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The front page of a newsletter can be used for many 

purposes - but it is not often that a History Society 

can report something that is not only history but also 

a current piece of news!  Many will have seen the 

record in The Courier at the beginning of June about 

the unearthing of a bomb in The Dens south east of 

Wadhurst; below is the offending object.  After a 

patch of ground had been 

cleared with a digger for a 

new vegetable patch, the 

owner’s daughter-in-law was 

rotovating the ground, when 

she hit a large lump of metal; 

Glynn Greenfield began to 

clear around it and exposed 

the front end [to the right of 

the picture]; the metal was 

corroded but there seemed to 

be a hole about 1½” by 1”, 

which looked like a hole for a 

fuse that has been removed.  Further clearance re-

vealed the full length of the bomb—about 3½ ft and 

10” diameter.  There was no evidence of fins and the 

back end was open; the front end was extremely 

heavy.  The police were called - and arrived in 20 

minutes; to inspect it, Glynn moved the bomb and 

concluded it weighed around 250 kg. 

Although the explosive had clearly been emptied 

from the bomb, the Royal Logistics Corps bomb dis-

posal unit was called in for advice.  Their assessment 

was that the bomb was almost certainly a penetra-

tion device or ‘bunker buster’.  It lacked any sign of 

a hook on the front end, which suggests it was car-

ried by a Stuka, in a rack under the wing ; other 

German bombers had their bomb loads hanging ver-

tically in the belly of the airframe. The aircraft was 

probably on an attack mission 

against pillboxes or the nearby 

railway line; the date - early in 

the war around 1940 when the 

Germans were thinking of inva-

sion and bombing our defences 

and transport systems. 

The RLC have not been able to 

find any records of the defusing 

of this bomb but it was not un-

usual for bombs to be steamed 

out close to where they fell—

and then left to rot away.  But 

this one has some unusual features: the casing has 

corroded in places to expose the construction of the 

body of the weapon, which looks more like a frag-

mentation weapon designed to produce shrapnel on 

explosion rather than a deep crater so the RLC has 

taken the casing for further research and will report 

any interesting findings. 

There are surely many more such bombs around so, 

if digging deep near the railway, watch out! 
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Notes on the meeting held on Thursday 18th 
March 2004 

The third lecture of the Wadhurst History Society was at-
tended by over 100 members and visitors in the conserva-
tory of the FTA Conference Centre.  It was given by David 
Martin of University College, London and was entitled 
‘Mediæval Houses and their Construction’. 

Mr Martin chose properties from the eastern side of Sussex 
to illustrate his talk, describing them as being houses of 
ordinary people, albeit of reasonable wealth at the time.  

Among the earliest examples was Great Dixter (1460) built 
to a typical Wealden lay-out having a “low” end and a “high” 

end.  This echoed the hierarchies of society i.e.  the low end 
containing the service area of the buttery and pantry and 
the cross passage entrance, whilst the high end was bathed 
in light from the window openings in the larger bay of the 
structure.  The hall contained the high table and a bench set 

against the end wall with, to one side, a doorway leading to 
the owner’s private apartments. 

Illustrations of construction were most informative, including 
a crown post roof (in Well House) which David Martin said 
was standard in the east of South East England.  This roof 
comprises an upright timber standing on a tie beam, sup-
porting a central beam or crown plate which, in turn, sup-

ports a collar joining each pair of common rafters.  External 
walls having close studding with braces inside indicated the 

wealth of the owner.  The example shown was at Beckley 
where this system was on the public side of the house;  the 
other walls reverted to large panels where they were out of 
sight.  With this and other illustrations, our speaker enter-
tained us with the social aspects of the period. 

The decorations of many parts of house construction was of 
interest, including strong carving of a crown post 
(Robertsbridge); doorways with arched timber heads; the 
incised “combed” decoration of clay and cow dung daub 

used principally in important rooms.  Most decoration, as Mr 

Martin said, was visible only for the first few weeks or per-
haps months after completion, as soot from the central fire 
in the Hall would cover and hide everything. 

It was interesting to note that, in the South East, Wealden 
Hall houses were built in urban areas of Kent, whereas in 
Sussex it was in rural areas, indicating where the wealth of 
the inhabitants lay. 

Further developments in house design included “jetties” 
consisting of an upper wall projecting or jutting beyond the 
wall below, forming an overhang.  Some were added mere-

ly for effect (without providing extra upper floor area) to 
provide a symbol of wealth and status.  The more wealthy 

could afford a jetty facing a side alley to courtyard as well as 
the public side with the result that a dragon beam was re-
quired in the first floor structure.  The corner post below 
became a dragon post with a large head pointing in both 
directions with the opportunity for carved decoration. 

Glazing of window openings began in the 16th Century re-
placing shutters, hinged or sliding, as at Wardsbrook, 

Ticehurst.  

As Wadhurst is rich in examples of mediæval houses, David 

Martin concluded with comments on: 

Riverhall: timber on one face allowing a lot of glass whilst it is brick-
faced on the rear 

Greenman Farm:  the private quarters heated by a smoke bay 

Coombe Manor:  kitchen is separate from Hall 

Wenbans:  14th century – was converted from a Wealden house 

Chittinghurst:  original had first/ loft floor 

Walland:  built by William Cruttle IV, showing many carved “W-C” 
initials of 1584, 1621 and  1640.  Later sold to Courthopes. 

Forthcoming Events 
Thursday 8 July  -  Guided Walk “A Grave State of Affairs”  
Graham Kean from Wealden District Council starts with 

the graveslabs in Wadhurst Church and then takes a tour 
to Snape, Scrag Oak, Stone Cross  -  then a lunch break, 

Whiligh, Bewl, Little Pell and home.  7 miles in all starting 
at 10:00.  All welcome 

Wednesday 21 July:  -  Oral History Group at Heather 
Woodward’s home 

Sunday 1 August  -  Summer Barbecue at Greenman Farm: 
a Society Fund-raising event—so offers of cakes and raffle 
prizes would be very welcome indeed—to  any Committee 

member as soon as possible please 

Saturday 11 August  -  ”Saxon Sussex : six centuries” 
Sussex Archaeological Society Conference  at the Universi-

ty of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton 09:30—16:30 
£25  -  book on-line at www.sussexpastshop.co.uk or 

phone Lorna Gartside 01273 405 737 

Wednesday 25 August  - Ind/Ag Group at John Breeze's 
home 

Saturday  30 October—”Local History Fair” at the Meridian 
Hall, East Court, College Lane, East Grinstead.  10:00 to 
16:30 with 15 or so local societies exhibiting.  This year 



Question time resulted in the information that there were 

more mediæval houses in the Rape of Hastings than else-
where due to the success of the cloth industry and that 
ships’ timbers were not re-used in houses – this mistaken 
belief possibly due to hedgerow oak being called “ship’s 

oak”.                                                                     Bryan Bell 

Notes on the meeting held on Tuesday 20th 
April 2004 

The fourth lecture of the Wadhurst History Society was at-
tended by over 100 members and visitors at the FTA Con-

ference Centre and was entitled ‘The Courthopes of Whiligh’. 

In his lecture, Richard Rose presented us with a glimpse of 

the Courthope family, hitherto unknown.  To many in Wa-
dhurst, the citizenry of the Courthopes is an integral part of 
our local history, learnt in school, heard via parents or 

passed as stories told through the generations associated 
with Wadhurst since 1190. 

While browsing through three boxes at a London second-
hand book stall, Richard noticed diaries with silver clasps, 

spiral bound volumes, photograph albums, together with 
substantial quantities of private papers, all relating to the 
same family.  His curiosity led him to purchase the entire 
collection (the bookseller would not split the set up) and so 
for £150 he owned all the material that subsequent re-

search revealed had emanated from an earlier house sale at 
“Sprivers” in Horsmonden. 

Among the documents, and possibly the most revealing, 
were the diaries of a young girl, aged 13, namely Eleanor 
Joan Courthope, written in the late 19th/early 20th centuries.  
Her diary, written on handmade paper, chronicled every 

event of local distinction.  From her notes, no research into 
her background was necessary.  It was clear she lived in a 
substantial house in the Sussex countryside, namely 
Whiligh.  Her father, George, was a country squire, a JP and 
a family man with a number of children.  Their wealth pri-

marily derived from farming and land.  A central element of 
family life was their faith and piety, and every aspect was 

devoted to the glory of God.  Eleanor’s father recorded in his 
diary: 

    “ …..on train nearing Tunbridge Wells, we have arrived 
safely by the merciful judgement of God.” 

Eleanor recorded for posterity every event of social im-
portance from the Boer War celebrations to dances, sports, 
dancing bears, bonfire night at Ticehurst and a frozen party 
at Wadhurst Hall. 

There was scant mention of her mother, who had died in 

childbirth.  The girls were educated by a governess, Miss 

Crispin, and Eleanor’s brothers followed the Courthope tradi-
tion of prep school, Eton and Oxford.  Although George had 
eight children, he also took in the orphan of the Rev William 
Courthope.  At this time, they lived in “Lillesden” in 
Hawkhurst. 

The style of family diary writing reveals flashes of uninten-
tional humour: 

   “….the Queen died today, but Robert (Eleanor’s brother) 
went ferreting and caught a stoat”!! 

Her father reflects:   

   “Barnes (the butler) died of a heart attack, the weather 

was warm and I went for a long walk after lunch”.    

Perhaps the comments expose a fear of death, despite their 
cheerful tone. 

Richard Rose felt there existed limitations to his research, 
and possibly a fourth box of documents was missing.  He 
contacted John Hardcastle, the current owner of Whiligh, 

enabling him to build a more complete picture of life at 

Whiligh.  Further material acquired in 1993 covers the 16th 

century until the end of the 19th century, and resulted in an 
enormous collection of correspondence, files and family pa-
pers.  Many family letters were minus their envelopes – 
they had been split up for the value of their Penny Blacks 

and are in the possession of a gentleman from Horsham. 

The amassed collection will never be split again.  Richard 
has entrusted it to the Records Office.        Valery Tunbridge 

More from ‘The Kent and Sussex Weald’ by Peter Brandon 

p171: The Courthopes were established in Wadhurst and Lam-
berhurst at the time of the 1296 Subsidy, when William de 
Courthope, of ‘Courthope’ was evidently a member of the gentry.  
In 1573 John Courthope acquired the Whiligh estate in Ticehurst 
and Wadhurst by virtue of his wife and rebuilt the mansion.  
Most of the succeeding Courthopes, who descended from father 
to son for nearly four centuries, were barristers.  The most emi-
nent of the early Courthopes was Sir George (b.1616).  After an 
adventurous youth on the continent, he became an MP during 

the Protectorate of Cromwell and at the same time supplied the 
exiled King with money.  He had earlier demonstrated his pru-
dence by missing his father’s funeral in order to establish at 
Charles I’s court his virtually inherited right to a useful sinecure.  
He subsequently increased his wealth by gun-founding for 
Charles II’s navy.  A number of the later Courthopes became 
notable foresters.   

Notes on the meeting held on Tuesday 18th 
May 2004 

Following up the very successful function on Sunday May 9 
to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Aubers in 1915, the 

Wadhurst History Society returned to the subject at its 
meeting on May 18.  At least 77 members and 15 guests 
packed the Commemoration Hall to hear the chairman Mi-
chael Harte set out the causes of the First World War and 
outline the German Schlieffen Plan to advance rapidly 
through Belgium and swing round to the south of Paris, 
ending a war by D+39 with the fall of that city.  However 

the German advance was halted at the Marne and trench 

warfare began.  The first battle of Ypres was fought and the 
war of attrition really began. 

In the spring of 1915 there was renewed optimism that a 
breakthrough could be achieved and attacks began along 
the line of trenches.  On 10 March, the Indian Meerut Divi-
sion attacked at Neuve Chapelle; on 17 April, Hill 60 was 

literally blown up; on 22 April began the second battle of 
Ypres.  None of these attacks succeeded. 

On May 9 1915 the 2nd and 5th Royal Sussex Regiments 
took part in a bloody and unsuccessful assault on the Ger-
man lines along the Aubers Ridge south of Ypres; the 5th  – 
a territorial Battalion—had recruited heavily in Wadhurst and 

25 of its men died in the battle.  The speaker read from the 
diary kept throughout the war by Capt Eric Fazan, who was  
to become a Wadhurst GP; his detailed account of the ac-
tion, detailing the full horror of the day and occasional flash-
es of light relief, held the audience spellbound.  In the 
course of his advance Capt Fazan met a mongrel dog – “I 
spoke to it & believe I patted it”; later he jokingly told a pri-

vate soldier “to take cover behind my heels” – a comment 
from the floor pointed out that Capt Fazan was well known 
for having very large feet. The talk ended with the list of the 
Wadhurst dead – and their ages: from 18 years and 6 days 
to 44. 

After the talk, the audience took the opportunity to study 
the display panels loaned by the Mayor of Aubers, Wa-
dhurst’s twin village, the art work produced by Uplands stu-
dents on the battle and the Army records of many of the 
Wadhurst men who fought and died in the War.            MJH 

[The full text of this talk with additional illustrations can be 
found on the Society website www.wadhurst.info/whs] 



WADHURST PARK 

The Estates and Buildings Group was recently invited to tour 
the New House and grounds;  by way of briefing, we were 
given some notes on the history of the estate, prepared by 

the current owners—with whose permission they appear in 
our Newsletters. 

Wadhurst Park stands on the Wealden Heights, 400 feet up, 
in East Sussex, close to the Sussex - Kent border.  It was 
originally called High Town, probably until 1870 when the 

Spanish Murrieta family bought the property. 

Wadhurst Park has been inhabited since the Middle Ages. It 
is first mentioned in a subsidy roll of 1295 (doubtless to 

raise money for Edward I’s wars against the Scots). In 1483 

it is recorded as the home of Sir Robert Maunser, a substan-
tial landowner, whose descendants were great iron masters. 
They married into other important families in the neighbour-
hood; the Barhams, the Newingtons and the Bakers. 

The Maunser family built several houses on the site. A map 
from 1652 shows an Elizabethan manor house, half tim-
bered and gabled, with outbuildings and a church. The 
estate measured 303 acres and included a hammer pond, 
made by damming up the stream near the present Buttons 
Farm. This would have been used to work the adjacent iron 
forges. In the stream black stones, possibly slag, are still 

found. 

A map from 1839 shows High Town with a house, garden 
outbuildings and cottages, but no church. The acreage is 
now slightly less, 261 acres. 

In 1870 the estate was sold to Cristobal and Adriano de 
Murrieta, two bachelor brothers of a wealthy Spanish family. 
Their married brother José made his residence at Wadhurst 
Park. The Murrieta forebears came from Santurce, near 
Bilbao, in the north of Spain, from where they had emigrat-

ed to South America. In the course of two generations they 
had amassed a great fortune by trading, especially with 

Argentina. Eventually they returned to Europe and settled in 
England, where "C. de Murrieta and Co." developed into a 
firm of great importance.  Don José was given the title of 
Marques de Santurce in October 1877 by King Alfonso XII in 
recognition of the many services he had rendered Spain. His 

wife was also Spanish, with her origins in Santurce. It was 
she who undoubtedly contributed a great deal towards 
achieving the high position the family held in English society. 
She was clever and fascinating as well as beautiful and a 
great favourite of the late King Edward VII. 

Among the frequent guests at Wadhurst Park were Lord 
Randolph Churchill, Billy Oliphant, Lord Charles Beresford 

and Arthur Balfour, who often came to relax in the pleasant 
atmosphere at the Murrieta’s new family seat. Edward VII, 
as Prince of Wales, rarely seemed happier and more at ease 
than at Wadhurst Park. 

All this lavish entertaining called for a big, comfortable 
house. After having bought Wadhurst Park in 1870 the 
family immediately engaged the English architect Edward J 
Tarver to build a house on the site; incorporating an existing 

house to serve as domestic offices. The new house had high 
ceilings, a tower with an adjoining gallery and no less than 
five W.C.s. The Builder, May 19, 1877, shows an engraving 
of the central hall of the house and gives information about 

the house in general. The house was built by a Mr Shear-
burn from Dorking and had cost to date £12,000. In The 
Builder, April 12, 1884, Mr Tarver reported about new 

developments at Wadhurst Park. The house had been 
added to, a new bigger dining room had been created, the 
old one being too small for "such distinguished guests as 

The Prince of Wales", as Mr Tarver put it. Wadhurst Hall was 

claimed to have been the first country house in England 
with several dining tables in the dining room. A long range 
of stables for summering hunters, new farmsteads, one 
called Flattenden", the other "Combe", had been built, a 

chapel lined with reproduction Spanish tiles had been 
erected and a conservatory built to make the approach to 
the chapel under cover. 

No wonder that Wadhurst Park was called "The Princely 
Estate" when it was offered for sale in The Times ten years 

later. Advertised is the convenience of the South-Eastern 
Railway as well as the proximity to Tunbridge Wells and 
London. The acreage is now 1,500 and the new house is "a 

palatial residence". The land agents found it "impossible to 
convey even the most inadequate conception to the numer-
ous beauties and advantages possessed by this charming 
property". 

Life at Wadhurst Park was at its most splendid between the 
middle of the 1880’s to the middle of the 1890’s. A 33 acre 
lake was created by Irish workmen and a riding school, 
tennis courts, an ice rink, a tea house, a boat-house and 

kennels were added to all the other amenities. 

Wadhurst Park became a famous shooting estate, especially 

known for its duck shoot. The subsequent owners kept up 
the duck and pheasant shoots until the Second World War. 

The Murrieta brothers also built what became Wadhurst 
College for Girls in Mayfield Lane, and Southover at Burwash 
Common. They also had a house in London at Carlton 

House Terrace where they stayed many months of the year. 
The brilliant entertainments given there were quite a feature 
of the season, and it was in that house that the weddings of 
José’s two daughters were celebrated, with the Prince and 



Princess of Wales present. 

The first wedding was the one of Luisa, who married Lord 
William Neville, the Marquess of Abergavenny’s fourth son, 

in 1889. It took place in Brompton Oratory, both bride and 
groom being Catholic. The young lord had created a great 
flutter in society by becoming a Roman Catholic several 
years before he met Luisa, and his father cut him off with-
out a penny.  So he took to business, starting work in José’s 
office. He promptly fell in love with his employer’s elder 
daughter Luisa. 

The wedding was a social event, but what was particularly 
commented upon was the fact that the Prince of Wales 
honoured the family with his presence in the Oratory. A 

great deal of criticism of the Prince was voiced at the time. 

It was said that he, as heir to the throne of a Protestant 
country and "Defender of the Faith", ought not to attend a 
Roman Catholic service in his country. But to him mere 
forms of religion were not very important. The anti-Roman 
Catholic Coronation oath which tradition forced him to take 
was a great source of distress to him, and he successfully 
worked for its abolition.  

The Prince must have felt sympathy and friendship for the 
young couple, for when he learnt that they had arranged to 
leave for Paris the same night to spend their honeymoon 

there, he said to them: "I hear you are off for Paris and as I 
am also leaving to go there tonight, will you come and 

travel with me in my special train and boat?". The young 
couple accepted the gracious invitation, but the bride never 
forgot how shy she felt on arriving at Calais where a special 
supper had been prepared for the Prince by the mayor and 
to which she and the bridegroom were also invited. 

One and a half years later, in 1891, the younger daughter 
Clara married the Spanish Duke de Santona, likewise in 
Brompton Oratory, and was also honoured by the presence 
of the Prince and Princess of Wales. Their first born child, a 
boy, died at birth and was buried in the crypt of the chapel 

in Wadhurst Hall. 

The brilliant years at Wadhurst Park and Carlton House 
Terrace found a tragic end. In 1890 the financial house of 
Baring was thrown into crisis when Argentina defaulted on 
bond payments. The Murrietas were heavily involved with 

the Argentine Railways and lost their fortune in the after-
math of the crisis. Both Wadhurst Park and the house in 
Carlton House Terrace had to be sold. 

[to be continued in later Newsletters] 

BRICKMAKING   IN   SUSSEX  

with reference to the Wadhurst area   

Sussex always had a plentiful supply of material for making 
bricks and tiles.  Brick production was geared to the require-
ments of the housing market and cheapness was the main 
consideration.  Bricks of great strength and high quality 
were not essential and brickmaking operations remained, 
until quite recently, local and small-scale. 

Raw  Materials 

Almost anywhere in Sussex, except on the tops of the chalk 
Downs, if a shallow layer of topsoil is stripped away, the 
subsoil will consist of material suitable for making bricks. So 

it is hardly surprising that in the 19th century practically 
every parish had at least one brickyard.  However, the 
Wadhurst Clay can also be used for brickmaking if the 

correct proportion of sand is added. 

Iron and other minerals 

Iron oxide is present in most Sussex clays and results in the 
attractive red colouration of the bricks, especially those 
made in the Weald. The iron is mostly dispersed evenly 
throughout the brick earth but concretions do occur, partic-
ularly in the lower levels of the Wadhurst Clay. These then 

appear as black patches within the fabric of the burnt brick. 

The Wealden ironworks 

Brick found industrial applications in the 16th century. The 
Wealden iron industry had achieved national importance by 
the 1540s and was to see even more spectacular growth 
over the next forty years. The charcoal-fired blast furnaces 
were constructed of stone but needed to be lined with clay 

because of the high temperatures reached during the 
smelting process.  With increasing availability of skilled 
brickmakers, the ironmasters began to employ them to 
make bricks for furnace linings. The Wadhurst clay deposits, 
from which the iron ore was obtained, supplied suitable 
material both for bricks for furnace linings and for tiles, 

which were increasingly used to replace thatch on the 
various buildings in the vicinity of furnace and forge. 

Bricks and tiles were made at Robertsbridge in 1549, 
specifically for the use of the ironworks. 

An indication that the practice of making bricks and tiles for 
use in the ironworks was widespread is the number of 
significant field names found adjacent to the sites of furnac-

es and forges.  Upper and Lower Brickhouse Fields were 
shown adjoining Pashley Furnace, in Ticehurst, on a map of 
1689. 

The 'Great Rebuild' 

The prosperity of the Elizabethan ironmasters was one of 
the factors which led to a fresh wave of house-building in 
the latter part of the century. 

Bricks for country houses 

The owners of big estates could employ a local brickmaker 
for a limited period to make the necessary bricks in a kiln 
built, or re-built, for the purpose in close proximity to the 
house. 

In the High Weald of East Sussex there are numerous 

examples of houses which were either built or substantially 
altered in the 17th, 18th or early 19th centuries. These 

include: Haremere Hall in Etchingham, Whiligh in Ticehurst, 
Great Trodgers in Mayfield, Walsh Manor in Rotherfield and 
several houses in Frant.  In each case, a Brick Kiln Field 
adjacent to the house shows that the bricks were made on 
the spot, probably by a local bricklayer who used materials 

available on the estate. 

Towards the end of the 16th century, the increased use of 

And a little more from William Courthope, Somerset 

Herald and Wadhurst chronicler, who married  the 

niece of the Revd R B Gardiner, vicar of Wadhurst 

“10 May 1838: Rather damped upon finding the 

morn overcast and gloomy but soon recovered; 

decked myself in my bridal attire, all black & break-

fasted; at a quarter before 9 o’clock we started for 

Wadhurst [from the Kentish Hotel Tunbridge Wells] 

and arrived at the vicarage at about ½ past; we 

were welcomed at the door by the whole family 

excepting Fanny [niece of Revd R B Gardiner] whom 

I found alone in her uncle’s library, summoning up 

courage for the important event; I remained but a 

short time with her & then joined the rest of the 

party in the drawing room”.  Not to see the bride on 

the day of the wedding seems to be a more recent 

custom! 



bricks and tiles in cottages and farmhouses led to the 

establishment of permanent brickyards. 

Kilns on the commons 

The site chosen for many of these early brickyards was 
frequently a piece of waste land. The common, the poorest 

land in the locality, provided some rough grazing but 
generally consisted of scrub. Here, as a rule, the topsoil was 
thin, so the earth and clay needed by the brickmaker lay 
close to the surface.  Also to hand was the brushwood to 
make faggots for firing the kiln. 

Wealden-type intermittent updraught kiln 

The kilns were intermittent, that is to say a period of time 

had to be allowed for cooling to take place before the burnt 
bricks could be drawn from the kiln and then more time 
allowed for the next batch to be set before firing could 
recommence. 

When kilns of this type went out of use, the bricks of which 
they were constructed would be removed for use elsewhere 
and so very little evidence of their existence now remains. 

The most that can be found as a rule is a pit or a pond on 
the edge of a shaw, with a piece of level ground where the 
bricks were dried in the open air and a scatter of brick and 
tile wasters. 

The pond, which formed in the abandoned clay pit, may still 

be in evidence and, as with the ironworks, a Brick Kiln Field 
on a later map marks the site of the brickmaking opera-

tions. 

Other rural trades and raising the funds to operate 

Capital was sometimes needed to buy a suitable plot of land 
and build a kiln. This might well be furnished by the local 
miller, who was generally one of the wealthier members of 
the community.  In 1826 James Dives, the miller at Nutley, 

was reported to have enclosed land for a brickyard and dug 
brick earth on Ashdown Forest. 

Hops were grown extensively in the High Weald of East 

Sussex until quite recent times and brickmakers who had 
some spare land would plant a hop garden and dry the hops 
in a brick-built oast-house adjacent to the yard. This was 
generally circular in form and the specially-shaped bricks 

and tapered tiles required to build it then formed part of the 
brickmaker's stock-in-trade, which could be purchased by 
farmers in the area wishing to construct an oast to dry their 
own hops. 

The liquor trade 

An association between bricks and beer can be established 
as early as 1659, when Brownings of Steyning were both 

brickmakers and maltsters.  By the mid-19th century, when 
nearly every village in the Weald had a brickyard, it was 
quite usual to find an inn or a beershop alongside it. 

It was the brickmaker who, realising that brick-making was 
thirsty work, set himself up as a beer-retailer as well. John 
Parsons, of Burwash, advertised as brickmaker and beer-

retailer in the 1860s and John Franklin, the innkeeper at the 
‘Castle’ near the station in Wadhurst, was a brickmaker as 
well in 1871. 

Incidentally, it is an interesting exercise to walk round look-
ing at the brickwork of Wadhurst's older houses to note the 
colour and state of the bricks and if they show black concre-

tions.  There is evidence of this in George Street houses 

built in the late 19th, early 20th century.  Among the 
brickworks listed as operating in Wadhurst in 1909, George 
Lavender was managing one south of Gloucester Road 
adjoining the building site for the houses in George Street. 

Mary Offord 

WADHURST BRICKWORKS 

1  Tile kiln on the east side of present-day Riseden Road at 
Snape  National Grid Reference:  TQ 623 303 
Date:   Tiles were made at Snape in the 1350s, the most 
likely site being Kell Field, listed on the tithe award of 1839 

2.  Brick kiln west of the road from Buckland Hill to Hartley 
Mill  NGR:  TQ 633 348 
Date:   Upper and Lower Brick Kiln Fields and Brick Kiln 
Shaw were listed on the tithe award of 1839  
3.  Brickyard on the site of present-day Sandyden House, 
Mark Cross  NGR:  TQ 587 313 
Date:   In existence from c 18OO, listed in 1839 and closed 

in 1863 

4.  Brickyard at Best Beech between Mayfield Lane and 
Fairglen Road  NGR:  TQ 616 314 
Date:   In existence in 1839, marked on the map of 1875 
and to the east (617 314) in 1899 
5.  Brickyard at Pell Green at the junction of Cousley Wood 

Road and Balaclava Lane  NGR:  TQ 642 329 
Date:   In existence in 1839 and marked on the maps of 
1880 and 1898 
6.  Brickworks on the north side of Station Road west of the 
railway NGR:  TQ 611 337 
Date:   Marked only on the map of 1874  
7.  Brick and tile works in Wadhurst Park NGR:  TQ 631 288 

Date:   Marked only on the map of 1875 
8.  Brick(?) kiln on the east side of Partridges Lane north of 
Beggars Bush  NGR:  TQ 608 317 
Date:   Old Kiln on the map of 1909, an overgrown pit at 
the edge of the wood has the appearance of an abandoned 
brickyard 
9.  Brickworks at Woods Green on the west side of Osmers 

Hill   NGR:  TQ 638 333  
Date:   Marked on the map of 1909 and in use until the 
1920s 
10.  Brickyard at Walland Farm   NGR:  TQ 645 300  
Date:   Late 1890s to late 1930s  

11.  Brickworks on the south side of Gloucester Road, 

Sparrows Green NGR:  TQ 635 325 
Date:   Marked only on the map of 1909  
12.  Brickworks at Pennybridge Farm, Tidebrook  NGR:  
TQ613 309  
Date:   1920s to 1940s 

This article on brickworks is based on the book ‘Brickmaking 
in Sussex’ by Mollie Beswick -  available through Barnetts in 
the High Street [price £14.95] or from the Library.  It is full 
of interesting detail on bricks, brickmaking and our local 
brickworks.  Ordnance Survey Explorer [1:25 000] map 
sheet 136 will help find all the above. 

 

Just before publication of this issue of the Newsletter, we 
were given two framed photo enlargements by Peter Keyes 

of the Four Keys—once the Castle Inn.  One is of The Castle 
Inn around 1900, offering the “Celebrated Ales & Stout in 
Cask & Bottle” from Kenward & Court’s Hadlow Brewery. 

The second shows the railway line from the aqueduct 

looking west, with the row of cottages, south of the railway 
line and now demolished.  These were known as Faircrouch 
Cottages, and earlier as Brick Cottages, because they were 
adjacent to the brickworks [not listed above] where the 

bricks were made for the railway tunnel.  The bricks were of 
high quality but the builders did not build the tunnel to the 
specified thickness, hence its later partial collapse and 

relining, so that it now has to operate as a single track; 
some of the ‘surplus’ bricks were used to build The castle 
Inn. 



Albert Rumens—The End 

From The Courier—Jan 10 1913 

EXECUTION OF THE WADHURST MURDERER 

 The arrangements for the execution of Albert 

Rumens for the murder of Mabel Ann Maryan, at 

Wadhurst, had not been completed when we went 

to press last week, and the date at that time had 

only been provisionally fixed.  There was, it seems, a 

doubt as to his sanity, and last Friday three promi-

nent medical specialists visited the prison at Lewes 

at the instigation of the Home Office, for the purpose 

of examining the condemned man. Their report was 

quickly sent to the responsible authorities, and no 

doubt as a result of it the Home Secretary decided 

not to interfere with the natural course of events. 

The arrangements were therefore speedily conclud-

ed.  Both on Sunday and Monday the culprit was 

visited by relatives, and bade them farewell. 

 During his incarceration he has stolidly main-

tained that he had no knowledge of the crime, and 

he left no confession.  The chaplain (the Rev. P.M. 

Huthwaite) has been unremitting in his attention to 

the condemned man, and Rumens has listened 

attentively to his earnest ministrations. 

 The execution was timed for 8 o’clock on Tues-

day morning, and it was carried out in the presence 

of the Governor (Major Marriott D.S.O), the Under 

Sheriff of Sussex (Mr. Walter Bartlett), the Medical 

Officer of the Prison (Dr. W.A. Dow), and three 

representatives of the Press.  Ellis was the execu-

tioner, being assisted in his grim duties by Pierpoint. 

 The condemned man slept fitfully during Monday 

night, and rose early.  Long before it was daylight he 

received a visit from the chaplain, who engaged in 

prayer.  Breakfast was served for Rumens, but he 

ate no food, contenting himself with a cup of tea.  

Punctually at the hour fixed the prison bell com-

menced to toll, and the procession started on its way 

from the building to the scaffold, which was erected 

in a yard in the south-east corner of the prison 

grounds.  Immediately before the condemned man 

walked the chaplain, reading appropriate sentences 

and prayers.  A moment or two sufficed to bring the 

culprit to the scaffold.  He had displayed great forti-

tude, and walked unassisted.  His arms had been 

pinioned before the cell was left, and Ellis quickly 

strapped his legs, put the noose round his neck, and 

adjusted the white cap.  He then stepped back, 

pulled the bolt—and Rumens had expiated his crime.  

In accordance with precedent the body was allowed 

to hang for an hour, and it was then taken down and 

removed to the prison in readiness for the inquest, 

which was held by Mr. G. Vere Benson, the East 

Sussex Coroner, at midday. 

THE INQUEST 

 The inquest on the body of Rumens was held in 

the Prison at midday by Mr. G. Vere Benson, Coro-

ner for East Sussex.  After the jury had been sworn 

they viewed the body and were then taken to see 

the scaffold. 

 The Coroner, in the course of some opening 

remarks, stated that it was the first inquest of its 

kind held by him since his appointment. 

 Major Marriott, the Governor, identified the body 

as that of Albert Rumens, and produced the warrant 

for the execution of the deceased, the order being 

signed by the Clerk of Assize.  The date of the exe-

cution, added the witness, was fixed by the High 

Sheriff in accordance with that order.  The execution 

was carried out strictly in compliance with the order, 

and very expeditiously.  The chief executioner was 

Ellis, who was assisted by Pierpoint.  There were no 

members of the deceased’s family or members of 

the public present, but the execution was attended 

by three representatives of the Press. 

 In answer to the Coroner as to whether there 

had been a confession, the Governor said the prison-

er did not admit that he had any recollection of 

having committed the crime. 

 The Coroner: Was death instantaneous? 

 Witness: I believe so. 

 The Coroner: So far as you could see, there was 

no struggle? 

 Witness: No; from the time the executioner 

entered the cell to the time of the drop was only 1 

minute 20 seconds.  That includes the time of pin-

ioning, the journey to the scaffold, and the drop. 

 The Coroner:  That was extremely rapid.  One 

would think it would be impossible to do it in that 

time. 

 Witness: Yes, it was very rapid. 

 The Coroner: Was the execution properly carried 

out? 

 Witness: Yes, everything was done with me-

chanical accuracy. 

 The Foreman asked if there was any resistance 

on the part of the prisoner? 

 Dr. Dow replied in the negative. 

 In reply to the Coroner, the Medical Officer 

stated that death was instantaneous, and that there 

were no signs of tremor or movement. 

 By a Juryman: The length of the drop was 6 feet 

6 inches. 

 The Jury found that the deceased met his death 

by execution of judgment of death properly and duly 

carried out. 

Birth Certificate: 8th August 1868 Woods Green Wadhurst—Albert: boy—to Jacob Rumens Farm labourer—mother Mary 
Ann Rumens [formerly King] who made her mark on 17th September 1868 before Henry Bull Registrar 

Death Certificate: 7th January 1913 H.M.Prison Lewes—Albert Rumens—male aged 44: Farm labourer: Execution of 
Judgment of Death—Dislocation of cervical vertebrae by hanging.  Certificate received from G. Vere Benson Coroner for 
Sussex—Inquest held 7th January 1913.  Registered 8th January 1913 by Amy Alice Shelley Registrar 



TASK GROUP REPORTS 
Development of Wadhurst [DW]:  

Rachel Ring 783 455 

Having covered two thirds of the High Street by cross-

referencing with the Courthope map from the 1850’s 

and finding many anomalies, the group plans to visit 

the East Sussex Record Office to search for evidence of 

demolition and redevelopment.  It may then be possi-

ble to redraw/compare the working map with today’s 

shop fronts and fascias.  This will lead to an occupancy 

comparison between the 1850’s and today. 

Estates & Buildings [EB]:  

Bryan Bell 782 845         Val Tunbridge 782 498 

A successful visit to Wadhurst Park but it has not yet 

proved possible to arrange a tour of Bellerbys.  Further 

work will be done on the church shortly. 

Family History [FH]:  

Emma Richardson 01580 860 395 

The Group is making good progress with the headstone 

project. It also discussed a Victorian Wadhurst Project 

and has decided to complement the Development group 

project on the high street and its occupants between 

roughly 1837 and 1901. The group has split the high 

street up into 3 areas and started to add lots of interest-

ing information about the people that lived in the shops 

and houses.  

It would be helpful if the other groups would pass on any 

relevant information that they find on their travels to 

Emma  Richardson 01580 860 395 or e-mail to eastsus-

sex.history@btopenworld.com 

Industry and Agriculture [IA]: 

Martin Turner 783 803 

The Group has been busy with work under way on the 

Wealden Iron Industry, Livestock & Dairy Industry. Hop 

& Brewing Industry & Cider Making, Brick & Tile Making 

[see above], Wood Industry & Woodland, Growing of 

Flax and Weaving, Marl and the significance of Rail. 

Additional Members The group could benefit by having 

a few additional members to assist with the research. If 

anyone is interested, contact Martin. 

Oral History [OH]: Heather Woodward 783 212 

A number of local residents have been interviewed and, 

once their interviews have been transcribed, the infor-

mation will be available for further research.  Suggest-

ed names for potential interview would be welcome, 

especially for those with detailed knowledge of the old 

families of Wadhurst or of old Wadhurst traditions 

which have now disappeared. 

Note from the Editor 
The September newsletter will be printed commercially as 
the Editor’s printer is unreliable.  Articles and material for 
inclusion should be given to any Committee member, or 
to The Editor, at Greenman Farm, Wadhurst TN5 6LE or e
-mail whs@greenman.demon.co.uk by 14 August, 

 

 

Q & A 
This should be a regular feature of the Newsletter - the 

opportunity to resolve problems that have been bothering 
you for ages: so send in your queries and  the answers to 

earlier problems. 
 

Information Wanted 
Has anyone come across the name Coushopley—in the 
Tidebrook area?  One mention from 1780 is known but 
more precision would be useful! 

Information Received 
Little Wadhurst Farm—the plot thickens 

Readers of the History Society website will be aware of the 
search for Little Wadhurst Farm and the vesta match 
containers in the shape of a pig.  At least five pigs have now 
been ‘located’ - one in California, one in Shreveport Louisi-

ana, one in Hampshire, one in Cumbria and one sold in 
Taunton last year.  Rosemary Peeling has found a cutting 
from The Times of 1929 reporting the dismissal in the High 
Court of a petition for compulsory winding up of ‘Little 
Wadhurst Farm, Ltd’.  The company was incorporated in 
April 1927 with a capital of £200 in 1s. shares.   A brochure 

explaining the nature of the company’s business explained 

that the pig was the animal the most closely allied to the 
human race, as it had but one stomach!  The public were 
invited to buy a pig for £3 or £5, which the company would 
then fatten for market, sharing the proceeds with the 
owner.  When liquidation of the company was proposed, 
there should have been 52,000 pigs on the farm; instead 

there were only 2,000—another example of the ‘ostrich 
farm’ scam.  Mr Justice Bennett dismissed the appeal for 
compulsory winding-up; instead the voluntary liquidation 
continued. 

The case was clearly pretty high profile—the company was 
represented by Gavin Simmons KC, who became Lord 
Chancellor in Winston Churchill’s 1951 government but the 
library of the Royal Courts of Justice cannot shed further 
light on the case.  And Companies House destroys its 

records of defunct companies after 20 years. So we still 

don’t know where Little Wadhurst Farm was.  And were the 
metal vesta pig cases tokens issued as part of the purchase 
of a pig? 

Visit the Society’s website—www.wadhurst.info/whs 
for updates and reports on what has been achieved by 
Task Groups before the next Newsletter. 


