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NEWSLETTER No. 36    Spring 2017 
Learn from the Past to Understand the Present 

Notes from the Centre 

Picture of the High Street by David Peacock, published in the County magazine of December 1985. 

The High Street has always been the focus of Wadhurst  life following as  it does the geological ridge of the Sussex Weald.    It’s 
pleasing to see that now more and more residents and others are discovering where the Wadhurst History Centre actually is off 
that said High Street and then come and visit to browse and unearth at least some of the hidden secrets of the Wadhurst of the 
past.  That way, they also find out why Wadhurst is as it is today – even why we have the traffic jams. 

Several  groups of members have  come down by prior‐arrangement and have enjoyed  their  time with us on Tuesdays,  not  to 
mention the coffee and biscuits.
Here is an OPEN INVITATION to every single member of the Wadhurst History Society and their friends and family.  Please come and 
EXPLORE THE HISTORY CENTRE DURING THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR.  Come and find out about the history of the properties, the people, the 
shops,  the  leisure  activities.    Discover  the  stories  behind  the  names  of  roads  and  lanes.      You  can  come  down  any  Tuesday 
morning except in holiday times or you can arrange with Rachel (783455)  a specific day and perhaps tell her of any topic which 
particularly interests you.  Come and see what we are doing and maybe you would find something you would like to do down 
there  too.  We  organised  a  walking  tour  of  the  centre  of  Wadhurst  a  couple  of  years  ago:    Discover  the  1st  World  War  in 
Wadhurst.   Would you  like to  join a different tour this summer?  Buildings which tell a story about Wadhurst.     Please  let me 
know.  

For updated news and information about the Wadhurst History Society , please consult   
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org 
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www. wadhursthistorysociety.org 

Talks during 2017 

NB some of these dates were incorrect in 
Membership cards.  These are re- checked! 

Thurs 12th January:   Ightham Mote: Life Upstairs Downstairs 
by Heather Woodward. [Cancelled because of the weather]. 
Wed 8th February:  20th Century Kent by Bob Ogley. 
Wed 8th March: Wonder Workers and the Art of Illusion by 
Bertie Pearce. 
Wed 12th April:  The Influence of Royalty on the Development of 
Tunbridge Wells by John Cunningham. 
Thurs 11th May: East Sussex Folk from John Freeland to 
Rudyard Kipling by Brian Freeland. 
Wed 14th June:  The Story of the Crystal Palace by Ian Gledhill. 
Wed 12th: The Battle of Hastings – Mired in Controversy by 
Hugh Willing. 

             Thurs 21             st  September: Murder, Sex and Mayhem in Churches by 
John Vigar. 
Thurs 12th October: Edith Cavell by Laton Frewen. 
Wed 8th November: the River Thames – London’s Liquid 
History by Stuart Robinson. 
Wed 13th Annual General Meeting, mince pies, mulled wine and 
entertainment.  

And the good news is that next year’s programme devised by 
Arthur is completed and looks as stimulating and interesting 
as this year’s. 

OTHER EVENTS ON THE CALENDAR 

9th and 10th June – A Portrait of Wadhurst Exhibition, Craft 
Fair and some artistic treasures of the History Society to 
view.  Commemoration Hall.  We shall be setting the Hall up 
on the Thursday late afternoon/evening.  Friday opening will 
be 10 am – 8 pm; Saturday 10 am to 6 pm.  Offers of help 
would be gratefully received.  Enjoy refreshments and light 
lunches at the Artist’s Studio.  Entry by donation. 

Sunday 20th August – Garden Party at Burchetts Green. 

Outing still to be finalised. 

MONTHLY TALKS’  SUMMARIES: 

January 2017: Cancelled. 

Re-scheduled for January 2018 – we hope!  Weather 
permitting, 

February 2017:  20th Century Kent 
by Bob Ogley. 

Thanks to the marvels of mobile phones, we were made 
aware that Bob had been delayed – the A21 and a 
subsequent puncture have a lot to answer for – so while 
we waited we had a “tell and share” session.  

Did we as individuals know something about Wadhurst 
which other people might not know?  Though it was 
devised on the spot, this proved an entertaining 
interlude:  we discovered the background of the Twitten, 
what ‘Magpie’ used to be called and the age of the 
property, why some houses and farms are so-named, a 
bit about Tunbridge Wells, which is thought to be the 
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oldest building in the High Street and various other bits 
and bobs. 

Having decided we should perhaps give up, and just as 
about half the audience had stacked the chairs and 
begun streaming out of the door, we were delighted to 
see Bob Ogley and his wife enter. 

A true trouper, Bob then gave a much reduced but 
extremely entertaining whisk round the history and 
personalities of Kent in the 20th century. Kent is a lively 
county, ever-developing, ever-changing and its stories 
abound. Our one regret was that so many people missed 
Bob’s excellent review. 

The following month, at last, we managed to welcome a 
speaker without inclement weather or hold-up! 

March 2017:  Wonder Workers and the Art 
of Illusion 

 by Bertie Pearce

Spellbinding would insufficiently describe what we 
witnessed at this WHS Meeting. With his entertaining 
patter, impressive ability to remember the names of his 
"assistants" in the audience, humorous asides, and the 
participative nature of the evening, Bertie gave us a 
truly magical experience. 

He interspersed historical aspects of what he termed a 
"lecture" with amazing tricks. A newspaper, torn into 64 
pieces, was miraculously restored, a bible went up in 
flames, yet was unburnt, six metal rings adhered 
together as if magnetised, yet fell apart at will, a lady in 
the audience had a beanie hat with matching handbag 
fashioned out of paper in seconds, yet none present 
could ascribe all of this to anything other than brilliant 
magic.  

In ancient times, sorcerer priests had held power over 
people, employing "miracles", and the Apocrypha refers 
to illusions, that most enduring aspect of magic. The 
heyday of illusion was the Victorian music hall, William 
Bullock's Egyptian Hall in Piccadilly becoming known 
as the home of mystery. 

Sleight of hand, or légerdemain,  the French term, 
requires the hand to be quicker than the eye, thus 
creating the illusion. Seneca wrote "in which it is the 
very trickery that pleases me. But show me how the 

trick is done, and I have lost interest therein". This is the 
essence of illusion. The famous painting Le Jongleur, by 
Hieronymus Bosch, illustrates the three balls and three 
cups trick, which Bertie brought to life before our eyes. 
Not only did he demonstrate this centuries-old trick, but 
completed it, producing a potato, an onion, an orange, 
and a large melon, which latter leapt out of his hat onto 
an ironing board serving as a table, causing it to 
collapse. Wonderful! 

In 1584, Reginald Scott published The Discoverie of 
Witchcraft, writing not for, but against, the belief in 
witchcraft, positing that it did not exist. This was most 
important, since, under Henry VIII (1509-1547), 
magicians and conjurors faced the death penalty for 
their art. 

Isaac Fawkes, an outrageous 18th century entertainer, 
was the first to employ close-up tricks, with a ball, bell, 
and goose egg. Bertie replicated this trick, even 
perplexing an audience member with a non-sounding 
bell (which, of course, rang perfectly in Bertie's hands). 
William Hogarth portrayed such tricks in, for example, 
his Southwark Fair. A Century after Fawkes, one Jean 
Eugène Robert-Houdin wrote books on conjuring, 
being regarded as the father of modern magic. As an 
actor playing the part of a magician, he entertained 
Queen Victoria at Osborne House, Sandringham, and 
twice at Buckingham Palace. Patronage indeed! So 
famous was Houdin that the Hungarian-born Erik 
Weisz took the name Houdini as his own professional 
identity. 

Later in Victorian times, the American, William 
Robinson, achieved fame as the supposedly Chinese 
Chung Ling Soo, whose speciality was to catch a live 
bullet between his teeth. Unfortunately, an accident saw 
him die on stage in 1918, at the Wood Green Empire, 
before 3000 customers. That this trick is clearly 
extremely dangerous is borne out by the fact that 24 
others to date have been killed in its attempt. Another 
Victorian trick, thankfully devoid of danger, involved 
John Henry Pepper cleverly introducing a ghost 
(Pepper's ghost), using mirrors. Interestingly, the 
expression "smoke and mirrors" owes its origin to the 
various props serving magicians over the years. Lewis 
Carroll adored magic, drawing on Pepper when creating 
Alice in Wonderland. 

David Devant [Wighton], regarded as one of the 
greatest magicians, famous for his Boy, Girl, and Egg, 
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and Mascot Moth tricks. He asserted that it is "all done 
by kindness". He became, in 1905, the first President of 
The Magic Circle, whose motto, indocilis privata loqui 
is rendered in English as "not apt to disclose secrets". 

In 1934, Rudyard Kipling, fascinated by magic, applied, 
successfully, for membership of The Magic Circle. 
During our post-War TV age, famous names in magic 
include David Nixon, Paul Daniels, Robert Harbin 
(the Zigzag Lady his speciality), spoon-bending Uri 
Gellér, and that greatest of magicians, Tommy Cooper, 
who died on stage in 1984. Typically, the USA market 
failed to understand Cooper, regarding him as an inept 
magician, embarrassingly incapable of getting things 
right!  

Bertie concluded his lecture/show by informing us that 
today's main audiences are found on cruise ships 
(indeed, Bertie spent some years providing 
entertainment on the world's oceans), and sharing the 
fact that, on his maternal side, he is related to the 
building firm Higgs & Hill, his relatives Derek and 
Martha Hill having enthralled audiences at Leatherhead 
in 1938 with their demonstration of the art of levitation. 

Indisputably, a truly magical, memorable, and 
thoroughly enjoyable evening!                Stefan Gatward 

April 2017:  The Influence of Royalty on the 
Development of Tunbridge Wells 

by John Cunningham

John Cunningham, Chairman of the Tunbridge Wells 
Civic Society and History Group, gave us an extremely 
well put together and illustrated talk showing how 
Royalty had been a big influence on the early 
establishment of Tunbridge Wells. 

The discovery of the Well in 1606 was not a novel 
event, “taking the waters” was already an established 
practice. “ Holy Wells” had been a familiar part of the 
medieval scene but were suppressed during the 
Reformation in 1535.  This led to a revival of some 
“Holy Wells” in England being renamed as Spas. 

“Taking the waters” became a very fashionable pastime 
for the English Upper Classes from the late 16th century 
onwards.  Noble patronage and particularly Royal 
patronage as well as medical endorsement dictated 
which places were fashionable.  It was the very 

beginning of the 20th century concept for taking a 
holiday, going for a long weekend, or taking a break. 

Between 1660 and 1669 twenty-one  English Spas were 
developed including Bath, Buxton and Harrogate as well 
as Tunbridge Wells.  There were three different types of 
Spa, hot springs for bathing principally at Bath and 
Buxton.  Cold springs for bathing and cold springs for 
drinking.  Most English Spas including Tunbridge Wells 
were for drinking rather than bathing. 

Tunbridge Wells survived when most Spas foundered, 
thanks initially to Lord Dudley North.  He had stayed 
with Lord Abergavenny who himself had had the actual 
well dug, paved and enclosed in 1608.  Lord North was 
instrumental in giving good publicity particularly to the 
great and the good in London. 

In 1629 Queen Henrietta Maria came to Tunbridge 
Wells.  She was the wife of Charles I  and had 
patronised thermal baths in France before her marriage.  
Henrietta, the daughter of Henry IV of France 
continued her patronage of wells after her marriage,
initially going to a new well discovered in 1624
at Wellingborough in Northamptonshire.  After the 
death of her first son who died the day he was born, the 
Queen wanted to return to Wellingborough to recover 
and restore herself, but she was urged by the Court 
Physician not to go to Wellingborough which was 67 
miles from London, but to the wells at Tunbridge which 
was only 35 miles away.  So she went to the Tunbridge 
wells without the King and lived with her retinue in 
tents on the Common.  Less than ten months later she 
gave birth to her second son Charles II.  This proved to 
be the Queen’s last visit to any Spa before the Civil 
War, but it put the mark of fashionable approval on the 
Tunbridge wells.  The efficacy of the wells was 
supported by medical evidence first published in 1632 in 
a “Treatise of the nature and virtue of Tunbridge Water” 
– “With an enumeration of the chiefest diseases which it
is good for and against which it may be used and the 
manner and order of taking it”. 

During the Civil War, Tunbridge was not even a village 
but a highly seasonal venue which had strong Royalist 
associations. 

After the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660 Charles 
II and Catharine of Braganza visited the wells on four 
occasions between 1660 and 1668.  Royal patronage 
continued with King James II (1684-1688) visiting the 

314



wells on five occasions between 1661 and 1686.  Queen 
Anne when still a Princess visited the wells on seven 
occasions between 1670 and 1697.  Other notable 
Royalty who visited were Prince William of Gloucester 
in 1697,  George II who visited the wells in 1716 and 
1724 and Frederick Prince of Wales in 1739.  Princess 
Victoria later to become Queen Victoria visited the 
wells on six occasions between 1822 and 1835 and on 
two occasions as Queen in 1849 with Prince Albert and 
1876. 

 In the second half of the 18th century there was 
increasing rivalry from seaside resorts notably Brighton 
and Weymouth.  Up to 1800 Tunbridge Wells was a 
tourist village whose highly seasonal visitors were the 
only rationale for its existence.  After 1880 it still had its 
visitors but they were increasingly more sedate and it 
was becoming a year-round residential town.  However 
Royal Patronage did continue and kept the connection 
going.  The future King Edward VII (1901-1910) visited 
in 1862 and 1881 and visits by eight members of the 
Royal Family since then including Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother on four occasions. 

In concluding, John Cunningham told us that Royalty’s 
involvement was almost by chance and if specifically 
two Queens – Henrietta Maria and Victoria had not been 
involved, Tunbridge Wells would certainly not be the 
place it is today.    Martin Turner 

Some key dates in the Development of the Wells 

 Before 1660  Marble cistern set over the spring 
 1660-1684    Lower walk (of Pantiles) created 
 1664      Stone Triangle for Wells created 
 c1664     Lodging houses on Mount Ephraim with an 

assembly room, bowling green and 
pleasure garden (1670) 

By 1673      A weekly market on the Lower Walk which 
became a daily market in 1686 

1678  Construction of Church of King Charles the 
Martyr by public subscription 

From 1684   Development of Mount Sion as lodging 
houses. 

1700    The Upper walk paved with pantiles 
1789  Theatre built on Lower walk (now the Corn 

Exchange) 
1804  Bath House built on the site of the Wells 

(cold baths)   
1909     Granted “Royal” title to Tunbridge Wells. 

 EARLYE FARM AND THE IRON INDUSTRY 

A guided walk on Saturday, 8th April 2017 

Earlye Farm lies to the northwest of Wadhurst, between 
the A267 Mayfield Road and the B2099 from where it is 
accessed via Riverhall Hill/Partridges Lane.   The heart 
of the ancient farmhouse dates back to the 1500s 
although it is recorded that a building existed on the site 
a couple of centuries earlier.   The land comprises hilly 
wooded country with steep slopes, evidence of harder 
stone beneath, down to the stream that crosses the farm 
and pasture occupying flatter areas indicating softer 
rock on the higher ground. 

The group of members met our hosts Bill and Celia 
Gingell beside the house on a glorious April afternoon.   
We were introduced to John Freake our geological 
expert, who with Bill, was to lead the walk and show us 
the landscape with the surface alterations made along 
the line of the stream stemming from the Iron Industry 
which flourished in pockets of East Sussex and Kent up 
to around 400 hundred years ago.   The party 18 strong 
plus one black Labrador set off with our attention 
immediately drawn to an open bank at the back of the 
farm buildings nearby where different layers of 
sedimentary rock were visible such as Wadhurst Clay 
and Hastings Sand and it is these layers where lumps of 
iron ore could be found.   As we headed down the slope 
to the main woodland below, a marshy area was pointed 
out on the edge of the field with its tell-tale reed-like 
grasses. The trees in the wood were just beginning to 
show green and underfoot a carpet of wild garlic was on 
the cusp of bursting into flower with the odd bluebell 
already showing.   The first bowl-shaped depression, an 
open cast mine pit resulting from the quarrying of the 
old ironworkers, was immediately visible inside the 
wood and in its puddles could be seen a shimmer of oil 
and associated orange algae.   Down in the stream below 
shale was exposed alongside the water essentially 
following a fracture line.   Further east downstream a 
dam had once been constructed to provide a large 
hammer-pond to power the waterwheel lifting the 
hammer, the stones forming the original dam wall still 
visible albeit now breached.   Although nothing remains 
of the actual furnace construction, a fallen tree revealed 
slag, vitrified cinder like heavy shiny coal, from it 
tossed to one side nearby.   On the far side of the field 
above the stream at the top of a slope, where today a 
small herd of grazing cows with calves kept an eye on 
us, lay the remains of a tree-lined rural lane which once 
carried 
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the charcoal from Nap Wood to Lightlands and Furnace 
Wood for the ironworks below.   As we climbed back up 
from the bottom of the slope in the peace of a perfect 
spring afternoon, it was difficult to imagine the noise 
and mess that the original activity must have engendered 
down there!   We followed another deep worn track 
lined with trees back up to the farm road, the only users 
now perhaps from the badger sett nearby along with a 
herd of 30 plus fallow deer visible in a field across the 
valley. 

Once back at the farmhouse garden after our two hour 
tramp, we gratefully made use of all the garden chairs 
laid out for us in the sunshine and enjoyed a delicious 
tea of hot cross buns and a fantastic selection of cakes 
kindly made by Celia.   A memorable and instructive 
afternoon.   Thanks to Martin Turner for organising it.  

*****
Now to look at the various Collections 

with some of the work which stems from our 
discoveries, plus some historical facts which 

might interest you. 

Algernon Blackwood, the Knoops  and 
South Park  (later Wadhurst College)  

Researched and written by Arthur Dewar 

In Wadhurst Back in Time, an account was given of the 
associations of several notable literary figures with 
Wadhurst.  One fascinating association, however, was 
omitted – that of the writer ALGERNON BLACKWOOD  
with the house  SOUTH PARK and his links with its 
owner BARON KNOOP and, more specifically, with his 
wife Maya.  

ALGERNON BLACKWOOD  (1869-1951) was a novelist 
and short story writer now regarded, along with M.R. 
James, as one of the finest British writers of ghost 
stories. At one time he was an extremely popular 
storyteller on radio and in the early days of television – 
indeed he appeared in the very first television 
programme.  His literary output also included plays and 
children’s books.  Long before Andrew Lloyd Webber 
appropriated it for one of his musicals, Blackwood 
coined the term  “Starlight Express”.   During his 
childhood his father had bought an old railway carriage 
to stand at the bottom of the garden and the young 
Blackwood would weave fantasies in which he  
imagined this carriage carrying him up to the stars.  In 

maturity he recreated this mythical train in his novel,  A 
Prisoner in Fairyland, a book partly written when 
staying with the Knoops in Wadhurst and later 
dramatized as a musical play entitled,  The Starlight 
Express.  

Blackwood was an inveterate and indefatigable traveller 
and had a near phobia about owning personal 
possessions. For many years he almost lived out of a 
holdall and, until relatively late in life, did not have a 
home of his own, preferring to stay with friends between 
travels. It is on one of his travels that he met MAYA 
KNOOP (1875-1945), the woman who was to be his 
inspiration and soul-mate for over ten years and to 
whom many of his works were dedicated. Where 
exactly they met is a matter of conjecture – some say on 
the Nile, others on a ship on the Black Sea but it is clear 
that they had met by 1910/1911. The problem was that 
Maya was married to Johann Knoop (1846-1918), a 
jealous, puritanical and despotic Russian Baron.  

KNOOP, a wealthy widower, first encountered Maya 
Stuart-King, a violinist in a string quartet, in 1893 in 
Vienna.  He was 47 and she was 18. He became 
besotted and promptly engaged her as a governess for 
his young son, Ludwig.   Five years later, they were 
married in a Russian Orthodox Church and settled in 
England. Initially they lived in Tunbridge Wells but in 
November 1903 acquired a large house in Wadhurst. 
This house, South Park, on Mayfield Lane, had been 
substantially rebuilt as a mansion in 1884 and Knoop  
set about further expensive modifications. These were 
necessary to accommodate his extensive collection of 
valuable 17th and 18th century musical instruments. 
Knoop had started to collect these in the 1870s and by 
the end of the century he had acquired over fifty violins, 
violas and ‘cellos made by such masters as Antonio 
Stradivari and Guiseppe Guaneri.  His collection 
included such treasures as the 1701 ‘Court Strad’ violin, 
and the 1735 Guarneri ‘King’ violin. One of Maya’s 
most treasured possessions was her Stradivarius violin 
which Knoop promptly confiscated and incorporated 
into his own collection, even going so far as to forbid 
Maya from playing it.  Not surprisingly, what romance 
there had been in their courtship did not long survive 
their wedding and Knoop came to regard Maya as 
merely one of his valuable possessions to be closely 
guarded. He even insisted that she always dressed in 
black.  

316



Baron Knoop 

Maya, in contrast to her morose husband was petite, 
beautiful and naturally vivacious. At first she felt cowed 
and distressed by her marriage but, partly inspired by a 
reading of a copy of Nietzsche’s Also Sprach 
Zarathustra in Knoop’s library, she became resolved to 
reassert her true personality. In his autobiography Part 
of the Wonderful Scene, the writer and traveller Stephen 
Graham (1884-1875), a close friend of Blackwood’s 
(and later of Maya’s), describes Maya as bringing 
instant gaiety when she entered a room.  Blackwood was 
entranced by her and they became inseparable in what 
Graham described as “a love affair… though without 
physical expression”.  He helped to release her laughter 
and sense of fun whereas to him Maya became a 
mystical being who stimulated his world of imagination 
and fantasy. 

Despite the unsociable Knoop’s dislike of visitors (he 
rarely allowed visitors to stay overnight), Blackwood 
became a frequent visitor to South Park; he helped 
Maya to establish its gardens and even went so far as to 
give it as his forwarding address in the summer of 1911. 
Blackwood was moved by what he saw as the daily 
cruelty and pain that Maya had had to bear for years and 
this acted as a further spur to his creativity. Two stories 
written at this time are based on the Knoops. The first is 
the rather macabre The Empty Sleeve concerning a 
collector of violins who (like Knoop) imposed strict 
restrictions on their use. The second, The Damned, 
started when Blackwood was staying at South Park, 
paints an unsympathetic portrait of Johann Knoop as the 
deceased wealthy banker, Samuel Franklyn, who is 
described as:   

…narrow as a telegraph wire and unbending as 
a church pillar; he was intensely selfish; 
intolerant as an officer of the Inquisition, his 
bourgeois soul constructed a revolting scheme 

of heaven that was reproduced in miniature in 
all he did and planned.  

The story is set in a house called The Towers clearly 
modelled on South Park. Here Blackwood is equally 
disparaging referring to it as 

looking outwardly wealthy and pretentious but 
inwardly barren and austere and stating that its 
barren spaciousness suggested a wing of 
Kensington Museum fitted up temporarily as a 
place to eat and sleep. 

Maya features in the story as Franklyn’s widow Mabel 
(Mabel being Maya’s real first name).  When the story 
was written, Baron Knoop was still very much alive but 
Blackwood was remarkably prescient in his forecast that 
Mabel/Maya would eventually marry again and that the 
house would be sold to a society (in fact it eventually 
became Wadhurst College).   

The years 1912 and 1913 were amongst the happiest of 
Blackwood’s life. His books were being received 
favourably and he had a muse in Maya Knoop. His love 
for her stimulated him to complete one of the books 
closest to his heart: “A Prisoner In Fairyland” – a book 
that represented his personal journey to a spiritual 
fairyland. This was published on 27th May 1913 bearing 
a dedication to Maya using the initials of her maiden 
name, M.S-K.  

Soon after its publication Blackwood was approached 
by Violet Pearn (1880-1947) a somewhat eccentric but 
warm-hearted aspiring playwright with a request to 
adapt the book as a play to be called “The Starlight 
Express”.  As the dramatization took shape Blackwood 
became more involved and a decision was made to 
include songs and incidental music. Blackwood had 
high hopes for the play but all prospects of a production 
were dashed by the outbreak of the Great War. 
Blackwood sought war-work as a propagandist overseas 
and in the ambulance service but was constantly 
frustrated by the inability of the authorities to employ 
him. He wrote several war-inspired stories but by 
August 1915 he was back with Maya helping refugee 
children in Surrey. 

At this point there was a revival of interest in the “The 
Starlight Express”. The theatre manager Lena Ashwell 
read the play and thought its childlike vision of beauty 
and wonder would provide a welcome contrast to the 
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harrowing news of human slaughter on the Western 
Front and the terror of Zeppelin raids. She planned to 
stage it at her Kingsway theatre at Christmas and invited 
Sir Edward Elgar to provide the music.  Ashwell had 
known that in his youth Elgar had created a private 
musical play “The Wand of Youth” with the theme of a 
childhood vision in a world sullied by the mistakes of 
grown ups – exactly the same theme as “The Starlight 
Express”.  When Elgar met Blackwood, they got on 
famously and became close friends. Maya also 
established a rapport with the composer’s wife Alice. 
Blackwood’s work seized Elgar’s imagination and in a 
manner of a few months he had created a 300-page 
score – his largest work ofr the stage.   

Sadly, however, the production was not a success and 
ran for a mere 40 performances. Blackwood and Elgar 
were both bitterly disappointed by the poor quality of 
the staging and sets which failed miserably to accord 
with their vision and Pearn’s dramatization was widely 
criticized. Nevertheless, Elgar’s enchanting score 
received universal praise. Blackwood really recovered 
from the failure of this cherished project and for the rest 
of his life he sought in vain to secure a new production 
with Elgar’s music but with a revised play text. 
Fortunately, in recent years Elgar’s score has become 
available in its entirety on several excellent recordings. 

Blackwood and Elgar 

Despite this setback, Blackwood continued to derive 
inspiration from his association with Maya and his novel 
“The Wave”, published in 1916, is a barely disguised 
account of the curious triangular relationship between 
Maya, Baron Knoop and himself, reflecting in fictional 
form many incidents that Blackwood and Maya had 
experienced in their various travels together. The Wave 
was the nearest Blackwood got to writing a romantic 

novel without a marked supernatural element.  At this 
time, Blackwood combined his writing career with war- 
work including a spell as a secret agent working in 
Switzerland and France. 

Baron Knoop was a hypochondriac and constantly 
worrying about what he considered his poor health. He 
had taken to living in seclusion in a draught–proof little 
room in  South  Park  which was  kept  at a constant  
60  degrees Fahrenheit and rarely ventured into the 
rest of his extensive domain. After a fall in 1917, 
however, his health gave real grounds for concern. 
He became confined to a wheelchair and his condition 
deteriorated rapidly. He died on 9th May 1918 at the 
age of 72, leaving  Maya a wealthy  widow.  One
might have  expected that at this point Blackwood 
and Maya would marry and settle at South Park but this 
was not to be.  

One complication was that, although Knoop’s will had 
left Maya a considerable income, it also stated that if 
she remarried the annuity would cease.  Since 
Blackwood had only a modest and fluctuating income 
this would cause serious material problems. 
Furthermore, Blackwood was strongly attached to his 
peripatetic existence and was not enthusiastic about 
settling down and being restricted by marriage.   
Although Maya and Blackwood continued to be seen 
together, several other men started to court Maya. Soon 
she became close friends with Ralph Philipson, a man 
even wealthier than her former  husband – 
an  industrialist and patron of the arts whom she 
had met through her association with Elgar and his 
circle. She married him on 9th June 1922. South Park 
was sold and the links between the Knoops, Algernon 
Blackwood and Wadhurst ended.  

Remarkably, Philipson was entirely relaxed about the 
relationship between Maya and Blackwood and the new 
mėnage à trois proved as creative but far less fraught 
than the old one with Baron Knoop.  

Arthur Dewar 

Sources: 
Ashley, M. (2001) Algernon Blackwood: An Extraordinary 
Life. Carrol and Graf, New York.  
Graham, S. (1964) Part of the Wonderful Scene: An 
Autobiography, Collins. 
Northrop Moore, J.  (1984) Edward Elgar: A Creative Life, 
Oxford University Press. 

*****
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 In our last Newsletter, I included an extract from the 
Bible in the Sussex dialect. Before they left Wadhurst 
to move to Suffolk, Roy and Marian Wisdom gave the 
Wadhurst History Society a copy of the Gospel 
according to St Mark, also translated by James 
Richards (1866 – 1949 (aka Jim Cladpole).   In his 
introduction to this 1936 edition. JC wrote: 

I be a reglar Olympia’ Sussex chep, aldo I have lived 
more out of de county dan in.  When I was a boy at 
home sixty yeers agoo, a lot of de old folk dereabouts 
stuck to de dialect and when I remember what dey used 
to say, I loike to remember how dey said it.  A dealect 
beant maad up is much by de herm of words as how 
dey be put togedder. 
When I was a young-fellur-me-lad I started to preach; 
and some folk said about me “Oh yes, he is one of 
Methodism’s illiterate local preachers.” Well, dat’s as 
mebbe! But I larned a deal more from some of de oder 
“illiterate” preachers dan from all de Greek scholards I 
ever heard.  Dey got dere message home, not so much 
by de words dey used as by how dey used hem. 
I choosed Mark for dis things, a cos to my mind, dat 
more dan any oder book, shows how de Saver, when 
preaching to de folk roundabout Him, talked to hem in 
dere own dialect.  And I believe if all preachers did dat 
today de Good News would be better herm in. 

Well, what do you think when reading the Parable of 
the Sower from Chapter 4 below?.  JC translates 
‘parable’ as “word-picters” 

Again He teached by de seaside.  And dere was such a 
gurt crowd dat He went and set down in a boat on de 
sea: while all de crowd was nearby on de shore.  And 
He teached hem a lot in word-picters and sed to hem in 
He’s teaching “Listen! Lookye! De sower went out to 
sow; and it happened while he was sowing, some of de 
seed fell by de roadside, and de birds of de air come and 
ett it up.  Some fell on rocky ground where de sile was 
flit; dat soon sprang up acos de sile wornt deep enough; 
but when de sun was up it was scorched; an acos it 
haddent got enough root it withered away.  Some fell 
among thistles, and de thistles growed up and choked it, 
so dat dint bear corn.  But what fell on good sile spring 
up and bore corn, wid a yield of some thirty, some sixty, 
and some a hermos times over.” Den He said “He dat 
has ears let him hear.” 
When He was in private, dey who was about Him wid 
de twelve axed Him about de word-picter. 

He said to hem, “It be for you to know de hidden 
meanings of de Kingdom of God; but to outsiders all 
dese things be given in word-picters; for seeing dey 
onny see outwardly and not innardly; and hearing dey 
hear widout understanding; oderwise dey would turn 
again and der sins would be forgiven. ......... 
De sower sows the message, but when dey have heard 
de Hater (=Satan) comes dractly minute and snatches 
away de message which he won in dere hearts.  Dat 
what feel on rocky ground, be hem who when dey have 
heard de meesage, receive it at once wid gladness; but 
not having any root in hemselves, dey be onny short 
timer den when trouble to persecution comes acos of de 
message straightaway dey stumble......on de oder hand, 
dat sown on de good sile, be hem who taak de message; 
and holding on so it yield some thirty, some sixty, and 
some a hundered times over. 

*****

An article from the Courier of 1st January 1965: 

The Spirit of Poland of heart of Sussex 
Nearly 25 years ago, a group of exiled Polish officers 
fought side by side in the 10th Mounted Rifles (Tank 
Corps) of the 1st Polish Armoured Division. 

Today three of the officers – still exiles – live and work 
together again at Wadhurst Park. 
At the end of the war seven officers from the regiment 
decided to farm together. After many disappointments, 
W ZIENKIEWICZ a former lieutenant and 1918-1920 
Russian-Polish veteran, who was born and bred on a 
farm in Poland, found Combe Farm, Wadhurst. 

By this time, three of the seven had gone to start a new 
life in Canada. The remaining four moved to Combe 
Farm with their families in 1948 and started rebuilding 
the farm.  From dawn to long past dusk, the men worked 
to make a new home and new life. After a while, two 
more dropped out, leaving Zienkiewicz and K BZIKOT. 
Bzikot was a sergeant in the regiment and a first class 
engineer before the war.   

At one of the regiment’s reunion dinners, the two 
Sussex farmers met one of their former comrades, Capt. 
Robert Colwell.  From that day on, Capt Colwell and his 
wife became frequent visitors to Wadhurst. When 
Zienkiewicz and K Bzikot bought a second farm they 
were at a loss as to the future of a large house on their 
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land.  Capt Colwell and his wife saw its potential as a 
guest house and this proved to be a successful venture, 
often catering for Polish families living in London. The 
hotelier was often seen driving a tractor, and it was not 
unusual to see one of the farmers washing up. 

BCAM/436 

The Remarkable Escape of Lt. Zienkiewicz 

Lieutenant Zienkiewicz first went to war when he was a 
14-year-old schoolboy.  He became involved in the
bloody 1917 Russian Revolution.
Later he joined the crack Polish Cavalry and took part in
sword and lance charges against the Cossacks in the
1918-1920 Russian-Polish war, was captured by the
Germans and sent to hospital in Poland.
When Germany ceded that part of Poland to Russia, he
became a prisoner of the Russians.

While being moved to a prison camp by the Russians, 
he escaped from the train with another officer.  At 
Grodno, the other man was recaptured by the Russians, 
but Lieut. Zienkiewicz, with the help of railway 
workers, managed to escape to the border of Latvia. 
Once in Latvia, he was taken under the wing of the 
Polish underground movement and had his wounds 
treated by a doctor, with medicine supplied by a 
chemist.  Both the doctor and the chemist were later 
shot for helping his escape. 
Nine officers of the Polish forces, Lieut. Zienkiewicz 
among them, finally got to the coast, where they 
overpowered some fishermen and set off across the 
Baltic Sea in a small boat. 

Without any knowledge of navigation, the nine: six 
pilots and three cavalry officers, finally got to Gotland, 
after an all-night trip. From Gotland they were taken to 
Stockholm and imprisoned for illegal entry into Sweden.  
After three days on a hunger strike, the Swedish 
authorities let them see a member of the Polish Embassy 
staff, and soon after they were on their way to England. 

BC/AM/436 

Interestingly enough, the leader in this same  edition 
of the Courier has a great deal of contemporary 
relevance to us today.  Its title is CO-OPERATION:  it is 
about the fact that 1965 was the INTERNATIONAL CO-
OPERATION YEAR, a concept originally proposed by 

the Prime Minister of India JAWAHARLAL NEHRU in 
1961. 

Nehru’s proposal was that every country in the world 
should devote a year to emphasising the vast scope of 
co-operative activities.  “The world,” he said, “goes on 
undoubtedly because of the co-operation of nations and 
individuals,,,,,,,,, (it) depends on co-operation and not on 
conflict.” 
The first day of January 1965 was the first day of that 
special year and the Courier leader-writer commented: 

The idea is timely. Now more than ever the need to 
concentrate upon co-operation rather than conflict is not 
just an ideal:  it is the only hope of survival in an age 
when a third world war would be a thermo-nuclear war 
that could, and almost certainly would bring civilisation 
to an end. ................. If the world is one human family 
we need to think constantly of ourselves as members of 
it, sharing in countless small but important ways the 
responsibilities of citizenship. 

BC/AM/436 

52 years later, one wonders whether we ever learn from 
our history. 

Post Offices in Wadhurst 
have moved from site to site and recently 
we came across the section of the Charlie 
Bocking Collection which focuses on them. 

In the Sussex Express of 15th August 1958 appeared an 
article from which come these extracts: 
: 

Days when postmen walked 18 miles a day 
for 18/- a week 

That the  life  of a country  postman fifty years  ago  was  
anything but easy has been revealed by 78-year-old Ted 
Rumens of Gloucester-road, Wadhurst, following the 
discovery of the photograph (below) of the staff at 
Wadhurst Post Office, taken at that time. 

*****
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Back Row:  Bert Palmer,  ? , ?, Rose Fuller Wallis 
Middle Row: Albert ‘Shaky’ Smith, Bocking Collection Down, 
Louis Humphrey, Archie Cornwell, Ernest Hope, Ted Rumens 

Seated:  Miss Wheeler (?) , Miss Piper, (later Mrs Kingsley 
Fairbrother), J T Casterton, Mrs L Casterton, Miss Maude 

Casterton. 

Still looking hale and hearty in spite of the many 
thousand miles he walked during his 52 years as a 
postman, Rumens has many reflections of life on the 
post office of those far-off days.  Retiring ten years ago, 
he spent 49 years at Wadhurst Post Office, and during 
that time saw many changes which gradually improved 
the conditions of the postman. 
When he started at the age of 16, his weekly wage was 
7/- which was increased to 13/- the following year.  At 
that time the average weekly wage of an adult postman 
was 16/- and when Rumens was married in 1909, his 
wages were 23/- a week. 
In his early days, good conduct stripes were awarded 
every three years for which they got 6d. a week extra.  
Up to six stripes were allowed, but before Rumens 
qualified for this number, they were withdrawn. 
The postmen were due out of the office at 6 am, and 
there were three deliveries a day involving some 18 
miles walking a day.  At that time, there was an evening 
delivery starting at 7.15 usually finishing at 9.15 but if 
the mail was late, it was often 10 to 11 pm. before they 
finished their round, and it was a common occurrence to 
find that residents had gone to bed when they took their 
letter round.   
In |Rumens’ earlier days, the head Post Office was at 
Hawkhurst, and at that time Mr. Brooks (afterwards a 
well-known Wadhurst baker) used to drive the mail van 
from Wadhurst to Hawkhurst each evening, returning to 
Wadhurst in the morning. He then used to carry a 
mailbag from Wadhurst to Cousley Wood on his back. 

Following this arrangement, Mr. Gibb, who was 
licensee of the old Railway Tavern used to collect the 
mail from Wadhurst Station. 
Members of the staff were not allowed to use cycles on 
a recognised walking round, but owing to exceptional 
circumstances, due to the very hilly district, Rose 
Wallis, who for many years covered the Tidebrook 
district was presented with a cycle by local residents, 
and the post office sanctioned the use of this by him. 
A popular postman at Wadhurst for many years during 
this period was the late J T Casterton (seen in the 
photograph seated in front of his post office with his 
wife and young daughter).  This Post Office which was 
at the premises now occupied by W Goble, confectioner 
[today it is Jackie Martel] was in the hands of the 
Casterton family for many years. 

BC/AM/550 
In 1952, correspondence in the Kent and Sussex Courier 
led to C H Bocking’s report to the Parish Council being 
published:- 

New postal services at Wadhurst were discussed by the 
Parish Council on Tuesday, Mr C H Bocking stated that 
the altered times of collection were causing great 
inconvenience to business people. Under the new 
arrangement, he said the last collection from Cousley 
Wood on a week-day was at 2.40 pm. and the mail was 
then taken to Wadhurst where it remained until 6 pm.  
This meant that business people had, at great 
inconvenience, to get their mail off before that time, and 
travellers with last-minute orders were unable to catch 
the last mails and had to go either to Wadhurst or to 
Tunbridge Wells. The clerk was instructed to request 
later morning and evening collections from Cousley 
Wood. 

In the same year, the Sussex Express wrote: 

Post Office restored “Lost” Sussex Places. 

Several Sussex villages which were “appropriated to 
Kent by the Post Office authorities when postal 
addresses were officially altered some while ago, have 
now been restored to Sussex. 
Villages near the Kent-Sussex border were linked, in the 
Post Office directory with Kentish towns, and in some 
cases the word “Kent” was added to complete the 
address of villagers who live in Sussex and are proud of 
it.  The Post Office authorities now announce that as a 
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result of changes in the service which will operate from 
September 29, the addresses of the following will be 
changed: 
A long list of villages follows and they have the 
offending Tunbridge Wells and Kent removed.  They 
include Best Beech, Cousley Wood, Durgates, 
Stonegate, Tidebrook, Wadhurst but also as far afield as 
Coleman’s Hatch, Heathfield, Crowborough, Flimwell 
and Hartfield. 
The item closes: 
The “Sussex Express and County Herald” has in the past 
protested about the villages being appropriated to Kent, 
saying that Sussex people are proud of their county and 
object to being attached to Kent or any county other 
than their own. 

At that time, [their Bold print not mine] the Post 
Office were adamant, and said that they could not 
alter their organisation to meet the wishes of 
borderline villages. 
Without doubt the majority of Sussex people will be 
glad that the Post Office authorities have found 
reason to alter their views.   

*****

On 1st April 1974, the Postbus Service was inaugurated 
with Norman Bennett as the driver of the red and 
yellow 11-seater mini-bus. 

If you want to catch a bus – buy a stamp. 

A little red bus with a bright yellow roof made its 
inaugural trip from Tunbridge Wells to Wadhurst and 
Mayfield and back on Monday – and opened up new 
possibilities for transport in them countryside. 

Descendant of the mail coaches which were the 
aristocracy of the roads before the railways came, the 
Royal Mail post bus, which now links small 
communities like Tidebrook with neighbouring villages 
and Tunbridge Wells, is the first of its kind in the East 
Sussex. 
Carrying eleven passengers as well as the mail, the 
buses replace the familiar vans used by the Post Office 
in rural areas where routes and times of mail collections 
and delivery coincide with a public demand for 
transport.  Passengers pay the postman/driver as they 
board and an appropriate postage stamp is stuck on to 
their ticket. 

Mrs Pither, the chairman of Mayfield Parish Council, 
explained that, when the 110 bus service was 
withdrawn, the Tidebrook area between Wadhurst and 
Mayfield was completely cut off.  “The cottages, the 
tiny lanes, have been deprived of public transport, but 
then Post Office has come along with a service which 
will help.  We have enjoyed the comfort of the buses 
and the kindness and efficiency of the drivers.” 

Geoffrey Johnson Smith MP said that the idea was 
imaginative and practical.  “There is a real need for this 
sort of service. We talk about our friendly postmen.  We 
are going to have a friendly postman-driver for many 
years to come.  I think this sort of service locally will 
not only be prosperous but will help to bring us 
together.” 

Fares are similar to those on conventional bus routes 
because post buses are much cheaper to run and so they 
need only a small subsidy or no subsidy at all.” 

BC/AM/557- 558 

***** 

Newcomers to Wadhurst may not know about the 
importance of the Courthope family who lived at 
Whiligh and were the local squires.  An extract from an 
article in the Sussex Life magazine (date unknown – 
probably 1980) written by Vida Herbison includes 
details from an interview the writer had with the Hon. 
Daphne Courthope.    

She told of her ancestor, George Courthope (1616 – 
1685) who was brought to live at Whiligh as a baby 
when his father inherited the estate. George was 
educated at The Merchant Taylors and then University 
College, Oxford, a fine and varied education for those 
days.  When he took his BA, the Grand Tour was fast 
becoming the fashion for the sons of nobility and landed 
gentry so George set out.  Travel in those days was both 
tedious and perilous, the sea being pirate-ridden and the 
Continent of Europe having a large quota of bandits and 
unscrupulous landlords, to say nothing of terrifying 
diseases. (We have read of some of his adventures in 
Newsletters 33 and 34). 
After three years he returned to Whiligh, married 
Elizabeth Hawes in 1643 and his youngest son 
succeeded him as Commissioner at the Alienation 
Office. 
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Like a good Civil Servant, he managed to hang on to the 
office after the execution of Charles I, throughout the 
Protectorate and Restoration, when he was pardoned and 
knighted by Charles II.  He later received a bill for £72 
– expenses for the latter ceremony!

Miss Courthope herself with her elder sister, Beryl, 
took a great part in village life.  They ran a troop of 
Rangers and Guides and before the last war sang with 
the local choral society organised by Mr Sydney Ansell 
who was organist at the Methodist Church.   
Like their father, Lord Courthope, both sisters were 
keen on horses and hunted with the Eridge.  The Hon. 
Daphne became Joint-Master and she was also 
Chairman of East Sussex County Council from 1967 – 
1970. 

12/AM/027 

The Choirboys Magazine 

When you go into the Choir Vestry of the Parish 
Church, on the wall to the immediate right of the door, 
you will see a collection of black and white photographs 
and a goodly number of them feature choirboys. Dozens 
of them!  [Where are they now? Their Church needs 
them!] 
In June 1957, a new publication appeared on the streets 
of Wadhurst.  Its first Editorial reads: 

At last, this Magazine – the very first, I believe, that 
Wadhurst Church Choir has produced - is in your hands. 
I regret that publication, first in hand by the Gentlemen 
and now by the Boys, has been so long delayed that 
some of the news has passed into history.  By the way 
we are particularly interested in any information, verbal 
or documentary, regarding the history of our choir, the 
musical life of the Church generally, and of the village.  
Perhaps you could help us. [I know where you are 
coming from with that plea!] 
On the next page, the vicar, Mr Roscamp wishes “the  
first edition and future issues great success. The spirit of 
the choristers has seldom been keener.....” 

The previous year, the village had been devastated by 
the Meteor crash and an unnamed choirboy contributed 
one description about the day: 
That night, firemen were on guard and no one could use 
the High Street.  That night was also Choir Practice 
night.  Our Choirmaster  ‘phoned everyone he could and 
asked boys to go on their bicycles to tell all members of 
the choir not on the ‘phone that Choir Practice was to be 
held in the Secondary School Hall.  When we arrived at 
the Church to get the books it was in darkness except for 
three little candles flickering in the smoke-ladened 
Church.  After much groping in the dim light, with the 
help of our Choirmaster, we managed to find the books 
we wanted.  After the practice we took the books back 
to the Church, but we had to go through the Vicar’s 
garden to get from one end of the High Street to the 
other. 

Activities were organised for the boys and one in August 
1956 was a trip to Dymchurch .  

We travelled by Davis’s coach of Hawkhurst.  It took us 
about an hour and a half to get to our destination. 
Straightway we went and had lunch on a great verge 
about ten yards from the sea wall. 
After lunch we were allowed to visit the town, but so as 
not to get lost, we were in little parties.  When we got 
back from the town the tide was sufficiently far out for 
us to go bathing – luckily we were blessed with lovely 
weather.  At about 4 pm we got dressed, had a game, 
then went to have tea.  Arriving at the tea place we 
found that we were to have tea in the open air.  For tea, 
we had five bottles of fizzy drinks, four plates of bread 
and butter, four plates of cakes and three kinds of jam.  
We also had an egg each. 
After tea, we got on the coach, and after getting settled, 
which was rather a hard job, we proceeded on our way 
home. At about a quarter past seven we arrived home 
rather tired but still very jolly.  We all thanked the 
Choirmaster for arranging a very enjoyable trip to the 
coast. 

Other items include an article originally published in 
the Southern Weekly News of 1903 about a plan to 
remove the organ and re-install it elsewhere in the 
Church; “A Compulsory Journey” written by F Bond 
when he had to go to an unknown destination whilst he 
was in the RAF in 1943; local branch-line facts about 
the railway via Stonegate; Poet’s Corner; pulls and 
peals;  what anthems and music were sung at numerous 
services/funerals/weddings; London Airport; dogs and 
ends with a crossword. 

We shall definitely have to use more extracts from this 
and later  issues of the Choirboys Magazine. 

11/AM/036 
***** 
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Fund Raising: 

If you have been at any of our meetings recently, you 
will have heard why we are working so hard to raise 
funds for the Wadhurst History Society.  Not everyone is 
able to come to these meetings for various reasons, so it 
is probably a good idea to tell you what is going on. 

You are all aware, of course, that we have to pay a much 
increased rent for the premises “under the stage” and 
that has to be a major consideration.  £1500 annually is 
large for a small charity and on top of that BT insists 
that we are a commercial enterprise and so we pay very 
heavy telephone charges.  How they work that out we 
cannot understand but all Ian’s persuasive charm has not 
convinced them otherwise. 

The History Society and its Centre volunteers are 
delighted that an increasing amount of interest from 
residents of Wadhurst and from people from further 
away means that we regularly have very interesting 
visits and they often end with our receiving more 
documents and photographs plus the most wonderful 
reminiscences about life in Wadhurst in days gone by. 

For the sake of the generations to come, we are keen 
that everything we receive is properly archived and 
carefully stored to facilitate future research.  We are 
currently filling up most of the spare drawer space for 
WHS documents and we have already over-crammed  
the recently bought additional drawers for the Index 
Cards.  Of the latter, Ian says we have well over 5,500 
index cards available for cross-referencing – and he has 
not had time yet to add all those we did while he was 
away!  To protect the Collections in case of disaster, we 
are also hoping to scan every single item (eventually) on 
to computer memory so that it can be stored off-site. 
[Please don’t ask me to explain the technological 
intricacies of that!  Ask Ian.] To do that we shall 
definitely need to ask for volunteers to help with the 
mammoth task – would you be interested?  Please let me 
know. 

With all that in mind, we hope to purchase an efficient 
and effective scanner to be used alongside the 
photocopiers which we have currently.  We also are 
looking out for two filing cabinets which match the ones 
already storing the Wadhurst History Society Collection 
and will soon be buying another batch of Index Card 
boxes. 

That is why we are putting on two further major fund-
raising events this year.   

We are very grateful, however, to the Women of 
Wadhurst who organised a very enjoyable Bridge 
afternoon recently and donated half the proceeds from 

that to the Wadhurst History Society.  That was extra-
ordinarily generous of them and will mean that either 
the scanner or some more storage will soon be on order.  
Thank you very much indeed to WoW. 

***** 

Special Events 

The first of our own major fund-raisers takes place on 
Friday 9th and Saturday 10th June – in the 
Commemoration Hall - please support us. 

A PORTRAIT OF WADHURST has been  
advertised in Focus and on posters. We are very pleased 
that 41 paintings and drawings were submitted by 
students from the Wadhurst Primary School from every 
age group and many are absolutely brilliant. Many 
thanks to the boys and girls and to their Staff for their 
hard work.  A further 39 stunning pictures came in from 
adults in a wide variety of styles and many of them are 
for sale so that gives you a chance to buy a Christmas 
present or two, if something catches your eye. 
We propose to make our own selection from all these 
portraits for our calendar this year and some may also be 
made into postcards and notelets. 

Three professional judges will choose the prize winners 
but the identities of the winners and of the artists will 
not be revealed to the judges or to the public until the 
exhibition opens in June. 
With all the artistic talent of Wadhurst on paper and 
canvas, the Commemoration Hall will be housing 8 - 10 
Craft Stalls – ceramics, cards, jewellery, candles 
and much more besides -   which will again provide 
scope for present-buying. 

We shall also be exhibiting some of the  

Art Works from the Collections 
for which we are responsible and that will give you an 
opportunity to see what we sometimes have on display 
downstairs. 

The Artist’s Studio 
will be serving refreshments and light ploughman’s 
meals during the day and there will be a cake and sweet 
stall with goods provided and selling done by the 
Wadhurst History Society.  
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THE EXHIBITION IS OPEN: 

Friday,  9th June:  10 am till 8 pm. 

Saturday 10th June:  10 am till 6 pm. 

HOW COULD YOU HELP? 

Please can you offer to:- 

 Make traybakes, cakes – small and big, scones,
savouries, etc for the cake stall and for the
Artist’s Studio.

 Help with setting up on Thursday late
afternoon/ early evening.

 Help with taking down on Saturday evening.
 Provide prizes for the Raffle.
 Help with selling and folding for the Raffle.

(one or more two-hour sessions)
 Welcome people as they come in and (wo)man

the donations bucket (one or more two-hour
sessions)

 Act as a steward for one or more two-hour
sessions during the exhibition

 Serve and help in the kitchen
 Be a sales person on the cake stall
 Come along more than once and bring your

family and friends to admire and marvel.

If every member of the Society contributes in some way, 
we shall be able to continue with our project of  

Learning from the Past to Understand the Present. 

At the May meeting you will be able to fill in the boards 
indicating your availability. If you receive this 
Newsletter by post or by hand delivery, please ring 
01892 783212 (Heather or 783455 (Rachel to let them 
know how you could help.  

Thank you very much indeed. 

*****

Alison Weir 

Our other major fundraising event will be 
on Saturday 18th November  

when the well-known historian and author. 

ALISON WEIR  
will be giving her talk entitled: 

Katherine Swynford: 

The Story of John and Gaunt and his 
Scandalous Duchess. 

Alison will give her presentation about this 14th century 
beauty and femme fatale in the oldest historical building 
in Wadhurst 

 The Parish Church, 7 pm for a 7.30 start.   

Further details and tickets will be available in due 
course but meanwhile, please put that date in your 
diaries.  This is a rare opportunity not to be missed and 
she will be willing to sign books purchased during the 
evening.  

***** 
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Notes from the Editor. 

The next Newsletter should appear in about three 
months’ time.  Please submit comments, ideas, 
information and articles for inclusion and also any 
questions that you may have. Somebody may well know 
the answer(s). Such contributions should be sent to  
The Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst  
TN5 6LR or e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com  
before FRIDAY 25TH AUGUST  2017. 

One final item from the Kent and Sussex Courier of
July 1896 which seems to have been a disastrous month: 

During the last few weeks the parish of Wadhurst has
been the scene of quite a chapter of accidents.
The first happened to  a lad named Piper who was
engaged with his father on Mr Carpenter’s new shop.
Coming off the scaffolding, he missed his footing on the
ladder and fell on his head a distance of over 16 feet.
Fortunately, he fell on the roof of an outhouse which
somewhat broke his fall. 

The second was of a more alarming and dreadful
character and happened to a well-known cyclist, Edward 
Meopham, of Ticehurst.  

The young fellow was returning from Tunbridge Wells 
on a light racer. On the road between Frant and
Wadhurst he nearly came to grief owing to the chain
breaking, the machine being minus a brake. 

At Wadhurst he had the chain repaired. Restarting, he
was proceeding rapidly down the school hill when the 
top of the forks crown broke right off, the machine 
separating into two parts. The poor fellow came on his
head and ploughed along the hard road for a distance of 
nearly eight yards. He received a fearful wound over
his left eye and his left ear was almost severed.

The next accident happened to a little lad in Cousley
Wood who fell from a wagon and the wheels passed 
over him.  He was also injured about the head. 

*****

An Outing

Rachel is putting the finishing touches to plans for an 
Outing in September to an historic Kent town.  We
should be able to give you all the details at the meeting
on 14th June. Thereafter contact Rachel on 783455.
Only 3 copies are available of a book written by
INGEBORG PEDELTY based on letters sent to her
parents in Austria and those she, and her sister Margit, 
received back.  These two little girls were evacuated to
England for the whole of WW2 and became Miss 
Boyd's wards.  They lived at Hill House and attended 
Wadhurst College travelling there by pony and trap.
Both girls married Englishmen.  The A4 size book costs
£20.  Please contact Rachel on 01892 783455.

Wadhurst History Society Publications

Wadhurst  - Then and Now, a study in pictures    £12 
Victorian Wadhurst £9 
The Last Prize Fight £4 
Wadhurst Back in Time: 1901 - 1936 £15 
Wadhurst’s Black Sunday:  9th May 1915    £10
Wadhurst in the Second World War £12 
The Day Wadhurst Changed, January 1956 £9 
A Brief History of George Street      £4 
Wadhurst:  Town of the High Weald (2nd Edition)  £12.50 
Tom Lawson’s Diary of a Young Man – 1940 £13.99

All these publications are available at WHS meetings, 
from the Centre on Tuesday mornings, from Barnett’s
Bookshop and the Post Office.

In this month of May:

1st – 1707 – the Union between England and Scotland

2nd - 1903 - Dr Spock was born

4th – 1494 – Christopher Columbus discovered Jamaica 

6th – 1889 – the Eiffel Tower was opened to the public

7th – 1915 – ‘Lusitania’ torpedoed by German  
submarine

9th – 1915 –  the Battle of Aubers Ridge 

10th – 1994 – Nelson Mandela inaugurated as president
of South Africa 

12th – 1937 - George VI crowned in Westminster Abbey
14th – 1796 – Smallpox vaccine developed by Dr Jenner 
18th – 1804 – Napoleon Bonaparte became Emperor of 

France 
24th – 1844 – Samuel Morse sent the first official

 telegraph message
26th – 1940 – Dunkirk evacuation began
28th – 1961 – Amnesty International founded by London 

lawyer, Peter Berenson 
To see more of our archives, consult 

www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
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