitfield also confirmed to the Wadhurst trustees:
sufficient timber from the woods for the repair of existing
almshouses, and for those almshouses to be erected
before November 1622. He also promised to supply an
annual amount of hardwood and faggots to each of six
households of poor people in Wadhurst.

In 1622, the Almshouses were owned by the Parish. In
1844, “Tom Hubble and others” lived here. It is certain
they would all have been “poor people”. Could they
have been living together in one building, I wonder?
Time and energy are required for collecting further
information.
Jean Giles
Beyond this area (where used to be the original
Sparrows Green), three Mullins Memorial Almshouses
were erected in 1965 by the trustees of the Wadhurst
United Charities with the aid of a grant from the
Mullins Memorial Fund.

It appears according to records of 1815 – 1839, that there
were at one time three sets of almshouses in Sparrows
Green. At the time of that report, it is stated that “the two
situated in the eastern part of Sparrows Green are lost to
the trust.” The remaining two dwellings are presumed to
be those which were left to the charitable trust, though
there is no actual evidence of this.

***

WANTED
The report below was found when sorting through
the Hawkhurst Smugglers’ collection at the History
Centre. You will certainly be able to visualise this
“wanted” man from his vivid description and end up with
a smile on your face!

Several architectural signs lead one to suspect that the two
almshouses may have originated as a small Hall House.
There is one very large, central interior chimney, roughly
hewn in daub if not wattle! This is clearly visible in a
tiny upstairs room. It is not possible for me to get into the
roof area for further evidence. Having, in imagination,
removed certain inside walls between the two cottages, a
cross passage dwelling with a very large ingle nook and
doors almost opposite one another would be revealed.

“Tuesday August 18 – Saturday August 22, 1747.
Whitehall August 22, 1747
“Whereas William Marchant, who was committed
to Maidstone Gaol for a Robbery on the Highway; and
Pinion otherwise Tollard, who was a Prisoner in the
said Gaol, did, on the 15th instant, make their Escape,
at or near Southborough, in the County of Kent, from a
Party of Dragoons appointed to conduct them to Lewes
in Sussex, in order to be try’d at the Assizes lately held
there, for the Crimes with which they were respectively
charged. His Majesty is pleased to promise a Reward of
One Hundred Pounds to any Person who shall
apprehend the said William Marchant and the like
sum of One Hundred Pounds to anyone who shall
apprehend the said Pinion, otherwise Tollard, so that
they, or either of them, may be brought to Justice.

The foundation of the building is of rough stone, though
now clad with brick on the lower floor – the upper being
clad with hung tiles. There is a possibility that at an
earlier time the building may have been ‘jettied’.
Interior walls on the lower floor are of very substantial
stone, while the upper are cavity walls with ancient timber
beams. Beams on the lower floor are low, one large
solid oak main supporting much narrower cross beams.
The narrow stair well has a steep bend and extremely
low overhead beam at the entrance, leading to a small
attractive landing, which would have originally been part
of the “hall”. The main bedroom has a lofty ceiling, with
a trap door into the roof area, while at the top of the stairs
is a smaller room situated under the eaves.

William Marchant is a middle-size Man about Five Foot
Six Inches high, and about Twenty-five Years of Age.
He is of a light brown Complexion, his Face is pretty
broad, very much marked with the Small Pox, with a
very great Nose, and remarkably hook’d at the tip, both
his Legs are very crooked, and bent remarkably
outwards, he wore a blue Butcher’s frock under a
common white round frock and a brown Wig with long
Curls”.
Rachel Ring

The adjoining cottage is a replica of this, indicating that
either end of the building, if this was indeed a small
Wealden Hall House, there would have been a solar and
service area.

There surely couldn’t be many places to hide…?!
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Oxen

oxen were ideal for the rutted clay byways of our area
and into Kent.

On a visit to the Weald and Downland Museum a couple of
months ago we were fortunate to meet the Museum’s two
oxen who were about to be yoked ready for ploughing.
I had never been up close and personal (as they say) to an
ox before and was amazed how docile and friendly these
two were, albeit they must be used to the public and their
“oohs and aahs” let alone all the touching they receive.
All of this was taken in their stride until the public had
moved on and that was when the bellowing started and,
my goodness, was it loud!

The photograph in the WHS collection shows the Atora
Suet (Hugon’s) van being pulled by two oxen who are
standing outside Bassetts’ Forge in Durgates where
Rodney Bassett had just shod them. The Hugon’s Atora
vans were a regular sight around the country; one
photograph I saw was taken in Cambridge and another
in Rodmell in East Sussex; on both occasions Dick and
Sailor were named as the oxen. Unfortunately they are
not the two in our picture – whilst the horns were the
same shape the markings on the legs were not.

We turned back to find both handlers were now with
them and apparently the noise they were kicking up was
because they wanted to get going. One handler said they
lived a very “cushy” existence W&DM and were not
worked hard at all compared to teams of bygone centuries
up to the early 1900s, by which time the heavy horse had
taken over apart that is from a few pockets, East Sussex
being one of them.

Reports of oxen used in our county, particularly due to
the heavy clay soil, are numerous. They were used as
working farm animals, for logging and for transport.
Roads were mostly impassable in our part of the High
Weald for approximately six months of the year for the
conveyance of heavy loads. For example, trees from the
Whiligh Estate could take up to a year to reach London,
Chatham or further afield with the issue of the roads from
late autumn to mid spring. To reach London, oxen had
to pull loads via Lamberhurst and across country roads/
tracks before reaching the river Medway, near Maidstone,
and water travel from then onwards. The cloven feet of
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Shoeing was common place for oxen who had to traverse
wide tracks and the early-day roads. Shoes were made
in two halves with the designs/shapes differing slightly
depending on the blacksmith and the type of work the
animal undertook.
Rarely would a lone ox be worked as they pulled better
in pairs, or in teams, with the lead pair being closest to
the vehicle and known as polers. These two had to be
strong and steady and were the only members of the team
that could help brake the vehicle when going down hill; a
great deal of weight was put on their necks.
The ox is an animal of habit and would be trained to be
either on the left (nearside) or on the right (offside). The
ox who worked on the left had a single syllable name,
such as Bob, and the offside partner had a two-syllable
name, Bobtail. Bob would work the unploughed side and
Bobtail the furrowed one. Oxen get used to a particular
partner and it was not easy to make changes! Ox teams
could be enormous. Perhaps the largest might have been
86 who, in March 1797, pulled a windmill from Regency
Square in Brighton two miles across country to Dyke
Road. Oxen could work up to seven or eight hours a day
before needing a rest, with their working pace being a
walk, and they could travel around two miles an hour.
So, whether working with the farmer or as a transport
beast, oxen have played an enormous role in our
agricultural history from before Roman times.
In conclusion I feel that Martin Watts (in his book
“Working Oxen”) superbly sums up the working oxen of
old…
‘Despite having disappeared from the
rural scene, the ox has left a huge legacy
behind. As well as the physical remains, the
ridges and furrows and a system of linear
measurement that seemingly defies logic and
taxed the patience of schoolchildren for
centuries, they are the names of wild flowers:
the ox-eye daisy with its long white petals like
eyelashes, the oxlip and the bristly ox-tongue.
One can still buy shoe polish of a rich red
colour called “ox blood”. Geographers call
the characteristic U-bends in a river “ox
bows”.
The words “goad” and “yoke”,
although no longer used in agriculture, are
still

give a near-about time to the parish clerk through hundreds
of years until the mechanical clock became general.

in current use as metaphors. The names of
many towns and villages remind us of the
existence of oxen, including Oxted and Oxford,
and even in London road names recall a
possible earlier use: Oxestalls Road (SE8),
Oxgate Lane (NW2). People are said to be as
slow, gentle, patient or strong as an ox. At
Christmas it was the ox that made room for
Rachel Ring
Mary and Joseph!’

Now that information should be useful for your research
when you next explore the details of our parish church.
Is it still the same?
******
As we are all well aware, we can learn much from history.
One of the real pleasures of reading books of yore can
be learning useful things which could still apply. So
herewith one or two titbits – you may not like them all so
you don’t have to try them all!

Health and Welfare:

I wonder how many of the readers of this Newsletter
really know everything about our Parish Church.
W G Godeck describes one of its less wellknown features in May 1961:The old Church clock – not the one in the tower – the one
outside the porch on the left of the doorway a few inches
from the end of the drip-stone course. Have you seen it?
It is not mentioned in the Church guide book and yet it
has served this parish for hundreds of years. It is a
“scratch” or mass-dial which was the means of finding
the time of day for the purpose of ringing the bell and
calling the people to worship before clocks and watches
becamse general in Tudor times. These “scratch“ dials
can be found on quite a number of our old Sussex
Churches.
The one on our porch is a circle dial with radial lines
marking the hours between 6 am and 7 pm with a deeply
cut noon line. In the centre of the dial can be seen what
remains of the iron style or gnomon which marked the
sun shadow line and indicated in a loose or near-about
way the hours of church service.

Relieve insomnia by eating a boiled onion at
bedtime.

•

Keep rheumatism at bay – drink plenty of
lemonade without sugar.

•

Bay leaves stimulate and improve digestion.

•

If you swallow a fishbone, suck a piece of
lemon slowly and the bone will dissolve.

•

For a refreshing tonic drink in summer, pour
boiling water over freshly picked mint leaves
and add a little honey.

•

A simple way to ease sunburn is to grate a raw
potato. Insert between a piece of gauze or a
clean handkerchief and apply to the affected
area. It’s very soothing and healing.

•

To recondition dry hair – shampoo and towel
hair dry, apply mayonnaise and leave for an
hour. Shampoo with warm water and add 1
tbspn of cider vinegar to the final rinse.

•

When your hands are ingrained after doing
a dirty job, massage with 1 tspn of sugar and a
little cooking oil. Remove with warm water
and soap, dry your hands thoroughly and apply
a nourishing hand cream.

Anti-Stress Tips:Make lists but don’t set yourself unrealistic goals.
Work in short bursts – you’ll be more efficient
and less flustered.

You will find another of these “clocks” on the south side
of the chancel on the jamb stones of the priests’ door –
the name, by the way, given to the small doorway
generally found in old churches which entered direct into
the chancel. This one on the left of the doorway, some
three feet from ground level. The sandstone here is badly
worn now, and the iron gnomon has long since rusted
away, but you can still see the hole from which it
protruded and two or three of the radial lines – one of
which would have marked the 9 am hour of the Sunday
parish mass.
These “scratch” dials, often made apparently with a
pocket-knife or whittle (not by naughty boys) served to

•

Find some time for yourself each day – even if it
means leaving a chore undone.
Don’t leave things to the last minute.
Have regular breaks and don’t turn that selfcatering holiday into hard work.
With thanks to Mary Rose’s
1001 COUNTRY HOUSEHOLD HINTS
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HONITON FAIR in Devon begins on the first Tuesday
after 19th July. The town crier officially opens the fair by
parading along the High Street with a gold glove at the
end of a long pole decorated with garlands of flowers and
announcing:
Oyez, Oyez, Oyez!

And Michael WILLIAMS’ BOOK SUPERSTITION
AND FOLKLORE comes up with OMENS.
•

CARRYING AN ACORN in your pocket keeps
you looking youthful.

•

Ringing the CHURCH BELLS will drive away
evil spirits.

•

Never eat BLACKBERRIES after 30
September as then the Devil is in them.

•

According to Americans, you should study the
bubbles on the surface of a cup of COFFEE: If
the bubbles come towards you, money will
come your way, if they float away, hard times
are ahead.

The fair has begun!

th

•

To hear a DONKEY bray means rain before the
end of day.

•

If you see a BLACK FEATHER in a field, stick
it into the ground and make a wish.

•

HORSE SHOES are considered especially
lucky because the horse has natural links with
iron, a magical metal.

•

An ONION hung in a room will keep disease
away. [Apparently, there is truth in this because
a cut onion attracts germs.]

•

The glove is up!

No man shall be arrested until
the glove is down.
God save the Queen!

WHITSTABLE BAY is famous for its oysters. An old
Kentish tradition claims that Julius Caesar was drawn to
Britain by the Whitstable oysters.

MORE INTERESTING DATES IN JULY’S HISTORY

Carry a small POTATO in your pocket to ward
off rheumatism.

Always put your left SHOE on first as this will
bring you good luck that day.
And another gem from our own archives:•

1st July 1977

Virginia Wade won the women’s singles
at Jubilee Wimbledon. [She lived
for a while in Tunbridge Wells and
attended Tunbridge Wells Girls’ 		
Grammar School.]

4th

1865

Alice in Wonderland published.

10th

1553

Lady Jane Grey proclaimed as Queen
of England (‘reign ’lasted for only nine
days).

1837

Euston opened as the first London
railway station.

1937

The introduction of 999 calls.

1958

The launch of the Parking Meter.

Wadhurst had celebrations to mark the Coronation of
King Edward VII in 1902.
Poster No. 2 includes the following under ATHLETIC
SPORTS:
“Toilet Competition for Gentlemen and Ladies” And
another is

16th

1955

Stirling Moss was the first Englishman
to win the British Grand Prix.

“Veterans’ Race for Men over 55”.
(!)
What on earth was the toilet competition?

19th

1545

The sinking in the Solent of the Marie
Rose, Henry VIII’s new flagship.

21st

1545

French invade the Isle of Wight.

25th

1907

The first ever Scout Camp on Brownsea
Island.

27th

1917

The Royal Family changed its name
from Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor.

One’s mind boggles!
******
The HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA takes place during
July on a stretch of the Thames in Oxfordshire. The
Regatta began in 1839 with a single afternoon of rowing
races. It now lasts for for five days and is one of the
important summer social events.
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Notes from the Editor.

All our publications are available at WHS meetings,
from the Centre on Tuesday mornings, and from
Barnett’s Bookshop. Excellent presents for current
and former residents of Wadhurst.

The next Newsletter should appear in the Autumn.
Please submit comments, ideas, information and articles
for inclusion and also any questions that you may
have. Somebody may well know the answer(s). Such
contributions should be sent to The Editor,
Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst TN5 6LR or
e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com before Monday
9th September 2019.

Adding to our various greetings cards, notelets,
postcards, we now also have to following items for
sale:
*****
•

Two new postcards:
Sussex by the Sea and Celia Turner’s
linocut of Wadhurst 50p each
*****

•

Notepads (25 pages) of paintings from a
previous WHS calendar (very useful) £2.
*****

PLEASE SEND IN SOME WADHURSTRELATED OR GENERAL HISTORY
QUESTIONS!

Not everyone manages to attend our Meetings in
the Commemoration Hall, where they can pick
up their Newsletters. From now on, after the
Newsletters have been displayed and picked
up, in order to avoid a monumental postage
cost, please collect your Newsletter from
Carillon Cottage. OR ask a neighbour/friend if
they would mind bringing your copy home for
you.

•

Mounted pictures of Wadhurst £4.

•

AND the 2020 WHS calendar
(long format) £7
*****
To see more of our archives, consult
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
*****

Publications:
Besides all our other nine books:
*****
Wadhurst’s Princely Mansion –
Newsletter printed by Digital Image Solutions

South Park

Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17
1DY E-mail: rez@dis-ltd.com

will be published in the Autumn.

Tel: 0845 0949485

*****
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