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NEWSLETTER NO. 8 - Sep 2005
More on Windmills
From “Windmills at Work in East Sussex” by Brigid Chapman from the research material of Maurice Lawson Finch, published by S B Publications 2004 – copyright holder Eileen Finch. Available from good bookshops price £7.50.

Brigid Chapman has this to
say about the windmills of
Wadhurst:
“The post mill at Riverhall may
well have been the model for
the painting on the postcard,
pictured here, for Maurice
Lawson Finch has this note in
his file:
On Rother mill stream
FOR SALE JUNE 1983
MILL HOUSE, RIVERHALL
WADHURST
He has no further information
on this mill but plenty on
Riseden post mill, shown on
maps from 1823 on a site
south of Riseden Road (TQ
621303) [and used above for
the Society’s newsletter]. It
collapsed on a still day in 1910
and its roundhouse with the
mill's fallen main post protruding from it was a feature of
the garden of Windmill Cot-

tage, Riseden Road, when Mr
R Overton was living there.
He had pulled the centre post
down with the aid of a rope
and a windlass in 1973 and
set the top of it in a square
flag-stoned flower bed in the
lawn behind his house. And
he had placed three of the
millstones within the paving of
the patio.
There is little surviving physical evidence of other mills
around Wadhurst. The post
mill that stood behind the Mill
House Cousley Wood, which
faces the B2100 Wadhurst to
Lamberhurst road, was in a
dilapidated state in 1885 and
has now totally disappeared.
Standen's mill, shown on
Bestbeech Hill in 1795 and
White's mill, shown near
Butcher's Wood, on maps
from 1866-1894, have also
vanished without trace.”
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Meeting Schedule for 2005
Commemoration Hall—19:30 for 20:00
Wed 2 Nov
Wed 7 Dec

Heather Woodward:
Nelson: the Myths and the Truths
AGM - members’ talks and social

Dates for 2006:

Thur 12 Jan

Thur 9 Feb

Thur 9 Mar

Thur 13 Apr

Thur 11 May

Thur 8 Jun

Thur 13 Jul

Thur 12 Oct

Thur 9 Nov

Thur 14 Dec

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 30 September:- Open Meeting - in the Mayfield Memorial Hall - to mark the Mayfield History Society’s 30th Anniversary. Doors open at 18:30 for a Local
History Exhibition with images of the Elizabethan Mayfield
Cannon salvaged off Gravesend only last year, forged at
the Mayfield Gun Foundry of Sir Thomas Gresham, together with copies of the original Patents for Cannon production only just discovered at the Lewes Record Office.
Followed at 19:30 by Archive Films about Sussex and
Sussex Life by Tim Cornish. WHS members will be made
welcome.
CHATHAM DOCKYARD
Saturday 1 October:- Our autumn visit will be to Chatham
Dockyard, leaving The Greyhound at 09:00. After coffee/
tea, we have a 1½ hour conducted tour ‘In the Footsteps of
Nelson’; this will set the background for our meeting on 2
Nov when Heather Woodward will be talking about Nelson.
After lunch and private exploration, we join the Kingswear
Castle for a cruise along the Medway. We will return to Wadhurst by 18:30.
RR

Saturday 8 Oct:- East Grinstead Local History Fair is taking
place in the Meridian Hall, East Grinstead from 10:00 to
16:30. Last year’s fair was an eye opener about what other
societies have achieved - well worth a visit.
Wednesday Oct 19:- at 14:00 Dr Ian Beavis will be leading a walk round Tunbridge Wells Common, starting from
the Fir Tree Road carpark. If wet, the visit will be round the
Museum.
Monday Oct 24:- Dr. Ann Kneif (a historian and also a
guide at Leeds Castle in Kent) will be giving a presentation
and talk on Leeds Castle in Bells Yew Green Village Hall at
19:30. Tickets are £3 each (to include tea and biscuits afterwards) and can be obtained from Frant Village Stores or
at the door. Further information is available from Sue Petrie
(01892 542 894 or e-mail at smp3007@aol.com).

Notes on Society Meetings
Wednesday 1 June:- Putting Batemans to Bed
Our talk by June Laycock centred on what in most households might be called spring-cleaning. The normal household, having got the house dirtier in the winter than in the
summer, does its spring-cleaning in the spring whilst the
National Trust having put the house to good use in the more
clement seasons of the year has to do its spring-cleaning
between November and March.
But the use to which it is put consists of 75000 visitors and
this puts much pressure on the fabric of the house and its
contents. Together with many interesting and amusing
tales and readings about the Kipling family, June told us
about the hows and whys of putting the house to bed.
Every item in the house has its own specialised treatment to
prepare it for the next season and these treatments need
their own implements. These include pony hair and hogs
hair brushes together with badger hair shaving brushes for
the books. The furniture is polished (once a year only),
moved to the middle of the room, covered with acid free
tissue and then its own special cover; all the while the
cleaners are wearing cotton gloves. Chairs are lifted by the
legs only so as not to put stress on the backs.
It is not moth that is a problem with the carpets but the
woolly bear, the larva of the carpet beetle. Accordingly
carpets are hoovered on both sides, then rolled and put in a
cupboard. Squeezed cotton wool dipped in mild detergent
cleans porcelain; any gilding is not touched at all. The
problems for the books include silver fish and woodworm.
Members of NADFAS clean all the books; these must not be
taken off the shelf by the spine but carefully lifted down,
brushed page by page, and replaced on the shelf making
sure that the back edge does not touch the back of the
shelf. The books still smell smoky, 70 years after Kipling’s
death.
If any real problems occur, the services of the senior National Trust conservators are available for advice or practical
assistance. And then there’s still the garden and the mill to
put to bed as well!
Jeremy Oldershaw
Wednesday 6 July:- Military Aviation in Northern
France
Kicking off Wadhurst’s week of celebration and remembrance - 60 years after the end of World War II and 90
years after the Battle of Aubers Ridge - the Society exploited
the links built with Aubers by the Twinning Association and
invited Jocelyn Leclerq to cross the Channel and give us the
benefit of his encyclopædic knowledge of the exploits of the
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Royal Flying Corps and the RAF over the fields of northern
France in both World Wars.
Fascinated by the subject since his childhood, Joss has
become one of the few acknowledged experts in this field,
both through extensive reading and by serious research
with a small group of friends. Speaking in impeccable
English, he enthralled the largest audience we have had to
date with a mixture of battle history and personal details
about some of the pilots involved across both wars.
He began his talk with an aerial photo of Aubers on 21
March 1915, just before the battle that led to our twinning,
and mentioned some of the British airmen who lost their
lives in the skies of the Weppes: Albert Ball, Mick Mannock,
William Rhodes-Moorhouse VC.
Moving on to the Second World War, he briefly mentioned
the deployment of early British mobile radar units to northern France in 1939 - and their hasty withdrawal with the
collapse of France in 1940. He then gave us a fascinating
insight into the air battles over the Weppes area in 1940
and later during the war.
Joss did not limit his talk to British airmen but explored in
detail the career of some of the Polish airmen, who fought
with us: Jozef Bondar, flying a Spitfire, was finally shot down
on his way to Commines; Joss was instrumental in constructing a memorial to him in Aubers. He also did some
remarkable detective work over the fate of Sgt Bramble,
who was shot down on 21 July 1941. His talk concluded
with some details of the ‘Easter bombing’ of a railway
marshalling yard at Lomme on the night of 9/10 April 1944,
when 168 Halifax bombers, 22 Stirlings and 40 Lancasters
dropped more than 2000 bombs on the area, killing some
500 local inhabitants.
All in all a remarkable performance from a remarkable man:
an evening to remember.
MJH
Sunday 31 July:- Mad Jack - by foot
The History Society was grateful to be part of the wider
life of Wadhurst in July. The month began with our part in
the 60/90 celebrations through Joss Leclercq’s informative
talk and ended with a kind invitation from Wadhurst
Footpaths Society to join its members on a tour of the
follies which Mad Jack Fuller had erected around his Rose
Hill estate in the early 19th Century.
After Geoff
Hutchinson’s celebration with us of Mad Jack earlier in the
year, it was good to see the follies at first hand, brought
to life by Paul Eldridge’s excellent guidance during a five
mile ramble. The forecast had predicted a dry afternoon,
but it did not entirely start that way for the twenty three
walkers, some in optimistic shorts and T shirts.
We began near Brightling Needle itself, which may well
have been a tribute to Wellington and Waterloo, like
similar obelisks in Phoenix Park and in the Border Country.
We then walked over to the first of Mad Jack’s buildings,
the Coadestone summerhouse which he had put up in
1803. A little further on we had our first sight of the
Rotunda Temple, its Grecian style prominent in the middle
of Brightling Park. The Temple was a feature of one of
Turner’s paintings when he had been on one of his visits
to Jack. The next stop was at Brightling’s beautiful
church, adjacent to Rose Hill itself, and the huge mausoleum pyramid which Jack Fuller had negotiated from the
vicar in the corner of the churchyard.
Clearing skies brought a lovely walk through the Sussex
countryside to the Tower and then to the Sugar Loaf. The
Tower may have been Jack’s means of checking progress
on the repair of Bodiam Castle which he had bought in
1828. The Sugar Loaf may have been his instant re-

sponse to a need to win a wager that the tower of Dallington Church could be seen from his home. It could not,
but the rapidly erected Sugar Loaf was a convincing
substitute.
It was a fascinating and exhilarating afternoon. Thank
you to the members of our excellent Footpaths Society,
and to Paul Eldridge in particular, for their thoughtfulness
in including us in their programme.
DJ
Sunday 7 August SUMMER BARBECUE:- by kind invitation of Malcolm and Marion Williams at Walland. The sun
shone, the company good, the food excellent, what more
could one ask for…? Our thanks to Marion and Malcolm for
their welcome, to John Lamplugh for the pig and the hours
spent cooking it, to the people who brought, erected and
dismantled marquees and furniture, to those who gave
raffle prizes or brought produce for sale or prepared food,
and to all those ‘on duty’ on the day. Finally, our thanks to
all who bought tickets in support!
RR

The Society’s Progress
As we approach the second anniversary of the meeting that
led to the setting up of the Wadhurst History Society, we
can see a very successful society: with 158 subscriptions,
representing 231 members, five working groups looking at
many aspects of our history, very well attended meetings
and outings, and finances that are extremely healthy. For
Christmas we plan to produce a modest book on Victorian
Wadhurst; members will, on this occasion, get one copy per
household free. Copies will also be on sale to the general
public and members to use as Christmas presents.
As members will be aware, we are also considering setting
the Society up as a charity; this would give us one substantial benefit - the recovery of income tax on subscriptions
from all those members who so agree, adding 28% to our
subscription revenue. There are other lesser benefits - not
least in our standing in the wider local history community.
Discussions with officials in the Charity Commission suggest
that charitable status is likely to be fully acceptable to the
Commission; our constitution will, however, need amendment. The Commission offers a draft constitution, which
your committee believe will prove fully acceptable; it is inevitably – long and highly legalistic but, if it is accepted by
members at the Annual General Meeting in December,
charity status should follow almost automatically.
The main change is that the Society has to be run by an
elected group of Trustees, rather than a simple committee
as at present; the duties of the Trustees are not seen as
particularly onerous – and the draft constitution allows the
Trustees to delegate the daily running of the Society to a
management committee, which we suggest should be organised on the same lines as the present committee, with
the Trustees ex officio members of that committee and reserving unto themselves the major policy and financial decisions of the charity.
The draft constitution will be available to members at the
November meeting and on the History Society website; as it
runs to eight sides of A4 fine type, we do not plan to circulate copies to every member of the Society but, of course,
any member who cannot see a copy at the November
meeting or access the text on the website, is welcome to
ask any committee member for a copy.
There will also be revised rules for the day to day running of
the Society; these too will be available in November for discussion at the AGM.
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‘The History, Antiquities, and Topography of the County of Sussex’
Thomas Walker Horsfield F.S.A. Sussex Press Lewes 1835
WADHURST
“This parish is extensive, stretching full five miles from
north to south, and in some parts more than four in width.
Ticehurst, Rotherfield, Frant and Mayfield form its boundaries. The village is inconsiderable, and is distant from
Tunbridge Wells six miles, and from London forty-two.
The road from Battle to the Wells passes through it. The
population, in 1831, was 2,256.
The landed property of the parish is chiefly held by the
Marquis of Camden and George Courthope, Esq.
Maple Hurst Cottage is the residence of Major Haly.
The surface is hilly, and diversified with wood. Wheat,
oats, barley, and beans are produced in average quantities from the soil, which varies considerably in quality.
The parish contains 10,170 acres, of which 464 were, in
1833, devoted to the growth of hops.
The parish is nominally divided into six parts, which are
called quarters, viz: Town-quarter, Conseywood-quarter,
Weak-quarter, Faircrouch-quarter, Bivelham-quarter, and
Reseden-quarter [sic].
High Town, in this parish, was, as early as the reign of
Henry VII, the property and residence of the family of
Maunser, and so continued for several centuries. It afterwards passed to John Newington, Esq., of the Ticehurst
family, and from him to the family of Baker, of Mayfield.
Faircrouch was an ancient house, built of the same sandstone as the church, but was in a state of decay a century
and a half ago.
The family of Whitfield had formerly considerable property
here, which on the marriage of Martha, daughter and coheiress of Thomas Whitfield, with Richard Ballard, of Horton, Kent, passed to that family.
Another ancient family was that of Dunmoll, who resided
and had considerable property here. On the death of the
last Dunmoll, the property passed to his daughters and co
-heiresses, one of whom married Thomas Mercer, Esq., of
Hawkhurst, the other Thomas Hickes, Esq. It afterwards
became the sole property of Mr. Mercer, whose son, John
Dunmoll Mercer, Esq., dying 1832, S.P., the property
passed to the descendants of his sister and heiress, Elizabeth, who married Samuel Durrant, of Hawkhurst, Esq.
The living is a vicarage in the peculiar jurisdiction of the
Archbishop of Canterbury. It was rated in Pope Nicholas’
taxation at nine marks, and is valued in the king’s books
at £15. 1s. ½d. It is in the patronage of the warden and
fellows of Wadham College, Oxford, to whom it was given
by one of the family of Ayniscamp, the former owners.
The present incumbent is the Rev. Robert Barlow Gardener. There is no land, a small plot only excepted, belonging
to the vicarage.
The church, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, is partly in
the early and partly in the later style of English architecture. It is large but very dark. It consists of a chancel,
nave, and side aisles, with galleries. It has a high and
shingled spire, in which are six musical bells.
[then follows a series of monumental inscriptions from the
church]
Of the ancient family of Barham who for upwards of two
centuries resided here, Mr. Nicholas Barham, an eminent
lawyer, gained the most notoriety. Being destined for the
bar, he received a liberal education, and having distinguished himself at the university, entered at one of the
inns of court. He did not long remain in obscurity, but

soon rose to considerable eminence on the Oxford Circuit.
Devoting great attention to his profession, and possessing
commanding talents, great industry, and considerable
eloquence, he was brought under the notice of Queen
Elizabeth’s government, and ultimately advanced to the
station of Queen’s Serjeant. It is whilst in this latter office
that we find the materials for an estimate of his character.
As Queen’s Serjeant, it was a portion of his duty to arrange and apply the evidence on all state prosecutions;
and this duty he performed on the occasion of the important trial of Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk, for high
treason, in the court of the Lord High Steward of England,
on the 16th January, 1571-2. In the Harleian Collections
are preserved some MS. notes, which appear to have
been written by him previously to the trial, for the purpose
of arranging his own thoughts and enabling him to apply
the evidence to the indictment so as to be clearly understood by his peers; which show at once the care and attention with which he devoted himself to his profession,
and the discrimination and acuteness with which he applied all the trivial circumstances of the case so as to form
a connecting link of evidence; and in his selection from
depositions, he evinced his zeal for the interests of the
court rather than what, in our own times, would be considered a fair and impartial epitome.
Throughout the trial he proved himself to be not only an
intelligent and well-read lawyer, but also a gentleman of
considerable attainments. In one part, however, of the
evidence he, in accordance with the custom of the crown
lawyers of the time, in his anxiety to serve the interests of
his employer and gloss over what might bear against his
side of the question, most stoutly denied that the rack
was applied to a witness named Bannister, although by a
letter from Sir Thomas Smith to Lord Burleigh, dated 20th
September, 1571, preserved amongst Mardin’s State Papers, the fact of the application of torture is distinctly
avowed. With this single exception, we fully acquiesce in
the praises bestowed on his talents by his contemporaries.
He died a very few years afterwards at the assizes of Oxford, in 1577, of the extraordinary gaol-fever particularly
described by Camden, and mentioned by other historians.
There are several charities in this parish: one was given
by Thomas Whitfield, of Worth. It consisted of three
almshouses and twelve cord of wood for six poor families
yearly, and £10. per annum being a rent charge for the
use of the poor.
William Kitchenham, in 1670, left £5. to the poor, and a
rent charge of 10s. per annum for the relief of the most
ancient poor, and 10s. for a sermon on Ascension Day for
ever. In 1685, Thomas Young bequeathed £1. per annum for the same purpose. Another rent charge of one
pound a year for the poor was left by Samuel Plaisted, in
1760.
In 1730, John Barham, Esq., left a rent charge of £5. for
the education of twelve poor children. The master’s salary
is augmented by a further annuity of £5. from the inhabitants. Mr. Barham also left twelve two-penny loaves to
twelve poor persons who receive no relief from the parish,
to be distributed every Sunday after evening service.
The registers commence in 1604, but are defective during
the Commonwealth.
[p 412-415]
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The Cutbush Family continued
After completing my last article on the Cutbush family,
which appeared in the March 2005 newsletter, I decided
to visit Leatherhead in an attempt to discover some of the
places that Laura, George and their brother Walter would
have known.
I was also very pleased to discover, along with the help of
a fellow researcher who provided me with the details,
Laura and George on the 1861 census, thereby giving
their whereabouts in all the censuses that they would
have been alive for.
To recap:- their brother Walter was still in Wadhurst in
1861, living with his mother Elizabeth and his stepfather
William Reed and his two younger half-sisters Flora Jane
and Celia Elizabeth at the blacksmiths in St James’s
Square.

I found that George Cutbush had moved to Hampshire
where he was a draper’s assistant in Draper's Bazaar,
Commercial Road, Portsmouth and his sister Laura was
also a draper’s assistant but she was along the coast at
Southampton. It seems the siblings were learning their
late father’s trade. When they reached 21 they were entitled to money from their father’s estate. Laura would
have reached 21 in 1859 and George in 1860. Walter had
to wait until 1862 to receive his share.
We know that George married Mary Jane Walker at St
Martins-in-the-Fields in January 1865 and in February his
sister Laura married Alfred John Blaker at the same
church. Alfred was an ironmonger who was born in
Worthing. Laura and Alfred had two children, Alfred
George in 1866 and William in 1868. Both children were
born in Leatherhead. George and Mary Jane also had two
children, Laura Jeannie born 1867 and George Walker in
1868. Sadly Laura Jeannie died the following year.
Walter Cutbush had married Mary Jane Cutbush’s sister
Isabel in May 1867 at the same church as his siblings had
married. It is nice to think of the three children being so
close and planning their lives and livelihoods round each
other. George and Walter opened their own grocer and
draper shop and the following advertisements appear in a
Street Directory for 1867:‘Cutbush George J and Walter, Grocers and linen drapers,
Bridge Street, Leatherhead.’
‘Blaker Alfred, Furnishing and general ironmonger, gas
fitter, whitesmith and well hanger, iron fencing and hurdles etc, and dealer in agricultural implements, North
Street, Leatherhead.’
On arriving in Leatherhead I made straight for the centre
of the town with high hopes of finding Blakers Brothers
store. Unfortunately for me most of the centre of Leatherhead has been redeveloped, so I was unable to see ei-

ther of the shops. However I did find the site of Alfred’s
Ironmongers which had stood in a very prominent position, right in the centre of the town. It opened in 1858
and carried on until the 1930’s, many years after Alfred’s
death in 1907. Its neighbour had been the Swan Hotel, a
very old inn, which had also been knocked down. The
shopping centre has taken its name and the site of the
Swan is now a Travelodge. Slightly disheartened I wandered around looking for Fairlight Terrace, which in 1871
was the home of Walter Cutbush, his wife and their many
children, and found once again that this sadly is no more.
I did have more luck though on my visit to the huge Parish church of St Mary and St Nicholas. I had a wander
around looking for either Laura or George, both of whom
died in Leatherhead Laura in 1870 and George in 1871. I
have to say that I was rewarded this time after only five
minutes when first to be found was Laura’s headstone
which was remarkably clear after 135 or so years, and I
was pleased to find George’s headstone almost opposite
his sisters both facing each other. His headstone was
slightly worn and it took a while to read.
Sacred to the memory of Laura Elizabeth wife of Alfred

Blaker departed this life March 19th 1870 aged 32
years. ‘Thy will be done’. Also of Louisa Jane wife of
Alfred Blaker who departed this life October 25th 1901
aged 60 years. ‘Her end was peace’. Also Alfred
Blaker who died July 16th 1907 aged 76 years. ‘Until
the day break’.
In affectionate remembrance of George John Cutbush
who died at Leatherhead 11th January 1871 aged 40
years. ‘Thy will be done’. Also Laura Jeannie daughter
of George John and Mary Jane Cutbush who died at
Leatherhead aged 13 months ‘Suffer the little children
come unto me.’
Eight years after Laura’s death Alfred remarried and went
on to have four more sons.
Walter Cutbush died in 1887 aged just 44 years at his
home in Camberwell, where his widow Isabel is living in
1901 with several of their children.
George Walker Cutbush appears in 1891 as a shop apprentice in Tunbridge Wells.
Mary Jane Cutbush married again in 1873. This time her
husband was Harry Tobitt. Born in Mayfield in 1840, he
appears in the 1851 Wadhurst census at Little Durgates
where his father is the Farmer of 112 acres. They had
several children.
Emma Richardson
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Shovers Green Chapel
In 1809, Jacob Martell decided that his beliefs were in
conflict with those of his Heathfield fraternity and in 1810
founded a Strict and Particular Baptist Church at Burwash.
This obviously flourished as the minutes of a meeting on
26th November 1815 contains the following statement
relating to twenty-four of its attendees:“These presents from the Church of Christ at Burwash
sendeth greeting, to show that we most cordially comply
with the request of the members that they should be dismissed from this church for the purpose of forming themselves into a Baptist Church in the hamlet of Shovers
Green. Accordingly they were dismissed with the full approbation of the remaining members in love; praying that
they may constantly enjoy the favor of our Lord Jesus
Christ, in whose name we bid them “Godspeed”
Signed:
William Thompson. William Waghorn. William Mepham.”
The first meetings were held somewhere in the Shovers
Green area, possibly in a building on the Whiligh Estate.
A formal corporate church body was set up on 5th March
1816:“Brother Gates of Sandhurst read over the Declaration of
Faith, and asked the persons to signify at the end of each
article, which they did by holding up their right hands; the
following were the persons (22) who gave their cordial
consent to them.
Henry Kemp
Mrs. Kemp
Isaac Hoadly
Richard Hooker
Mrs. Hooker
Mrs. Brooks
William Funnell
Mrs. Funnell
Miss Rebecca Catt
John Weeks
Mrs. Weeks
William Rabson
William Weeks
Mrs. Weeks
Samuel Weeks
George Down
John Tueson George Slade
Miss Eliz. Wakelin
Mrs. Richardson
Thomas Worsley
Mrs. Worsley
(It was noted that John Shoesmith and his wife returned
back to Burwash).
Initially the ministry was conducted by Brother Kemp and
Brother Hooker. Nathaniel Tidd was invited from Chatham to preach and eight months later on 6th November
1816 he was ordained as Pastor.
Within two weeks of his Ordination “Long Field” (50ft x
30ft) was purchased for 10s from Messrs. Stevenson &
Dann.
The minutes of the Church record on 16th November
1816:- “The church met…. and unanimously agreed that
Br. Kemp should build a Meeting of Timber, with a Gallery
and Vestry, and a room over it for a study for the Minister.”
It would appear from various notes that the congregation
had great difficulty in paying for the building:20th Apr 1817:- Mr. Kemp’s accounts were read – the
Chapel is very much in Arrears
9th June 1817:- Br. Worsley and Br. Rabson to visit Br.
Kemp to inquire into the reasons of his pouring contempt
upon the Church
10th Sept. 1817:- Mr. Kemp still manifesting his hostile
spirit and treating us with contempt; he was excluded
from the Meeting
19th Jan 1818:- Met and discussed the following question:
- “When we may hear the word of God to profit.”
20th Oct 1818:- read a letter from Mr. Kemp’s Solicitor
saying that, unless the sum of £162.9.0 outstanding is
paid, an action for its recovery will be commenced against
this Chapel

26th Nov. 1818:- Brs Hooker and Worsley went to Maidstone and paid Mr. Kemp’s lawyer, without the expense of
interest or the Lawyer’s letter. (Thus the Lord appeared
for us and delivered us from the hands of our enemies)
(No clue as to the source of the monies).

The Chapel was formally opened on 18th June 1817 with a
note that the collection was £21.0.3. of which £12.15.0
“went towards defraying the debt”.
The total construction costs are unknown but Mr. Kemp
(Carpenter) was paid £310, Mr. Mason (Bricklayer) £30,
Mr. Tully (Bricklayer) £60, Mr. Sturt (Glazier) £15.
A note in the Minutes for December 1817 allows for insurance of the Building in the amount of £400.
Nathaniel Tidd remained Pastor until August 1822 when
he moved to “The Pump Pail” Chapel at Croydon. He was
succeeded by George Down, believed to be a local man,
who remained until his death on 17th Mar 1837.
The Chapel continued without a permanent Pastor and
extracts from the minutes would seem to show some
problems:5th Aug 1838:- William Pope, Jesse Kitchenham and Stephen Tester had to be excluded “as disorderly members”
5th Nov 1840:- John Waghorne was excluded “for dishonesty and immoral conduct”
Then on the 13th May 1843, James Jones of Brabourne
was appointed.
The minutes of the following years speak of “large and
contented congregations” and of “his good and varied
works”. He stayed for a total of 45 years until his death
on 1st May 1888 aged 79 yrs.
His funeral was attended by over 300 people and the
shops in Wadhurst closed as a mark of respect.
The Chapel itself underwent some alteration in 1876, including the replacement of the original timbers with brick,
a new roof, an extension to the west side and new pews.
The last “permanent” Pastor appears to have been Alfred
Boorman (1893 to 1901).
The Centenary was marked by a special day long service
on 27th June 1917. Presided over by Pastors Boorman,
(morning) Weeks (afternoon) and Kemp (evening), tea
being “provided for 200 people”, with a note in the
minutes “We hope the day will not close without profit”.
The minute books show that George Nicholls of Ticehurst
presided over the majority of meetings both secular and
sacred from 1901 up until 30th June 1944 when “through
age and infirmity” he felt the time had come to “resign the
correspondence”.
During his time Ministers had been engaged at monthly
intervals but he had been referred to as “our Senior Dea-
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con”. The last recorded regular preacher was a Mr. Honeysett of Tenterden who continued until the Chapel was
closed and sold in the 1970’s.
Robin Head

More Sussex Dialect
James Richards (1866-1949), born in Helsum [Hailsham],
published bible translations and other pieces in the Sussex
dialect, under the name Jim Cladpole. We have received,
through a short chain from Miles Costello in Petworth, this
short extract from a little work entitled
"Bout Me or, My Ottybograffy" (1928)
Through Ashdown Forest I have roamed,
An basked on Brighton beach.
I’ve cycled down to Chichester,
An doddled through Cowbeech.

Sources:(NB/16) Chapel Minute Books at ESRO
The Strict Baptist Chapels of England (Vol.II) R.F. Chambers. (1953)
Sussex Genealogist Vol. 3 no 2.(1981)
A Brief Memoir of James Jones 45 yrs Pastor of the Strict
Baptist Chapel at Shovers Green (1889).

A titbit
from M. Pierre Descamps of the Cercle Historique d’Aubers
via the Wadhurst Twinning Association
‘Lady Pamela Fitzgerald (fille naturelle de Philippe-Égalité et
de Madame de Genlis), épouse d’Edward Fitzgerald (fils du
Duc de Leinster), décédée le 8 novembre 1831, fut inhumée
au Cimetière Montmartre à Paris.
A la fin du 19e siècle, les Fitzgerald réclamèrent la dépouille
de leur aïeule, qu’on transporta en Angleterre. Depuis le 24
août 1880, Pamela repose au bord de la Tamise, sous
l’herbe de l’ombreux cimetière du petit village de Thames
Ditton.
Dans l’enclos funèbre de la noble famille, sa tombe est placée entre celles de ses deux filles: Pamela, qui fut Lady
Campbell, et Lucy, née au temps de la proscription, qui devint Madame Lyon.’
Lady Pamela Fitzgerald (natural daughter of Philippe Égalité [=
Louis Philippe Joseph, Duc d’Orléans] and of Madame de Genlis),
wife of Edward Fitzgerald (son of the Duke of Leinster) who died on
8th November 1831, was buried in Montmartre Cemetery, Paris.
At the end of the 19th Century, the Fitzgeralds asked for the return
of the mortal remains of their grandmother which were brought
back to England. Since 24th August 1880, Pamela has lain on the
banks of the Thames under the grass of the shady cemetery of the
little village of Thames Ditton.
In the family mausoleum of the noble family, her tomb is placed
between those of her two daughters: Pamela, Lady Campbell and
Lucy, born during the French Revolution, who became Mrs. Lyon.

Extract from "Paris révolutionnaire: 'Vieilles maisons, vieux
papiers'" by G. Lenôtre.
The Cercle historique d’Aubers celebrated its 20th anniversary this year and, on Sunday 16 October, Aubers will be
hosting the 13th Forum of local historians of the Weppes in
the Aubers foyer rural. There will be sessions on the Great
War, on prisoners of war, and on the local dialect - including
‘un chansonnier patoisant du Pays du Weppes’. If anyone is
in the area that weekend, I am sure they will be made most
welcome at the foyer.

To Heighton, Denton an Tarring,
Ware awl begins wid A,
My nevvy tuk me fer a roide
Upon a nice foine day.
I’ve bin to Hefful many toimes
An let de cuckoo fly.[1]
I've often bin on de South Downs
An sin de clouds roll by.
I tuk my camera wun day
Wid me to Piddinghoe,
To try an git a photygraff
Ov magpies dat dey shoo.[2]
I tuk a walk from Helsum wunce,
To Eastbourne an Belle Tout.
An wen I got back home agen
I wos fair beazled out.
I've looked away across de sea,
From Hoary Beachy Head;
An sin de mounds, atop de Downs,
Ov em who’ve long bin dead.
I've sin trugs maad at Hossmounzes,
An ship building at Rye.
I've sin de looker, looking out[3]
In de mesh[4] at Hoss Eye.
Wid Beckett's[5] help I've glimpsed a bit
"The Spirit of the Downs",
An so I can't bear long to bide,
Jes shut up in de towns.

[1] Tradition has it that on Heflle (Heathfield) Fair day
(April 14) an old lady would let the first cuckoo out of her
bag.
[2] The old Sussex oxen were known as magpies and due
to their soft hooves and the flinty ground they required
shoeing for ploughing or carting.
[3] Looker. A shepherd, usually but not exclusively on
Romney Marsh.
[4] Mesh. Pevensey levels.
[5] Arthur Beckett, the famous Sussex author and journalist.
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Note from the Editor
The December newsletter will be available at the AGM on
Dec 7. Articles and material for inclusion should be given
to any Committee member, or to The Editor at Greenman
Farm,
Wadhurst
TN5
6LE
or
e -mail
whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 14 November please.

Q&A
This should be a regular feature of the Newsletter - the
opportunity to resolve problems that have been bothering
you for ages: so send in your queries and the answers to
earlier problems.

Information Wanted
More enquirers about the Fryerning Finishing School - now
the FTA Management Centre: the latest from Israel.
Ann Godden writes: “A relative of mine, Duncan Godden,
is on both the 1891 and 1901 censuses running the
Balaclava Inn, Pell Green, Wadhurst. I would be grateful
for any information about him or about the pub.”
All answers to the Editor as usual.

Information Received
Sussex Pond Pudding:- several people have queried the
recipe for this given in the June Newsletter. Madelyn
Meredith wrote:
“We have a slightly different take on the Sussex Pond Pudding.
For a start we call it a Sussex Puddle Pudding - the reason for the
name being given that, when you cut into the fragrant mound,
all the gooey sauce spills out creating a brown puddle around the
pud! The second difference is that our recipe calls for the whole
lemon to be used. It is well scrubbed, (and obviously an unwaxed one is preferable), and is then comprehensively pricked
all over with a skewer. It is then balanced upright on top of half
of the sugar (the darker the better) and butter, then the other
half of the sugar and butter is put on top of the lemon, and finally the lid of suet is put on. Upon serving, the lemon is of course,
by then, very soft and is cut up and shared amongst the adults,
(children find it too sharp) along with the pudding and the sauce.
Incidentally, our recipe does not have the dried fruits. That was
said to be a Kentish puddle pudding. Whichever version one
tries it certainly is a VERY rich pud, and needs only a salad or
soup to precede it.”

More on Godden of Goddensfield
[courtesy of the Courier Aug 1978 and Rosemary Pope]
“MR ARTHUR James Godden of Durgates, Wadhurst, died at his
home on Sunday after a long illness. He was 76.
For 41 years, until his retirement in 1967, he was in business as
the local undertaker, and will be remembered for the reverent
way he carried out these duties, and his kindness to the bereaved.
A native of Ham Street, near Ashford, he was apprenticed to the
carpentry trade, and came to live
in Wadhurst in 1922, working for
the late Mr Ashby, with whom he
learnt the trade of undertaker. In
1926 he started on his own as a
carpenter and undertaker, and
was married in the following year.
Apart from his business, his main
interest was sport.
In earlier
days, ice hockey, racing, point-topoint meetings, and football all
attracted him, but his greatest
love was cricket. For many years,
he had been a member of both
Kent and Sussex County Clubs
and was frequently to be seen at the main grounds right up to
last season.

Visit the Society’s website—www.wadhurst.info/whs
for updates and reports on what has been achieved by
Task Groups before the next Newsletter.

Up to the end of the last war, he was a regular supporter of
Charlton Athletic FC often working all night to get to a game on
the Saturday. He was also president and a trustee of Wadhurst
United FC and a vice-president of Wadhurst Cricket Club.
In his younger days a fine snooker player, he regularly went until
recently with the Wadhurst snooker team to matches.
He leaves a widow, a son, a daughter, and seven grandchildren.
A service was held at Wadhurst Parish Church yesterday, followed by cremation at Tunbridge Wells. The Rev F. Law (former
Vicar of Ticehurst), and The Rev A. N. H. Roscamp (formerly
Vicar of Wadhurst) officiated.”

Whispers—an earlier query answered [thanks to Paula
Yates]:- the school was in Old Snape
“During the second world war the army used Snape as a base,
as it did almost the whole of the South of England, and after that
it became a school until 1952. David Allberry remembers, as a
boy of nine, walking a long way from Wadhurst Station to a
boarding school called Whispers. ‘There were just 40 boys.
There was quite a stern regime - we all ran up the drive to the
entrance gate each morning and cold showered after breakfast!
In the main hall there was a large cupboard with a drawer at the
bottom where all our tuck was kept, doled out on Sundays. We
used to roller skate in a disused squash court which had a concrete floor which became very dusty from the steel wheels of the
skates. There was a theatre with a gallery. There was a gym
where we used to do horse and mat work, climbing ropes and
swing on trapezes. That sort of thing. I recall there was a chapel (or a room used as such) that may have been a separate
building off the drive. There was a girls' school in the vicinity also
called Whispers or had Whispers in the name, which might have
confused the postman.’
The Snape Estate was put up for auction in 1955. Divided into
twelve lots: half of which were land and woodland. Lot 9 was
the Farm and farm buildings and Lot 5 the Market Garden became part of the Clockhouse.
Behind twenty-foot high laurel bushes and a large Victorian barn
was Old Snape. It was still inter-connected: a serving hatch
went through from Snape to Snape House. The top and bottom
corridors ran through the two houses. The gate from Old Snape
garden led through to the Barn garden.
In Old Snape, the enormous kitchen beam rested entirely on a
wooden block on the welsh dresser (which was then along the
south wall of the kitchen). Signs of the school were still evident:
the tennis balls in the roof valleys blocking the down pipes and
causing flooding to the inside of the house; the boys’ namelabels on shoe cupboards and coat hooks, initials carved on the
17th century cupboard in the library next to a large blackboard
which had been screwed onto the cupboard.
A Beeston Boiler stood in the corner of the farmhouse kitchen
which had produced hot water for the 20 roomed school, fed
from a massive store of coke in a 19th century barn.”

