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Thurs. 15th September: “Epic Voyages in History”
by David Clark
Find out more about the voyages of the Mayflower (1620), the Golden
Hind (1577), HMS Lutine (1799), HMS Prince of Wales (1941), USS
Maddox (1964) See also some of David’s selection of the ship models
he has made.
Thurs. 6th October: “Churchill’s Special Army – the Special
Operations Executive”
by Gilly Halcrow
Gilly pays tribute to and describes the work of the men and women
agents who were parachuted behind enemy lines to “Set Europe
Ablaze”.
Wed. 9th November: Wadhurst History Society Members’
Evening of short talks and presentations.
Wed. 7th December: AGM and Entertainment. Mulled wine and
mince pies.
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April 2016:
THE HIDDEN COLLECTIONS
AT SCOTNEY CASTLE
Ray Shayler

Ray Shayler works as a volunteer and Room Steward
at Scotney Castle and gave a fascinating talk on the
hidden collection found in the attics with
illustrations of many of the items.

and Centre Manager

Snape Clock House
Tidebrook
Wadhurst TN5 6NS

SUMMARIES:

Scotney Castle was home to the Hussey family from
the late 18th Century. Following the death of the late
Mrs Elizabeth (Betty)
Hussey in 2006, the
National Trust opened
the house to the public
for the first time on 6
June 2007. A team of
four
or
five
volunteers led by Ray
and including History
Society
Members,
Lynne Dewar and
Alison Rose, then
began the task of exploring the contents of the five
attic rooms which had originally been the servants’
rooms.
At times they were working in the attics in
temperatures of 3o. Aware of humidity, they tried to
wear industrial spectacles, but these just steamed up
and so had to be discarded.

Talks until the end of 2016.
Wed. 6th July: “A Schoolboy in London during World War II”
by Ray Broomfield
Ray describes his experiences, the rationing and blackout, living in
shelters and the work of members of the services on the home front.
He will bring a display of various items.

Some documents were found inside a strange little
cupboard in the wall that could only be opened using

288

bundles of Country Life magazine;
one year’s paperwork concerning the Historic
Houses commission;
1800’s to 1935 bills, rate demands etc. saved by
Edward Windsor Hussey;
a box of letters regarding an Act of Parliament to
allow Lamberhurst to have a primary school;
15 journals of Arthur Hussey’s time in the 1st World
War (A most interesting exhibition was recently
mounted in the house entitled “Arthur’s War”);
a botanical collection – Wakehurst Place identified
all except 20 plants and a lady from Kew 14 others;
lampshades galore, a breastplate for a horse, an
interesting buckle, a machine to help you stop being
depressed, a medicine cabinet – all labelled. Some
anti-pregnancy equipment, several suit cases and a
travelling trunk;
Edward Hussey’s etching kit;
some very damp and mouldy boxes including Mrs
Elizabeth (Betty) Hussey’s sewing kit.
Her
costumes were taken out and laid in the snow to help
with the removal of the mould;
other items that belonged to Mrs Hussey include
gloves and finger stretcher, dresses including her
coming-out dress as a debutante and a dress that had
belonged to her mother. Mrs Hussey’s own wedding
dress was also covered in mould;
a dolly’s tea set and a picnic set;
a dressing set given to Betty by her brother with the
initials B H (outside of her immediate family she
liked to be known as Elizabeth) and her
Grandmother’s dressing set;
hundreds of maps including a map of Scotney Estate
- 66 maps were discovered in one tin;
a stereophonic viewer with a set of graphic scenes
from WW1 trenches;
an embossed plate presented to Mr and Mrs E W
Hussey by their farm workers on the occasion of
their Golden Wedding in 1950;
some embroidery done by Mrs Betty Hussey;
a box of coloured photographs showing how each
room in the house looked then;
5 handwritten menus;
About 300 unusual records mostly 78 rpm;
Christopher Hussey’s typewriter.

a special door which had a wooden flap and 600
items were found in an adjacent metal cabinet.
Edward Hussey’s Uniform of Commander of the
Royal Victorian Order was found in a metal
Cupboard. A letter from Buckingham Palace dated
1923 was also found marking Edward Hussey’s
retirement as Bailiff in the Royal Parks, having
served under Queen Victoria, King Edward VII and
King George V.
Also among the many unusual and interesting items
that were found were:a collection of buttons used to secure servants
uniforms;
Henrietta Windsor Hussey’s photograph album
dated 1864 which holds many photographs of the
Hussey family including Henrietta’s Grandma
Windsor. (Henrietta was the great granddaughter of
Robert Clive of India and married Edward Hussey
III in 1883. They had six children which resulted in
Scotney becoming a family home);
a photograph of the whole Hussey family outside the
main entrance in 1885 showing 4 sons and 2
daughters;
also a Hussey family photograph dated 1886 that
was taken in the library. The names of the family
members including Henry Percy, a late edition to the
family, are hand-written on the cardboard mount;
a selection of leather-covered books that detail
where they stayed for dinner and Edward Hussey’s
handwritten inventory, visitors’ book and accounts
book;
a travelling bible set;
a dirty, dusty envelope revealed 9 books of poems
from 1905 – 1925 by Siegfried Sassoon, four
dedicated to Rosalind Hussey and now housed in the
silver safe;
an 1838 picture of Scotney old castle showing the
castle before demolition commenced (The castle
was deliberately ruined to create a romantic view
from the new house);
a portrait of Edward Hussey III – Qualified Barrister;
a woodwork box with tools;
Edward Windsor Hussey’s Lord Lieutenant’s
Uniform housed in a large chest;
50 watercolours of the Middle East one showing
Baghdad and also Henrietta Windsor Hussey’s trial
artwork;
Arthur Hussey’s depiction of Afghanistan;
the head of a hyena caught by Arthur Hussey;
lots of model cats – there is still a resident cat at
Scotney;

Attic room no. 3 was so damp that the furniture and
boxes had to be moved away from the walls but
many more exciting finds were made:
Country Life magazine and magazines from No. 1
through to the 1930’s were found because
Christopher was the architectural adviser and wrote
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regularly for the magazine and every copy was
housed in the house;
a pair of handcuffs that were found in a box of
gardening equipment (all Husseys were JPs);
a purse that contained a George IV shilling dated
1826;
Three pieces of amber wrapped in a 1945
newspaper;
an illustrated Ludlow book of family history and
another History of the Darrell family;
a tallboy full of stationery including Queen Victoria
and George V stamps;
beautiful miniature portraits of Henrietta aged 10,
Edward Hussey and Anne Jennett who married
Edward but abandoned Scotney and moved to
Robertson Terrace in Hastings.
It must have been very difficult working in
temperatures of 3os but must also have been very
hard though interesting and rewarding work. I
congratulate all of the volunteers who finally
finished their task in 2013.

John Lucke of Durgates's will was proved on 29th
April 1560, and a detailed family tree running
through to 1731 clarified the details.
[Unfortunately, the format of this document means
we are unable to print the tree. My apologies. Ed]
Madelyn Meredith
June 2016
AN ENGLISH HISTORY OF FREEDOM
Andy Thomas
Andy guided us on an immensely informative
journey through English History, from the Roman
invasion of 54BC to the present, via Angles, Jutes,
Saxons, Vikings, Normans, Plantagenets, Tudors,
Stuarts, and Hanoverians, among others,
demonstrating how that concept of freedom which
we jealously uphold has developed over several
centuries.
One omnipresent aspect is taxation. An issue for
King John, before Richard II introduced a Poll Tax,
Charles I devised Ship Money, and George III tried
taxing the American colonists, a hubristic Margaret
Thatcher presented us with a 20th century Poll Tax.
Modern life embraces Income Tax, VAT,
Inheritance Tax, Community Charge, etc., taxation
in one guise or another having loomed over
England's people down the ages.
Understandably, there have been revolts, not only
against taxation, but against religious intolerance,
and to establish human rights. The Peasants' Revolt
of 1381, led by the middle-class Wat Tyler, was
followed, in 1450 by a rebellion, under Jack Cade,
against the government of Henry VI.
During the early 1500s, Martin Luther, in Germany,
sought reforms within the Catholic church, while
England's Henry VIII rejected papal supremacy, in
favour of spiritual freedom. The Tudor period
witnessed Henry dissolving of the monasteries,
which had grown obscenely wealthy, Mary Tudor
("Bloody Mary") ordering the execution of
opponents of her Catholicism, and various death
warrants were signed by Elizabeth.
Early in the Stuart years, Catholic insurrectionists
attempt to blow up Parliament, while, during
subsequent decades, Charles I believed that God

Anthony Cosham
May 2016:
THE LUCKE FAMILY OF WADHURST AND
LAMBERHURST
Joan Angus
Joan Angus came to tell us about her research into
her ancestors on her paternal grandmother’s side, the
Lucke family who lived in and around this area in
the 16th century onwards.
Mrs Angus is the author of books ‘There be
Dragons’ under the pseudonym Clemens
Lucke, and 'The Luckes of Sussex, a Family
History’ - another book “The Account Book” is in
preparation.
Mrs Angus started her research when she broke her
wrist and was obliged to stop work for some weeks.
She said "I opened a folder of notes, letters and
maps, a slip of paper fell out. On it was written…"In
1723 Edward Lucke and his wife Mary came to
Pennybridge, the beautiful Tudor farmhouse in
Wadhurst, Sussex. They brought with them their
children Thomas aged 11, Edward and Mary twins
aged 10, John aged 6 and Richard aged 3” As she
said…”I was hooked”. She found over 40 Lucke
wills dating from 1500 to 1780.
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Britain's Representation of the People Act ( 1867)
increased the electorate, yet denied representation to
many, giving rise, indirectly, to the suffragist and
suffragette movements, culminating in partial adult
female suffrage in 1918, and full adult suffrage (men
and women) in 1928.
Undoubtedly, the 20th century will be forever
remembered for its World Wars, effectively one
continuing war which changed the world order for
ever, rang the death knell of colonialism as
subjugated nations sued for independence, and
heralded the notion of a "United Europe", of which
our electorate will imminently have the freedom to
choose whether or not to remain a member.
Food for thought, indeed. Those "20½ generations"
(Andy Thomas' phrase) since Julius Cæsar seem not
so very distant, the struggle of the English people to
achieve acceptable standards of personal freedom
has been evident throughout several centuries, and,
despite pestilence, wars, and political wrangling, the
ogre of taxation of the populace has never strayed far
from the minds of those in power.
Stefan Gatward

spoke through him, fell out with Parliament, and lost
his head (literally) after a bloody Civil War. Around
the mid-1600s, reform groups known quaintly as
Levellers, Diggers, Ranters, and Quakers sought
freedoms of various kinds for the English people.
A further revolution, the Glorious Revolution, took
place in 1688, when the Dutch William of Orange
effectively ousted James II. The Bill of Rights
(1689) demonstrated an eminently sound way to run
a nation. On William's death without issue, and
Anne's similar circumstance later, in 1714,
England's crown passed, in turn, to the Elector of
Hanover, the first of four Georges, William IV,
Victoria, Edward VII, and, since 1910, the
Windsors.
During the reign of George III, the American
colonies gained freedom from England, as a
consequence of the American War of Independence,
and, a few years later, in 1789, there was a
momentous upheaval for the French, whose own
Revolution ushered in a time of terror and tyranny.
Napoléon eventually came to power, vowing to
conquer Europe, but suffered final defeat at
Waterloo in 1815. A peaceful rally in Manchester, in
1819, ironically punned "Peterloo", saw the crowd
dispersed by the military, amid much savagery and
bloodshed, a national disgrace only four years after
the triumph of Waterloo.
The Reform Act (1832) allowed for the widening of
the electorate, but certain freedoms were removed.
Although Britain had her Empire, it could hardly be
advanced that Africa and India were in any way
"free". The slave trade left a blot on human history,
Britain being very much involved, but, on the
abolition of slavery in 1833, it was apparent that
certain forms of slavery were still thriving, child
labour blighting our country, and working-class
Trade Union movements being discouraged, to the
point where some Union leaders suffered
transportation.
The year 1848 saw great agitation here (Chartism),
and especially in Europe, where patriotic feelings
demanded nationhood, leading to the founding of the
French Republic, Swiss Federation, unification of
German states, and the Italian Risorgimento, while

Thank you to all our Talks reporters. Now let’s
find out more about what we have been discovering
in the Archives.
*****
More of the edited Memoirs of
SIR GEORGE COURTHOPE
1616 – 1685
We sailed towards Malta and the Captain showed us
Corinth and Athens and where Alexandria in Egypt
stood and then in a few days we arrived at Malta.
The Grand Master, for so the Governor is called, sent
Mr Tifton and I [sic] a present of fruit by his servants
who had orders to carry us to a house in the town
where we lodged. The next morning, he waited on
us to show us the strength of the Island and what
store of provision, of corn and other grain it had in
case of siege.
For it being only a rock in the sea, the streets are all
white stone: this when the sun is at its highest in the
summer, cast such a reflection upon the eyes of the
inhabitants, who are Moors, it being in Africa, that
they are forced to wear spectacles to save their
eyesight.
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Because little or no wheat is sown on the island, they
must be beholden to the King of Spain it all coming
from Sicily; other provisions they have from there
and from Italy but the fruits that grow are figs,
pistachios, oranges and lemons, far beyond what is
in Sicily.
We were invited by
some gentlemen and
thus
saw
the
Colleges appointed
to receive all that are
nobly born of any
nation in Europe that
will bring their
fortunes and take a
MALTA
vow of Poverty and
Chastity and enmity with the Turks for ever
so as to give no quarter, nor receive any in
fighting with them.
After so many voyages in the galleys with war
against the Turks and some other circumstances
performed, they are made Knights of Malta which is
known by the white cross they are allowed to wear
in all the Courts in Christendom upon their cloaks or
coats as they are their swords. We were taken to the
Cave where St Paul shook off the viper from his
hand without any hurt: and there were people ready
to sell us viper’s tongues and teeth very curiously
wrought, as they say, of the stones in the Cave which
have the virtue, if you will believe them, of expelling
any poison in the body.
When we were taking leave of the Grand Master, he
said he was informed that one of us went for Naples
and if so, his galleys were to transport Princess
Collon thither and by them I might have a good
passage – which was the occasion that I stand three
days later after Mr Tufton set sail in the Frenchship
for Aleppo.
When I met Mr Kerridge [his merchant] in Naples,
I told him how civilly I had been treated on board
and asked him what was the fittest present for the
Captain. He said there were silk waistcoats in
Naples embossed with gold which he thought would
be well accepted of. So we both went and bought a
green silk one embossed very richly with gold which
cost £3.5s and then I went with Mr Kerridge aboard.
I found the Captain with the Spanish Gentleman at a
collation of fruit and when I had the opportunity I
presented the Captain with the waistcoat who

received it very kindly at my hands. When we had
eaten some fruit and drunk two glasses of wine,
leaving my services to the Grand Master, we took
our leave and returned to our lodgings.
[George continued his travels through to Rome,
Venice, Padua, Lyon and finally Paris]
In Paris, I met with Lord Spencer afterwards Earl of
Sunderland who was joyful to see me alive for they
had news that I was strangled in Turkey, which also
was brought to my Father who afterwards to his
great comfort received letters to the contrary.
With Christmas approaching according to the
English account [he was a staunch Protestant
travelling in strongly Catholic countries], I went
down to Dieppe to wait for a passage to England,
which I there found. So I embarked and came to my
Father’s home in Leadenhall Street (now the Crown)
the night before Christmas in the year 1640.
I lived in the house with my Father from 1640 till the
10th October 1942 at which time he paid that debt
which I owe.
After his decease, I went to the King, who was then
divided from his Parliament and was raising men at
Shrewsbury in Shropshire.
My uncle, John
Courthop (my Father’s younger brother) was there
waiting on his Majesty in quality of one of his
Gentlemen Pensioners, which is the King’s only
guard of state, and are bound to go with him and
serve him with three horses in his wars. When I
came to Shrewsbury, I found out my uncle and told
him my Father was dead at which report he was
astounded and desired me to allay his sorrow. It
being Sunday, we made the more haste that we might
be at court before the king went to chapel. When he
had acquainted Sir John Culpepper of my Father’s
death and that there was a Commissioner place in the
Alienation office vacant, he requested him to move
the King that I might have it by reason that my
grandfather and my father had it before me. This he
did and his Majesty was pleased to grant it but with
this dig at the end of the Grant that I must pay 1300L
to such persons as my Lord Culpepper should name
and that my uncle and I should enter into a bond to
pay it in 21 days after our arrival at London. His
Majesty granted permission for my uncle to
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accompany me and by that means my uncle came
and lived peaceably at home in Brenchley in Kent
during the time of the civil wars between the King
and the Parliament.

what the High Street would have looked like now if
the authorities then had been more sensitive to our
heritage.
*****
The Communicator
was a short-lived black and white eight-page
advertising brochure whose first issue appeared
in January 1982. Included were:

*****
SNIPPETS FROM THE CENTRE:
As summer has perhaps finally made us think of
summer holidays and “getting away from it all” –
whatever that means, our attention was caught by
this advertisement promoting a very special place in
the High Street which many of us have never been
able to see.
Wadhurst – Queens Head Hotel
Tel: 42

DOUGLAS MALONEY had a terrace house for sale in
Wadhurst for £25,000 along with a bungalow for
£32,500 and a detached house for £57,000. No
descriptions or sizes were provided in the advert.
EATON BROTHERS at Forge Cottage, Beech Hill had
a three-year old four-door saloon Cortina 1600L
with many extras including a sunroof and sports
wheels for £1950.
DAVID PEACOCK would draw a pen and ink picture
of your house from £60 including the frame.

DAVID JAMES, the Principal of Uplands Community
College, writes to inform us of the educational
classes available to adults in the area and of the
different facilities within the college being used by
thirty-five voluntary groups, youth and adult. A new
venture about to commence is the Computer Club,
and an initial input day of introductions, talks,
discussions and practical experience will be coordinated by Ricky Asker, Head of Mathematics on
13th January 1982 at 7.30 pm.
Wadhurst, seven miles south of Tunbridge Wells, is
a typical Sussex village. Here in the village street
you will find the Queen’s Head Hotel, a simple inn
run by people of understanding. Eight cosy
bedrooms, most of them with hot and cold water, a
lounge with plenty of books, a pretty garden where
sun and shade are on partnership terms, and, of more
importance, really excellent English cooking.
I suggest this peaceful pitch to all who seek
simplicity in Sussex and especially those planning
holidays or looking for a break from daily routine.
Fully licensed. From 6 gns. B & Brass Band 10/6.
Meals: L. 3/6. Tea 1/3. D. 4/-. 10% Service charge.
Bedrooms: £4.3s. electric fires. London 42.
Tunbridge Wells 7.
16/AM/168

UPLANDS BADMINTON CLUB was looking for new
members “of a fairly good standard – not beginners”.
HAIR WORKSHOP had a full-page advert announcing
their arrival in Wadhurst after opening the original
business in Southborough six years previously.
They were extremely conscious of providing value
for money and stated that “if in any way you are not
satisfied, do please let us know”.
Charges including 15% VAT and there were to be
no additional charges for Basin Conditioning,
Setting Agents or freshly ground coffee (!)
Samples of their charges:
Cut, shampoo and blo-dry
£7.60
Dry cutting
£3.75
Re-style, shampoo and set
£10
Shampoo and set
£3.75
Alkaline Perming
£8.90
Acid Perming
£13.80

Sadly the Queen’s Head Hotel was one of the
buildings lost as a result of the Meteor crash in
1956. Though it was by no means completely
destroyed, it was badly damaged. One wonders

293

Colouring ranged from £4.10 to £15.40 exclusive of
a cut or drying.
Tipping: We feel that the charges we list should be
the only price you should pay. Therefore we do not
accept tips; however if you are pleased with the
service we provide, please tell your friends about us.

Sixty-five years ago:
In February: WADHURST MUSIC CLUB (with the
support of the Arts Council of Great Britain) held
their fourth concert of this season last Thursday
when the Eroica Group, comprising Michael Hobson
(pianoforte), Margaret Moncrieff (violoncello),
Maichale Mayerovitz (clarinet) and Roxanne
Houstona (soprano), delighted an appreciative
audience at the Commemoration Hall with their
excellent rendering of the works by Vivaldi,
Rachmaninov, Weber, Vincent d’Indy and Schubert.

16/AM/169
A VERY SAD STORY FROM
SPARROWS GREEN
Mrs Gladys Hogg was a fruiterer in Sparrows Green
1929 – 1935. The Sussex Express headlined “the
Wadhurst Woman’s predicament” in July 1935
Not Enough Money to go Bankrupt

in March: CHAMPION QUOITS PLAYER in Wadhurst
The White Hart and Social Club had a colourful
personality and a former world champion quoits
player to present their Challenge Cup on Friday. The
‘champ’ was Mr W Stemp, (brother of the licensee,
Tom Stemp) who was on holiday from America.
The fact that the piano broke down did not spoil the
evening and the members ended the social with a
rousing sing-song.

Gladys Hogg appeared before Mark Cross
magistrates from debts to the Wadhurst and District
Gas and Coke Co. of £31.6s.4d. Mrs Hogg said she
didn’t have a halfpenny to her name and had debts
of £260. She has been a fishmonger and fruiterer
and was living on the same premises and managing
the shop for 12/6d a week.
SC/PR/100

[Sadly Tom Stemp would be killed five years later
when the Meteor crashed into his bungalow in
Townlands Road.]
in July: (a) THE TRENT PERPETUAL GOLD
CHALLENGE TROPHY was awarded to Mrs J M BushJames of Tidebrook Manor Farm, Wadhurst,
exhibiting Weavers Stella Ross for the best cow
heifer in the Jersey Section at the Royal Agricultural
Show at Cambridge.

The WADHURST CHARTER
Casually someone remarked around June 1951 that
the 700th Anniversary of Wadhurst’s Charter should
be marked and the old controversy arose again about
the actual date.
Copies of the translation existing in various parts of
the Parish all quote the date of 1252 but Mr C
Bocking has made calculations which he says show
conclusively that correct date should be 1253.

(b) “TORY FÊTE AT WADHURST “
There was all the fun of the fair in the park of
Wadhurst Castle on Saturday when a fête was
organised by WADHURST CONSERVATIVES. In
addition to the usual stalls, there were some of the
latest side-shows from London. Col. R S Clarke MP
for the constituency acted as a ‘one-man Brains
Trust’ and there was a fancy dress parade,
competitive games for children and a baby show.

“Henry III, he points out, reigned from 1216 to 1272
and was crowned on 25th October 1216. The
relevant paragraph in the translation reads ‘Given by
our hand in Westminster the eighth day of May in
the thirty-seventh year of our reign’.
“Therefore Henry III completed his 36 years on 27th
October 1252 and commenced his 37th year the next
day. As the Charter was granted on 8th May, this was
obviously in 1253 not 1252 as has always been
supposed, and the date given on the translation is
therefore correct”.

in August : The big attraction at the WADHURST
INSTITUTE dance was the appearance of Bob
Henderson and Eileen Henstall, celebrated
television artistes, who gave half-an-hour’s
exhibition of ballroom dancing. Music was by the
Allegro Band and proceeds went to the
Commemoration Hall improvement fund.

Well, thank goodness all that was sorted out before
we worked so hard to mark the week-end of the 750th
Anniversary of the granting of the Charter in June
2003!
15/PR/021

In December: Under their leader, Lt Col, J G Hume,
the WADHURST CHORAL SOCIETY led carol singing
round a huge illuminated Christmas tree outside the
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Commemoration Hall on Wednesday. Members of
the WADHURST SALVATION ARMY BAND – who have
been busy touring the district for the past week – on
Christmas morning, in keeping with the tradition of
the past 56 years (i.e. since 1895), played in the High
Street to the accompaniment of the Parish Church
bells.

The 1st World War
Of the 649 people who served in the War from
Wadhurst, 149 died including one woman:
FANNY AMELIA KENNAIRD
Her Commonwealth war grave is behind the
Church at the end of the left path.
In 1919, the Parish Magazine recorded her death
on 18th January:-

BEST BEECH ST MARY, WADHURST

Fanny was born at Pell Green in 1892, the daughter
of Job who was a gardener, and Fanny. She enlisted
in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps as a cook in
December 1917 and was transferred to the Women’s
Royal Air Force in April 1918.
The obituary in the Magazine was written by
someone who clearly knew her well:
After a long illness [she had tuberculosis] of about a
year, a period which was spent in hospital in
London, the rest at home at North Cottages, Lower
Cousley Wood, this young girl passed away.
Looking back eleven years, we recall her as a fair
and winsome child of ten years of age at Cousley
Wood School. One could not help noticing her, for
she made a charming picture. Never very strong,
she was sent for a considerable time to a
convalescent home through the kindness of a
parishioner, when quite a child. No doubt this
helped much to prolong her life. During the war she
worked hard in a munition factory as a cook and
only left when her health gave way. She just lived to
see her 21st birthday, dying about 12.45 a.m. on the
very day she came of age. Death presented no terror
to her. Well she knew she was dying, and was
longing “to go home”. She was the eldest of a large
family, and her mother who was a widow, having
lost her husband in the summer of 1914, has our
deepest sympathy.
*****

“Life can hold but a few more exhilarating moments
for an architect than that in which he receives an
unusual commission which is also a challenge to his
creative possibilities and experience”.
‘Build me a house at strictly moderate cost to fit in
with the Sussex countryside. Try and give me good
proportion in rooms and develop the beauty of
internal oak timbering without the mechanically
faithful reproduction of fifteenth century or other
period work, but in the production of a modern
convenient dwelling, express our mutual regard and
appreciation of a noble period and a sturdy
tradition’.
So quotes Harold G Turner FRIBA, M Inst CE, in
the Sussex County magazine under the heading
“Sussex Oak in Domestic Architecture”.
Best Beech St Mary is on the left of the hill running
from the Pub down through Tidebrook. It was built
in 1926/28 at the request of Mr Julian P Leacock of
Wadhurst. The architect who carried out Mr
Leacock’s commission was Mr Ernest H Munnion
of Ardingly along with “his merry country
craftsmen, who gave the best of their traditional
skills…”
16/AM/168

Brian Harwood sent a copy of this woeful, but telling
poem by G K Chesterton. Reminding us again of the
1st World War, it certainly says a lot!
Elegy in a Country Churchyard.
The men that worked for England
They have their graves at home
And bees and birds of England
About the cross can roam.
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most merit marks, awarded for attendance, care of
robes and books, and good singing.
Boys go into the senior chorister section (the 15 – 18
group) when their voices change. This section has
its own secretary, has quarterly meetings and is
responsible for certain duties, one of them taking the
short practice before services. It is hoped that more
of these older boys will continue into the adult
section at the age of 18.
Mr Ascott says the difficult age is generally from 16
– 17 when “they are apt to get unsettled”. In several
cases, boys of this age have left for a while, but have
returned as young adults.
Everything possible is done for the enjoyment of the
boys, such as camping holidays and outdoor sports,
and one of the highlights of their year is the
fireworks display, followed by a “supper” given by
Mr and Mrs Barden.
Mr Ascott says the church council gives generous
financial support to the choir, and is full of praise of
the co-operation of the parents.
Mr Ascott, who came to Wadhurst 12 years ago, said
the full strength of the choir is 38 which includes
besides the boys, 11 senior choristers and adults
including two women, one of whom has been in the
choir for 40 years.
09/AM/001
How times have changed now!

But they that fought for England
Following a falling star,
Alas, alas, for England
They have their graves afar.
And they that rule in England
In stately conclave met,
Alas, alas for England
They have no graves as yet.
*****
WHERE CHOIR BOYS ARE NEVER SHORT.
In June 1967, this article appeared in the Kent and
Sussex Courier:Visitors to services in Wadhurst Parish Church are
immediately impressed, not only by the singing, but
by the behaviour of the large number of choirboys.
If they wonder how it is possible for a village church
to have a boys’ choir of 27 voices, whose ages range
from seven to 14, the answer is simple.
It results from the far-seeing approach of the vicar,
the Revd. Donald Plumley, who, since coming to the
parish, has made every effort to get close to the
family side of the village life – as proved by the
increasing popularity of the family service each
Sunday.
Parents have played an important part by
encouraging their sons to join. One family has three
boys, the youngest only seven, regularly attending.
Naturally, there has to be some attraction apart from
the love of music to induce boys to devote so much
time to the choir and it is here that the church has
taken a perhaps unusual step by forming what is
virtually a ”club” where the boys can amuse
themselves both before and after practice. Here a
variety of indoor games are organised and another
attraction is a model railway..
When a lad joins the choir, normally at the age of
eight, he serves several months as a probationer. He
is tested before becoming a full probation chorister
and will then wear the surplice. After another test,
he becomes a full choir boy and “passes out” at a
service taken by the vicar, when he receives the
medallion of the Royal School of Church Music.
The choir is divided into two main teams, each with
four groups.
A shield hanging on the front of the choir stalls is
kept for one month by the team which has gained the

*****
Thanks to the generosity of Vera Lawson,
Margaret Lloyd-Roberts and the rest of the
Lawson family, we have been lent Tom Lawson’s
diary for the year of 1940.
Besides being a significant year in the 2nd World
War, 1940 was also the year when Tom started work
in Middlesbrough, Yorkshire. Writing in a
remarkably immaculate hand, Tom includes letters
from friends, his lesson plans for teaching in Sunday
School, greetings cards, press cuttings, good luck
cards, copies of exam papers on Economics, his
involvement with the Scouts (which would continue
in Wadhurst), quotations from poetry and a great
deal more.
A few extracts and comments may catch your
attention. Many really convey Tom’s delightful
sense of humour, love of literature, subtle understatement and elegant use of English:
1st January:
Searchlights.
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1939 has been a mixed bag.

3rd January: Lots of searchlights poking their fingers
about the sky.
8th January: Statistics is not my barrow. And on
9th January: Economics is a good opportunity for
nearly going asleep. (But in compensation) Very fine
clear night. The stars in their courses.
23rd January: One for the autograph albums:“There’s bad in the best of us.
There’s good in the worst of us.
It ill behoves any of us
To talk about the rest of us”.
th
29 January: This morning first air raid warning.
Great excitement persuading inmates (of where he
worked) to go down air raid shelter.
6th February: My motto during Lent will be “Do
Your Best”. I lack initiative, go, gump, energy,
enthusiasm and ideas.
7th February: Mornings are beginning to get lighter.
I just managed to arrive at work for 9 am, having
walked across the park. Rushed home on bike in an
attempt to do dinner in an hour. Crowned with
success but bathed in perspiration,
8th February: Cold baths are good for colds, so is
whiskey. Mock oxtail soup for dinner, soup without
the oxtail.
9th February: Soup with oxtail.
5th March: Master collapsed when attending SubCommittee meeting. Nobody seems sorry for him,
although he is in a bad way.
7th March: An alarming intrusion by the police –
sitting room light on at full blast after black-out time.
Black-out is the right word, mental as well as
physical.
13th March: A dark and stormy night. Russia signs
peace with Finland, very harsh, uncompromising.
Everybody is surprised and dissatisfied.
16th March: Watched the sun rise, very lovely, like
one of Whistler’s Nocturnes. A long line of dark
cloud, pale light peeping through, chimney tops and
rooves silhouetted against the sky.
19th March: Hitler and Mussolini meet on the
Brenner Pass. ‘Hail child of night, what can ail thee
in thy melancholy plight?’
21st March: A high golden sunrise, good to watch
but a sign of wind and water. The gold of molten
gold or polished brass. Even the drab houses in
Marton Road look pleased with themselves.

Mr Chips = “a very fine film, quite as good as the
book”, listening to the radio (including Children’s
Hour, Winston Churchill) and many a fish and chip
supper. Most importantly he was still trying to
prepare for the wretched Stats and Economics exams
whilst keeping the diary up-to-date.]
1st April: a real blustery April day, sharp showers
and spells of bright sunshine. Must settle down to
swot and swot and swot. Brutality and futility of
war.
2nd April: Plenty of misery exists in the world as
soon as the top skin is taken off, programme of
letters from overseas listeners to the BBC – an epic
of condensed misery, yet I am still illogically a
pacifist inside.
8th April; (spending a lot of time swotting for the
exams) The dreary hours slowly pass on leaden feet.
9th April: Dash to duty. Wild rumours about a
German invasion of Denmark. The 2nd World War is
about to start. The Norwegian coast was mined
yesterday to prevent the German iron ore traffic
passing down through territorial waters…. One
o’clock news: very serious situation, Denmark
overrun, Germany begins to invade Norway.
Ultimatum to Sweden.
The weakest to the
wall……….. rumours of a naval engagement in the
North Sea. The face of the world has changed
overnight – older, grimmer - there is a war on. Who
knows where it will end?
These extracts give only a flavour of Tom’s diary
written in a Boots (the Chemist) Scribbling Diary.
Very shortly we are hoping to publish facsimiles of
this diary. If you would be interested in having a
full copy which shows all the inserts, please will
you let me know. I will, no doubt, include further
extracts in the next Newsletter.
*****
In the last two Newsletters, I quoted from Brian
Terry’s book: A Third of a Bin. I’m delighted to
say that his book is available from Barnett’s
Bookshop and it will be supporting the Wadhurst
History Society. The price is around £9 - £10, I
think.
*****

[Tom continued serving in Church and working with
the Scouts besides doing the day job. He enjoyed
going to see films (Three Smart Girls with Deanna
Durbin, Arms and the Man, Red Gauntlet, Goodbye

Following the talk about THE LUCKE FAMILY,
Joan Angus would be grateful to receive any
further information about them. Please let
Arthur Dewar or one of us know.
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Notes from the Editor.

“Spraty” Thompsett – lived at Pook Pit House
“Shaky” Smith – postman
“Hardtimes” Jack Brown
“Giant” (Albert) Barnet – opposite what is now
David Horner’s at Best Beech)
“Dutchy” Agard (1928/30 – had cows in Court
Lodge area of Best Beech
“Dusty” Millar - stoker at Wadhurst College – 1930s
“Bumper” Hemsley
“Wiggy” Snip
“Sugar” Clams – worked in shop at Cousley Wood
“Snowball” Gibb
OVER TO YOU, PLEASE!

The next Newsletter should appear in about three months’
time. It would be good to receive comments and
information from Members for inclusion and also any
questions that you may have. Somebody may well know
the answer(s). Such contributions should be sent to The
Editor, Chequers, Stone Cross Road, Wadhurst TN5 6LR
or e-mailed to handew@waitrose.com before
FRIDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2016.

And another query but much shorter:
2. In the Lower High Street, there is Walters Cottage
and further down, there are Walters Cottages –
WHO WAS WALTER? and
WHAT DID HE DO?

INTRIGUING QUESTIONS
come to mind sometimes down at the Centre.
PLEASE CAN YOU HELP?

*****
WADHURST HISTORY SOCIETY EVENTS

1. When we were working on the reminiscences of Stan
Kennard, we loved all the nicknames that he used. We
would like to discover some of the real names. Why they
were given the said nicknames?

* Sunday, 24th July – Garden Party at Snape Clock
House – 3 – 5 pm. Delicious afternoon tea, delightful
gardens and the Wadhurst Brass Band to entertain us.
Let’s hope for fine weather. Tickets £10 from Rachel
Ring. No raffle but baskets of flowers for sale.
* Saturday 17th September – coach trip to Deal and
Walmer Castles. Leaving Greyhound at 8.45 am,
returning from Walmer at 4 pm. Tickets are £34, £22 for
members of English Heritage but remember to take your
Membership cards with you.
* Saturday 15th October – Quiz Night. Make up tables
of 6, please. £6 per person.
For full details and tickets, or to book, please contact
Rachel on 01892 783455.

“Doggy” Ellis at Ivy Chimneys. Born 1899-ish.
Which brother was he? Was he the one whose
horse would take him home after the Pub?
O T Corke nicknamed “Bungey” Why?
“Shuff” Luck - real name and why? We think he
may have been the builder.
“Spider” Manktelow ? ?
“Steamboat” Bill (steam engine driver who worked
for Baldwins at the works in Durgates).
“Cock” Humphrey – so called because of his flaming
red hair. Name?
“Truggy” Brooker – gardener at Monks Park 1880s
“Fatty” Goodsall (bus driver with Leyland buses
Tunbridge Wells to Ticehurst)
“Stumpy” Gadd (shop with garage behind)
“Wiggy” Knight - teacher when Mr Bocking was
headmaster
“Puff Puff” – Eddie Winter, Mayfield footballer.
“Epsy” Baldwin
“Winkle” Chapman (butcher ? in Durgates)
“Sugar” Hodge
“Blower” Baldwin (former soldier)
“Strawberry Nose” or “Baron de Grif” Griffin (slept
rough in a shed at the Greyhound)
“Newt” Thomsett
“Sunshine” Baldwin (worked at Black Barn, Stone
Cross) – real name?
“Harpy” Adams – coachman for Dr Wilkin

*****
WADHURST HISTORY SOCIETY GOODS
We hope that our CALENDARS will be available for
sale at the Garden Party. We are also printing CARDS
and NOTELETS as well as CHRISTMAS CARDS. Please
support our efforts to raise money for our facilities
and equipment and thus benefit the community of
Wadhurst.
*****
To see more of our archives, consult our website:
www.wadhursthistorysociety.org
Newsletter printed by Digital Image Solutions
Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DY
Email: rez@dis-ltd.com Tel: 0845 0949485
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