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Learn from the Past to Understand the Present
Notes from the Centre

Picture of the High Street by David Peacock, published in the County magazine of December 1985.

The High Street continues to be the hub of Wadhurst but there have been quite a few changes recently.  Presumably previous 
generations of Wadhurstians have wondered what on earth was happening to their settled community when they witnessed the 
White Hart moving down and then across the street, Castertons’ Post Office being demolished and re-emerging as Goble’s and 
now Jackie Martel, Couchman’s closing and now The Wholefood Shop, Hygeia Lodge becoming Magpie and so many more.  Well, 
what have we today?  Lloyds Bank’s doors firmly shut after some eighty-odd years on that site.  We have a number of pictures 
in the archives showing the building through its various manifestations from grocer via drapers’ to financial institution.  And we 
now have a gift shop where Ratcliff, the butcher, used to ply his trade.  The Post Office is now a stationer’s at the Old Post Office 
whilst the new current Post Office is in the supermarket which used to be the stables of the Queen’s Head Hotel.  Change is no 
doubt a good thing but it can seem quite muddling!

Down at the Wadhurst History Centre where we house really fascinating archives, we often find ourselves side-tracked by yet 
another little nugget of information about Wadhurst and its people and the research is interrupted while we try and sort out yet 
another detail into its correct context.  Thank goodness for the cross-referencing we started way back in 2004!  We are always 
pleased to welcome visitors who are able to widen our understanding of our community and of the world we live in because it 
is not just Wadhurst down there.  Far from it.  

Join us any Tuesday morning from 10 am.    

For updated news and information about the Wadhurst History Society , please consult  www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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 Monthly Talks’  summaries:
May 2017

East Sussex Folk
from John Freeland to Rudyard Kipling

by 
Brian Freeland

Brian Freeland described his family as long time 
residents of East Sussex (with lines also in West Sussex 
and Hampshire).  The name appears in records from the 
13th century, but probably originated with the Normans, 
and the family historically were farm labourers, though 
some worked their way up to “higher stations”!  Co Sgt 
Major Albert Freeland was, of course, a Wadhurst man 
who died at the Battle of Aubers Ridge on 9th May 1915.

Brian wove tales of the iron industry in East Sussex 
with local folklore, with Batemans in Burwash and with 
the Freeland family over 400 years.  Going back to the 
18th century, there were two brothers, Henry Freeland, a 
gamekeeper on the Ashburnham estate, and his brother 
John, a shopkeeper from Salehurst.  John married a rich 
widow, and in 1773 bought Batemans in Burwash, an 
ironmaster’s house, for £950.  

In 1787, Batemans was bought by Robert Pattenden 
(John Freeland’s son-in-law), who lived there till 1821, 
with his three further wives and numerous children.  John 
Freeland’s will of 1803 included provision of a sum of 
£900 in trust for Charity Bread to be provided to people 
as they left church, and this trust survived until 1925.  It 
is probable that the funds derived from the sale proceeds 
of Batemans.

Iron was an important industry in the 16th century, 
and there were over 100 forges and furnaces in East 
Sussex.  Another John Freeland managed the forge at 
Robertsbridge.  Great fortunes could be made from iron, 
but, dependent on charcoal from local woodland, the 
processes became increasingly expensive as the woods 
were depleted, and in due course the industry moved up 
to the Midlands where coal supplies were plentiful. 

After the demise of the iron industry in East Sussex in the 
18th century, the county’s economy declined, the roads 
were poor, and Walpole, the Prime Minister, discouraged 
people from visiting it as the locals were “savages”, and 
he described Robertsbridge as a wretched village! 

Brian Freeland had relied on parish records for much of 
his research; as well as recording births, marriages and 
deaths, these records also give a commentary on local and 
wider events.  En passant, he mentioned that the records 
disclosed that Wadhurst Church spire had been struck by 
lightning at least 5 times between 1575 and 1850!
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Talks during 2017
NB some of these dates were incorrect in 

Membership cards.  These are re- checked!
Thurs 11th October: Edith Cavell by Laton Frewen.
Wed 8th November: the River Thames – London’s Liquid History 
by Stuart Robinson.
Wed 13th Annual General Meeting, mince pies, mulled wine and 
entertainment. 
2018 – Thrus, 11th January – Ightham Mote – Life Upstairs 
Downstairs – by Heather Woodward



Brian gave us a good review of the iron industry in East 
Sussex during the 16th to 18th centuries and told stories 
of some of the characters involved, many of whom were 
his forebears.  Batemans, built in 1634, was the house 
of an ironmaster (John Brittan) and there was a foundry 
on the river Dudwell below the Batemans Mill, and as 
mentioned, in 1773 John Freeland bought it.  Some 130 
years later, the house came on to the market.  Rudyard 
Kipling liked it, but missed the opportunity to acquire 
it.  However, 3 years later it again came on to the market 
and Kipling took the train to Etchingham and a fly to the 
property, and bought it – even though he described it as 
being in a state of “peaceful filth”.  It was his last house 
and the place where he wrote all his late works.  It is now 
owned by the National Trust.

Kipling’s son, John, died in WWI, and is buried in Burwash 
church.  That church has only one iron grave slab, but it 
is the oldest known, belonging to John Collins, who died 
in 1537.   John Collins was an early ironmaster, with a 
furnace 2 miles away - and it is tempting to assume that 
this was the furnace on the river Dudwell at Batemans.

Mike Goolden

June 2017:

The Story of the Crystal Palace

by Ian Gledhill

Our speaker, Ian Gledhill has had a life-long fascination 
with the Crystal Palace. As a child, he wondered how 
people went to the toilet in a glass house without being 
seen. Ironically it is believed the fire started in the staff 
toilet! The idea for a grand exhibition was suggested in 
1849 when Queen Victoria had been on the throne for 
12 years. Her consort Prince Albert was not popular 
and needed a project to enhance his image. So planning 
began and the only space in London large enough for the 
estimated area required was in Hyde Park. Designs were 
invited, 245 were received and eventually rejected.

Into the breach stepped Joseph Caxton, head gardener at 
Chatsworth. He submitted a design for a giant greenhouse 
drawn on a piece of blotting paper, still preserved, and this 
was accepted. It was a design using identical iron frames 
that bolted together and was very quickly constructed at 
a cost of £150,00. It was adapted to accommodate the 
mature elm trees on the chosen site. One unexpected 
problem was the sparrows nesting in the trees. They had 
the habit of defecating causing an unsightly mess. Victoria 
sent for The Duke of Wellington. He found a solution - 
sparrow hawks - the birds left. The exhibition opened in 
1851. Visitors numbered several million, having a great 
day out among the exhibits, ranging through the arts, 
industry, agriculture.  A profit of £180,000 was made and 

was used to build many of the museums and institutes 
still in existence.

But what to do with this vast greenhouse? Due to its design, 
like a giant Meccano set, it was easily dismantled and 
moved to Sydenham in August 1852 where it dominated 
the skyline for miles around. The name Crystal Palace, 
coined by Punch, gave its name to the area. However, 
Paxton got a bit carried away. The building acquired an 
undercroft to level the site, extra storeys, a full length 
domed roof, the greater glass area and extensive gardens 
with numerous fountains. It was opened on 10th June 
1854 by Queen Victoria and 4000 people attended the 
opening. It was used for concerts, trade shows, firework 
displays etc.

A planned lecture that year by H M Hart on ‘Fire’ never 
took place as the north transept was destroyed by a fire 
the day before. There were 2 million visitors in the first 
year but due to cost overrun and high maintenance costs 
it continued to lose money. Football was played there and 
Crystal Palace football club still exists. The Cup Final 
was played there from 1895 until 1914.

In 1913 the building, which up till then had been privately 
owned, passed into public ownership. It remained closed 
during WW1 and reopened in 1920.

At 7.15 p.m. on 30th November 1936, while the manager, 
Sir Henry Buckland, was walking with his daughter 
Crystal, a fire was spotted.  With a strong NW wind the 
fire, which is believed to have started in the staff toilets, 
quickly got out of control. How can a building of steel 
and glass burn? It actually contained a lot of wooden 
structures and had wooden window frames hence there 
was plenty of fuel. The glow in the sky could be seen 
over 40 miles away. So, having given its name to an area 
of London, the Crystal Palace was no more.

John Preston                                                                    

July 2017:  
The Battle of Hastings - Mired in 

Controversy
by Brigadier Hugh Willing

Hugh Willing brought to his subject not only his expertise 
as a historian, but also his military experience. This was 
much to our advantage.

*****

Uncontroversial is that it happened: a terrifying, bloody, 
violent affair, over eight hours on one day, 14th October 
1066, in Sussex, won by William, who, as victor, oversaw 
the Norman Conquest of England, and, in 1086, had 
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drawn up a comprehensive register of all land, property, 
equipment, people, animals, etc. into the Domesday 
Book, for fiscal purposes, seismic social change coming 
as a result.

Controversial is why William invaded, the size of his 
invasion force, his landing place, the exact site of the 
ensuing battle, and how Harold died and was buried, 
hindered by the inconsistency of fourteen primary 
sources, whose ecclesiastical authors were not actually 
there. Nor does the Bayeux Tapestry shed much light, it 
having been made as a cartoon of later edition, offering a 
Norman perspective for the unlearned.

Why invade? England was a wealthy kingdom with 
a sound taxation system, taxes going to the king, a 
considerable potential source of income for William, 
should he become king. A dubious succession issue 
obtained, in that Edward the Confessor (died 1066), 
William’s second cousin, had no heirs, but had, 
apparently, named Harold Godwinson as his successor, 
a fact disputed by the Normans. William claimed to have 
been promised the throne, but his illegitimacy did not 
advance a strong blood claim. Religion was an issue, 
with a perceived need to realign England with continental 
France, for which goal William received papal support. 
Indeed, a papal banner was presented to William as 
colours for an army drawn from several Roman Catholic 
lands, whereas Harold and his late father, Godwin, had 
been excommunicated by the Pope years earlier for the 
unauthorised replacement of an archbishop. Harold was 
crowned, by the Wytan, at Westminster Abbey on 5th 
January 1066, but the ‘real’ pretenders to the throne had 
been William, Duke of Normandy, and Harald Hardrada 
in the summer of that year.

The size of the invasion force: Norman records mention 
750 ships, but various commentators quote 696, 3000, or 
even 10,000. Certainly, there was infantry, cavalry with 
its horses, archers, and pre-fabricated castle sections, but 
a suggestion that 50,000 mounted knights joined battle 
lacks logistical sense. There were probably some 7500 
men on each side, evenly matched, at least numerically.

Where did William land?     Generally, Pevensey Bay 
is cited as the location. However, several Sussex parishes 
under Norman (Fécamp Abbey) control in 1066, paying 
dues to the Normans, were favourable for an invasion, 
their ports Franco-Norman settlements of some years’ 
standing. The invasion required good weather and fair 
winds, coupled with the need to sail on one date [cf. 
D-day 1944]. The Channel was crossed at night on 27th 
September 1066, making an unopposed landing along the 
coast. But where? Was it Pevensey Bay, Bulverhythe, or 
the Brede Estuary? 

Where was the battle?  William’s men marched inland, 
via Boreham Hill and Ninfield (where, today, Standard 
Hill is known as where the Norman colours were set up), 
trashing lands and appropriating anything edible, and 
reached Telham Hill.  Harold had defeated his rivals for 
the crown, his half-brother, Tostig, together with Harald 
Hardrada, at Stamford Bridge in Yorkshire. Harald had 
brought over 300 longships full of veteran warriors, 
and the two men had gained a victory at Fulford, but 
were massacred in camp by Harold’s army, which then 
marched southwards to face William at, or near, Caldbec 
Hill, by the ‘hoary apple tree’, the exact location of which 
remains unknown. It is believed that communication had 
taken place, Harold being forewarned of the impending 
invasion and battle. The site of the battle is known as 
Senlac Hill, Battle Abbey having been built, (supported 
by evidence) where so many fought and died. William had 
vowed to build an abbey on the site of his great victory, 
as a penance. Battle, then, would seem, irrefutably, to be 
that place, its abbey one of the ten wealthiest in 1086, 
the town of Battle growing up around it over time. Sadly, 
after the battle, looters [cf. Waterloo 1815] stripped the 
battlefield of all bronze, gold, and any useful thing, so 
that, 951 years later, any bodies and iron weaponry will 
have been consumed by acidity of the soil, thus removing 
any incontrovertible proof of the exact battle site. 

How did Harold die, and where was he buried? 

The commonly held view is that he was slain by an arrow 
entering his eye, yet there is no evidence of this. The 

arrow appearing on 
the Bayeux Tapestry 
is an addition of 
Victorian stitching 
[‘stitching’ indeed], 
but it is unclear 
whether it depicts 

Harold, who is probably the nearby figure being hacked 
to pieces. Visitors to Waltham Abbey are shown Harold’s 
grave in the church grounds, but other sites equally claim 
to be Harold’s resting place.

*****

All the foregoing suggests why the Battle of Hastings is 
‘mired in controversy’.    Yet the overriding fact is that, 
as a consequence of the battle, England became closely 
allied to Europe rather than to the Norse lands.    Norman 
systems, advanced for the time, were put in place, and 
the country was reunited with the Holy See. A downside 
to this, of course, was 200 years of stubborn resistance to 
Norman rule, and struggles with France persisting until 
the 19th century.
Although Harold held the higher ground at Senlac 
Hill, a position normally affording a distinct military 
advantage, William had better trained troops, who had 
been preparing for this day for several months, had a 
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definite purpose, and this being a non-return venture, the 
Norman ships having been set on fire upon fulfilment of 
their task.                                        Stefan Gatward

*****

Thank you to all those throughout the year who have 
written the summaries of our talks.

*****

 Now to look at the various Collections:

The Choirboys Magazine (1957)
Following the excerpts from the last Newsletter, we 

delve further.........
The choirboys roving reporter interviewed Mr M 
WATTS who contributed “I Remember” about his 
memories of being in the choir:

“I remember I joined the choir in September 1888 – 
the year Mr Codrington became Vicar.  Mr Dengate 
from Ticehurst was Choirmaster and Organist. In those 
days, the organ was under the tower arch and extended 
outwards for about three pews.  The choir sat at the cross 
aisle. We choir boys dangled our legs over the front seats, 
six each side of the nave, with the ladies and men behind.  
The choir consisted of twelve boys, about eight ladies 
and seven men.  We were in ordinary clothes, dressed in 
our Sunday best, of course, but that is all.
“The vestry was at the back of the Church and the ringing 
floor was above it.  This was all burnt out in 1911.  If you 
look to the left of the tower, you will see the blocked-in 
doorway which led to the ringing floor.  Sam Wallis’s 
father sent him up there every day to ring the bell at 9 am 
in the morning and 5 pm in the evening.”
Mr Watts explained that he thought this was an old 
Church custom and that evening bell was something to 
do with the preaching of an evening sermon.
When asked if there were any tunnels leading from the 
Church, Mr Watts replied that he didn’t know but 
“there is one leading from Shoesmiths to Bayham Abbey.  
I know for I have been in it.  Of course, I was just a nipper 
then.  The passage led right through to Bayham Abbey.  I 
believe it was used for smuggling.”

Mr Watts then mentioned some previous choir members:
“Mr Larcombe, the headmaster, sang in the choir for 
years.  By the way, Mr Bocking, the grandfather of our 

present Mr Bocking [whose family gave the Wadhurst 
History Society his wide-ranging collection of Wadhurst 
memorabilia] was headmaster when I was at school.  
Then there were the two Miss Tillers whose father kept 
the Queen’s Head Hotel.  They often sang soprano solos. 
Sam Wallis was a beautiful singer as a boy and also as a 
bass.  Mr [Leslie] Stevenson, who was vicar from 1908 
to 1920 was choirmaster when Mr Rigg was the organist.  
Mr Stevenson was a wonderful musician.  He wrote 

several services and anthems for us and it was he who 
had the choir robed.  The music was of a simple nature 
until Mr Stevenson’s time but then we did ‘Elijah’, ‘Holy 
City’, ‘Messiah’ and so on.” 

Mr Watts closed the interview:  “I remember that as 
we little boys sat there at the cross aisle, if we fidgeted, 
the church warden – I believe it must have been Mr 
Cheesman – used to bang us on the head with a pole 20 
foot long to make us sit still.”

The mention by Mr Watts of the tunnel from 
Shoesmiths clearly intrigued the Choir’s ‘roving 
reporter’ because the next edition of the magazine 
published an interview with CHRISTINE TURNER 
whose grandparents were living in Great Shoesmiths 
and she told the boys about the tunnel, the house and 
something of its ghosts.

Great Shoesmiths

Shoesmiths is one of the oldest houses in Wadhurst dating 
back it is said over 900 years.  Ironmasters at one time 
lived there and from them the house has taken its name.  
It is built mainly of sandstone quarried from near Old 
Station Road and has 33 windows.  The front door, lead 
up to by four steps is a very old one.

Inside the house there are 11 rooms downstairs.  The 
scullery is a large room where the bread was once baked.  
High up on the ceiling are great oak beams.  The kitchen is 
mostly of oak with a red brick floor and it also has beams. 
There is a Jar Room and also a Monks’ Room which it is 
said the monks once used. A dark, oak-panelled corridor 
leads from this room to the hall.  The dining room, also 
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oak-panelled, is like a big hall.  In the current lounge, 
there is a big open fireplace in which you can look up and 
see the sky.  
Another room is called the Apple Room because fruit is 
stored there.  It is from this room that the tunnel leads to 
Bayham Abbey.  It is said that it was haunted so it was 
blocked up. There are also stories that monks, smugglers 
and even spies in the 1st World War used this tunnel.
Upstairs there are also 11 rooms.  The walls of one of 
the rooms are covered with oil paintings.  One of these is 
said to be of a very early queen. In another room, a young 
girl was murdered and the blood stains are on the floor.  
Because of the blood stains, the boards were once taken 
up and new ones put down – but the blood stains still 
appeared.  So it is said that the house is haunted
When new people took the house, the story goes that 
all the windows opened and on another occasion, there 
were queer noises in the night. Another story is that on 
Christmas night a coach and six white horses ride through 
the yard and all night long a woman stands on the bridge. 

*****

In the 1959 edition of the Choirboys’ Magazine, we have 
the following:

Filling the Gap

The choir was leaving the chancel after the Service 
singing the Processional Hymn ..... the last lady in the 
women’s section was wearing a pair of shoes with stiletto 
heel, but in the centre of the aisle was a grating.  
However, without a thought for her fancy heels, the young 
woman sang and marched.  And the heel of one shoe 
went through a hole in the grating.  Instantly realising her 
predicament but without missing a step, she slipped her 
foot out of the shoe and continued down the aisle.
Everything moved like clockwork.  The first man 
following the young woman noticed the situation and 
without losing a beat reached down and picked up her 
shoe.  The entire grating came with it.  Startled but still 
singing, the man carried on, in his hand one grating 
attached to one shoe.
Still no break in the procession.  Everybody sang; 
everything still moved like clockwork; then in tune and 
in time to the beat, the next man stepped into the hole.
 11/AM/036

*****

It happened in Wadhurst 30 years ago – 
1987

January:   Police, firemen, councils, the bus firms and 
British Rail battled to keep essential services going 
when heavy snow falls descended on the area causing 

widespread chaos.
March:  the Church Spire was inspected by steeple 
jacks. 
May:   the Gospel Hall at Turners Green was put up for 
sale.
The two-hundred-year old trees at Turners Green were 
felled – despite strong protests.
Cheesman and Newington Ltd closed their garden 
and animal feeds shop in the High Street and their Mill 
premises in Washwell Lane became The Mill Feed 
Company Ltd.
Radio Sussex presenters David Arscott and Anna 
Newstead visited the Commemoration Hall and 
interviewed several local residents. The interviews were 
broadcast on the radio.
Stan Cosham held an Exhibition of old and new Wadhurst 
and its people including photographs, newspapers, 
magazines, documents and artefacts. 
The new Scout Hut was built.
George Feltham’s Butchers moved into the High Street 
next to the Ironmongers.
On the night of 16th October very high winds that 
became known as the “Hurricane” hit the area causing 
power cuts and widespread damage to homes, shops and 
businesses and the environment. Police, firemen, bus 
firms and British Rail again battled to maintain essential 
services.
In November, the Dramatic Club presented the 
pantomime “Humpty Dumpty”.             

Anthony Cosham

*****

The Kent and Sussex Courier – 17/PR/044:

(a) When pigs came before Arithmetic.

Wadhurst school children were often absent because it 
was hop-picking time.  The heading above appeared in 
October 1872 and the 2017 comment continued:
 “School in the 1870s was a place to go when there was 
no more important occupation to pursue in spite of school 
inspectors who kept a note of attendances.
Country children scored a high rate of absenteeism in the 
agricultural seasons.  In the days when every household 
kept a pig, one of the peak times of staying away from 
school was the autumn.
Instead of poring over lessons, the children were 
out collecting acorns to eke out the porkers’ feeding 
programme.  This helped to ensure plump sides of bacon 
and a good larder full of pork for the winter.

*****
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(b) In the same edition was included a twenty-
year time-line:
1852 – Timothy Joseph Hickmott founded the firm of E 
R Hickmott and Sons.
1852 – Louis Napoleon proclaimed Emperor of the 
French.
1864 - The International Red Cross was established.
1869 – the Suez Canal was opened.
1871 – H M Stanley rescued Dr. Livingstone.
1872 – The Courier was founded.

(c) An extract from another article, this time 
about Tunbridge Wells, in the Kent and Sussex 
Courier in 1872.
The present Lloyds Bank on the corner of Crescent 
Road and Mount Pleasant, was, in the 1870s, the 
Beechings  Bank with branches in Tonbridge, Hastings 
and Bexhill.  All went well until the late 1880s when 
one of Thomas Beeching’s partners, Mr. W.H. Hodges, 
speculated, unsuccessfully, on the Stock Market.  His 
debt was more than £100,000.  To make good the loss, 
Beechings sold the estate and goodwill to Lloyds Bank; 
apparently, says Professor Sayers, in his book “The 
History of English Banking”, representing four years’ 
profits.  Lloyds retained three of the Beeching family 
as Branch Managers.  Thus ended Thomas Beeching’s 
entrepreneurial spirit since 1789 when he opened a linen 
drapers’ shop in Church Lane and began taking care 
of other shop keepers’ savings from villages around 
Tunbridge Wells.  By 1815 his bank was issuing its own 
notes and trading as Beechings, Hodgkin and Beeching.  

(d) The first George Farrar began his business on the 
Pantiles, then known as The Parade, in the 1850s, and 
the shoe repair shop under the Minstrel’s Gallery was his 
workshop opposite his shop.  He was By Appointment 
to Prince Albert who on one occasion bought a very fine 
watch from him and often enjoyed making purchases 
from the Pantiles shop. Mr. Farrer was supported by 
most of the local aristocracy.  He also advertised in the 
first edition of the Courier for “a respectable youth as 
an apprentice to the watchmaking and jewellery…”. 
Towards the end of the century, the firm moved to the 
High Street, and, quite a novelty then, the shop windows 
were lit. He died in 1900 and was succeeded by his son 
and then by George and Gordon Farrar. The report states 
that Gordon and George specialised “in antique silver and 
fine jewellery, and the very best in clocks and watches”. 
Not so different from the first George Farrar!
(Unfortunately, the jewellers’ closed its doors on the 
High Street in 2016.)

17/PR/044

Many finds excited us when we began to explore 
the Bocking Collection and one of the particular 
highlights was the delightful 

CAMP LOG BOOK
 in the shape of a bell tent.

Our local guides camped at Chagford, Devonshire 
from 27th August to 6th September 1930.

Gwenda Clements wrote these poetic lines:-

“Killing the Snake”
On the sunny moors we sallied

To see what we could see
It was here a while Miss Baldwin dallied

With Adder brave and free.

Alas! Poor snake, his freedom went
When Miss Baldwin him espied,

With stick and string on murder bent,
She attacked him till he died.

Now in peace he lies again
But not in sun or wind or rain

For he is bottl’d and stored away,
To remind Miss B. of the evil day!”

A further paragraph on this subject was written by 
Kathleen Hemsley aged 10.5.

“One summer’s day when we went on the moors we tried 
to find some sundew with Miss Baldwin.  The sundew 
was growing in the bog; suddenly we heard a hiss and 
we saw a snake which Miss Baldwin said was an Adder.  
Then Miss Baldwin so brave cut a piece of heather and 
put the point in the adder’s head, holding it down by 
putting both her feet on it. After she had killed it she sent 
it to be bottled in spirits”.

BC/SB/001

“The Pillow Fight” was recorded by Winifred Fielding 
aged 14.
‘I remember it was the last night in camp when all the 
Guides were to have a pillow fight.  As I was the only 
one from the Tidebrook Company who managed to get to 
the fight I will now relate what I saw and did.  We were 
all in our nightgowns and pyjamas with a pillow in our 
hands.  I’ve never seen or heard anybody undress or wash 
as quickly as we did that night.
The officers were all there so I chased Madam (Beryl 
Courthope) right round the field, hitting her with a pillow 

333



every time I caught her.  I went to chase a Ranger who had 
just emerged from her tent, but instead of me chasing her, 
she turned round and ran after me, and I think I tripped 
over every guy rope as I ran to get away from her.  All the 
Guides looked like ghosts running about the field in their 
nightgowns.  When we tried to hit Miss Baldwin she just 
took our pillows away.  All too soon the time flew and 
we had to go to bed – but I do not think anybody went to 
sleep that night’.

BC/SB/001

“Camp Fire” was vividly described by Dorothy 
Manktelow aged 13.5.
‘We had campfire almost every night after supper.  When 
we had hurriedly washed up the supper things and done 
our various duties, we would hear the camp fire whistle.  
Guides emerged like ants from tents all over the camp, 
laden with blankets and rugs and wearing jumpers, coats 
and woollen cardigans.  We had the fire in the next field 
to which our tents were.  Round it were laid a number 
of ground sheets.  Everybody was quarrelling as to who 
should sit beside the different captains.  When we had 
all settled down, we discussed which should be our first 
song, usually we sang “ Camp Fires Burning”.  Some 
other songs we sang were “Three Pirates came to London 
Town”, which we sang in two parts, with the quivering 
voice of the landlord, and the harsh voices of the pirates.  
Also “My High Silk Hat” which caused a great deal of 
laughter.  Other songs were “Old King Cole”, “Sambo 
was a lazy Coon”, “Go to the Top of the Path in the 
Garden” and “White sand and Grey Sand”.  After the 
singing and a good many songs we stood up and sang 
“Taps” and then taking up the ground sheets we made 
our way to the store tent, where cocoa and biscuits were 
being served.  After drinking a hot mug of cocoa we wash 
and went to bed’.

BC/SB/001

Does anyone know the 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 6th and 7th of those 
songs?  We may have been Guides once upon a time 
but we don’t know these!

 “Our 1st Visit to the River” was written by Winifred 
Fielding aged 14.
‘It was a fine sunny day in August when all the Guides 
who were in camp (Wadhurst, Stonegate and Tidebrook) 
trooped down to the river to bathe.  The water glistened 
and sparkled like diamonds in the sun.  Large rocks stuck 
out of the water, which made the river look very pretty.  
Soon we were all splashing in the water like ducks on a 
pond, thinking it great fun.  After a while Miss Courthope 
(Beryl) who was head of the camp, came in to bathe, then 
the fun started.   We splashed her all over, and all her hair 
got wet because she had no bathing cap on.  The Rangers 

tried, and did get photographs of her.  Of course, Miss 
Courthope accused us of splashing her, but we were very 
innocent.  She was very sporting and took it as a joke.  
All too soon the bathing ended and we had to return to 
camp’.

BC/SB/001

The descriptions in the log book are all beautifully 
written and evocative of a bygone age. In the very 
month that it has been announced that Cambridge 
University may stop demanding that their students 
WRITE their exam papers, it is thought-provoking to 
read what their forebears could do and with such an 
elegant use of English.  Oh – what have we lost!?!

*****

Titbits from the Courier Archives, in 
chronological order: 

June 1896:  A well-attended meeting of ratepayers was 
held at the Girls’ Schoolroom, Mayfield, on Tuesday 
to protest against a rate which has been levied on the 
Hundred of Loxfield Camden.
In this anciently-constituted Hundred are two bridges 
– Coggins Mill and Tidebrook – and it was for their 
maintenance and of the approach road that a rate of two 
pence had been allocated.
Mr J B Powell, a county councillor who presided, stated 
that he had visited the spot with two practical men, and 
it was their opinion that the work of repair which was 
needed might be done for £4.
Against this he quoted what he believed to be the basis of 
the Surveyor’s estimate, which with seven guineas due to 
the Constable of the Hundred, amounted to no less a sum 
than £232.
Several ratepayers characterised the expenditure as 
exorbitant, and ultimately a resolution was passed asking 
the county council to take over the maintenance of the 
bridges.
A small committee was formed to consult with the 
Constable with a view to an adjustment of the finances.

July 1896:  During the last few days, the parish of 
Wadhurst has been the scene of quite a chapter of 
accidents.
The first happened to a lad called Piper who was engaged 
with his father on Mr Carpenter’s new shop.  Coming off 
the scaffolding, he missed his footing on the ladder and 
fell on his head a distance of over 16 feet.  Fortunately he 
fell on the roof of an outhouse, which somewhat broke 
his fall.
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The second was of a more alarming and dreadful character 
and happened to a well-known cyclist, Ernest Meopham 
of Ticehurst.
The young fellow was returning from Tunbridge Wells on 
a light racer.  On the road between Frant and Wadhurst, 
he nearly came to grief owing to the chain breaking, the 
machine being minus a brake. At Wadhurst he had the 
chain repaired.
Restarting he was proceeding rapidly down the school 
hill when the top of the forks crown broke right off, the 
machine separating into two parts.
The poor fellow came on his head and ploughed along 
the hard road for a distance of nearly eight yards.
He received a fearful wound over his left eye and his left 
ear was almost severed.
The next accident happened to a little lad at Cousley 
Wood who fell from a wagon and the wheels passed over 
him.  He was also injured about the head.

July 1941:  Silage as a cake substitute was the subject 
of an interesting demonstration at Stone Cross Farm, 
Wadhurst on Monday.  
Mr Henderson, the demonstrator, said there would be 
practically no cake next winter and farmers would have 
to feed their animals on whatever they could grow on 
their farms.
He said: “Silage making is really a pickling process 
causing fermentation to take place.  First-quality silage 
should have an olive-green or light-brown colour with an 
appetising and attractive smell.”

July 1966:  Saturday was a historic day in the annals of 
Wadhurst County Secondary School.
In the presence of over 300 visitors and parents, the 
school’s £8,000 swimming pool was opened by Mr L 
Edwardes-Jones, chairman of East Sussex Education 
Committee.

Photograph of Opening of the Pool in 1966.

The pool is 75 feet long and 30 feet wide and is eight feet 
six inches deep at the deep end.

An anonymous donor gave £2,000 towards the pool.  
With seating along one side, it is one of the finest school 
pools in Sussex.

March 1967:  The manual telephone exchange at 
Wadhurst, dating back to 1912, was disconnected at 1.30 
pm on Wednesday and within seconds the new £64,000 
exchange went into operation.  It will provide direct 
dialling access to 90 local exchanges and to more than 
1,200 by Subscriber Trunk Dialling including London, 
Birmingham, Edinburgh and Manchester.

July 1971:             “The Pride of Fire Stations:
Saturday was a great day for Wadhurst firemen, for in the 
presence of some 150 invited guests their new fire station 
– referred to as “the pride of East Sussex” - was officially 
opened by Mr Geoffrey Johnson Smith MP.
First formed in 1900, Wadhurst Fire Brigade moved into 
their old fire station at Sparrows Green in 1911.
This they occupied until April this year when the new 
premises were completed. [between the Primary School 
and Green Square].
Among the guests were former members of the brigade 
which throughout the years has done so much to maintain 
the best traditions of fire-fighting in the district.

17/AM/097
*****

Daily Mirror dated 6th May 1982 (page 12)
Every Wednesday Frances finished the dishes then 
dashed off to give the Queen a good old wash-and-set.  
A royal car would pick her up at 3.45 and drive her three 
miles to Balmoral.

SC/PR/127
Daily Mail 22/1/1936

“Dash to procure new coffin plate” [for George V]
An error made by the makers of the brass plate which 
was to be fixed to King George’s coffin resulted in a dash 
late last night by a special messenger from Sandringham 
House to Birmingham, where a new plate is to be 
procured.
The head carpenter on the estate was asked to stay up to 
await the return of the messenger.

Daily Sketch 24/1/1936 
“Prince Galitzine’s idea of a Party”

Prince Galitzine has been busy compiling a list of guests 
for a monster party at Oxford shortly.  It was said he 
intended to out-do the big affair of last term when Prince 
Hohenlohe gave a very large party, at which all the guests 
were disguised as small children.

SC/PR/164

*****
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We sometimes wonder whether people actually read 
what we are doing in the Society and Centre and on the 
website..  We now definitely know:-  
From our website a query was received in August 
regarding Val Tunbridge’s Newsletter write-up after 
the Brigadier Hugh Willing C.B.E. talk on 8/10/2014.

The question came from Prudence Crowther, Senior 
Editor of The New York Review, regarding a quote Brig. 
Willing made from a letter King George VI wrote to his 
mother.  “Personally I feel happier we have no allies to 
be polite to and pamper”. Prudence wished to confirm 
this quotation for the New York Review of Books as one 
of their authors had cited it slightly differently and they 
could not locate the original source.

Val replied “The quotation can be found in “Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother” – author William 
Shawcross, page 513 paragraph 4 which reads “Despair 
would have been understandable but the country’s 
solitary stand gave rise to a single-minded determination 
and almost elation.  The King wrote to Queen Mary 
‘Personally I feel happier now that we have no allies to be 
polite to and pamper’”.  Mr Shawcross continues “Many 
British people appeared to agree with this sentiment.  
Air Chief Marshall Sir Hugh Dowding, Air Officer 
Commanding Fighter Command, remarked ‘Thank God 
we’re alone now’, he would no longer have to deploy his 
limited number of fighters over the continent”.  The book 
is published by Macmillan ISBN 978-1-4050-4859-0.

Val was contacted again on 30th August this time to see 
if she could give the attribution in William Shawcross’ 
footnote 100.  Her response was, that at the back of the 
book on page 1016, the footnote 100 is attributed to 
Wheeler-Bennett.  She quotes  “In the Preface section at 
the front of the book page xxiv on line 9, a quote from 
John Wheeler-Bennett, who was the official biographer 
of Queen Elizabeth’s husband, King George V1, thought 
that royal biography was almost a sacred enterprise which, 
like, matrimony, ought ‘not to be entered into inadvisedly, 
or lightly, but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly 
and in the fear of God’”.
Prudence can now put this answer to her well-known 
author.
WELL DONE VAL! 
See how far afield WHS’s website is read, and then 
consulted by people and companies wondering if we can 
help them! 

Rachel Ring.
*****

News from the Centre:
The History Centre resumed work after the “summer 
break” and we are delighted that we are welcoming more 

and more visitors and also receiving such interesting 
documents and photographs.  Thank you very much 
indeed.    
Because of the interest shown from across The Pond, we 
are surprised and perhaps saddened that there are still a 
considerable number of our Society members who have 
not yet joined us for coffee.  Do come through that red 
door and see what is going on.

We are keen that everything we receive is properly 
archived and carefully stored to facilitate future research.  
Most of the spare drawer space for WHS documents 
is now filled and we have already over-crammed the 
recently bought additional drawers for the Index Cards.  
We are now sourcing suitable additional cabinets.   As 
you are well aware, to protect the Collections in case of 
disaster, we are planning to scan every single item on to 
computer memory so that it can be stored off-site. We 
now have the scanner and dedicated computer and during 
the Autumn, Ian will be trying to achieve the impossible 
– to explain to us how we actually use them and produce 
the standard of results we need!

Would YOU like to help us with the scanning, please?  
Let me know as soon as possible.

 

As Lord Kitchener did not say:

Your SOCIETY needs you.

*****
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Our next major fundraising event will be
 

on Saturday 18th November 

in the Parish Church 

7 for 7.30 pm,
 

when we welcome an internationally respected  
historian and author to Wadhurst.

Alison Weir
will be giving her talk entitled:

Katherine Swynford:
John of Gaunt’s Scandalous 

Duchess.

Appropriately, Alison will 
be giving her presentation 

about this 14th century 
beauty and femme fatale in 

the oldest historical building 
in Wadhurst.  John of Gaunt, 

the 4th son of Edward III 
and an ancestor of Henry IV, 
V and VI, took as his third 
wife, Katherine Swynford. 

Henry VIII 
was descended from the 
oldest of their three sons

This event is a rare opportunity not to be missed and 
Alison will be willing to sign books purchased during 

the evening.

Tickets £10 include refreshments and are 
available from Barnett’s or from Rachel 

on 01892 783455.

STOP PRESS

FAVERSHAM MEDIÆVAL TOWN TOUR 
and SHEPHERD NEAME BREWERY – 

TOUR AND TASTING

SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2017

The coach leaves the Greyhound at 8.30 
am and will start the return journey from 

Faversham at 4.30 pm.

Tickets £37 per person include travel, 
coffee, 1½ hour walking tour of Faversham, 

ploughman’s lunch, tour at Shepherd 
Neame with tasting.

Tickets from Rachel – 01892 783455

As Christmas approaches and you 
are thinking about Presents:  

How about some of these?  

The Unique Calendar WHS for 2018   £10  
 
WHS Christmas Cards                 £1.50

WHS Notelets (x 5)                              £3.50 
                   
WHS Postcards                                                         50p
        and     
WHS Publications:

Wadhurst  - Then and Now, a study in pictures             £12
Victorian Wadhurst                   £9 
The Last Prize Fight            £4
Wadhurst Back in Time: 1901 - 1936                      £15
Wadhurst’s Black Sunday:  9th May 1915        £10
Wadhurst in the Second World War                      £12
The Day Wadhurst Changed, January 1956             £9
A Brief History of George Street                                       £4
Wadhurst:  Town of the High Weald (2nd Edition)    £12.50
Tom Lawson’s Diary of a Young Man – 1940   £13.99

All these publications are available at WHS meetings, 
from the Centre on Tuesday mornings, from Barnett’s 
Bookshop and from the Old Post Office.
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Notes from the Editor.
The next Newsletter should appear in time for the  
November meeting and will include details about the 
Annual General Meeting on  Please submit comments, 
ideas, information and articles for inclusion and also 
any questions that you may have. Somebody may well 
know the answer(s). Such contributions should be sent to 
The Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst 
TN5 6LR or e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com before 
Friday 20th October  2017.

The Editor would also like suggestions from 
WHS members as to any topics you would like to 
see in future Newsletters. 

In this month of September:

1st -  1159 - the death of the only English Pope Adrian IV 
(Nicholas Breakspeare).
          1715 - the “Sun King” (King Louis XIV of France) 
died, having ruled since the age of five.  
          1939 - at 5.30 a.m., Hitler’s armies invaded Poland 
starting 2nd World War in Europe.  
2nd - 1666 - The Great Fire of London began in a bakery 
in Pudding Lane.         
          1752 - the British ended their use of the Julian 
calendar, switching to the Gregorian calendar.  
Wednesday, September 2, was followed by Thursday, 
September 14. 
The correction resulted in rioting by people who felt 
cheated and demanded the missing eleven days back. 
3rd - 1939 - Great Britain and France declared war on 
Nazi Germany which had invaded Poland on 1st.  
4th – 1962 – Beatles first recording session at EMI’s 
Abbey Road Studios, London. 
5th - 1997 - Mother Teresa died in Calcutta at age 87.  
6th - 1991 - Leningrad was renamed Saint Petersburg 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
7th – 1533 Queen Elizabeth I was born in Greenwich 
Palace, the daughter of King Henry VIII and Anne 
Boleyn.
         1940 - The German Luftwaffe began its Blitz 
bombing campaign against London. 
8th - 1944 The first V2 flying bombs kill 3 people in 
London.
9th – 1513  James IV of Scotland is killed at the Battle 
of Flodden.

11th – 1915 – Britain’s first WI opens in Wales.         
          2001 - The worst terrorist attack in US history 
as four hijacked passenger jets were flown into the Twin 
Towers, killing nearly 3,000 persons. 
13th –1902 - Harry Jackson becomes the first person in 
Britain to be convicted on fingerprint evidence.

15th – 1830 – William Huskisson MP became the first 
rail fatality at the opening of the Liverpool Manchester 
railway.
          1890 – Birth of Agatha Christie in Torquay.  
          1916 - Tanks were first used in combat, during the 
Allied offensive at the Battle of the Somme.
       1940 - The height of the Battle of Britain with air 
raids against London, Southampton, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Liverpool and Manchester. 
16th - 1620 - The Mayflower left for America with 102 
passengers and a small crew, landing on December 26th.
22nd – 1735 -  Britain’s first Prime Minister, Sir Robert
Walpole, moved into 10 Downing Street.  
25th – 1818 - First transfusion of human blood performed 
at Guy’s Hospital.
26th 1580 - After sailing round the world, Sir Francis 
Drake brought The Golden Hind back to Plymouth.
28th – 1066 – William of Normandy landed, probably at 
Pevensey Bay beginning the Norman Conquest. 
          1745 ‘God Save the King’ sung for the first time at 
the Drury Lane Theatre.
29th – 1758 – Birth of Horatio Nelson.
           1829 – Sir Robert Peel’s “bobbies” first appeared 
on the beat in London.
30th – 1938 – PM Neville Chamberlain returns from 
meeting Hitler in Munich: “ I believe it is peace for our 
time.”
                                        

*****

The Editor looks forward to receiving lots 
of brilliant contributions from Members 
and non-Members of the Wadhurst History 
Society for potential inclusion in our next 
editions.  Thank you. 

To see more of our archives, consult 

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org

Newsletter printed by Digital Image Solutions
Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DY 

E-mail: rez@dis-ltd.com 
Tel: 0845 0949485
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