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The second Annual General Meeting of the Society, held on Wednesday 7 December 2005, was attended by a remarkable total of

95 members - attracted by the offer of mince pies and mulled wine. The Chairman reported good attendance at all meetings
during the past year: especially popular had been the talks given by people known to us - Ron Lewis talking about being an evac-
uee, Nei | Roseb6s somewhat traumatic talk about the Railway in Wat
Woodwarddés topical talk on Nelson, the Myths and the -Tenenanfobthe t i mec
Battle of Trafalgar. Outings and socials, including visits to Lewes and Chatham, an English wine and cheese tasting and the sum-
mer barbecue at Walland, had also been very successful.
The Treasurer reported on a very successful year T even better than had been anticipated: instead of the forecast 150 mem-
bers, there were 168. A very generous £500 donation had meant we could purchase a really large, good quality screen
which was much appreciated. Newsletter costs had increased because printing was now contracted out; nevertheless the
end of year [30 Sept] balance had risen from £1757 in 2004 to £4121 in 2005.
The AGM then discussed an application for charitable status and unanimously agreed that this was a desirable objective; the
meeting also gave unanimous agreement to the changes in constitution and rules that would be needed.
Apart from separating the functions of trustees and other members of the management committee, the principal alteration
was in the objectives of the Society which now read:
To advance the publicdés education in the local history of Wadburst and
tion, collation and dissemination to the public of relevant information and by the conduct of meetings, lectures and visits t oplaces
of historical interest.
Michael Blease set the principles behind the talk programme: a little education, a little enlightenment and a lot of entertai n-
ment. A varied programme was planned for 2006 with two speakers being invited back T Neil Rose to summarise his first

talk on the railway and continue the story, and Chris Wade who would talk about smuggling; the pugilistic vicar, Michael

Insley, would be coming to talk about the last prize fight. Rachel Ring then outlined the events planned for 2006: an even-

ing to markthe 50 ™ Anniversary of the Meteor crash which changed the face of Wadhurst for ever, a visit to the Chichester

Flower festival, a visit to Bletchley Park and a barbecue at Olives Manor. Members suggested several other possible events.

David James had agreed to co  -ordinate the work of the task groups from now on: one of the key priorities for most of the

groups had been to research material for the Societyds first publ
would work towards another area of the history of Wadhurst, still to be finally decided. Heather Woodward then briefly ex-

plained what each task group had done during the year and introduced the new book Victorian Wadhurst I Glimpses of

Our Past . Written by 11 members of the Society, with many others helping with research, 16 articles explored various fac-

ets of the Victorian town iits population, patterns of employment, industry ar
poor, our churches and buildings, toligates and the railway, and family stories. 1000 copies had been printed and would be

on sale at £9; all those who paid for membership in 2006 would get a free copy - creating no precedent for any future publi-

cation - and those attending the AGM were offered the chance of buying additional copies for £7. The book itself was then
unveiled and copies distributed all round. A lively social evening closed proceedings.



Chairman Michael Harte Greenman Farm R
Wadhurst evacueebd
01892 783 292 TNS6LE In 1939 at the age of seven Ron Lewis was transported in a
Treasurer lan Adam -Smith Trewyck double decker bus with his gas mask round his neck in a
Woods Green cardboard box, from his home in West London, to live for the
01892 782 835 Wadhurst TN5 6QS next five and a half years near Chalfont St Giles in Bucking-
Secretary Heather Woodward Chequers hamshire. Ron re[r.linded.us that, at the start of the War
Stone Cross Rd three and a half milion children were evacuated from cities
01892 783 212 Wadhurst TN5 6LR considered vulnerable to enemy bombing to the countryside.
. He remembered most seeing his parents standing forlorly on
John Breeze Puck Hill . ) .
Station Road the pavement, near their home in London, not knowing when
01892 782 586 Wadhurst TNS 6RT he would see them again nor exactly where he was going.
Visits & Events Rachel Ring Chestnuts On arrival at their destination the children were met by the
Secretary Stone Cross Road | adies of the Womenés Voluntary
01892 783 455 Wadhurst TN5 6LR inspected them for nits and
. first hosts turned out to be not very welcoming to their seven
Management Committee year old guest and before long he was moved to an altogeth-
Chairman Michael Harte and Editor er different house in the village of Jordans. A house with a
) telephone and refrigerator neither of which Ron had seen
Treasurer lan Adam -Smith . . .
before and three indoor lavatories not to mention a house-
Secretary Heather Woodward maid / cook called Gertrude who was from the Black Forest
Trustee John Breeze and became his mentor and friend.
the Isle of Man at the beginning of the war, as a German
Visits Secretary  Rachel Ring and Events National, with her subsequent release, is another story.
Bocking/Parish  Bryan Bell Church House Ron remembered his time in the well -ordered and formal
Councillink Church Street household with fondness. Initially he went to school in
01892 782845 Wadhurst TNS 6AR Chalfont St Giles a two mile walk each way on his own and
Committee Jan Comerford Fortunes then finally for two and a half happy terms at the Royal
member Turners Green Road Grammar School High Wycombe.
01892 783182 Wadhurst TN5 6TU .
When Monty had received the surrender of the German
Task group David James Markwicks Forces on Luneburg Heath, Ron was told to go home. He had
co-ordinator Cousley Wood quite forgotten that children were expected to help around the
01892890330 N5 6HG house and had some preliminary problems in settling back to
Meetings Martin Turner The Colleens life as a London kid.
Organiser 01892 783 803 #?\lvgeé:é’ usiey Wood In 1946 the family who had been his host during his time as

The Trustees

Meeting schedule in 2006

Commemoration Hall

- 19:30 for 20:00

Notes on Society Meetings
Wednesday 28 September: 6Memories

an evacuee moved to the West Country, but Ron never lost
touch. He and his wife Joan last visited them with their baby
son, 20 years later.

Gertrude finally returned to Germany where she died at the
age of 95 having just received an early Christmas present

12 Jan : Bob Ogley: Doodlebugs and Rockets

Friday 20 January 2006: tomarkthe 50 ™ anniversary of the disas-
trous Meteor crash on the High Street, the History Society is arranging
an evening in the Commemoration Hall to look at the accident and the
consequences for our high street. The presentation will include news-
reel, archive TV material and some home movie footage; we will look
at the RAF reports on the accident and at details of the aeroplane; we
will also draw on recollections from people directly involved in the
crash and its aftermath, and show evidence of the buildings in the high
street before and after the crash. This will be an additional meeting
with an entry charge of £2, which will go to the Commemoration Hall
roof fund. The bar will be open from 19:30 and tea, coffee and cakes
will be available after the presentation, while you look round the dis-
play material of old newspapers and photographs.

from Ron.

Ron kept us riveted with his dramatic and polished talk which
was much enjoyed by those who could remember the war
and equally by those who could not. Martin Turner

Saturday 1 October: -dn the

A full coach set out early from the Greyhound for the Society
outing to Chatham Dockyard. Apart from a hiccup with the
guides - in period costume - the day proved very rewarding.
Starting with a fascinating tour round parts of the dockyard,
including the excellent museum, we broke for lunch

or food in the restaurant. After that there was time for
individual exploration & the bold [or fool -hardy] crawling
through HM Submarine Ocelot, others took the easier tours

Footsteps of Nel

- picnics

9 Feb : John Ray: Changing Role of Women since 1700

O9Mar : Neil Rose: G6Return Ticketd the "WddhsWerdWarkdestioygriMS Cavgligr or the Victori-
. . an naval sloop HMS Gannet. Then on board the paddle

13 Apr - Peter Jones: Chartwell steamer Kingswear Castle for a river trip down the Medway to

11 May : Chris McCooey: Sussex Characters i the Thames, full of unexpected sights - and the usual enter-
Wacky, Weird, Wonderful taining, and occasionally boozy, company that we have come

8Jun : Chris Wade: Smugglers in Kent to expect on our outings.

13 Jul : lan Currie: Droughts Deluges & Dust Devils - Wednesday 2 No \WNesob e rthe Myths and the
300 years of weather Trut hsod

12 Oct : Carol Griffiths: The Cinque Ports This was t he title of Heat her Wo

9Nov : Michael Insley: The Last Prize Fight ilustrated and highly relevant talk given very close to the

14Dec © AGM: Membersd talks & social 200th anniversary year of the battle of Trafalgar - 21 October



1805. We were told that
only 9 years old and at the age of 12 he went to sea starting
on a merchant ship. He suffered from depression, ill health
and seasickness. Three months before his 21 s pirthday he
became a Post Captain and then had 8 years in continuous
command of various ships. He was inordinately vain, loved to

dress up in his uniform and medals, had an insatiable appetite

for praise, was a maverick and as flawed as most people are.

Nel sonés popularity with
from their admiration for him as a bold and courageous leader
and their awareness of his concern for them. He had a deep
interest in the lot of the ordinary seaman and particularly their
health, much of which Nelson attributed to their diet.

For example he instituted a daily ration of lemon juice for all

the sailors in the fleet to ward off scurvy. As for his captains,

he allowed them to exercise their own skill and judgement;

once battle had been joined, he never overrode their deci-
sions nor undermined their authority. All this made him a
leader and commander without equal at the time. Possibly
the fact that he was a bit of a maverick helped to make him

so well loved.

After he had met and fallen for Emma Hamilton, he was
particularty cruel to his wife Fanny and treated her with
contempt, as did Emma. Fanny on the other hand continued
to |l ook after Nelsonés ailing
to his fatherds death in

Emma we were told came from humble origins and probably
eamned her living as a young woman as a prostitute. Despite
the ménage a trois which existed with Nelson, Emma and Sir
William Hamilton, Hamilton seemingly accepted the situation
without outward complaint. Emma for her part remained
loyal to Sir William up to the end of his life in 1803. After
Nelson died at Trafalgar, Emma was ignored by English
society and ended her life in 1815 in Calais in poverty. Emma
and Nelson had a daughter called Horatia. She eventually
became the wife of the vicar of Tenterden.

Heat her |l ead us expertly
through his long pursuit of the French fleet and in considera-
ble detail through the battle of Trafalgar itself. The training of
the British Fleet was superior to the French and Spanish; for
example the British were able to reload in 90 seconds where-
as the French and Spaniards took about 5 minutes. The
British seamanship was also superior as was demonstrated in
the speed with which their ships were manoeuvred. It seems
inevitable that all this should lead to victory, but the battle
was still a close run thing.

What other myths and truths did Heather tell us? Nelson
never did say Al see no
his last words were fGod
eye that was damaged, but he never wore an eye patch. It

was his right arm that he lost - not always portrayed correctly
infims and in pictures.

and

Even before this anniversary year, there had been 1000
biographies written about Nelson and 30 monuments erected

world wide. Winston Churchill idolised him and had a bust on

his desk. Martin Turner

1802.
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Victorian Scandal at its best
The case of Amelia Payne Guilford

On 18 March 1900 Amelia Payne Guilford was charged with
having feloniously caused to be inserted in the registry of
births for the Frant sub district of Ticehurst Sussex, a false
entry relating to the birth of a female child at Tunbridge
Wells on March 10 1900, and with having unlawfully made
false statements with reference to the birth of such child.

ubisttyogher chifd s

Ne |l s o n &The prisonerhwde wasl statedito he 6k years lnfeagennzas

ried her present husband Mr. Walter Sale Guilford in 1897,
she being then a widow with two children. Under the will
Il eft by Mr. Guil forddés f at
would have been entitled to a share in the estate which was
valued of £30,000.

The prisoner had on March 10 called at the Registry Office
in Frant Road Tunbridge Wells and asked to register the
command stemmed
She stated that the child had been born on February 3, that
the name to be given to the child was Violet Alice Muriel,
that the father was Walter Sale Guilford, and she also gave
her name as that of the mother. She then obtained a copy
of the entry in the register.

The child in fact belonged to a woman who had shortly be-
fore advertised in a local paper for somebody who would be
willing to adopt a baby.

The prisoner, who lived at Wadhurst, took lodgings in Tun-
bridge Wells for a fortnight on February 2; she then called
upon the mother of the child at 61 Frant Road, took the
baby back to her lodgings, and represented to the landlady
that it was the daughter of her niece.

She returned to her home with the baby at the end of Feb-
ruary and there gave a circumstantial account of its birth to

prisoner was watched, and she was arrested soon after she
had caused the birth of the child to be registered. The jury
found the prisoner Guilty, and she was sentenced to eight
months imprisonment in the second division.

Family History
Amelia Paine WILLIAMS was born Mar 1840 in Liskeard
Cornwall. In the 1881 census we trace Amelia who is now
Mrs. POTTS at 20 St Stephens Avenue Middlesex.
Tom Tomalyn POTTS aged 44 - born Daventry; Northamp-
ton Chemi stds Assistant

Amelia POTTS aged 40 Born Liskean [sic] , Cornwall

t hr o uldsihg the\venw freebimd.co.uk srebsgite wéb fimd at birte rec;

orded in Fulham Dec Qtr 1881. ( 1a234)
Mina AlbertaV TOMALYN - POTTS

Followed in the Jun. Qtr 1885 by the death of Tom Tomalyn
POTTS age 47 in Paddington.

Amelia Paine TOMALYN POTTS then marries, in July 1887 in
Fulham, Walter Sale GUILFORD (1a 645)

By 1901, we can only assume that Amelia has served her
sentence and the family is still living in Colleens, Cousley
Wood and have managed to adopt the baby!" The census

shows:

D o o M
living' on own means

Amelia GUILFORD aged 45 born Cornwall Liskeard
Alberta GUILFORD aged 19 born London Shepherds Bush
Edith GUILFORD aged 17 born Birmingham

Hazel WYATT aged 1 Adopted Baby born Tunbridge Wells

Note the age stated for Amelia in 1901 is 15 yrs YOUNGER
than when she was put on trial in 1900.

Hazel Wyatt was the baby in the court case.

Alberta GUILFORD married Yung Hsi HSIAO in Marylebone
Dec Qtr 1904 and had at least one child Murial Olive HSIAO
in Jun Qtr 1907.

Anybody know what happened to Hazel WYATT??
P.S. £30,000 in 1900 is equivalent of £1.8 million today
Sources:

Courier March 21st 1900
Times July 16th 1900
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